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An outdoor salon setup in Lafayette will now be able to move indoors due to new county guidelines.
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Some outdoor offerings can now move in amid new guidelines

By Sora O'Doherty

A recent drive around Lamorinda revealed a new
business practice: operating in the open air. Fortu-
nate to enjoy mild weather, and in the absence of
recent smoke drift from California fires, Lamorinda
residents were seen enjoying outdoor dining at local
restaurants and up until Aug. 31 were getting their
hair done at outdoor salons.

Although key data indicators suggest that the
COVID-19 pandemic remains at dangerously high

Advertising

levels in Contra Costa County, they are not increas-
ing as they did in June and July, suggesting a level-
ing of COVID-19 transmission. Lamorinda, however,
remains significantly below other cities in the
county, according to the county’s dashboard of local
COVID-19 cases, accounting for less than 2% of the
county’s 13,259 cases.

As a result of the numbers, the county recently
issued a new health order, and it's allowing hair sa-
lons and barbers to move back indoors. The Aug. 31
order allows gyms and fitness centers to operate

outdoors; and personal services that do not require
touching a client’s face, including nail care and
massages, may be offered outside as well. In addi-
tion, the order allows hotels and short-term rentals
for tourism and individual travel, previously re-
stricted to essential travel only.

Details of the update, including the full text of
the order, are available at cchealth.org/coronavirus
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Former MCF treasurer pleads guilty to
criminal charges

By Vera Kochan

In early September, the Moraga
Community Foundation revealed
that Francis Robert Fritzky al-
legedly made unauthorized with-
drawals as Foundation treasurer
between June 23, 2016 and July 24,
2019 of more than $250,000 from
MCF’s bank accounts to himself, to
his majority owned company
MedMatRx, LL.C and to the Jeanette
Fritzky Foundation, which he
founded and controlled. Fritzky
also allegedly provided false fi-
nancial reports to MCF’s board of
directors.

Fritzky’s most recent court ap-
pearance was Aug. 21, via Zoom,
before United States District Judge
Jon S. Tigar out of the U.S. District
Court, California Northern District
(Oakland).

There were two felony counts
filed against Fritzky. Count one:
wire fraud and aiding and abet-
ting; Count two: making and sub-
scribing a false tax return. He has

pleaded guilty to both counts after
initially entering a not guilty plea
during a July 14 arraignment.

Court documents state, “The
Scheme: Beginning on June 23,
2016 and continuing through July
24, 2019, Fritzky knowingly, and
with the intent to defraud, devised,
intended to devise, participated in,
and carried out a scheme and arti-
fice to defraud as to a material
matter, and to obtain money and
property by the means of materi-
ally false and fraudulent pre-
tenses, representations and
promises.”

According to MCF President
Dave Trotter, who attended the
Aug. 21 change of plea hearing,
“Judge Tigar asked Fritzky to 'tell
me in your own words why you’re
guilty.' Fritzky initially replied in
effect, 'Unfortunately, circum-
stances led me to do this.' This re-
sponse was not accepted by the
Court. Judge Tigar then took
Fritzky step by step through the
factual description of his crimes
set forth in the Plea Agreement,
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and required Fritzky to admit that
all of those facts were true, which
he did.”

“Under further questioning by
Judge Tigar,” added Trotter,
“Fritzky admitted that under the
terms of the Plea Agreement, the
amount of restitution to be or-
dered will be 'no less than
$204,913.84." Fritzky also ac-
knowledged, on the record, that
the Court can and may order a
higher amount of restitution to the
victim (MCF) at time of
sentencing.”

Fritzky is currently not in cus-
tody, and as such, there was no
need for bail to be set. His sen-
tencing hearing is scheduled for
Jan. 12, 2021, at 9:30 a.m. in Oak-
land’s federal courthouse, before
Judge Tigar.

Case information is available
to the public on the United States
District Court (Northern District of
California) website. The case title
is: USA v. Fritzky and the Case No:
4:20-cr-00233-JST.
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Controversial
apartments get
the green light

By Pippa Fisher

The Lafayette city council voted 4-1, with
Council Member Susan Candell against, giving
the go-ahead with several conditions of
approval to the highly controversial 315-unit
apartments known as the Terraces, in the
early hours of Aug. 25 at the conclusion of an
eight-hour meeting.

The council had met for close to 10 hours
previously two weeks before, hearing the
matter on appeal called for by Council
Member Cam Burks, following approval by the
planning commission.

The application proposes 315 apartments,
in 14 two- and three-story residential
buildings on a 22-acre parcel on Deer Hill
Road, adjacent to the freeway. First proposed
in 2011, the application was suspended in
2014 in favor of alternative plans for a scaled
back development of 44 single-family homes.
Local preservationist group Save Lafayette
sued the city, resulting in a referendum on the
future of the revised project.

... continued on Page A11
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By Nick Marnell

Prompted by public concern
over the staggering number
of lightning strikes on Aug. 17
and the ensuing major wild-
fires that tore through the Bay
Area, Lafayette public agen-
cies presented a detailed out-
line at the Aug. 26 public
safety town hall of what steps
the city has taken to help res-

step every speaker insisted
that residents should do — and
can only do - by themselves.
Assistant Fire Chief Will
Pigeon of the Contra Costa
County Fire Protection Dis-
trict explained that the up-
staffing of personnel, the re-
built Fire Station 16 and the
upgrades to district apparatus
should help ConFire keep
Lafayette safe this fire season

October.

As of May, the Lafayette
Police Department had in-
stalled a network of 20 wild-
fire alert cameras in Contra
Costa and Alameda counties,
according to Police Chief Ben
Alldritt. “The cameras give
fire management real-time
notification of fire activity.
We can tell immediately how
many resources may be nec-
essary to deploy,” Pigeon said.

Officials presented other
examples of what the city is
doing to help the community
prepare for emergencies,
such as red flag warnings and
public safety power shutoffs,
but all town hall speakers en-
couraged members of the
public to become their own
first responders and register
with the Contra Costa County
Community Warning System.

CWS, a partnership of
various public agencies, noti-
fies residents via phone, text
and email in case of an emer-

—much as the district did
during the two major fires
that smothered the city in

gency. As Alldritt explained,
Lafayette notifies residents of
various city activities via so-

idents cope with emergency
situations. But there was one

Lafayette officials urge residents to register with CWS

cial media, Nixle and CWS.

“Not all of the notifica-
tions delivered via social me-
dia or Nixle are emergencies.
Those from CWS are,” Alldritt
said. “When that is activated,
you’ve got to pay attention.”

Before that can happen,
residents must register with
the program. “Make sure you
register both your home and
mobile phones,” Pigeon said.

Residents can also regis-
ter an email address, and
emergency notifications will
be sent via whatever formats
are chosen. Duncan Seibert of
the Lamorinda Community
Emergency Response Team
advised that those with voice-
over-internet phone lines be
sure to register those num-
bers as well.

In 2019, Lafayette re-
ported fewer than 3,000 resi-
dents registered with the CWS
program. As of July, more
than 8,100 active registrations
were on file.

“With the level of en-
gagement from the commu-
nity lately — since it’s a higher

fire risk and the community
in general is pretty engaged
anyway — and the help from
city officials, the Lafayette
Police Department, CERT and
ConFire to get the word out
about registering for the CWS,
Lafayette’s registration num-
bers are excellent,” said
Heather Tiernan, CWS
manager.

Subscribers should note
that the program recently
changed its caller ID. The
new number is (925) 655-
0195, and should be updated
on the subscriber contact and
favorite lists.

“Our CWS drill is one of
the most efficient ways for
families to take a role in a
virtual evacuation exercise —
wildfire or earthquake,”
Alldritt said.

The city had scheduled a
CWS virtual evacuation for
Aug. 29 but postponed the
drill due to existing evacua-
tions and continuing fires in
the Bay Area.
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By Pippa Fisher

While acknowledging there
are many more steps to be
put in place and that it will
take the cooperation of sev-
eral stakeholders, the Trans-
portation and Circulation
Commission seemed enthusi-
astic during a presentation of
a proposed new protected
bike path from the Mt. Diablo
Boulevard intersection with
Pleasant Hill Road as far as
Acalanes High School, and
perhaps in a future phase, as
far as Springhill Elementary.

Photo Pippa Fisher

Cyclists and pedestrians currently have to cross fast-moving
traffic on- and off-ramps along Pleasant Hill Road.

Lafayette resident Eric
Law, founder of Safe Route to
Acalanes, explained the goal
of the project would be to
provide a safe bike and
pedestrian path for students
to access the high school,
where right now they have to
cross heavy traffic entering
and exiting the four on- and
off-ramps from Highway 24 —
a dangerous situation that has
resulted in serious cyclist-
involved accidents.

Law explained that while
Lafayette has great bike lanes
and paths, especially the

The vision: students safely biking to school on Pleasant Hill Road

Lafayette-Moraga Regional
Trail, once residents wishing
to continue from that trail up
the wide cycle lane on Pleas-
ant Hill Road get to Mt. Diablo
Boulevard, there is no safe
way to continue to the school.

Safe Route to Acalanes
High School, now a nonprofit
under Sustainable Lafayette,
proposes to solve the safety
issue by putting a bi-
directional bike path down
the center of Pleasant Hill
Road in place of the existing
median.

... continued on Page A3
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The vision: students COMPASS
safely biking to school on
Pleasant Hill Road
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Planning Commission provides forward motion for MCSP

By Vera Kochan

Moraga Center Specific Plan
Zoning Codes and Design
Guidelines were the topics
at hand during the Aug. 17
planning commission
meeting.

Senior Advisor David
Early of Placeworks, a com-
munity design firm, during
a previous meeting made it
known that state law re-
quires consistency between
a Specific Plan and the zon-
ing provisions that imple-
ment the Specific Plan. The
zoning provisions provide
the development standards
(height, setback, density, al-
lowed uses, and often in-
clude lighting, landscaping,

parking) that implement the
plan’s goals and policies.
Development of zoning
codes consistent with a Spe-
cific Plan can include a mix
of current codes and devel-
opment of new codes.
Addressing public con-
cerns put forth during the
July 20 planning commis-
sion meeting in which over-
whelming comments cen-
tered around timely evacua-
tion during an emergency,
given the potential increase
in housing and new resi-
dents, Early mentioned the
Moraga-Orinda Fire Dis-
trict’s implementation of a
more aggressive vegetation
management program. He
also noted the various evac-

uation drills performed in
conjunction with the Mor-
aga Police Department,
along with the fact that Fire
Hazard Severity Zones can
require fire resistant
construction.

The July 20 planning
commmission recommenda-
tions incorporated into the
zoning code include inter-
pretive signage design guid-
ance; a specific thematic
character of Moraga Ranch;
an updated Senior Housing
definition; the allowance of
privately owned and main-
tained pocket parks and
congregate care in more
districts; moving street types
and standards to MCSP De-
sign Guidelines; removing a

30-foot MOFD height limita-
tion; revising R-6 (Six 21
Dwellings per Acre Multi-
family Residential District)
and R-12 (Twelve Dwelling
Units 32 per Acre Multifam-
ily Residential District) min-
imum lot requirements; and
replacing the development
capacity table to mirror the
table from MCSP.

While public comments
were again expressed dur-
ing the Aug. 17 meeting,
there were not as many as
last month’s session. Al-
though, the concerns echoed
high-density housing paired
with timely evacuation; loss
of open space; and building
retail in a COVID-19 climate.
The lone pro-retail/housing

increase comment was to
point out the influx of tax
dollars that would be gener-
ated for the town.

With an approval vote of
5-1, with Commissioner
Suzanne D’Arcy the lone no
vote, the commission made
a recommendation for the
Town Council to approve an
ordinance to adopt a new
zoning map within the
MCSP Area and update Title
8 of the Moraga Municipal
Code. The Planning Com-
mission also recommended
establishing several new
chapters within Title 8 of the
MMC and decided to move
discussion regarding revised
design guidelines to its Sept.
21 meeting.

Coronavirus Relief Fund Grant helps town during pandemic

SMALL BUSINESS

RELIEF

Town of Moraga

By Vera Kochan

Moraga’s town council
voted unanimously to ac-
cept the Coronavirus Aid,
Relief, and Economic Secu-
rity Act’s grant during its
Aug. 26 meeting. The

town’s portion of the $500
million federal aid package
awarded to the State of Cal-
ifornia’s cities comes to
$209,235. This figure is
based on population size.

The town submitted the
Local Government Certifi-
cation Form in early July to
the Department of Finance
and expects to receive the
anticipated funds by
September.

Federal law specifies
that the funds can only be
used for unbudgeted
COVID-19 costs incurred
between March 1 and Dec.

30. The CARES Act funds
must be spent by the end of
the year.

According to the staff
report by Town Manager
Cynthia Battenberg and
Administrative Services Di-
rector Norm Veloso, “Ex-
penditures using Fund pay-
ments must be ‘necessary.’
The Department of the
Treasury defines this term
broadly to mean that the
expenditure is reasonably
necessary for its intended
use in the reasonable judg-
ment of the government of-
ficials responsible for ex-
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pending CARES Act fund-
ing.” Battenberg and Veloso
added, “Funds may not be
used to fill shortfalls in
government revenue to
cover expenditures that
would otherwise qualify
under the statute.”

The breakdown of costs
in the utilization of the
$209,235 are as follows: Ex-
penses incurred to date to-
taling $52,965 include pay-
roll (paid emergency leave)
of $9,000; public health and
safety procurement of
medical safety supplies of
$21,000; facility enhance-
ments — technology, social
distancing and sanitation of
$22,965.

Additional recom-
mended investment in
town facilities and opera-
tions totaled $97,750. This
includes telework en-
hancement/infrastructure
of $16,000; facility en-
hancements — social dis-
tancing and sanitation of
$67,750; and public health
and safety of $14,000.

Also, payroll expenses
for police officers substan-
tially dedicated to COVID-19
responses and public
health emergencies came to
$28,520.

The hardest hit sector
was and continues to be
small businesses. With that

in mind, staff has estab-
lished a Small Business Re-
lief Program containing
$30,000. The following
guidelines will pertain:
Businesses must operate
out of a storefront or other
physical space that depends
on foot traffic for business.
Home-based businesses
would not be eligible for
the program; businesses
must have at least three
employees and no more
than 20 employees as of
March 1. Franchises, chain
stores, nonprofit organiza-
tions and corporations
would not be eligible;
grants would be awarded
for between $500 - $2,000
and would be exclusively
for the reimbursement of
expenses that enable busi-
nesses to continue to oper-
ate and comply with public
health regulations related
to COVID-19; and the pro-
gram would award funds
on a first-come, first-served
basis until the $30,000 in
grant funds is awarded or
Dec. 30, whichever comes
first. More details and an
application are available at
the Planning Department’s
website: www.mor-
aga.ca.us/planning or by
emailing: planning@mor-
aga.ca.us or phone: (925)
888-7040.
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Bandshell rental fees adjusted to encourage more socially

distanced activities

Moraga Commons Park bandshell Photo Vera Kochan

By Vera Kochan

Currently the rental rate for
the Moraga Commons Park

bandshell is $555 for a 4-hour
time block as adopted in the
2020-21 Master Fee Schedule.
Staff has recommended that
the town council adopt an
hourly rental fee to accom-
modate users who wish to
book the facility for a shorter
period of time.

Due to coronavirus re-
strictions regarding social
distancing many organiza-
tions and businesses are find-
ing innovative ways to con-
duct business as usual, albeit
with a slightly fractured
model.

The Hacienda de las Flo-
res has begun to fill its book-
ing capacities thanks to the
gradual reopening and easing
of some health department
restrictions. To meet the de-
mand for more open space

activities, town staff feels that
a reduction in mandatory
booking hours would in-
crease usage of a large venue,
such as the bandshell, which
can accommodate up to 12
socially distanced people.
According to a presenta-
tion by Parks and Recreation
Director Breyana Brandt dur-
ing the Aug. 26 town council
meeting, “Gym and fitness
activities are now sanctioned
for outdoor use, so we expect
to get more requests in the
coming weeks. We’ve had a
handful of conceptual con-
versations with private mem-
bers who are looking to host
some outdoor P.E. for their
pandemic pods; fitness
groups who are looking to do

mend that the bandshell
space would be a suitable lo-
cation and just let the com-
munity know that the town is
responsive and flexible in
meeting their changing
needs.”

The town council unani-
mously approved the new
hourly rental fees: nonprofit
$40/hour; private resident
$50/hour; and commercial
(reservations required)
$70/hour. Staff estimates that
the Moraga Commons Park
would see an increase of ap-
proximately $5,670 for the
2020-21 Fiscal Year based
upon an average of three one-
hour rentals each week (No-
vember through June with a
December closure).

outdoor yoga or Pilates.”
Brandt added, “We recom-

Restaurants and cafes turn to food trucks to expand reach

Photo Vera Kochan

Bridge & Tunnel Coffee Company's co-founder Greg Fulcher, left, and barista Andrew Samuelson

By Vera Kochan

Many restaurants are going
the reverse route to stay in
business during coronavirus
mandates. Finding that deliv-
ery, takeout and outdoor-
dining-only isn’t enough to
sustain a business in these
times, some restaurant own-
ers are purchasing food
trucks and hitting the road.
According to a Business
Insider article by Ross
Resnick, the CEO of Roaming
Hunger, a food truck catering
company, “With the restau-
rant industry on hold for the
foreseeable future, innova-
tive brick and mortar estab-
lishments are pivoting to mo-
bile dining to navigate the
new market.” Resnick added,
“We’ve seen an increased de-
mand to bring food into com-
munities, specifically neigh-
borhoods and apartment
buildings. People still crave
the community aspect of eat-
ing out, even if they’re just
walking outside to pick up
their dinner.” The same holds
true for coffee houses.
Business partners Greg
Fulcher and Phil Tillotson
turned their love of coffee

and community into some-
thing never before seen in
Lamorinda — a pop-up coffee
café on wheels. Although its
name may sound like direc-
tions on a GPS, the Bridge &
Tunnel Coffee Company is
making a splash wherever
the neon yellow vehicle sets
up shop.

Tillotson lives in Atlanta
and manages the acquisition
of Central American and
Ethiopian coffees while
Fulcher, a Lamorinda resi-
dent, drives the coffee truck
around town and serves as
the barista.

Fulcher comes to coffee
after a 30-year career in the
film industry. “I just love cof-
fee,” he replied. “It’s my fa-
vorite drink, and it’s the cul-
ture surrounding it that
makes it better.”

The coffee truck’s first
incarnation was as a linen
truck making deliveries at the
Reno-Tahoe International
Airport. With only 28,000
miles on it, the yellow truck
(yes, that’s its original color)
was put out of circulation.

When Fulcher and Tillot-
son purchased it they turned
it over to a catering truck

Town Council

335 Rheem Blvd.

Wednesday, Sept. 9, 7 p.m.
4 Council Chambers and Community Meeting Room,

Planning Commission: Tuesday, Sept. 8, 7 p.m.

Council Chambers and Community Meeting Room,

335 Rheem Blvd.

Park and Recreation Commission: Tuesday, Sept. 15 7 p.m., Council
Chambers and Community Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Moraga School District Board Meetings :

Special Board Meeting Tuesday, Sept. 8, 6 p.m.
www.moraga.k12.ca.us. See also AUHSD meeting page A2

manufacturer who took two
months to transform it into
the coffee truck. However,
the interior still lacked
enough electrical power to
support an espresso machine,
a commercial Kegerator, flake
ice machine, a beverage re-
frigerator, coffee brewer, two
big coffee grinders, water
heater and pumps, lights,
fans and more. “We designed
the power system for the
truck during 2019’s power-
shutoffs, with the goal of full
functionality without the
grid,” explained Fulcher.
“Sparing you the technical
details, our truck is capable
of full off-grid operation with
the help of a powerful hybrid
lithium polymer battery/in-
verter system.”

Like all good business-
men, the partners mulled
over many catchy names to
call their new venture. On
Fulcher’s way home from the
San Francisco International
Airport one day, a friend
called his cell phone to ask if
he was there yet. Fulcher
replied that he was still stuck
on the Bay Bridge and
wouldn’t be at the Caldecott
Tunnel for probably another
hour. Suddenly the idea light
bulb went off, and a company
name was born. “I immedi-
ately thought of the pejora-
tive term ‘bridge and tunnel
people’ used in New York for
commuters,” he said. “I felt
that it didn’t really apply, be-
cause good things happen on
this side of the Bay.”

Bridge & Tunnel Coffee
Company sells single-estate
hot coffee, espresso drinks
(Panamanian roast), craft ni-

tro cold brew, non-
caffeinated drinks and small-
batch whole bean coffee.

For the coffee truck’s
schedule visit: www.brid-
getunnel.coffee or call (925)
388-6288. Having only just
begun serving coffee on

wheels in early August,
Fulcher and Tillotson have
plans to eventually open a
brick and mortar coffee shop
in Moraga. Fulcher stated,
“Great coffee is a destination
for those who love it.”

BURKIN ELECTRIC
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for at least 20 seconds.

e Using alcohol-based hand sanitizer.
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* Wearing masks, gloves, and
booties.

¢ Touch free billing and payment

i processing.

We wish you and your family good health and safety.
Mo’s sizzling |
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cooktops and dryers
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Tankless water heater
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green solutions!
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Lamorinda since 1993

' 029377-6600 i
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See public meetings schedule on
this pages and check online for
agendas, meeting notes and

announcements

City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org
Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org
The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

Orinda
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ORINDA Meetings

City Council

Tuesday, Sept. 15, 7 p.m.
Regular Meeting
By Teleconference Only

Planning Commission
Tuesday, Sept. 8, 7 p.m.

By Teleconference Only
Wilder Council Subcommittee
Special Meeting

Wednesday, Sept. 9, 5 p.m.
By Teleconference Only
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Photo Sora O’Doherty

Steve Salomon in 2017

By Sora O’Doherty

Although the mayor of
Orinda was sorely disap-
pointed that the city attorney
did not come up with an
agreement to prevent Steve
Salomon from ever leaving
Orinda, she accepted his let-
ter of retirement, effective
Jan. 7,2021. Darlene Gee told
Salomon at the Aug. 18 city
council meeting, “We are so
very, very sorry to see that
we are going to lose you.”
Vice Mayor Amy Worth
echoed the mayor’s com-
ments. She thanked Salomon
“from the bottom of our
hearts,” saying, “we have
been so fortunate to have you
as our city manager; you have
contributed tremendously to
quality of life and financial
security of our city.” In what
will be a preview of the enco-
niums to be bestowed on Sa-
lomon before the end of the
year, Worth said, “I can’t
thank you enough. So much

F————— VU vork s benind the

scenes, you have really been
a mentor with your vast in-
credible experience manag-
ing cities around California.”

Orinda citizen Charles
Porges also wanted to thank
Steve “for all of his wonderful
work behind the scenes and
wish him the best retirement
anyone could ever have.”
Porges added, “His shoes are
really hard to fill.”

Salomon came to Orinda
as an interim city manager
after former city manager
Janet Keeting retired in 2017.
The city searched for a per-
manent city manager, but
failed to find a candidate they
liked better than Salomon.
They prevailed upon him to
take the position on a perma-
nent, if admittedly short-
term, basis.

In his letter, Salomon said
that his retirement in January
2021 will end his 45-year ca-
reer serving government
agencies, and will allow the
city time to interview and
hire a replacement. During

Steve Salomon plans to retire in January

his time as city manager, Sa-
lomon said, “the Council and
community have accom-
plished a great deal ... and
faced significant challenges.”
He went on to enumerate the
Miner Road sinkhole, re-
paired in less than six
months, the completion of the
$60 million road improve-
ment program approved by
voters, the opening of the Art
and Garden Center and
Wilder Fields, the installation
of Big Belly trash and recy-
cling containers, and the in-
crease in the library parcel
tax to keep the library open
seven days a week during
normal hours.

Salomon said it was an
honor and a pleasure to work
with seven Orinda council
members. He added, “I also
want to thank the community
for the exceptional volun-
teerism, passion and partici-
pation. Iwish you and the
community the best moving
forward in these challenging
times.”
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My husband, Dennis, and | have lived in Orinda for more than 30 years and enjoyed raising our two sons
in @ community with such great schools and family focus. We love living here and | have always actively
contributed my time and expertise to Orinda’s schools, charities, and volunteer government.

City agrees to 5-foot parking ban on El Toyonal
during red flag days

By Sora O'Doherty

Right before a flurry of red
flag days, the Orinda city
council on Aug. 18 adopted a
ban on parking within 5 feet
of the edge of the roadway
on El Toyonal. The matter
came back to the council af-
ter staff was asked to come
up with the best distance to
assure that emergency vehi-
cles can access the top of the
hill while residents can
safely evacuate if needed.

The ban addresses parking
alongside the road, and in-
cludes private driveways, so
that vehicle parking must
leave 5 feet of space from
where the driveway meets
the road.

Council Member Inga
Miller recognized that it is a
hard topic, and inconvenient
for people dealing with high
fire risk, but she said, “For
me it is a safety issue.” She
mentioned terrible tragedies
that have occurred right on

the other side of the same
hill. Council Member Nick
Kosla asked that complaints
and compliments be moni-
tored over the next six
months, and Director of Pub-
lic Works/Assistant City
Manager Larry Theis agreed.
“This is a pilot program,” he
added, that may be expanded
to other streets in the future.
He promised to track how it
goes on El Toyonal and re-
port back before the next fire
season.

Council Member Dennis
Fay thinks the city will learn
a lot from the pilot program,
and that it will inform work
in other parts of Orinda.
While Mayor Darlene Gee
acknowledged that there
may be some inconvenience,
she said, “We are all aware of
the danger and how chal-
lenging this area is.” She
agreed with Miller’s memo-
ries of the Oakland Hills fire.
The measure passed
unanimously.

As the current Mayor of Orinda, | have worked hard this year to lead our City during the dual challenges
of COVID-19 and the national unrest associated with social injustice and inequality. | am proud of
Orinda’s response to both these issues, as well as the key agenda we have furthered this year toward
fire prevention, infrastructure rehabilitation, downtown planning, and public safety.

| am honored to be in my fifth year serving on the Orinda City Council
and continue to have great energy toward moving our community
forward while preserving our exceptional quality of living. It has been
a privilege to use my experience serving Orinda and | ask for your
vote this November 3™,

To learn more about my professional background, accomplishments
and City service, and goals for the coming years, and to see a list of the
trusted leaders and community voices who support my campaign,
please visit my website at darlenegeeforcouncil.com.

= [VIOTE DARLENE GEE

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Darlene Gee for City Council 2020, FPPC 1428111
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Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get

rid of rats, mice and other rodents.
GUARANTEED

FREE In-Home Inspection,
Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount
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Realtor®, Luxury Property Specialist
T. 925.788.4963
E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com

Home Sales Sizzle!

It’s a great time to sell as motivated buyers are leaving
the cities and seeking all that Lamorinda offers.

Call me for a free market evaluation if
you are thinking of selling!
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©2020 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing
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OUSD approved new multi-purpose room at front of Sleepy Hollow

Sleepy Hollow Elementary School multi-purpose room Option

4 - New MPR at Lower Parking Lot.

Moraga-Orinda Fire District
to protect that single struc-

By Sora O'Doherty

The existing multi-purpose
room at Sleepy Hollow Ele-
mentary School will be de-
molished and a new one built
at the entrance to the school.
Having adopted a plan to
have all students and staff
shelter in the multi-purpose
room in the event of a wild-
fire, and installing a 10,000
gallon tank to enable the

District board undertook a
study of whether the existing
structure could be renovated
or should be replaced. The
board, at its Aug. 10 meeting,
considered various options,
but selected option 4, which
was the recommendation of
the bond executive team. The
project will be funded by

ture, the Orinda Union School

bond funds.

Under option 4, part of
the location of the existing
multi-purpose room will be-
come a parking lot to replace
the one currently in front of
the school, and a new multi-
purpose room will be built at
the front of the school. HKIT
Architect Inc.'s Principal Ar-
chitect Dara Youngdale gave
the presentation and an-

swered the board’s questions.

Hilary Weiner wanted to
know if the costs for relocat-
ing the building were in-
cluded, and Youngdale said
they were, including remov-
ing the existing solar struc-
ture and moving the portable
buildings. Youngdale said
that it is not anticipated that
the water tank would be
moved, but rather that a line

would be run from the tank to

the new multi-purpose room.
Board member Jason
Kaune said that the commit-
tee has done great work. He
added that the loss of the

space currently outside of the

multi-purpose room will be
offset by excitement of poten-
tial use of the uphill space for
other things. Board president
Cara Hoxie said that the new
plaza in the front and also a
fence for the front of the
school creates more of a con-
tained campus environment
than in the past.

Board vice president and
committee member Liz
Daoust had supported the op-
tion of building a new MPR in
the existing location, but said
she had really come around
to see all the benefits, includ-
ing the exciting opportunity
to use the existing space after
the existing building is gone.

In public comments, par-
ent Sarah Cherry was enthu-

siastic about having the
school all on one level. She
believes it will vastly improve
the look of the school. The
measure was approved unan-
imously and the board will
move forward to rapidly ad-
vance the project, with archi-
tectural plans by HKIT Archi-
tects, Inc., to be submitted to
the Division of the State Ar-
chitect in a timely manner.

Sleepy Hollow Principal
Patsy Templeton added a big
thank you to the committee,
staff and parents tasked with
finding the safest place on
campus to convene. Option 4
does that and more, she said.
The end result is going to be
fabulous, Templeton
concluded.

The car show must go on, but it is

now a tour

Neil Cunningham with his 1968 Ford Mustang

program. This year, organizer
John Vanek of Orinda Motors
says that, although the car
show cannot go on during the
COVID-19 pandemic, he is ex-
cited about the new 29.4-mile
classic car tour. On Saturday,
Sept. 12, the tour will feature
up to 100 classic cars. The
route will take them through

By Sora O'Doherty

For the past 15 years, the
Orinda Classic Car Show has
been a big attraction in the
autumn, and a big fundraiser
for the Orinda Association
and the main fundraiser for
the Seniors Around Town

Photo Sora O'Doherty

Orinda, Moraga, Lafayette and
even the Berkeley hills. How-
ever, because entries are lim-
ited to 100 this year and there
will not be any show atten-
dees, they are expecting a
shortfall of $15,000 in critical
funding for Seniors Around
Town.

... continued on Page A12

The Orinda Firewise Council says

; e
The Orinda Firewise Council is a consorti

um of non-partisan leaders representing over

1400 homes in Orinda Firewise neighorhoods that have come together to support
each other by sharing resources & to engage the City of Orinda and the
Moraga Orinda Fire District (MOFD) in wildfire prevention.

Dedicated

Let’s continue the progress we have made to
guide Orinda into the future while
preserving our community’s unique charm.
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Inga for Orinda City Council

- Thoughtful - Balanced

Paid for by Inga Miller for Orinda City Council 2020 FPPC # 1388379

www.lngaForOrinda.com
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| say “good,”

you say “neighbor.”

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

o StateFarm-

State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Split MOFD board declines to change reserve balance policy

By Nick Marnell

Despite the pandemic-driven
decrease in ambulance rev-
enue and other high-risk oper-
ating areas the district faces,
the Moraga-Orinda Fire Dis-
trict board voted 3-2 to main-
tain the policy of a general
fund balance equal to 17% of
fund revenue, quashing a mo-
tion to raise the level to a min-
imum of 30%.

Prudent fiscal manage-
ment involves keeping a rea-
sonable amount of money in a
reserve account to cover short-
term operating contingencies.
But public entities walk a fine
line between the right amount
and an excessive amount, as
public agencies are not in the
business of hoarding taxpayer
dollars.

“A fund balance is not a
savings account,” Director
John Jex said. “It’s putting
money away so that you can
operate successfully.”

Some of the operating
contingencies the district faces
include potential abatement
charges it has to pay upfront to
clear weeds from properties
whose owners defy the fire
code ordinance. The district
also faces uncertainty with its
ongoing pension costs and an
ambulance revenue shortfall
due to COVID-19.

Its unfunded pension lia-
bility remains a high-risk area
for the district, though MOFD
created a pension stabilization
trust fund to set aside money
to prepay pension costs. In
addition, the equity markets,
into which the district pension

plan manger invests more
than three-quarters of its as-
sets, have climbed nearly 40%
in three years.

On hold because of the
pandemic are capital im-
provements to Fire Stations 41
and 45 and the administration
center. The district may be
vulnerable to infrastructure
crises as upgrades to the
buildings were recommended
in the 2017 Facilities Plan and
it is not clear when these capi-
tal projects can be funded.

“When I listen to these
risks, and you’re looking at
two months of expenditures as
areserve, I feel that number is
grossly inadequate,” Jex said.

Vice President Craig Jor-
gens agreed on nearly dou-
bling the reserve policy, noting
how the Great Recession bat-

tered district finances. “We
need those kinds of reserves so
we can weather those kinds of
storms,” Jorgens said. “And we
might be in one of those
storms right now.”

The majority of the board
did not see it that way. “I'm
certainly in favor of having
more savings,” said Director
Michael Donner, a member of

the board majority that voted
against increasing the reserve
balance policy. “I'm not in fa-
vor of mandating it at the pre-
sent moment.” A motion to
maintain the current 17% level
passed, with Jorgens and Jex
voting against. “To identify
the risks and make no change
to address those risks I think is
incompetent,” Jex said.

Board of Directors
Wednesday, Sept. 16, 7 p.m.

ConFire
Board of Directors
Tuesday, Sept. 22, 1:00 p.m.

Fire District Public Meetings

Moraga-Orinda Fire District

For meeting times and agendas, visit www.cccfpd.org

s

For meeting times and agendas, visit www.mofd.org

Orinda reviews virtual evacuation as notification system is
updated, town hall scheduled

By Sora O’Doherty

Orinda Police Chief David
Cook reviewed the responses
to the survey of participants
in the recent virtual evacua-
tion drill with the city council
on Aug. 18. In the week that
the survey was available,
1,916 residents responded.
Cook noted that his informa-
tion came from the Moraga-
Orinda Fire District emer-
gency preparedness coordi-
nator, who worked on the
drill.

With 1,311 respondents
saying that they received a
Community Warning System
(CWS) text to their smart
phones, only 670 reported re-
ceiving a CWS text to a basic
cell phone; 156 respondents
said that they received a CWS
voice call to their home and
76 reported receiving a CWS
voicemail on their home
phone. In addition, 106 re-

an email either from CWS or
MOFD, 60 respondents re-
ported being notified by a
friend, neighbor or relative in
person, and 150 respondents
said they received no type of
alert.

The great majority of re-
spondents were over the age
of 50 and had no children in
their households. Over 88%
reported that they would be
willing and able to check on
their neighbors before leav-
ing in their vehicles. Only a
very small percent of the re-
spondents considered the ex-
ercise to be not valuable,
while the majority considered
it very valuable.

Cook reported that 3,156
“reverse 911” calls were
made, but that they were only
44% successful, which repre-
sented the highest failure rate
among the attempted con-
tacts. Nearly 8,675 emails
and 8,673 text messages were
sent out to residents notifying

In public comments, Nick
Warranoff suggested that
“given significant failure
rates, we need a subsequent
test soon.” Charles Porges
wondered how many people
did not receive a warning, ei-
ther because they didn’t sign
up or they did sign up, but
failed to get a warning. Cook
said that most people had
registered mobile phone
numbers and email ad-
dresses, but said he would
check with CWS.

Shortly after the Orinda
virtual evacuation drill, the
CWS changed its Caller ID
used to issue alerts from the
old caller ID number, 000-000-
0000, to the new caller ID
number, 925-655-0195.

Lamorinda CERT (Com-
munity Emergency Response
Team) reported that it has
been asked why the CWS sys-
tem changed its phone num-
ber at a time when the CWS is
so critical. CERT explained

owing to a change in FCC
rules, that would have caused
calls from the system to be
rejected and/or undeliverable
if reported as coming from
0000000000.

CERT advises that local
residents take the following
steps to make sure to receive
CWS alerts: add the new CWS
number as a new contact in
mobile devices and label it
“Community Warning Sys-
tem.” Then make this new
contact a favorite and add it
to emergency bypass. Accord-
ing to CERT, taking these steps
should stop calls from being
identified as Spam or silenced
by the Do Not Disturb feature
on your phone. For more in-
formation about the Commu-
nity Warning System visit:
www.CoCoCWS.us

Assemblymember Re-
becca Bauer-Kahan an-
nounced a Wildfire Pre-
paredness and Property In-
surance Virtual Town Hall to

be held from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m.
on Sept. 11. The town hall is
in partnership with California
Insurance Commissioner Ri-
cardo Lara and the Orinda
Firewise Council. The discus-
sion will cover how home-
owners can take steps to
lower wildfire risk, navigate
insurance issues and share
helpful resources. State Fire
Marshal Chief Mike Richwine,
Executive Director of United
Policyholders Amy Bach, Ex-
ecutive Director of United
Policyholders, and experts
from the Department of In-
surance will speak and an-
swer questions. Interested
persons can RSVP at
https://al6.asmdc.org/events
/upcoming-events and are
asked to submit questions in
advance, by Sept. 8, to
crb@insurance.ca.gov with
“Orinda Firewise Council
Town Hall” in the subject line.

spondents said that they got them of the drill. that the number was changed
3 3300 Block Sweet Dr. 900 Block Stow Ln. Donald Dr./Moraga Rd. Welfare Check 8
Puhllc SafetY Fraud False Pretenses Trespass Nuisance to the Corgnmunity Ordinance Violation 0
Emergency response: 3600 Block Mosswood Dr. School St./1St St. Disturbance-domestic Vehicle violations
Emergency: 24 Hours 911 3100 Block Kingsley P1. 3800 Block Happy Valley Rd. 100 Block Miramonte Dr. Reckless Driving
Police Dispatch: 24 Hours - 900 BlTolfkaountain View Dr. %88 g%oci ls\/fh%o'l }S:)tl Blvd Disglégbé?g il}thPeac% wd ](S:ear. Creskbflld/./l\flilamirﬁ)dPablo
entity Theft ock Mt. Diablo Blvd. oc eem Blvd. amino Pablo/Miner Rd.
. ?25_284_5010. 350(3)7 Block Brook St. (2) 1200 Block Pleasant Hill Rd. Loud Music Camino Pablo/Wb Sr 24
Nixle: Text your zip code to 888777 4100 Block Happy Valley Rd. 800 Block Oak St. Not Available Tc - Property Damage
or go to www.nixle.com 3200 Block Sweet Dr. 3500 Block Oconner Dr. 200 Block Rheem Blvd. Camino Pablo/Miner Rd.
Lafayette Police Department: Petty Theft 3400 Block Little Ln. Campolindo High School Shell
3471 Mt. Diablo Blvd. 925-283-3680 900 Block Moraga Rd. Trespass W/ Vehicle Canyon Club Brewery Vehicle Theft
Chief of Police, Ben Alldritt 3700 Block Mosswood Dr. Deer Hill Rd./Pleasant Hill Rd. Loud Noise 20 Block Camino Del Diablo
925-299-3221 gOO Block St. Marys Rd. Unwi'mteq Gulest i 2100 B{oclﬁ Donald Dr. lllV[chI_me_ll l\iurse_ry
Police Department Tip Line avarian Ln./Bavarian Ct. Olympic Blvd./Windtree Ct., Wer 2000 Block Ascot Dr. Other criminal activity
| 1p 3200 Block S Lucille Ln. 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. Not Available Grand Theft
94549Tip@gmail.com 3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. 1200 Block Pleasant Hill Rd. Not Available 50 Block Tarry Ln.
Police Department Traffic Issues Residential Burglary Violation Custody Order Loud Party Identity Theft
94549Traffic@gmail.com 3800 Block Los Arabis Dr. Police Department (2) Not Available 60 Block Meadow View Rd.
Moraga Police Department: Shoplift 1200 Block Warner Ct. (2) Not Available 20 Block Rheem Blvd.
329 Rheem Blvd.. 925-888-7055 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. Violation Restraining Order 80 Block Miramonte Dr. Police Department
Chief of Police, ] c;n King ext. 7049 N}usal};ce to ahe Community 3500 Block Walnut St. Vandalism . 40 Biocllz Lost Valley Dr.
Orinda Police Department: P10 Block Orehard Rd. : 500 Block Rheem Blvd, it
22 Orinda Way ~ 925-254-6820 10 Block Southampton Pl Moraga Police Not Available 50 Block Moraga Way
Chief of Police, David M. Cook 3600 Block Bickerstaff St. Department 2000 Block Donald Dr. Petty Theft
925-254-6820 Loud Noise ) Incident Other Ritfe Aid
Orindatip@cityoforinda.org gg?&g%?ifl%%h%iﬁﬁg%ﬁ%élz) Summary Co‘i\lllilrzg;oclg&orgons Park Pet%a/1 ;}X\;ERFrom Veh
Lafayette Police 3400 B%oclﬁ Sch0ﬁl 1St. Report Loiterir{g « Buckingh . Belafr Creek Rd./Camino Pablo
3300 Block Kincheloe Ct. (2) 60 Block Buckingham Dr. Shoplift
Del?al'tment 3700 Block Rose Ct. Aug. 11 - Aug. 23 Ordinance Violatiorgl CE/’S
Incident 200 Block Lafayette Cr Alarms 13 10 Block Miramonte Dr. Warrant Arrest
Summary Loud Party ) 911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 10 2100 Block Donald Dr. 400 Block Camino Sobrante
Report 3200 Block Mt. Diablo Ct. Traffic ) 24 Country Club Dr./St Andrews Dr.  Nuisance to the Community
600 Block Burton Dr. Suspicious Circumstances 10 Public Assembly Check Disturbing The Peace
Aug. 9 - Aug. 22 Rowland Dr./Reliez Valley Rd. Suspicious Subject 2 Rheem Elementary School 10 Block Lost Valley Dr.
Alarms 47 Coralee Ln./Acalanes Rd. (2) Suspicious Vehicle 8 Safeway Barbara Rd./Oak Rd.
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 18 Rowe Pl./Moraga Rd. Service to Citizen 29 Rheem Valley Shopping Center Loud Music
Traffic 69 Public Nuisance Patrol Req./Security Check 15 Cvs 10 Block Patricia Rd.
Suspicious Circumstances 10 3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2) Supplemental Report 5 Trespass 10 Block Hall Dr.
Suspicious Subject 20 3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. Vacation House Check 0 Via Joaquin/Alta Mesa Dr. 30 Block Sleepy Hollow Ln.
Suspicious Vehicle 16 Mt. Diablo Blvd./Happy Valley Rd. Welfare Check 3 Safeway 30 Block Lombardy Ln.
Service to Citizen 61 El Curtola Blvd./EDb Sr 24 Ordinance Violation 0 10 Block Miramonte Dr. Loud Noise
Patrol Req./Security Check 45 Vandalism Vehicle violations Violation Restraining Ord 20 Block Ramona Dr.
Pubic/School Assembly Check 0 3500 Block Terrace Way Excessive Speed 300 Block Birchwood Dr. 10 Block La Madronal
Supplemental Report 21 900 Block Moraga Rd. Rheem Bumoraga Rd Loud Party
Vacation House Check 10 4000 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2) Moraga Way/Camino Ricardo j Lombardy Ln./Van Ripper Ln.
Welfare Check 30 Other Moraga Way/Moraga Rd. ORINDA 100 Block Hall Dr.
Ordinance Violation 2 Animal Cruelty Safeway : i = Other
Vehicle violations 1000 Block Stuart St. Moraga Rd./Madrone ! Accident Property
Dui Misd Covid19 Violation Moraga Rd./Woodford Dr. =] Glorietta Blvd./Moraga Way

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. 900 Block Of Oakhill Rd. Rheem Blvd./Park St. Camino Pablo/Eb Sr 24
Hit And Run Misdemeanor K9 Outside Assist Request Hit And Run Misdemeanor . . Mcdonnell Nursery

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. 1000 Block Sunvalley Blvd., Phi Ivy Dr./Miramonte Dr. Orinda Police Department  covid19 Violation

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2) Litter Reckless Driving Incident Summary Report 200 Block Longview Terrace

3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. El Nido Ranch Rd./Wb Sr 24 Moraga Rd./Ascot Dr. Aug. 9 - Aug. 22 Dalewood Dr./Sundown Terrace,
Reckless Driving Mentally I1l Violent Tharp Dr./Camino Pablo 8 8 Other Felony

Mt. Diablo Blvd./Hampton Rd. 10 Block Diablo Cir. Moraga Way/Coral Dr., Ori Alarms ) 34 10 Block Crown Ct.

. Moraga Rd.Nephi Ct. 3400 Block Moraga Blvd. Tl 911 Calls Gncludes hangups) 11 Revocation Of Probation
¢ - Property Damage Phone Harass amper With Vehicle L A Cvs

Lafagettg Cir./Mts Diablo Blvd. 3200 Block Camino Colorados 1900 Block Ascot Dr. Suspicious Circumstances 2 Violation Restraining Ord

3700 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2) 900 Block Kelley Ct. Other criminal activity Suspicious Subject 9 10 Block Gardiner Ct.

Mt. Diablo Blvd./Moraga Rd. Threats Petty Theft Suspicious Vehicle 6 Possession Of Stolen Prop
Other criminal activity 900 Block Diablo Dr. 1500 Block Canyon Rd. Service to Citizen 67 Beverages And More
Computer Fraud 500 Block Mcbride Dr. Petty Theft From Veh Patrol Req./Security Check 62

3800 Block Happy Valley Rd. 1700 Block Toyon Rd. 1900 Block Ascot Dr. Pubic/School Assembly Check 6

Fraud Credit Card

Shoplift

Supplemental Report 16




WIPE OR LIGHTLY RINSE YOUR
CONTAINERS AND PLASTICS, AND
PREVENT CONTAMINATED RECYCLING.

Empty. Clean. Dry. When you follow those three words you’re helping
to keep our recycling valuable. Bottles, cans and plastics that are dirty
with leftover food or liquids can contaminate valuable recycling.

Do your part. Keep it clean and recycle smart!

Recycle
see*SMart

Central Contra Costa Solid Waste Authority

recyclesmart._ |
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Letters to the editor

Opposition to Measure R

My wife and I are residents of Wilder and
are in a subset of Orinda / Lamorinda resi-
dents that are disproportionately taxed but
receive somewhat lesser benefits than
other residents. While we understand this
is California and over-regulation and tax
grabs are unfortunately the norm, it is get-
ting out of hand particularly with our lives
and livelihoods, as well as that of our
neighbors, all being materially and ad-
versely affected by the ongoing pandemic
and related public safety issues.

We are staunchly against Measure R as
another ill-advised, hare-brained and bor-
derline illegal tax grab by local officials.
This adds to the list of nonsensical actions
around basically pimping out Wilder House
for tax revenues, sloppy enforcement of the
fields, an even more idiotic placement of a
memory care facility on a major highway
near Wilder and other tax grabs - all
shenanigans that Wilder residents are
gearing up to fight.

We ask that the relevant officials think
things through for all residents, as opposed
to focusing simply on their budget and
touting their ability to stay in office.

Chris Shen
Orinda

In Consideration of Fairness

I am responding to Jim Evert’s letter in the
August 19, 2020, issue of this newspaper.
Mr. Evert argues that people chose to live
on private streets in Orinda and so it is fair
that they should accept the cost of main-
taining those streets personally. But what
he doesn’t take into consideration is that
the city has not accepted any public streets
since its incorporation. In this tight housing
market, people are forced to buy homes
where they can find them, whether they
are on private streets or not. The city puts
home buyers in Orinda between a rock and
a hard place: it isn’t just the Wilder devel-
opment on which the city has forced pri-
vate streets — it is any street built since
1985. Thirty percent of Orinda’s streets are
now private.

As far as Wilder homes go, Mr. Evert
argues that they are less expensive because
they are on private streets. However, in ad-
dition to the public road taxes that all Orin-
dans pay, the city also required each Wilder
homeowner to pay off a six-figure Mello-
Roos bond, to pay an annual GHAD assess-
ment, and to build the city an Arts and
Garden Center, 5 playing fields, and the Red
Tail Hawk Equestrian Center. The annual
special assessments for their upkeep in
perpetuity, and the HOA dues which fund
future road repairs and maintenance, cost
each homeowner in the five figures annu-
ally and continues to rise.

On the other hand, Mr. Evert’s own
public residential street was repaired last
year at the cost of $600,000, paid for in part
by the taxes of private road residents. I
think he needs to revisit the issue of
“fairness.”

Robert Finch
Orinda

Elect Gina Dawson for Lafayette City
Council

Gina Dawson is a leader of intelligence, in-
tegrity, perseverance, and passion, who has
used her excellent communication skills to
effect positive change in Lafayette.

Gina cares deeply about our natural
world and the safety and well-being of our
entire community. As a watchdog for com-
munity safety, she co-founded Save our
Trees to hold PG&E accountable on their
unsubstantiated plans to remove hundreds
of our heritage oaks in the name of “public
safety.” Through passion and perseverance,
Gina leveraged this community controversy
into something positive, by creating a vehi-
cle for increased public safety. She collabo-
ratively formed the Lafayette Gas Safety Al-
liance with residents, PG&E, the CPUC, and
the City to improve transparency, commu-
nication, and decision making on natural
resources and pipeline safety.

Our local schools have also benefited
from Gina’s leadership. For example, Gina
successfully led fundraising and communi-
cation campaigns in the formation of
Lafayette Partners in Education (LPIE). For
those of you who enjoyed our Lafayette
farmer’s market, it was Gina, who co-
founded it with Sustainable Lafayette.

Gina’s plans to increase low income
housing opportunities in Lafayette, while
protecting our open spaces. She knows that
diversity and inclusivity are community
strengths. When I first met Gina, I was
struck by her positive and friendly attitude
as well as her presence and listening
abilities.

I encourage you to vote for Gina Daw-
son for Lafayette Community Council. A
vote for Gina is a vote for a positive,
healthy, and inclusive future.

Deborah Callister
Lafayette

What is fair for private roads?

Half of my road is public and gets main-
tained with public funds. The other half
does not. I pay for the public road mainte-
nance bonds, taxes and fees but do not get
my half maintained. I am offended and
dismayed by Jim Evert's letter of 8/19/2020.
Jim Evert contends that the sales price
of a home is lower on a private road. The
data I have seen contradict his claim. He

further contends that the fees paid by the
Wilder developer would have increased the
price of each home without knowing what
those fees might be.

The unfairness begins because the fu-
ture residents are not present at the nego-
tiation between the city and the developer.
If the new and up to code Wilder roads
were public, the city would incur (almost)
NO COST for about 25 years, during which
time the residents would have paid 25
years of bonds, taxes and fees for public
road maintenance. Surely this should enti-
tle them to public maintenance thereafter.
The newcomers to our community are get-
ting a really bad deal because of city
choices, even if they purchased "willingly".

I believe that had the residents of
Wilder been given a choice of paying a
slightly higher sales price for a public road
they would have done so.

Excluding some long paying residents
IS unfair. Making private road residents
pay for public road maintenance without
getting their road repaved IS unfair. And
making the residents of Wilder pay exces-
sive amounts IS unfair.

I understand the attitude "it's not my
road so tough" but we as a Community
fund all road maintenance. We as a Com-
munity will decide what is right and what
is fair. The current situation is not.
Charles Porges
A non-Wilder Orinda resident

A vote for Renata Sos

I am enthusiastically supporting Renata Sos
for election to our Moraga Town Council
and I encourage you to join me in voting
for her on Nov. 3. Renata has served Mor-
aga with excellence since being chosen
from a field of eleven applicants to fill a va-
cancy on the Council in September of 2018.
During these unprecedented times, we
need the most experienced, stable, intelli-
gent, and value-centered leadership possi-
ble and Renata fills that bill.

Having worked with her directly in the
community, I know her deep commitment
to always doing her homework on issues, to
listening to all opinions and perspectives,
and to making decisions that she believes
are best. Renata is a collaborator and
proactively reaches out. I admire her intel-
lect and am grateful for all the years she
has served as a volunteer leader in our
Town- in her daughter’s schools and their
sports teams, as a Planning Commissioner,
and now on our Town Council. Having
served two terms on the Moraga School
District Governing Board, I know first-hand
the long hours such unpaid public service
requires.

Most importantly, Renata embodies the
very values that most of us hold dear and
her leadership reflects those values. We are
so very fortunate to live in this lovely place.
My husband and I worked on incorpora-
tion along with many people who still re-
side here, wanting to make local decisions
that reflect our desire for protected hill-
sides, excellent schools, outstanding and
responsive emergency services, and great
outdoor recreation activities, while staying
firmly dedicated to fiscal responsibility.

As I see families walking or biking to-
gether during these pandemic days, I am
reminded of how fortunate we are to live
here. Keeping Moraga safe, strong and wel-
coming requires the kind of dedication Re-
nata provides. I am grateful for all who
have served on our Council over the years
and especially grateful that Renata is will-
ing to continue serving all of us.

Please visit her website (www.Renata-
S0s2020.com) to learn more about her and
then join me in casting a vote for Renata
Sos for Moraga Town Council on Nov. 3.
Maridel Moulton
Moraga

Measure R Q&A

Another General Sales Tax? No Way!

I hate taxes, too. Name a country that
doesn’t pay for infrastructure with taxes
and let’s move there. Of all the property
taxes we pay, the city only gets $.07 of each
dollar. If you want to start a movement to
fix that, call me. Otherwise, we are stuck
with a hobbled City Hall.

This is a terrible time for a tax! Covid!
The Economy!

When is it a good time to tax? Covid
will end someday. The economy goes up
and down. Wildfires are getting worse
every year. What if we don’t make it
through a fire season while we’re waiting
for better times? The city has a moral and
fiduciary responsibility to engage around
fire mitigation and the infrastructure.

State Insurance Commissioner Ricardo
Lara states that insurance companies look
at how well neighborhoods have hardened
their homes AND how functional the infra-
structure is as part of their risk assessment.
While waiting for a good time to tax our-
selves, our insurance gets cancelled or
triples due to bad infrastructure and excess
fuel just waiting to catch. Penny wise,
pound foolish?

This tax is regressive

Not as regressive as a parcel tax is.
Plus, groceries and prescriptions are
exempt.

This tax hurts Orinda businesses

If you've been shopping in Moraga or
Walnut Creek to avoid paying taxes here,
you have been paying a 1% added tax
there. Lafayette has no extra tax. Bet you
haven’t even noticed that on your receipts.

How will we know the money is spent

www.lamorindaweekly.com

the right way?

City council members have come
through on the current general tax so far.
They know that we are concerned and they
are scared of losing their own homes or
lives in a wildfire, too. The Orinda Firewise
Council and the citizen oversight committee
assigned to this tax will ride herd on this
like never before. The state has been burn-
ing up all around. This is serious. This is
scary. This is a problem we can make a lot
better. Vote Yes on R.

Melanie Light
Orinda

Protect Orinda - Vote Yes on Measure R

Orinda needs Measure R, to introduce a
new 1% Transactions and Use Tax (TUT)* to
replace the existing %% TUT, which is due
to expire in 2023.

Passage of this measure will provide
Orinda an estimated $2.4 M per year, a re-
source the City needs to significantly reduce
the city's risk of catastrophic damage due to
wildfires and flooding, and to protect the
recent investments made in our roads.

Recent lightning-caused wildfires and
the fact that much of Orinda is in an Ele-
vated or Extreme fire risk area, provide a
very clear warning that our City must pre-
pare for potential severe wildfires, and
must take steps to reduce wildfire risk.

The failure of the storm-drain pipe un-
der Miner Road caused a dangerous sink-
hole, clearly demonstrating what can hap-
pen if we don't address very old storm
drain pipes in need of repair or
replacement.

In the past several years, we have in-
vested heavily in repairing many of our
roads. Most are now in very good condi-
tion, and will stay that way for a number of
years. But, if we don't perform needed
maintenance, they will fall apart again, and
we will have wasted all the money we
spent.

Measure R will provide Orinda with
resources we desperately need to address
these issues and will give the City flexibility
to direct funds where they are most ur-
gently needed. The mandated annual audit
and the required citizens' oversight com-
mittee will assure that the funds provided
are spent effectively.

* A Transactions and Use Tax is a type
of sales tax that applies not only to items
sold in the city, but also to items, such as
cars, major electronics, and appliances that
are purchased outside the city, for use in
the city.

Vote YES on Measure R.

Jud Hammon
Orinda

Measure R support

I support the passage of Measure R because
of what I have learned about the threat to
Orinda from catastrophic wildfire. Chief
David Winnacker was the catalyst when he
spoke to a neighborhood group about what
fire scientists know about where and how a
fire would be likely to start in our area:
Briones, at night from a lightning source,
after dry winter excess fuel buildup, with
windy conditions, and CalFire strained by
other fires. If that doesn’t sound familiar,
turn on your TV or log in. Better yet, make
sure you are registered for the CWS alert
system and pay attention to evacuation in-
formation.

Involvement with the Firewise Neigh-
borhood Council has taught me that citi-
zens in this community are eager for ag-
gressive fire suppression. Many neighbor-
hoods are organized to promote fuel miti-
gation, but we lack the resources needed to
catch up to the dry fuel backlog built up
over many years. Measure R will front load
that effort and provide an ongoing source
of funds to continue the work in the future.

The national CV-19 virus situation and
the smoky sky outside my window demon-
strate once again how interdependent we
are. This tiny tax increase allows the com-
munity to invest in vital roads and storm
drains in addition to fire prevention. The
Orinda Firewise Council is committed to
oversight of Measure R spending to ensure
it is focused on the needs identified in the
neighborhoods. This is an investment in
the common good.

Dan Detzner
Orinda

Vote Gina Dawson for Lafayette City
Council

I encourage you to vote for Gina Dawson in
the upcoming City Council election.

I've known Gina for ten years. Here
are a few things that I'd like you to know
about her. Gina is practical and level-
headed. She’s an excellent manager,
meaning she knows how to organize her
time and get things done. And, when it
comes to new information, she does her
homework.

Gina’s a good consensus seeker, an-
other quality we can use more of in today’s
politics. That said, Gina is driven by core
values of caring for people, the environ-
ment, and public education. We can count
on her to make the right choices when
challenging issues emerge.

It’s also worth noting Gina’s been en-
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dorsed by the entire sitting City Council,
several former Lafayette mayors and many
appointed officials, among others. With a
new General Plan coming up in the next
few years and with all the challenges the
Pandemic is bringing to Lafayette, we’ll be
well served by having Gina on our city
council.

You can find out more about Gina at
www.ginadawson2020.com/.

Thank you for your consideration.
Rick Reed
Orinda

Please vote for Carl Anduri

I urge you to vote for Carl Anduri for
Lafayette City Council. Carl and his family
moved to Lafayette in 1980. Carl is experi-
enced in city government and has the
knowledge and compassion to effectively
represent us. He has been actively in-
volved in our community for years and
served on several task forces, the Planning
Commission and the City Council. Carl has
the experience and proven track record to
lead our community.

As a former Planning Commissioner, I
believe it is important for a Council mem-
ber candidate to have served on the Plan-
ning Commission. In this capacity, one
truly hears and learns the development
concerns and positions of many of our res-
idents. It is through this experience a
council candidate can understand how our
residents vision growth for our city. Also,
as a Planning Commissioner, one becomes
well versed in the planning and land use
documents that guide the future growth of
our city. Having this background is impor-
tant since a large portion of the Council’s
role is to make decisions on how our City
will or will not develop. Carl has the expe-
rience and ability to balance the growth
needs of our community, protect our hill-
sides, expand open spaces and create a vi-
brant, pedestrian friendly downtown.

Carl is respectful, honest, experienced,
hardworking, reasonable, a thoughtful
leader, and he LOVES Lafayette. These are
all the necessary qualifications for an ef-
fective Council member. Please vote for
Carl in November.

Patricia Curtin
Lafayette resident for 32 years
Former Planning Commissioner

Vote “Yes” on Measure R

As a homeowner in Orinda, I write in sup-
port of the very small 0.5% tax increase
that Measure R stipulates. The measure is
written as an increase of 1% because
Orinda already has a sales tax of 0.5%
which is set to expire, so this measure only
increases what we are used to spending by
0.5%. I support this measure because of
how Orinda plans to spend this money:
dedicated to fire prevention and mitigation.
Although as an individual homeowner I
have taken steps to ameliorate fire hazards
on my property, individual homeowners
cannot do it alone. Through this measure,
Orinda will have a continual, consistent
funding source to keep our community as
fire safe as possible. Moraga has already
passed a measure on this issue, and it’s
time for Orinda to do the same. When I
hear about communities being dropped
from insurance policies, I worry. When I
smell the smoke from nearby fires, I worry.
I am so grateful that I can turn these wor-
ries into action by voting YES on Measure
R. Please join in me in doing our p art to
keep our communities safe from wildfires.
It’s a small price to pay for better piece of
mind.

Maggie Reeves

Orinda

Vote for Carl Anduri for Lafayette City
Council

In these challenging times the City of
Lafayette is fortunate to have a person with
Carl’s skills and experience willing to once
again serve our City as a member of the
City Council. I say “once again” because it is
rare that one of our citizens, having retired
from public office, is willing to do it again!
Carl has already served on the Council for
10 years 2002-2012. He was Mayor in 2005
and 2011.

He recently retired as president of a
global network of law firms. Thank you,
Carl, for returning to city government. I
first met Carl when I was Mayor. We recog-
nized early on that he was a very thought-
ful problem solver. He listens carefully and
respectfully. Recognizing his many skills,
we wisely appointed him to serve on the
Planning Commission. Subsequently he was
elected to Council. Now he returns to us
having added years of experience to his
impressive skill set. He knows our commu-
nity very well. Our citizens appreciate that
Carl listens to all sides of an issue and com-
municates his insights clearly. He loves
Lafayette.

I encourage you to join me in voting
for Carl Anduri for Lafayette City Council.
Judy Garvens
former mayor of Lafayette

... continued on next Page
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The future site of the Terraces of Lafayette
... continued from Page Al

With the defeat of Measure L
in 2018, the developer,
O'Brien Homes, resumed the
original application for the
315-unit apartment project
under the process agreement.
The project includes 20% (63
units) offered as low-income
housing and as such has pro-
tection under the Housing
Accountability Act.

Council members took
the opportunity to hear from
and ask questions of city
staff, the police chief, and the
traffic consultants. Indeed
many questions focused on a
fire evacuation scenario and
the reliability of the traffic
reports, but as the council
weighed up the factors, they
were very much mindful of
HAA laws, which Bryan Wen-
ter, Attorney for the devel-
oper, pointed out “mandates
approval.”

The decade of meetings,
lawsuits and controversy,
which has garnered national
attention at times, holding
Lafayette up as a poster-child
for NIMBY-ism, has been very
divisive for the city. This was
certainly clear from the 30
public comments, equally
split both in favor of and
against the project.

Those for the project
spoke of the much-needed
low-income housing this
would provide, the diversity
they say it would bring and
suggested the council should
examine how history will
judge them whilst those
against the apartments urged
leaders not to add extra traf-
fic, with one speaker suggest-
ing Deer Hill Road would be a
“funnel of death.” On an
evening thick with smoke
from 300 fires blazing across
California, a fire evacuation
seemed to be on everyone’s
minds.

And it was with fire in
mind that Candell said she
could not support putting
high density housing in a
high fire zone. “I'm really
concerned,” she said.

Burks also grappled with

risks. He agreed however
with Mayor Mike Anderson,
Council Member Teresa Ger-
ringer and Council Member
Steven Bliss, in their confi-
dence in testimony from the
fire and police chiefs on
safety. Burks said that it
would take combined leader-
ship to get through some sig-
nificant risk.

“We need to be very clear
and demanding in that re-
gard,” said Burks. The council
all agreed to work closely
with fire and police depart-
ments in the area of wildfire
safety across the city.

A statement from Dennis
O’Brien said, “We are enor-
mously grateful to the many
supporters in the community
who spoke in favor of this
important project, city staff
for their years of hard work,
and the council for their con-
fidence in us in the face of
relentless pressure. Although
it has been frustrating to see
this project take nearly a
decade to obtain approval, we
are happy that we have fi-
nally reached that point, and
we look forward to our pro-
ject becoming a part of the
Lafayette community.”

Following the meeting Je-
remy Levine of Inclusive
Lafayette, an organization
that supports the Terraces,
said that he was impressed by
the council’s civil discourse.

“I am confident the
council has made the best de-
cision for Lafayette's long-
term future. State law created
a set of incentives that meant
we could not afford the risk
of denying the proposal or
demanding more review of
any kind,” said Levine. “For-
tunately, most of the council
deferred to the expertise of
our excellent city staff, par-
ticularly Greg Wolff and Rob
Hodil, in order to guide their
decision.”

Levine says, “Everyone
can agree that traffic and fire
risk along Pleasant Hill Road
is frustrating and terrifying,
but, after nine years of re-
search, no evidence that
would stand up in a court of
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Controversial apartments get the
green light
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law suggests the Terraces will
negatively impact fire evacu-
ation times. Virtually all
other concerns brought up by
the opposition have become
legally irrelevant.”

Anderson said after the
meeting that he was very
pleased with the large degree
of public participation in the
Terraces of Lafayette appeal
procedure and the thorough
deliberations of the city
council that highlighted the
safety of the residents in the
area, while balancing the op-
tions and potential legal lia-
bilities to make the best, al-
though not unanimous deci-
sion, concluding a nine-year-
long planning process.

It may be the end of the
planning process, but it is
unlikely an end to the
controversy.

Pointing to what Michael
Griffiths of Save Lafayette
calls "erroneous and unsub-
stantiated statements" made
by the city’s own consultants,
he says that verbal opinions
without basis were accepted
as fact while proven findings
of outside experts on traffic,
air pollution and wildlife
were virtually ignored.

“The council further ig-
nored the true findings of its
own traffic and pollution
studies while accepting erro-
neous and unsubstantiated
statements, made by those
same consultants,” says Grif-
fiths. “The city staff and at-
torney had previously kept
the pressure on the planning
commission by making false
and/or irrelevant statements
to the commission.”

“So how was it that the
four council members saw fit
to approve the project four to
one?” asks Griffiths. “A good
question, which will be re-
solved in the courts over the
coming months and years.”
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Total Clean
Congratulates
Martha Beltran

22 Years

of
Dedicated Service

MCVE COORDINATORS

All-Women Company Serving
East Bay Residents for Over 20 Years

COMPLETE MOVE &
COORDINATION SPECIALISTS

* CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION *

FULL PACKING & UNPACKING SERVICES
PACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

plan, sort, pack, label and help with what to keep, toss, donate, consign

UNPACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

plxtey furmture, seCng up kichen, sogaainiag ciesels. tapbodds and drawers

Insured, Bonded, and Green

Nominated by SCORE
for Outstanding
Woman-Owned Small Business

925.330.1988

heflp@carelreemoves.ned
v carelreemawes. net

Letters to the editor

... continued from Page A10
Vote Jex for MOFD

As longtime residents of Moraga,
my wife and I have been con-
cerned for years about the finan-
cial ability of MOFD to expand
their leadership to help Moraga
and Orinda become strong Fire-
Wise communities. Under the ef-
fort of directors Jex of Moraga,
and Jorgens of Orinda, the chipper
program has helped many of our
neighborhoods to reduce the fire
risk by prioritizing prevention.
We are appreciative of their lead-
ing the way. We need their con-
tinuing efforts during the next
four years to finally get the job
done. Without someone on the
board like them, who have
worked to build the financial re-
sources, we are fearful the finan-
cial capability of the district will
be weakened and unable to do the
job.

William D. Wright

Moraga

It’s About Time!

I am writing to add my support
for Orinda’s Downtown Precise
Plan [covering privately owned
property] which will complement
the ConnectOrinda Plan [covering

City-owned property]. The plan-
ning process for both plans has
been extraordinary with many
community meetings and much
citizen involvement. It’s about
time we did something about our
tired-looking downtown!

Believe it or not, since The-
ater Square opened 25 years ago,
Orinda has not seen a single new
project break ground in our
“commercial” districts. In addi-
tion, only two of the current 53
commercial buildings in Orinda
have been renovated during that
timeframe. We have work to do if
we want to encourage renovations
and new development. Our height
and residential density limits are
so outdated and restrictive they
actually discourage commercial
property owners from making
improvement to their properties.
We should support the Downtown
Precise Plan now being formu-
lated so we can address the
changes that are needed to
Orinda’s old Objective Design
Standards. We all need to get
involved.

In my experience, there is
more and better shopping avail-
able in the Town of Moraga. We
can do better. We deserve better!

Ellen Dale
Orinda

KAAREN

BRICKMAN

REALTOR®
925.351.5049
kaaren@dudum.com
DRE# 01932119

EXCITING NEWS!
I'm now a proud member of

DUDU

DRE 02

SELLING LAMORINDA..AND BEYOND

= e
JUST LISTED

32 SAINT CLAIRE LANE, PLEASANT HILL

4 BD, 2.5 BA, 2,425+/- SF
OFFERED AT $1,049,000

SOLD . REPRESENTED BUYERS

1119 OAK HILL ROAD, LAFAYETTE

4 BD, 2.5 BA, 2,531+/- SF
SOLD FOR $1,685,000

SOLD
1143 SANDERS DRIVE, MORAGA
3 BD, 3 BA, 2113+/- SF
SOLD FOR $1,305,000

SOLD - REPRESENTED BUYERS

91 SILVERWOOD DRIVE, LAFAYETTE
3BD, 2.5 BA, 2,157+/- SF
SOLD FOR $1,600,000

Bay Area

( \[/) Greenscapes, Inc.

* Design & Consulting

« New Landscape Installation * Re-Landscape & Remodel
* Residential & Commercial * Green Landscape Options

* Maintenance & Clean Ups * Synthetic Lawn Installation

Synthetic Grass - Installation - Landscaping
_-—-—'_'___-

1801 Saint Mary's Rd. Moraga, CA 94556

Phone (925) 819-2100

CA Lic# 938445
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DESIGN + REFINISHING » INSTALLATION:

1925-376-1118

CALL TOM )
FOR A FREE Since 1993!

Tom Gieryng, owner and operator
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COMPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!
Fully Insured <« Certified Arborists < License #655977
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com

Building
Foundations

- I '-_"f-"r"if ‘?:I ° Lifting

UNDERPINNING - s

e Stabilizing
EENERLL CENTRAETER LIE. SEPE2Y

707 310-0602

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

WENERLL £

LIE. BETIZE

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Learning: Empowered!
offers quality online tutoring
in a variety of subjects.

Chemistry ¢« Math
Biology * English * Spanish

708-5423

Academic Tutoring

1480 Moraga Road Suite C #211 Moraga, CA 94556 ¢ info@learningempoweredtutoring.com ¢ www.learningempoweredtutoring.com

The car show must go on, but it is

now a tour

... continued from Page A7

Among the 100 cars par-
ticipating in the tour will be a
classic 1968 Ford Mustang GT.
Neil Cunningham acquired
the classic car, which is almost
identical to the car driven by
Steve McQueen in the iconic
movie, “Bullitt.” That vehicle
was sold at auction last Janu-
ary for $3.74 million, making
it the most expensive car in
the world. Cunningham was
absolutely amazed when he
was able to secure a black
California license plate for his
car reading JJZ 109. The plate
in the movie was JJZ 109, so
the substitution of the roman

numeral I is as close as Cun-
ningham could possibly get.
His car is painted the same
Highland Green as in the
movie. Cunningham, a retired
San Francisco police officer,
is a huge fan of all things
Steve McQueen, and Mc-
Queen’s son Chad McQueen
has even autographed the
dash of Cunningham’s car.
Vanek has put a lot of
work into the classic car tour.
He wanted to maintain conti-
nuity and have people show
their classic cars. He also
wanted to keep the sponsors
and the charities, and to gen-
erally make people feel better
during the pandemic, without
having thousands of people

showing up in Orinda. The
participants will meet at the
same place outside Orinda
Motors, but they won’t con-
gregate. The cars will leave
on the tour in groups of about
20.

The tour will also take
advantage of technology that
is available, including Zoom.
Vanek says that there will be
a team of photographers, in-
cluding a drone, throughout
the course. Steve Harwood,
known locally as “The Voice
of Orinda,” will serve as the
Master of Ceremonies for the
event, which will be hosted
on Zoom live. The video of
the event will continue to be
available on the website.

Donations to Seniors Around Town can be made directly to the Orinda Association at

www.orindaassociation.org.

The route and other information about the classic car tour is available at
www.orindacarshow.com/2020-16th-annual-orinda-classic-car-show-underway/

CUDUM

RAEAL ERTATE CGEOUM

DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP

BLUXURY

LAMORINDA
999 OAK HILL RD., #100
LAFAYETTE, CA 94549

WALNUT CREEK
1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100
WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596

DANVILLE
100 RAILROAD AVE., #A
DANVILLE, CA 94523

BRENTWOOD
60 EAGLE ROCK WAY, #B

). . P .
(//m/////'////(‘ @ /'/'///'/'//m
BRENTWOOD, CA 94513

WWW.DUDUM.COM

0:925.284.1400 F:925.284.1411

0:925.937.4000 F:925.937.4001

0:925.800.3510 F:925.800.3520

0:925.937.4000 F:925.937.4001

$1,575,000

ADAM HAMALIAN

925.708.5630

DRE# 01917597

CHRISTINA LINEZO

TINA FRECHMAN

925.915.0851

1492 BOULEVARD WAY, W.C.

$1,249,000

415.425.3085

DRE# 01964989

A

HURLBUT TEAM

925.383.5500

3357 KINCHELOE COURT, LAFAYETTE  $5,850,000

ol —

925.817.9053

DRE# 01938194

JULIE DEL SANTO

BROKER/OWNER

DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP 925.é84.1400

680 & 680-A CENTER ST., SARANAP  $1,950,000

925.818.5500

DRE# 01290985

LISA TICHENOR

MARY PISCITELLI/PETER GILLIS

925.765.9095

925.285.1093
DRE# 01478540
MATT McLEOD

RACHEL DREYER RUTH EDDY

L5

925.464.6500

DRE# 01310057

415.990.1672

DRE# 01994561

925.788.5449

DRE# 01313819

RUTH EDDY/JULIE DEL SANTO

730 MORAGA ROAD, LAFAYETTE

RUTH EDD'

3526 EAGLE POINT ROAD, LAFAYETTE  $2,20!

MATT MCLEOD

3800 CAMPOLINDO DRIVE, MORAGA  $1,895,000

g

P %l

$2,340,000

SHERRY HUTCHENS

925.212.7617

DRE# 01320608

925.788.5449

$2,595,000

925.788.5449

0,000

925.360.8662

925.464.6500

TERESA ZOCCHI

925.360.8662

DRE# 01907345

2777 HILGARD AVE., BERKLEY

L
SHERRY HUTCHENS/ADAM HAMALIAN 925.212.7617

3205 ANDREASEN DR., LAFAYETTE

HURLBUT TEAM

2821 0AK GROVE RD., WALNUT CREEK $1,270,000

JOHN FONDNAZIO

222 FRONTERAS, MORAGA

MATT MCLEOD

$1,100,000

$2,500,000

925.383.5500

925.817.9053

$2,060,000

925.915.0851

DRE# 01970768

BRYAN HURLBUT

925.383.5500

DRE# 01347508

JANE SMITH

925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506

JOY WIEHN

415.377.1884

DRE# 02047712

LAUREN DEAL
HURLBUT TEAM

925.876.4671

DRE#02060294

MARY PISCITELLI

925.765.9095

DRE# 01426129

VALERIE DURANTINI

415.999.6116

DRE# 01376796
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A mosaic of experiences: online schooling

By Sophie Braccini

After a troubled start in the
Spring, the fall version of re-
mote learning in Lamorinda
comes with many improve-
ments for students and their
parents. Families' experiences
vary greatly depending on the
age of the students, parents'
work situation and disposable
income, and the children's
learning styles and personal-
ity. Not surprisingly, most
everyone, including parents,
children and teachers, hopes
that in-person school will start
again soon.

Janet Benedict works full
time outside her home and so
does her husband. They have
three children, an 18-year-old
daughter who graduated from
Miramonte last summer and

Photo Mark Pastore
Emma Pastore at her desk, ready for online learning.

is now taking online classes at
DVC, and two sons in middle
school at Orinda Intermediate
in sixth and eighth grade.
Benedict is quite pleased with
the way school is organized
this time around. Her daugh-
ter is self-sufficient, and her
sons are mature enough to be
left to their own devices, in
synchronous classes in the
morning and often at the
Moraga skatepark in the af-
ternoon.

This feeling is shared by
many parents of middle
school children. Trent
Watkins, whose daughter
Madison is in sixth grade at
Joaquin Moraga intermediate
School, says that she rarely
needs him for school work
and only when there is a
technology glitch involved.

Mark Patero, father of sixth-
grader Emma and eighth-
grader Rex, notes that teach-
ing is more structured this
school year, that the schedule
is easier to follow, and well-
organized. Tiraporn Olsen
parents a sixth-grader, an
eighth-grader and a 10th-
grader who are also indepen-
dent learners who do not stop
her from working full time
from home. Having the whole
family working from home
because of COVID has, in fact,
freed a lot of time for her as
she does not have to commute
to San Francisco or pick up
her offspring from the multi-
ple outside activities they
were typically involved in.

Even if the learning expe-
rience has improved a lot
compared to the spring, some
parents have started or con-
tinued to organize "learning
pods" where students meet
and work on specific skills.
Patero said his daughter in-
vited four friends to join in
such a group, both for social
interaction and to study. The
group will meet twice a week
at one of the friends' homes
with a math tutor.

Other parents do not want
or need to have their child in
a pod. The mother of the fifth-
grader and seventh-grader,
both with Instructional Edu-
cational Plans (IEP), and who
would rather not be named,
said she would not trust the
safety of a pod. She has to in-
vest a lot of hours especially
with her younger child as he
does not like school and is re-
luctant to participate. The aid
that children with an IEP
should be getting has not
kicked in yet for them in the
Moraga School District but
contacts have been made. The
mother who worked part time
was able to reduce her hours

in order to support her
children.

Emily S., who asked to
have her name changed for
this article, has a demanding
full-time job as well as her
husband. The mother of 5-
year-old twins in kindergarten
confided that she felt stressed,

olds while trying to work a
full-time job at home is virtu-
ally impossible, she added.
Emily wanted to hire a quali-
fied tutor for a couple hours
per day and she interviewed
several, but she said they all
wanted at least $40 per hour
for at least 25 hours of work

MORAGA

worried, and overwhelmed.
Homeschooling two 5-year-

per week.

... continued on Page B2
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theheritagedowntown.com
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Axelrode Orthodontics - Dr. Eric Axelrode
Concentric Wealth Management - Eric Flett & Stewart McGuire
Moraga Junior Women's Club

Mountain Camp
Pacific Printing & Mailing
Spoken Cloth

gifvor gromore ($2,600 - $3,999)
Comprehensive Wellness

DeF-Stop Photography

Kelly Scanlon Designs

Luna Gymnastics - Lisa Bond-Nelson
Moraga Veterinary Hospital

%YDR'P& grbh?DW (51,300 - $2,599)

A-One Construction, Inc

Cameron Aboudara Orthodontics
Canyon Club Brewery

Dana Green, Realtor

DJ RyanO

Excellent Care at Home

Hitting World

Kiwanis of Moraga Valley

Kristina McCann - Chroma Realty

Lynda Snell & Jeff Snell - Village Associates Real Estate
Matt McLeod - Dudum Real Estate Group
Mission Wealth Management

Russell J. Bruzzone, Inc.

SummerHill Housing Group

%EF Ta,rtm,r; ($600 - $1,299)

5 Star Real Estate

AmazonSmile

Clark Thompson - Village Associates Real Estate
Elena Hood Real Estate Group - Compass

Erin Nyhan - Rossmoor Realty

Inview Imaging - Brad Piatt, M.D.

La Porte Education Advising

Lamorinda Music

Moraga Pediatric Dentistry

Moraga Rotary Foundation

Pacific Security RE Services - Glenn Perry

Peralta Construction - Patrick & Maria Geoghegan
Roberto & Adriana Castillo - Trulnvest Real Estate
Sports Basement

Tara Rochlin, Broker - Compass

To become a 2020-2021 business sponsor, donate at

moragaeducation.org

STEPS AWAY FROM
WORLD-CLASS SHOPPING,
DINING, AND ENTERTAINMENT

WALNUT CREEK’ S PREMIER
ACTIVE SENIOR LIVING
COMMUNITY INTHE HEART OF THE CITY

ACTIVE SENIOR LIVING
(925) 943-7427 | 1785 Shuey Avenue, Walnut Creek
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Roasted Shallot & Jalapeno Custards

By Susie Iventosch

We were served these tasty
garlic custards at a friend’s
house, and for all the world
they looked like a little round
of Boursin cheese to me, as
they sat on the serving plate
amongst the endive leaves
and crackers. I was so sur-
prised when I dug into the
custard and spread it on my
cracker, because it had such a
beautiful soft texture. And
then there was the taste! It is
such a lovely subtle flavor
and much lighter than
cheese. What a great idea, I
thought. Of course, as I do, I

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Photo Susie Iventosch

went home and took a stab at
making them for my next
dinner guests, opting to use
roasted shallots and finely
minced jalapeno in place of
the garlic, along with a bit of
grated Parmesan cheese.
These are so much fun and
an unusual twist on the
cheese and cracker platter.
You can use roasted garlic,
roasted shallots or even
roasted red onions for differ-
ent flavor profiles in the cus-
tards. Top them with a simple
vinaigrette, some diced
garden-fresh tomatoes and
toasted pine nuts.

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Roasted Shallot & Jalapeno Custards

(Makes five 3-inch custards)
INGREDIENTS

2 shallots, peeled and cut into quarters

1 clove garlic, peeled and sliced
1 tablespoon olive oil

1 jalapeno, seeded and very finely diced

1 cup heavy cream

1 whole egg

2 egg yolks

1/4 cup freshly grated Parmesan
1/4 teaspoon salt

1/4 teaspoon white pepper
Vinaigrette (recipe below)

Garnishes: diced garden fresh tomatoes, basil leaves, toasted pine nuts

DIRECTIONS
For Shallots:

Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com. This
recipe can be found on our

website:

www.lamorindaweekly.com If
you would like to share your
favorite recipe with Susie
please contact her by email or

Wednesday, September 2, 2020

Tasty custards - a perfect twist to the cheese and cracker platter

call our office at (925) 377-0977. Or visit
https://treksandbites.com

Preheat oven to 300 F. Place shallots and garlic in a piece of foil, sprinkle with a pinch of salt and
white pepper. Wrap tightly and bake for about 25-30 minutes, or until shallots and garlic are cooked
through and just beginning to brown. Remove from oven and cool. When cool, process shallots and

garlic until smooth.
For Custards:

Meanwhile, grease five 6-ounce ramekins (3.5 inch in diameter) with butter and then spray with
PAM. Set in a 9x13 casserole dish or baking pan with at least 2-inch high sides. Either keep oven at 300 F
or preheat again, if you decided to prepare the shallot/garlic mixture ahead of time

Place all ingredients, including pureed shallots and garlic, in a mixing bowl and whisk until
well-blended. Pour custard into prepared ramekins in the 9x13 pan. Very carefully pour water into the
pan until it reaches halfway up the sides of the ramekins, being very careful not to splash any water into
the custards. With steady hands, place casserole dish in oven and bake for about 45-50 minutes, or until
a toothpick inserted in the center comes out clean. Allow custards to sit for 10 minutes or so, before
inverting them onto the serving plate. (They may need a little cajoling to get out by running a knife
around the edges of the ramekin or a solid slap with your hand to the bottom of the ramekin)

Garnish custards with chopped tomatoes, pine nuts and a basil sprig. Drizzle vinaigrette over the
top. Serve with sliced baguette, crackers or endive leaves.

Simple Vinaigrette
Whisk together:
1/2 teaspoon Dijon mustard

2 tablespoons red or white wine vinegar

1/4 cup extra virgin olive oil
1/4 teaspoon thyme

1/4 teaspoon sea salt

1/4 teaspoon white pepper

Bach Shorts, a multidimensional artistic experience

GO D COAST

BACH

SHORTS
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By Sophie Braccini

Pamela Freund-Striplen is con-
stantly reinventing what she of-
fers to Lamorinda music enthu-
siasts, despite the difficult time
for artists. The founder of the
Gold Coast Chamber Players of-
fers something new and fresh
this fall with live online multi-
dimensional cultural experi-
ences around J.S. Bach. For one
evening in September, October

Image provided

and November she gives the
GCCP “stage” to three excep-
tional local cello players with the
mandate to create a perfor-
mance that includes music and
reflection around different as-
pects of the great baroque com-
poser. The first performance on
Sept. 13 is called Bach and the
Dancing Brain.

Freund-Striplen explains
that the reasons she chose Bach
are both for the richness of his
great cello work, and because

she is, like many, deeply touched
by the transcendental humanity
of his work. She wondered what
experience could be broadcast
online, support local musicians,
while creating something unique
and engaging.

Freund-Striplen had long
conversations with three local
leading cello players and they
decided to create events that in-
tersect music and other specific
domains. Partnerships were
formed with professors and or-
ganizations. Bach and the Danc-
ing Brain, the September event,
will be led by cellist Christopher
Costanza partnering with
Jonathan Berger, Stanford Uni-
versity professor, author and
composer. Berger's research at
Stanford has focused on the ef-
fect of music on the brain. How
does the brain respond to music,
how does music affect the cog-
nitive process, are some ques-
tions Costanza and Berger will
discuss after the cellist plays J.S
Bach Suites #2 and #6 for solo
cello.

This session, as well as the
two following ones, will be

broadcast live from Reve Bistro
in Lafayette. Reve is providing
the ambiance on that Sunday
afternoon while the place is not
open to the public. Paul Magu,
Reve's chef, is a huge fan of
chamber music and opera. He
and his wife Laura got to know
Freund-Striplen, and have al-
ready hosted virtual concerts in
the restaurant, as the acoustics
work well for live streaming. If
music lovers want to add a gus-
tative dimension to the experi-
ence, they can pick up a to-go
dinner that Sunday at the
restaurant and eat it at home.
More information for that culi-
nary portion can be found on
Reve's website:
https://revebistro.com/

The Sunday in September
will be the first of three happen-
ings offered by GCCP. On Oct. 11,
cello player Jennifer Kloetzel is
partnering with composer Elena
Ruehr, presenting Bach Inspired.
Ruehr is an award-winning fac-
ulty member at MIT, she has
also been a Guggenheim fellow,
a fellow at Harvard’s Radcliffe
Institute and composer-in-

residence with the Boston Mod-
ern Orchestra Project. After
playing J.S. Bach Cello Suite #1
for solo cello, Kloetzel will play
Elena Ruehr's Cricket the Fid-
dler, a piece inspired by Suite #1.
This presentation will be a
World Premiere.

Then on Nov. 8, cellist
Robert Howard will explore the
universal appeal of Bach, in col-
laboration with cellists from
Kenya and Colombia, with Bach
Connections. Freund-Striplen
explains that the cellist has very
gifted students in these coun-
tries, young people who go to
incredible lengths to be able to
play. That evening Howard will
tell with them, through music,
their life stories and what music
brings to them. Howard and his
students will play J.S. Bach Cello
Suite #4, and select movements
from Suites #1,2, and 3.

Freund-Striplen chose the
hour of 4 p.m. to reach people in
different locations. Tickets are
$20 for one performance and
$50 for all three. More informa-
tion at
https://www.gccpmusic.com/

Tell me more about UC Santa Barbara

By Elizabeth LaScala,
PhD

Does your idea of the ideal Cali-
fornia college experience in-
clude sun and surf mixed with
serious academic pursuits? UC
Santa Barbara might be your
school. Located on cliffs directly
above the Pacific Ocean, this is
one of the few colleges that has
its own beach, lagoon, koi pond,
and nature preserve—all on one
campus! Isla Vista, a short walk
or bike ride from campus, is a
true college town with many
student-oriented restaurants and
shops. If you attend UCSB,
chances are you will live in Isla
Vista at some time during your
education. Your place may even
have an ocean view. There is no
need to bring a car to UCSB. It is
far, far easier to travel on cam-
pus or into Isla Vista by bike or
with your own leg power, than it
is to drive.

Going beyond the beach
and beauty of the campus, UCSB
has more than 90 majors as well
as numerous minors and certifi-
cate programs, all housed at one
of the leading research univer-
sities in the country. UCSB’s fac-
ulty boasts six Nobel laureates,
and many faculty members are
widely recognized and respected
in their fields. UCSB’s College of
Letters and Sciences is the acad-
emic home to 19,000 of the uni-
versity’s 23,000 undergrads.
Some of the most popular ma-
jors include biopsychology, com-
munication, economics and ac-
counting, global studies and the
biological sciences. For the mu-
sically inclined, the college offers
dozens of instrumental and vo-
cal options leading to the Bache-
lor of Music degree. UCSB’s ma-
rine location also make it a great
place to study aquatic biology,
earth science, geography and
hydrology.

Interested in engineering?

UCSB offers accelerated bache-
lors/masters options in chemical
engineering (with materials sci-
ence), computer science, com-
puter engineering, electrical as
well as mechanical engineering.
The university’s College of Cre-
ative Studies (CCS), a small com-
munity of 400 undergraduates,
functions much like an honors
college at other large universi-
ties. It helps make a big univer-
sity feel much smaller and is
highly competitive. CCS offers a
variety of majors including art,
biology, chemistry and bio-
chemistry, computing, mathe-
matics, music composition,
physics and writing and litera-
ture. CCS students work closely
with faculty to choose courses as
well as to design and complete
their own independent projects.
According to the university, 75%
of CCS alumni go on to graduate
school.

UCSB is not quite as selec-
tive as UCLA or UC Berkeley. But

whether you apply as a high
school senior or transfer stu-
dent, it’s tough to get in. Over
93,000 students wanted a seat in
last year’s freshman class; less
than 30% were accepted. UCSB
also attracted over 24,000 trans-
fer applicants, almost all coming
from California community col-
leges. Just over a fifth got in.
Those who get into UCSB tend to
stay and graduate. Freshmen
retention rates have averaged
over 91 percent for every class
that has arrived since 2001. At
least 70% of every class that has
entered since 2007 has gradu-
ated in four years. These rates
are among the best in the coun-
try for a large public university.
They’re a strong testament to the
quality of the students and their
love for the school. It also res-
onates with the perfect slogan
this university has adopted for
its campus and community:
“Where Beauty Meets Bril-
liance.”

Elizabeth LaScala, PhD personally
guides each student through each
step of selecting and applying to
well-matched schools for
undergraduate and graduate
school study. Over the past two
decades, Elizabeth has placed
hundreds of students in some of
the most prestigious colleges and
universities in the U.S. The
number of clients taken is limited
to ensure each applicant has
personalized attention. Contact
Elizabeth early in the process to
make a difference in your
outcomes. Write
elizabeth@doingcollege.com; Visit
www.doingcollege.com; or Call:
925.385.0562.

A mosaic of experiences: online schooling

... continued from Page B1

She supervises her children's
in-class Zoom calls and daily
assignments which takes
about three hours of her time
a day. She feels she is falling
behind at work and worried
that her children are not get-
ting a quality education.
Watkins says that his
sixth-grader can mostly work
independently, it is not the

case for his third-grader. He
notes what a difference it
makes to have him available
at home and he does not
know how he would have
done it otherwise. He says that
his presence is having a posi-
tive influence on his son.
Watkins knows not to watch
over his son's shoulder during
the synchronous lessons as he
feels that some struggle may
be built in the lesson plan in-

tentionally by the teacher to
increase students'
resourcefulness.

Not being overly present
in the daily school life of
young children is a recom-
mendation shared by David
Schrag, Orinda school district
director of curriculum and in-
structions. He would like par-
ents to let go as much as pos-
sible and let their children
have moments of struggle.

Schrag has seen how much
work teachers have put into
the creation of a completely
new experience for the chil-
dren. Even the star teachers
that have superb mastery of a
live classroom may struggle
with Zoom breakrooms and
keeping children accountable.
They work collaboratively by
grade level to establish norms
and practices to make sure
learning happens, on top of

redesigning the curriculum
for the new way of delivering
it.

Schrag says that most
teachers are eager to come
back to what they signed up
for: live classroom teaching.
When that happens is uncer-
tain, but he said that, when it
is safe for all, efforts will be
made to bring back the
younger students and those
more in need first.
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Protest over Postal Service in
Orinda

www.lamorindaweekly.com

About 50 people showed up at the
Orinda post office Aug. 22 to protest
recent cuts to the funding and level of
service by the United States Postal Ser-
vice. The event was one of over a
thousand events in all 50 states orga-
nized to show support for the USPS, its
services and its workers, and to object
to recent cuts in the level of service.
Attendance was limited to 50 to ensure
adequate social distancing. Attendees
wore masks. The events were facili-
tated by MoveOn.org, but organized by
local organizers.

Speakers included local organizer

Photo provided

Chad Curran. One woman told how
her mother in her 80s relies on medi-
cine to maintain her eyesight. The
medicine must remain cold, so it ships
in a cold pack. Due to the recent delays
in postal service, the cold pack arrived
thawed and the medicine was spoiled,
so the service cuts are directly affect-
ing her health.

Other speakers talked about how
the cuts may affect mail-in balloting.
The USPS sent notices to 46 states
warning that mail-in ballots may not
be able to be processed in time.

-- S. O’Doherty

Where’s My Ballot is a California program for voters, where they can sign up to
track their ballots, see when it is mailed out to them and when it is received
back by their county elections department. The link is:
https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/ballot-status/wheres-my-ballot/?fbclid=
IWAR2WqRNTOiihy6rBIRKC8349GTixh-kDUfYrbGAZjPNHdw7QR13n4104DDI

925-377-0977
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June 19, 1941 — Aug. 12, 2020

2007 as the Western Regional Director.

years.

Germany to visit family.

he loved.

FIGHT ON!!

Il M CHOTYY
H. Edward Zuber

training program and rose through the ranks during his 43-year career retiring in

Ed elevated Liberty Mutual’s western region to prominence and won several awards
and accolades for his division’s performance and leadership. There was a saying that
“what started in California eventually rippled across the rest of the country.”

Ed was a passionate leader and mentor to many during his career and kept in close
touch with colleagues who became dear friends over the years.

In 1974, Ed moved his family, including his mom, to Moraga, California as part of
a job transfer where he planted deep roots in the Bay Area as a resident for the next 46

Realizing there was no baseball program where his son Jon could play locally, Ed
founded the Moraga Baseball Association (MBA) in 1977 which still teaches kids the
love of the game today. Coach Zuber or “Zube” as he was affectionately known impacted
the lives of hundreds of kids through the MBA teaching valuable life skills such as
discipline, perseverance, commitment, a strong work ethic and good sportsmanship.

Off the field, Zube was a leader instilling those same virtues in his employees.
While he could be tough, his big bark was often followed by a small bite! While he
motivated people to reach their highest potential, he remained fiercely loyal; if you were
on Zube’s team, you knew he always had your back.

He took great pride in following his players throughout their lives and supporting
them in their personal and professional endeavors.

When his son Jon’s baseball career took off, there was nothing Ed liked to do more
than watch his games and later when Jon coached baseball at UC Berkeley, California, Ed
relished his job as the public address announcer at the Cal field. He channeled his inner
Vin Scully, emulating the legendary Dodgers announcer, and read up on the stats and
personal histories of each player to keep fans engaged and interested.

A committed sports super fan, in the fall Ed would journey south for USC football
games, often with his daughter Lynda, where he would connect with friends from
childhood. They enjoyed traveling to the Orange Bowl, multiple Rose Bowls, and to

In the spring, Ed could be found cheering on the Oakland A’s where he loved
bringing friends, colleagues, and of course Kathy to spend a few hours at the yard,
watching the game but more importantly spending time and swapping stories with those

A loyal and devoted family man, Ed was proud of his children who he always made
time for regardless of what was going on. In later years, his grandchildren, Madison and
Tatum, were the great joys of his life. He loved picking them up from school, cheering
them on from the sidelines while they played sports, seeing the world through their eyes
as they traveled to Disneyland, Hawaii and Mammoth together.

He was a giant to many, a legend to some, and will hold a special place in our hearts
forever. In lieu of flowers, Ed would have wanted you to raise a glass, make a toast and
share your favorite memory of time spent with him.

A celebration of his life will be planned post-COVID.

d Zuber has rounded the bases for a final
time. ... He is safe at home.

Born to Anna Reuther and George Zuber
who immigrated from Germany and settled
in Los Angeles. Ed grew up on West 59th
Street. His father passed when Ed was only 6
years old and he was raised by his mother.

At Dorsey High School, Ed met the love
of his life, his muse and soulmate, Kathy,
“The Redhead.” Last June they celebrated
their 57th wedding anniversary. Their love
and commitment to each other and their
family was an inspiration.

A USC Trojan fan since childhood,

Ed graduated from the university in 1943
with a degree in public administration.
After graduating, he joined Liberty Mutual
Insurance Company in its sales management

AL M @m@ffy

Mary Margaret DePriester

November 18,1921 — August 19, 2020
Resident of Moraga, CA

Mary Margaret DePriester was born
November 18, 1921 in Munising, Michigan,
and passed away peacefully August 19,
2020 at the age of 98. Margaret was a
graduate of the University of Michigan
and an elementary school teacher. She was
a proud member of the Sault Ste. Marie
tribe of Chippewa Indians. Margaret and
her husband Coral were longtime residents
of Moraga and were part of the town
incorporation committee.

Margaret was the first woman to serve
on the Moraga Planning Commission, was
twice elected to the Town Council, and
served two terms as Mayor of Moraga. She
was Moraga’s Citizen of the Year in 1986.
Her community activities included two years
as President of the Orinda-Moraga-Lafayette AAUW and she was a recipient of their
Distinguished Woman award in 1975; President of the Moraga Historical Society and
chair of the committee that raised funds for construction of the Moraga History Center,
serving as an archivist at the Center.

Margaret was a past president of the Moraga Valley Kiwanis Club. For several
years, she was a member of the Advisory Board of the Hearst Art Gallery, and both she
and her husband were Honorary Alumni of Saint Mary’s College. Margaret served nine
years on the Board of Directors of Planned Parenthood of Northern California, one year
as president. She chaired, for two years, the board of directors of the Planned Parenthood
Affiliates of Northern California. Margaret was the founding president of the Hacienda de
Moraga Foundation.

She is survived by her daughter Susan Freeman (Tim), her son Bruce (Sharon), four
grandsons and five great grandchildren. She was predeceased by her husband Coral, to
whom she was married for 69 years.

The family wishes to express heartfelt thanks to the caring staff of Moraga Royale
and Suncrest Hospice.

A celebration of Margaret’s life will be arranged at a later date.

Donations in Margaret’s memory may be sent to Planned Parenthood of Northern
California, 2185 Pacheco Street, Concord, CA 94520, or the Moraga Historical Society,
P.O. Box 103, Moraga CA 94556, for use at the History Center.

il M\ CHOTYY
Lawrence Edward Phillips

May 6, 1933 — Aug. 13, 2020

awrence Edward Phillips, “Larry”, age

87, formerly of Malta, Montana, passed
away peacefully on Thursday, Aug. 13,2020
at John Muir Hospital in Concord, California
of heart failure.

Larry was born on May 6, 1933 in
Glasgow, Montana to the late Walter
(William) and Tennie (Hawkins) Phillips and
was the youngest of three boys. Lawrence
and his brothers grew up on a large sheep
ranch in Phillips County, with no electricity
or other modern conveniences 22 miles from
the nearest town, Malta, Montana.

Phillips County was named after the late
senator and Larry’s grandfather, Benjamin
D. Phillips. The boys spent their childhood
riding horses, shooting magpies, playing
in the barn and climbing trees. After the
depression, cold winters, World War II and the drought, the family moved to Oakland,
California. Larry attended Piedmont High School and was awarded Eagle Scout by the
National Council of The Boy Scouts of America for Troop 2 in 1950.

After graduation, Larry attended UC Berkeley and then went on to graduate from
UCSF School of Dentistry. He was awarded UC Dental School Man of the Year in 1956.
Larry was employed as a pediatric dentist for two years in Walnut Creek and then he
enlisted in the U.S. Army. He was stationed in Verdun, France for three years as a Captain
and worked in the dental clinic on the army base. During his time in France, Larry lived
life to the fullest! He was a member of the U.S. Army Golf Team and explored Europe
with friends from the service.

After leaving the military, Larry worked at a busy dental clinic on Santa Clara
Avenue in Alameda, California for more than 20 years and was involved in the Alameda
Elks Lodge, Sierra Club, American Dental Association, California Alumni Association,
and Encinal Yacht Club. Larry was a competitive sailor at the helm of Sprite , a Cal 20.
Larry, along with his brother Glen, won many races in the San Francisco Bay.

Larry met the love of his life and partner of 51 years, Diane Dougherty, at a Sierra
Club event in Oakland in 1964. Diane and Larry married at Christ Episcopal Church in
Alameda on May 17, 1969 and had one daughter, Karen, a few years later. After many
wonderful years in Alameda, the family moved to Orinda, California.

Larry was a true adventurer throughout life and spent his free time hiking, skiing,
fishing, golfing and traveling. Diane and Larry would spend each winter in Florida and
every fall the couple would pick a new place to visit. Summers were often spent camping
with family and friends in Donner Euer Valley in Tahoe. Later in life Larry “Papa”
was constantly surrounded by his four loving grandchildren including Benjamin (15),
Joseph (13), Johnny (10) and Grace (4) who also reside in Orinda. The children loved
Papa’s stories from ranching days, adventures in the army and his travels around the
world. Larry spent several hours each week reading, building models, and teaching the
importance of brushing teeth to each of his grandchildren. Larry will be truly missed!

“What I love about Papa most is when he hugs me,” said Grace, age 4, on Aug. 13.
Larry was kind, patient, loving, diligent, bright and caring. Larry’s older brother, Donald,
preceded him in death. Larry is survived by his beloved wife Diane Dougherty Phillips
and brother Glen Phillips, daughter Karen Phillips Boccabella, son-in-law John R.
Boccabella, grandchildren, Benjamin, Joseph, Johnny and Grace Boccabella as well as
numerous wonderful relatives and friends.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that donations are made in the name of Lawrence
Edward Phillips to the Truckee Donner Land Trust (a registered 501¢3) to support their
mission to preserve and protect open space in the Northern Sierra. Donations can be sent
to Truckee Donner Land Trust, PO Box 8816, Truckee CA 96162 or online(@ https://
www.truckeedonnerlandtrust.org/ways-to-give
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Lamornnda Sunrise

Rutary

September Weekly Speakers
4: Roberto Alvarez, The BIG Rotary Picture
11: Ali Guarneros Luna, NASA Project Manager
18: Jim Marggraff, Improving Human Connection
25: Jim Marggraff, the Future of Rotary Meetings
www.lamorindasunrise.com

Zoom Meetings Every Friday at 7:00 a.m. — 8:15 a.m.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82609498205

ART

Lamorinda Arts Alliance announces
a virtual exhibition, "Diversity Among
Us." The online video exhibit
"Diversity Among Us" runs from Sept.
1 - 30. It explores the common threads
of our collective visions while
recognizing our differences as we
view beauty, harmony, nature, our
environment and humanity. This
show includes paintings, mixed media,
printmaking, and ceramics by local
artists. LAA member Ruth Stanton

Lamorinda Idol winners

announced
Submitted by Carol Van De Poel

The 15th annual Lamorinda Idol 2020 was held virtually this year, due to the
pandemic, with singers or singing groups, ranging from kindergarten to 12th
grade, submitting videos to be judged as part of this popular talent competi-

tion.
The winners, which were announced on Aug. 16, included:

Kindergarten — 2nd 9th - 12th Grade Solo

Mina and Svea

curated this show.

The online video exhibit can be
viewed at
https://youtu.be/FLKMRWG-Bu4 on
Facebook at www.facebook.com/
LamorindaArt/ or on the LAA website
at LAA4Art.org.

The Moraga Art Gallery art exhibit
"Dark and Light, A Delicate
Balance"

runs through Sept. 12. The gallery is
located at 432 Center Street, Rheem
Shopping Center, in Moraga.

Hours are Saturday and Sunday from
noon to 3 p.m. The gallery may need to

Grade Solo Category Category Mina Lim change its hours if there are new
Miranda Klein Lleyton Allen Svea Peterson health directives, so call first to
3rd - 5th Grade Solo Kindergarten - 5th 9th - 12th Grade confirm that it is open.
Category Grade Group Group Category
Palig Horoupian Category Sabs and Lyss MUSIC
6th - 8th Grade Solo The Elkind Sisters Sabrina Hernandez
Category Maya Elkind Alysa Vassallo Gold Coast Chamber Players Virtual
Natalie Schroeder Sadie Elkind Audience Award Concert Series. Bach Shorts (one hour
6th - 8th Grade Group Svea Peterson live-streamed concerts) Sunday, Sept.
Category

You can see the awards announcement on YouTube at

www.youtube.com/watch?v=tIfNzbK_BhE&feature=youtu.be
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‘ Not to be missed ‘ Not to be missed ‘

13 at 4 p.m. Bach and the Dancing
Brain

Christopher Costanza, cello. Jonathan
Berger, Stanford University Professor
Information and tickets
www.gccpmusic.com/

bach-shorts

OTHER

Sustainable Contra Costa August
Workshop Climate Careers Chat.
Are you interested in developing your
career? Do you wish to learn from the
top professionals in their industry?
Then tune into this monthly Climate
Career Panel on Sept. 8 from 7 p.m. -
8:30 p.m. for an informative panel on
career development in administration
and clean energy. Guests include
Kimberly Lam from Republic Services
and PG&E's Darren Deffner. Sign up at
www.eventbrite.com/e/
climate-careers-chat-
brought-to-you-by-slia-
tickets-116475921617

GARDEN

Thursday, Sept. 17 Moraga Garden
Club. Celebrating 50 years, Goddess
Gardener Cynthia Brian presents
“Tips, Tricks, and Tonics in the
Garden” For information on this Zoom
meeting, call Membership Chair Jane
Magnani at (925) 451-7031 for times to
join in the conversation and
presentation.

Please submit events: calendar@lamorindaweekly.com

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

All are welcome to our on-line services
Sunday Service 10-11 am

See website and join us through Zoom
www.christianscienceorinda.org

Lamorinda’s Religious Services

Worship services are available online to view or stream or they have been canceled for now.
Please call or check the individual websites for updated information.

Lamorinda

Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm

ALL ARE WELCOME
Services online:

myvpctoday.org

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church

433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422
www.holyshepherd.org

ONLINE WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Facebook Premiere Community Worship
every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Go to
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/

o~ Sunday Worship Services are accessible at
our website at about 10:15 a.m. each Sunday
(after they have premiered on Facebook).
Visit our website to access the current
and recent sermons.

Weekly

is an independent publication,

produced by and for the residents of
Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda, CA
26,600 printed copies; delivered to
homes & businesses in
Lamorinda.

Contact us:

Letters to the editor (max 350
words):
letters@lamorindaweekly.com
Delivery issues:
homedelivery@
lamorindaweekly.com

Event listings: calendar@

lamorindaweekly.com
Business press releases:
storydesk@

lamorindaweekly.com
General interest

10 Moraga Valley Lane
www.mvpctoday.org
925.376.4800

v

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
An Open, Affirming & Loving Community

Virtual service at Sun. 9:00 AM (at least through May 10"
If someone would like to be added to our Zoom invitation
please call 925-284-7420 or email cathy.w@stanselms.ws

682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, www.stanselms.ws

stories/Community Service:
storydesk@
lamorindaweekly.com

School stories/events:
storydesk@
lamorindaweekly.com

Sport events/stories/pictures:
sportsdesk@
lamorindaweekly.com
Publishers/Owners: Andy and

oy

Lafayette United Methodist Church
Go to to our YouTube Channel:
Love LUMC
for small-batch, home-grown, curated
worship playlists and more inspiration

Wendy Scheck;

andy@lamorindaweekly.com,
wendy@lamorindaweekly.com
Editor: Jennifer Wake;

We’re all in this
TOGETHER!

Join us for worship online

Sundays at 9 a.m.
or any time you wish!

Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian Church

49 Knox Drive - Lafayette, CA - (g2sh 283-8722

OUR SAVIOR

Join us at OSLC.NET
for our Sunday Livestream at 9:30 Am
or any time on our YouTube Channel

1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette, CA 94549 | (925) 283-3722 | Spirit@oslc.net

LUTHERAN CHURCH

jennifer@lamorindaweekly.com
Sports Editor: sportsdesk@
lamorindaweekly.com
Advertising: 925-377-0977,
Wendy Scheck;
wendy@lamorindaweekly.com
Staff Writers:

Vera Kochan;
vera@lamorindaweekly.com,
Pippa Fisher;
pippa@lamorindaweekly.com,
Nick Marnell;
nick@lamorindaweekly.com,

Sora O’Doherty;
Sora@lamorindaweekly.com,
Jon Kingdon; sportsdesk@

lamorindaweekly.com

WILLOWSPR)NG

Practical biblical teaching, contemporary
worship, come as you are.

www.willowspringchurch.com
1689 School St. Moraga | 925-376-3550

Online Service Only 10:45 AM

Digging Deep: Cynthia Brian;
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
Food: Susie Iventosch;
suziventosch@gmail.com
Contributing Writers:
Conrad Bassett, Sophie
Braccini, Diane Claytor,
Michele Duffy, Fran Miller,
Jenn Freedman, Mona Miller,
Kara Navolio, Moya Stone,
Margie Ryerson, Linda
Fodrini-Johnson

Calendar Editor: Jaya Griggs;
calendar@
lamorindaweekly.com

Photos: Tod Fierner, Gint
Federas

St Stephens Episcopal Church

66 St. Stephen's Drive, Orinda
l| 254-3770. www.ststephensorinda.org
Sunday 8am, 10am

Layout/Graphics:
Andy Scheck. Printed in CA.

ST MARK’S CHURCH
OF ORINDA & MORAGA

Sunday Service at 10 a.m.
L 451 Moraga Way, Orinda
=5 www.stmarksorinda.org | (925) 254-5965
All Are Welcome

Mailing address:
Lamorinda Weekly, 1480
Moraga Road STE C202,
Moraga, CA 94556 Phone:
925-377-0977,

Fax: 925-263-9223; email:
info@lamorindaweekly.com
website:

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Sanjay Lal while coaching with the Dallas Cowboys.

By Jon Kingdon

There are many ways to make it
to the National Football League
as a coach. The straight line is
to be born here, learn the game
here, play through high school
and college and look for any op-
portunity you can find to get
your foot in the door and take it
from there.

For Sanjay Lal, a 1987 grad-
uate of Miramonte High School,
from the start of his life, playing
football and eventually becom-
ing a coach in the NFL, a
straight line it wasn’t: “I was
born in London and my father
(Vern) was working for Elec-
tronic Data Systems (EDS) which
was a company owned by Ross
Perot. He worked in the world
division so our family would
have to move to countries like
Kuwait, Iran, and Mexico. As
me and my sister and brother
got older, he decided that we
needed to get to the United
States and settle down and we
ended in Plano, Texas which
was the headquarters for EDS.
It was there where I was intro-
duced to football as a seventh
grader and ever since then I

SAN FRANCISCO
(415) 353-2808

waun
Photo provided

have been in love with the
game.”

Having lived in so many
different countries has provided
Lal with a perspective, seeing
people more as individuals than
as members of a particular
group: “I would say that it made
me have a clearer outlook that
people are just people. You
cannot label a race or a religion
as they are this way, or they act
that way because it is simply not
true. In Kuwait, the majority of
the population is Muslim, and
they were very nice and gra-
cious people so to take the crazy
section of any religion, it’s not
right to portray the religion that
way. It gave me a broader view
of things. When it was pointed
out to me that I am the only In-
dian coach in the NFL, I have
never thought about that, so 'm
wired a little differently that
way.”

As a rule, Lal would attend
the American schools in the
various countries his family was
living in, which he found to be
“a nurturing, friendly and wel-
coming type of environment.” It
was a far greater adjustment to
attend a public high school in
Plano, Texas as the new Kkid, Lal

www.lamorindaweekly.com

SAN RAMON
(925) 979-3450

925-377-0977

WALNUT CREEK
(925) 979-3430

said: “It was all the typical stuff
with the bullying. Ilearned that
you either get stronger or you
let it crumble you. I got
stronger, but it was a cultural
shock.”

His sport growing up over-
seas was primarily soccer,
“which I never liked.” It was
when he got to Texas that he
quickly discovered a love of
football: “My family did not
even know what football was
until I started playing it. We
would play all the time. I
started reading about all the
players and just loved it. That I
could catch really helped me
with my teammates.”

After making one final
move to Orinda and Miramonte
High School, Lal, then a sopho-
more, had another cultural ad-
justment: “I came to love Texas.
Although the football cultures
were far different from Plano to
Miramonte, I really enjoyed
playing at Miramonte because
we passed the ball a 1ot more,
which was fun since I got to
catch a lot more balls.”

What also made it more of
a positive experience was his
coach, Floyd Burnsed, now the
head coach at Acalanes: “Floyd
was a player’s coach. I can only
say good things about him.
When he talked, we listened. He
was a very fair coach and he
wanted the best for our team
and was willing to do anything
for us.”

Besides the football pro-
gram, the classes at Miramonte
laid a foundation for Lal: “The
academics were excellent and
the teachers were some of the
best I ever had though at the
time, I probably didn’t appreci-
ate them because they really
made us work and it set me up
really well for the academics at
college.”

As a wide receiver, one
thing Lal did not lack for was
confidence. After graduating
from Miramonte, he chose to
walk-on at UCLA where Troy
Aikman was the team’s quarter-
back: “I always saw myself play-
ing major college football,” Lal
said. “I just knew that I could
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catch, and I loved the game and
I felt everything else would
come.” After two years at UCLA,
which included a victory in the
1989 Cotton Bowl, Lal trans-
ferred to the University of
Washington and was on the
team that won the national
championship in 1990, graduat-
ing with a business degree.

Lal had tryouts with some
NFL teams and even played in
NFL Europe but injuries led him
down a different path: “I was
working at a promotions job for
Budweiser which was a night-
time job and began coaching the
wide receivers and passing
game at Miramonte for six
years, five of which we won the
NCS.”

Lal worked with a number
of top players such as Peter
French who went on to play at
San Jose State but it was one
play by Phil Wagner, who is now
a doctor, that ultimately led him
to become a full-time coach: “I
taught Phil how to run the post
corner pattern and he ran it
perfectly in the next game, scor-
ing a touchdown. He then ran
over to me and gave me a hug
and said, ‘That’s all you, Coach.’
I had never felt anything like
that and I got chills.”

After a short period at Los
Medanos and Saint Mary’s
(which dropped the program
soon after he was hired), it was
Jeff Tedford, the head coach at
UC Berkeley that gave Lal his
first exposure to Division I foot-
ball: “Jeff offered me a volunteer
position which got my foot in
the door and I was then hired as
an analyst for two years,” Lal
said. “Lane Kiffin, the Raiders
head coach, was looking for a
quality control coach and Jeff
recommended me for that posi-
tion and I worked there from
2007-2011. I owe everything to
Jeff because without him, none
of these other events would
have happened. I'm forever in
his debt.”

It was then on to the New
York Jets (2012-2014), the Buffalo
Bills (2015-2016), the Indianapo-
lis Colts (2017), the Dallas Cow-
boys (2018-2019) and now with

the Seattle Seahawks (2020).

Lal and his family could
write their own travelogue, a
project they will pass on as it’s
Lal’s hope that Seattle will be
their last move for a while: “I
met my wife in Seattle and her
parents still live here. My wife
and daughters have been trav-
eling with me to the various
cities because we did not want
to do the split family thing.
(Seattle head coach) Pete Carroll
always stayed in contact with
me and this is a program that is
not going anywhere, at least un-
til Pete chooses to retire so it
should give us a chance for
stability.”

Having worked with so
many teams, Lal has been ex-
posed to many of the top
coaches in college and the NFL
and has taken something from
just about all of them.

Even though he worked
with so many great football
minds, it was watching ‘Dancing
With The Stars’ that provided
the foundation for his coaching
philosophy, Lal said: “I'm a firm
believer in muscle memory and
in watching Dancing With the
Stars and seeing how they
would practice for four hours a
day on their footwork, hitting
the mark at the right time, I said
to myself, that’s just like football.
It's choreography for my re-
ceivers. We practice it so many
times they don’t have to count
their steps. Great scheme plays
don’t work if the routes don’t
look right. Playing a game on
Sunday is like a Broadway show.
We're all on the grand stage.
That’s what our games are. The
whole world is watching.”

With only a 16 game sea-
son, the NFL does not have the
luxury to reduce the number of
games played during the season
the way baseball, basketball and
hockey have done without tak-
ing an even greater financial hit,
forfeiting the TV revenue that
has become even more essential
due do the coronavirus signifi-
cantly reducing the number of
fans that will be allowed in the
stadiums.

... continued on Page C2
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ROOM FOR RENT - $1050 w/
private bath. Nice home near
Miramonte HS. Call Dorothy
(925) 324-3168 and v msg

In home hair care services
Colors, cuts, sets, blow dries
Call Renee 925-393-8732

Renee's
Jenior Jenwvices

Concept Builders

Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction

White with grey markings.
DSH. About 8 Ibs. Found in the
Wilder neighborhood (Tomcat
Way) on August 20/21. Has all
claws, white nose, no collar.
Vet scanned for microchip; has
none. Will foster until claimed.
347-453-3156.

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability,
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life. Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0£90108

Real Estate

NEED TO SELL YOUR HOUSE?
We'll buy “AS IS” condition, all
CASH offer, NO closing costs,
NO realtor commissions!
Call now: 925-800-7510
info@discoverpropertysolutions.com
www.discoverpropertysolutions.com

| House Cleaning |

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Music Lessons

Fun Piano Lessons

Learn your favorite song! | teach
Certificate of Merit. BM & MM in
Piano. Lessons in your home.
925-984-8322. lynnf253@gmail.com

Custom Quality Fencing

STEEEKEN'S

T REDWOOD FENCING

1 ¢ | 925-938-9836

* Good Neighbor Fence

» Deer Fencing

» Picket/Split Rail

* RV Gates

« Trellis and Arbors

» Retaining Walls

* Insurance/Storm Repairs

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

Tile Setting

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters
Cliff 510-697-1125

Need a few hours of help?
Someone to shop or to go
shopping with? Need a ride to a
Dr. Appointment? A little light
housekeeping?

Or a little companionship

Call Renee: 925-393-8732

* Quetzal Handyman

NO JOBTOO SMALL
Electrical, plumbing,
b | concrete, drlveways & more..
Please call Carlos Toledo
510-689-7490

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair - Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

WE HOP TO IT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Rototilling

=+ Ken's Rototilling
ﬁ_ « 4 W/D Tractors
. « Hillside Weed Cutting
» Mowing - Discing - Rototilling
Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

www.kensrototilling.com
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Sanjay Lal - From playing at Miramonte to coaching in the NFL

... continued from Page C1

The Seahawks, like every
NFL team, are taking every
precaution to avoid any out-
breaks, Lal says: “We are get-

check in at a temporary
trailer. We do the Q-tip
test, and everyone is we

ting tested every day. Even on
off days, we have to come in
and get tested. When we
come to the facility, we first

a contact tracer bracelet. The
bracelet will flash red when
you get within six feet of
someone and it will track
everyone who you were in
contact with and for how
long. We’re wearing masks

swab
aring

the whole time, and every-
thing is documented.”

Yet it all comes back to
Lamorinda for Lal: “My mom
still lives in Orinda as does my
sister and my brother lives in
Lafayette. Ilike to get back to

Lamorinda to visit my family
but the COVID thing has
messed that up. I think it’s
beautiful there and I own a
piece of land in Briones where
I will ultimately build a
home.”

SHOP MORAGA

A good neighbor
has your back.

=
0

Mark Hoogs, Agent
Insurance Lic#: OM08809
629 Moraga Road
Moraga, CA 94556

Bus: 925-254-3344

Life’s a combination of good
days and bad. | have your
back for both. And who has
my back? The company
more people have trusted for
90 years. CALL ME TODAY.

o StateFarm’

State Farm

1606040 Bloomington, IL

Member of Moraga

*~.|1 i Chamber of Commerce
[

Morag:
[ir .[“uml

MAKE LIFE EASY
SHOP LOCAI

SO OESLATIES T OO

100% Cotton

Face Masks
for Kids and Adults

« Pocket for Filter (filter not included)
Made in Seattle

1409 Moraga Way, Moraga | 925.376.3600
www.moragahardware.com | Moraga Shopping Center

O IHBB LY

FALL OPTIONS FOR
- FITNESS
- SPORTS TRAINING
- BASEBALL

CHECK OUR WEBSITE

bayareaballplayers.com

@ OR INSTAGRAM

bayareaballplayers

A MAN’S
CHOICE
BARBERSHOP

3533 Plaza Way, Lafayette 925-283-1363

Please call:
Nancy: 925-640-5186 Maria: 925-980-4181
Bill: 209-482-8025

8-5 Tuesday
through Friday
and Saturday
8t03:30

M aulous

Save Gas
Save Money

2 v

PROFESSIONAL EYECARE

o P T O M E T R Y F P
Dr. Wm. Schwertscharf, O.D. ToOZ
* Comprehensive Vision Testing LFED
 Eye Disease Diagnosis FECFED

 Specialty Contact Lens Care

TIXET,
¢ Finest Quality Eyewear and Sunglasses S=———

rrrrrrr

Q{ﬁeem Valley

Pet S hoppe

Fet Food & Supplies

Rheem Valley Center 366 Fark Street Moraga (925) 376-8399
Monday - Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Sundzay 11a.m.to 5 p.m.

Save Time

Shop your local McCaulou’s

1) o TR} il
A1 AN, BDE WLAEE §
(3 i - Bha
e S g e

Community Cup Moraga

Helping Local Businesses

One Cup at a Time
please go to www.moragachamber.org and donate
to your local business community. All proceeds
provide grant money to Moraga Businesses.

The UPS Store Bs

New hours: Our location:
Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00 1480 Moraga Rd, Ste C
Sat 9-5, Sun closed Moraga, CA 94556 2005
v/ Shipping v Postal Services
v' Copying, Finishing v Business Services
v Printing Services v Live Scan
v"Notary Services Fingerprinting

www.theupsstorelocal.com/2291

MORAGA GARDEN
CENTER '

Trees & Shrubs
Flowers & Vegetables
Soil Products & Fertilizers
T Organic Products & Seeds

located at the
Moraga Shopping Center

925-376-1810

MORAGA MOTORS

since 1981 in Moraga. Located on ﬁg"‘
Moraga Road, Rheem Valley Shopping Center ¢ =

A\eae

. Y
L .

Professional Automotive

Service and Repair

Foreign and Domestic

2016 Moraga Small

Business qf‘the Year 530 Moraga Rd. d 925‘376‘0692

WWW.MOragamotors.com

Best Latte in Town

910 Country Club Dr.
Moraga

MORAGA RETREAT
CARE HOMES

residential assisted living for seniors

professional staff, resident-centered cave

private rooms, home-made meals, medication management
unparalleled attention to derail

MORAGARETREAT.COM (925) 376-2273

Watch for
Love Lafayette

September 16
Call for Advertising
925.377.0977

Bayﬂzrea home
cempanions

in-home care services

ﬂffmdaf) @ompetent Warm & @ompasstonate Adult Care

¢ Personal Care e Light Housekeeping
* Meal Preparation ¢ Non-medical Outpatient Assistance

(925) 330-3999

www.bayareahomecompanions.com

RHEEM VALLEY AUTOMOTIVE

(Rheem center-across from
the Post Office)

Complete Auto Repair
State of California

Brake, Lamp &

Smog Station [,

ADJUSTING
STATION

OFFICIAL
LAMP
ADJUSTING
STATION

[ 'Lé_ * STAR Cortified

377-6020
WWW.RHEEMAUTO.COM

Hall of Taxes
Peggy Hall, Enrolled Agent

Over 30 years experience
Stephen Hall, MBA, CTEC

Specializing in complex tax
situations for individuals and

Moraga small businesses.

(925) 388-1040

www.HallofTaxes.com - peggy@halloftaxes.com
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

Sirius 1S serious

Photo Cynthia Brian

Spring blooming tulips planted in fall are interplanted with delphiniums and pansies.

By Cynthia Brian

“When the ancients first observed Sirius emerg-
ing as it were from the sun ... they believed its
power of heat to have been so excessive that ...
the Sea boiled, the Wine turned sour, Dogs grew
mad, and all other creatures became languid.”
~ John Brady, 1813, a Compendious Analysis of
the Calendar.

Forever the optimist, when I penned my
last column, “The Dog Days of Summer,” I in-
tentionally left out the part of the Old Farmer’s
Almanac, 1817 that indicates, “Make both hay
and haste while the sun shines, for when old
Sirius takes command of the weather, he is
such an unsteady, crazy dog, there is no de-
pendence upon him.”

In the last few weeks we have witnessed

Lamorinda Home Sales

.. read on Page D2

the ravages of Sirius with thousands of light-
ning strikes causing more than 600 wildfires,
millions of acres burned, gusty erratic winds,
radically unhealthy air quality, and ash blan-
keting the state. More land has burned in the
last few weeks than burned in all of 2019.
Death and destruction are the horrific
aftermath.

Our Napa county farm was amongst the
blazing landscapes. Everyone living in the val-
ley where our vineyards and ranch reside was
evacuated, yet, with firefighters engaged else-
where battling numerous other infernos, my
brother stayed behind on his tractor to cut
roads, create safety zones, and clear debris.
The hills and pastures burned. He saved the
vineyards, barns, and our family home.

Between the brutal pandemic, perverse
politics, sizzling heat and suffocating smoke,
we all have a reason to despair. To thwart a
fire on my hillside, I have cut my dried peren-
nials and annuals to ground level. The only
beauty is offered by my faithful blushing
naked ladies and lavender society garlic plants
and the passionflower vine that is twining up
my peach tree. The ground is parched.

As I was repairing a broken water pipe so
that I could irrigate this arid field, my opti-
mism suddenly resurged. Swallowtails flitted
through the smoke-filled air searching for a
colorful landing place. A hummingbird settled
on my string of patio lights before nuzzling my
pink jacobinia growing in a cement urn. A
five-lined skink, also known as a blue-tailed
lizard, perched on a nearby boulder com-
pletely uninterested in my cutting and gluing
efforts. I completed my project, picked a ripe
tangerine from the tree, headed for the ham-
mock, and savored the juice as it dripped
down my chin. ... continued on Page D12
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

City Last reported Lowest amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE 10 $1,115,000 $3,100,000
MORAGA 12 $705,000 $2,010,000
ORINDA 14 $635,000 $3,850,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE
1202 Bacon Way, $1,130,000, 4 Bdrms, 1573 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 07-24-20,
Previous Sale: $559,000, 10-24-02
37 Bacon Court, $1,960,000, 4 Bdrms, 3100 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 07-23-20
11 El Cajon, $3,100,000, 5 Bdrms, 3934 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 07-22-20,
Previous Sale: $1,725,000, 04-12-16
933 Janet Lane, $1,700,000, 3 Bdrms, 1789 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 07-17-20,
Previous Sale: $1,000,000, 09-26-17
2584 Pebble Beach Loop, $1,115,000, 4 Bdrms, 1939 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 07-22-20,
Previous Sale: $758,000, 09-22-15
1195 Pleasant Hill Circle, $1,460,000, 4 Bdrms, 2089 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 07-21-20,
Previous Sale: $1,385,000, 05-29-18
407 Ponderosa Court, $2,310,000, 5 Bdrms, 3537 SqFt, 1985 YrBlt, 07-14-20,
Previous Sale: $1,775,000, 08-08-13
1098 Upper Happy Valley Road, $1,510,000, 2 Bdrms, 1883 SqFt, 1954
YrBlt, 07-20-20, Previous Sale: $844,500, 05-04-08
1135 Upper Happy Valley Road, $1,900,000, 4 Bdrms, 2382 SqFt, 1975
YrBlt, 07-13-20, Previous Sale: $1,465,000, 11-16-15
1069 Via Alta, $2,130,000, 3 Bdrms, 2597 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 07-23-20,
Previous Sale: $685,000, 09-11-00
MORAGA
863 Camino Ricardo, $1,705,000, 4 Bdrms, 2083 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 07-24-20,
Previous Sale: $1,250,000, 11-06-14
511 Chalda Way, $705,000, 3 Bdrms, 1322 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 07-17-20,
Previous Sale: $124,000, 12-01-87
i 210 Fronteras Drive, $1,937,000, 3 Bdrms, 3036 SqFt, 2018 YrBlt, 07-20-20
| 226 Fronteras Drive, $2,010,000, 4 Bdrms, 4057 SqFt, 2018 YrBlt, 07-22-20
; ’ 136 Greenbriar, $1,020,000, 3 Bdrms, 1819 SqFt, 1987 YrBlt, 07-13-20,
Previous Sale: $685,000, 07-11-13
3 Hetfield Place, $1,200,000, 3 Bdrms, 1603 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 07-20-20
] 28 Indian Wells Street, $1,480,000, 3 Bdrms, 2925 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 07-24-20,
Orinda | Prestigious Wilder Location | Unobstructed Views Previous Sale: $1,350,000, 11-29-06
Celebrate California’s quintessential year-round, indoor/outdoor 1820 Joseph Drive, $1,500,000, 4 Bdrms, 2452 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 07-16-20,
lifestyle, open floor plan, premium .88-acre corner lot, over Previous Sale: $1,409,000, 12-06-17
5,300 sf of living space on two levels with gorgeous finishes. 11 Ketelsen Court, $1,385,000, 3 Bdrms, 2410 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 07-16-20,
5 Bedrooms, 4 Bathrooms | Park-like Yard | Offered $3,495,000 Previous Sale: $810,000, 07-10-03
1082 Larch Avenue, $1,385,000, 3 Bdrms, 2170 SqFt, 1985 YrBlt, 07-13-20,
Previous Sale: $1,225,000, 03-29-19
44 Merrill Circle, $1,600,000, 5 Bdrms, 4382 SqFt, 1990 YrBIt, 07-13-20,
Previous Sale: $908,000, 07-01-92
5 Sierra Court, $1,298,000, 3 Bdrms, 2235 SqFt, 1985 YrBlt, 07-17-20

-
-

GLENN AND KELLIE

BEAUBELLE .. continued on Page D6
_ 925.254.1212
TheBeaubelleGroup.com

Glenn@TheBeaubelleGroup.com
CABRE# 00678426, 01165322




COMING SOON
3217 Acalanes Ave, Lafayette
S—

Price Available Upon Request This recently remodeled 4 bedroom, 2.5 bath single story home with
2,805 square feet is exactly what you've been waiting for. Hardwood
floors throughout. Open floor plan with massive island, formal

oo dining room and vaulted ceilings. Large, flat lot. Close to town and
k Ce e e e freeway access.
Pt e e e e e Contact us for more details on how to make this home yours!
PADDY KEHOE TEAM
E Paddy Kehoe Leslie Lomond Mary Staten
925.878.5869 650.799.210 925.890.6875
paddy@paddykehoeteam.com leslie.lomond@compass.com mary.staten@compass.com
[ ] DRE 01894345 DRE 01968517 DRE 01947354
Dave Schurhoff Christine Frazier Brittany Hogan
9259979569 925.550.2130 925.233.9061
dave.schurhoff@compass.com christinefrazier@compass.com brittany@paddykehoeteam.com
- DRE 01834201 ¥l DRE 01949722 DRE 01990287
Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235, All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is C @ M P ﬁ S S
compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages
are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.
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Feng Shui

The four pillars for abundant online study, proficiency & success

Photos provided

By Michele Duffy

The most important aspect of Feng Shui for your student to study on-
line for their fall 2020 classes involves placement and selecting a posi-
tive location in the home. As in closely related real estate Feng Shui,
“location, location, location” applies to deciding where your student’s
workspace should be located.

A busy thoroughfare, like a dining room, is not the ideal place-
ment for a student desk setup. Avoid dining room desk study areas if
possible. A reserved area that includes the required technology, and
above all is a quiet space conducive for healthy engagement and par-

ticipation in online classes, like a roomy
guest room or a large bedroom space, a
nook, loft or basement for a study setup,
is ideal. Think airy, light and bright “stu-
dio vibe” and involve your student in as
much of the design, colors, wall art, or
furniture picks. Enjoy the journey, try
more patience, and work toward creat-
ing a sense of joy in bringing your
shared vision to life.

Try your best to look at your home
with fresh eyes regardless of how you
set up online learning last spring. Were
there any lighting issues that required
correction? How was the sound? Was
the area quiet enough? Apply the Bagua
map over the entire home and next,
place the Bagua over the room you
choose for the study setup. Go slowly,
methodically, and develop a personal
space for your student that will inspire
and encourage focus on study success.

Some basic Feng Shui concepts you
may already be familiar with should be
implemented first, like the “Command-
ing Position” for desk/bed placement
and the importance of creating orga-
nized storage for study materials and
books. Feng Shui colors of blues or
greens can enhance online learning, as well as other initial activators
like inspiring wall art, abundant lighting, and even fragrance with
diffusers. Connecting to nature can help your student thrive. Start by
sitting in the Commanding Position arranged desk. What will your
student see out a window? Is a connection to the nature outdoors
(sky, trees, mountains) possible to help balance out stress?

Overlay the Bagua map (Page D10) over the actual study room lay-
out, and imagine the space with a “refreshed” energy or new look. Sit
at the “Commanding Position” desk (ideally diagonal and opposite the
door) as your student would. Is there a solid wall behind you? Reeval-
uate the space and ask questions about what worked and what didn't
during spring 2020 distance learning. Avoid glass desks; a solid desk
represents being supported with studying and learning.

Of all of the Five Elements, the Wood Element is maybe the most
fun to incorporate anywhere in a home, but especially in a study
room. Flowering, fragrant, leafy plants are an immediate way to acti-
vate heady Wood Element Qi to encourage your student’s upward
growth, focus and study diligence.

... continued on Page D10



Cheery. Cul-De-Sac. Contemporary. COMPASS

17 Lavina Court, Orinda
3 Bed | 2 Bath | £ 1,391 Sq Ft | + .34 Acre | $1,050,000
17LavinaCourt.com

Situated on a private cul-de-sac street,
this darling modern style home is move-in
ready with remodeled kitchen and baths
and fresh interior and exterior paint.

BRYDON &IVES

BEEaL EETATE TEAM

Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives
925.285.8336
bi@brydonivesteam.com
brydonivesteam.com

DRE 01408025 | 01367466

Work With Us!

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed
reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already
listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.



Kress & Larry

PRESENT
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1 Mariposa Ct, rindo

The street where everybody knows your name...
Picturesque Midcentury modern on level cul-da-sac, with
spectacular Orinda valley views. Level-in entry to living
space and bedrooms. Minutes to BART, Freeway and
Downtown, as well as Tilden, San Pablo and Briones parks.

3BR|2BA

1,998 SF | 13,325 SF Lot
Call for details
www.1Mariposa.com

Top of the World Feeling ... 3BR|2BA
Views...Views...Views... Beautiful inside and out. Stylishly

1,954 SF | 3,600 SF L
updated single level townhouse in Moraga Ridge. Wonderful Call for dletails ot

outdoor space to unwind. HOA sparkling pool & tennis
122AltaMesa.com

court. Close to schools & shopping.

113 Flesto Clrcle .Orlndo

B s idﬁ#

It's Always a Fiesta Here...

Popular lvy Drive - Single level California Ranch style
home with classic details and beautiful timeless updates.
Big level backyard. Conveniently located to 12 years of

3 BR|2BA

1,764 SF | 10,455 SF Lot
PENDING before market!
www.113Fiesta.com

top-rated schools.

Larry Jacobs & Kress Hauri

REAL ESTATE SALES CONSULTANTS | DRE 01495118 » 01465617

925.788.1362 « 925.899.5739
KressandLarry.com

@abio

PROPERTIES
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

... continued from Page D2

ORINDA

73 Brookwood Road #36, $635,000, 2 Bdrms, 882 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 07-20-20,
Previous Sale: $533,000, 02-10-17

8 Camino Lenada, $3,000,000, 9 Bdrms, 6778 SqFt, 1928 YrBlt, 07-16-20

181 Camino Pablo #183, $1,775,000, 6 Bdrms, 3325 SqFt, 1939 YrBlt, 07-15-20,
Previous Sale: $1,460,000, 06-10-14

15 Candlestick Road, $1,475,000, 3 Bdrms, 2288 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 07-14-20

15 Dias Dorados, $2,985,000, 3 Bdrms, 1817 SqFt, 1937 YrBlt, 07-24-20,
Previous Sale: $950,000, 04-13-18

50 Don Gabriel Way, $1,590,000, 4 Bdrms, 2044 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 07-16-20,
Previous Sale: $995,000, 10-27-15

77 El Toyonal, $1,265,000, 4 Bdrms, 2154 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 07-15-20,
Previous Sale: $1,100,000, 11-20-17

62 Heather Lane, $1,800,000, 5 Bdrms, 3357 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 07-20-20

69 La Espiral, $2,151,000, 4 Bdrms, 3746 SqFt, 1937 YrBIt, 07-16-20,
Previous Sale: $1,200,000, 01-06-16

711 Miner Road, $2,755,000, 4 Bdrms, 3279 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 07-14-20,
Previous Sale: $1,320,000, 07-11-02

8 Moraga Court, $1,783,500, 6 Bdrms, 3302 SqFt, 1947 YrBlt, 07-15-20,
Previous Sale: $282,500, 08-01-85

100 Sandhill Road, $3,850,000, 4 Bdrms, 4876 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 07-21-20

12 Snow Court, $1,220,000, 3 Bdrms, 1421 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 07-14-20

564 Tahos Road, $2,675,000, 3 Bdrms, 3426 SqFt, 2018 YrBIt, 07-24-20,
Previous Sale: $194,000, 05-07-18

Nichole Farsai
Keller Williams East county

DRE: 02076984
PH: 925.234.5707
Email: Nicholefarsai@kw.com

kw EAST COUNTY

KELLER Y
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REALTORS:

LAURA ABRAMS
BEVERLY ARNOLD
EMILY BAHN

MARAM BATA

VLATKA BATHGATE
ALBERT BERNARDO
NANCY BOOTH
ROBERT BROWN
ROBERTA CALDERON
TONY CONTE

KELLY CRAWFORD
COLIN ELBASANI
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20 Hacienda Circle $3,995,000
Stunning state of the art Orinda estate designed by Orinda architect Richard
Bartlett includes 8000+ sq. ft. comfortably situated on a flat 1.3-acre site
adjacent to the Orinda Country Club’s 13th hole. www.20haciendacircle.com

Melanie Snow 925-360-0344: Laura Abrams 510-697-3225  orouer 6893,

#01272382
Lafayette Orinda
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10 F{heem Bivd. $1,899,999
Quintessential Masterpiece
Vlatka Bathgate 925-597-1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindahomes.com
www.10Rheem.com Lic #01390784

1 Dead Horse Canyon Rd $2,495,000
Will amaze all who visit! Unique, cus-
tom-built nestled on hilltop + barn as ADU!
Suzanne Geoffrion/Dick Holt
925.699.4832/925.297.9150
1deadhorsecanyon.com  Lic#01878803/ 00827803

Walnut Creek

Lafayette
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807 Paseo Roble Ct
Newer Executive Deluxe
Vlatka Bathgate 925-597-1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindahomes.com
www.OrindaRealty.com  Lic #01390784

$1,500,000

1238 Laurel Lane  $1,495,000
Fabulous home on private lane with

views from every window!

Michele McKay 925-482-4116
michelemckay.com Lic #01902466

Oakland
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25 Longridge Rd  $949,000
Modern Retreat
Vlatka Bathgate 925-597-1573

1175 66th Street $949,000
Modern Oakland Condo w/Private Elevator
Christine Mason 925-900-5288
Christine@christineMason.me

Lic #02050542 www.OrindaRealty.com

Lic #01390784

ColdwellBankerHomes.com
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Vlatka@BestLamorindahomes.com Soraya Golesorkhi 925-808-8390

3 Valley View Ln. $3,195,000
A Nature Embraced Oases
Vlatka Bathgate 925-597-1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindahomes.com
www.3ValleyViewLn.com  Lic #01390784

Orinda

53 Tappan Lane $2,995,000
Modern exterior, renovated pool, wine
cellar, breathtaking views

Melanie Snow  925-360-0344
53tappanlane.com Lic #00878893

Lafayette
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1 Madera Lane $1,615,000

Views! Sunsets! and More Views!
Private end of the cul-de-sac location with
decks and lawn. Hide from the world!

Laura Abrams 510-697-3225
www.1maderalane.com Lic#01272382

Walnut Creek
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91 Silverwood Dr. $1,600,000
Just sold off market four months after previous
sale! Lovely mid century delight in stunning
setting!

Laura Abrams

510-697-3225
Lic#01272382

Danville
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103 Blossom Ct $975,000

Move-in ready & beautifully updated
4 brd-rooms, 3 full baths in cul-de-sac.

Peyman Moshref  925-878-9151
Lic#01441254
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1500 Golden Rain Rd #4 $995,000
LEVEL-IN 1BR | 1BA gem in Rossmoor!
Move right in!

Mary Beth MacLennan/Tony Conte
925.5324.6246/925.708.1396
1500GoldenRainRd4.com Lic#01480008/00959101

El Sobrante

5458 Cabrillo Sur $748,000
Immaculate 4 bdrm, 2.5 baths, chef’s
kitchen

Shellie Kirby 925-872-4257
www.5458cabrillosur.com  Lic #01215227

Coldwell Banker Orinda
5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925-253-4600

11 Francisca Dr. $925,000
Best value and beautiful in Moraga! 3BR/2.
5BA, 2,095 sq. ft for under a million!

sg@soraya4homes.com Lic #01771736

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. Real
estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Realty are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2020 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned
offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. B&x



Don't overlook this gem
ON OVERHILL ROAD

213 Overhill Aoad, Chinda

Perched atop a private driveway set off the street rests this wonderful remodeled home in fabulous
central Orinda/Glorietta location oozing with charm! 80% of this 1952 home was beautifully rebuilt
from foundation to roof with focus on allowing natural light to flood the interior with 10" Ceilings, sky
lights, transom windows & Anderson Windows and Doors. The oversized Kitchen is the heart of the
home with large Kitchen Island, custom cabinets, custom tile marble backsplash, designer lighting,
Stainless Steel appliances including new Wolf range and more. This well-appointed and updated
house, moments to downtown Orinda, BART, FWY, Meadow Swim & Tennis Club, Lafayette RIM Trail
and top-rated schools K-12 is a home to love and a fabulous place to call home!

51,995,000

Amy Rose Smith

Village Associates
925.212.3897
amy@amyrosesmith.com
www.amyrosesmith.com
CalBRE: #01855959

villageassociates.com | @villageassociates

ASSOCIATES

3 .55

Bath lcre

2 Private
Car Garage ~ Driveway

FINDING THE

AMYROSESMITH

925.254.0505 | It's Village. Of Course.
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20 MONTICELLO COURT, LAFAYETTE
5 Bedrooms - 4.5 Bathrooms - 3-Car Garage - 4750+ Sq.Ft. - 1.6+ Acres

Pool with Spa, Slide & Beach - Gourmet Outdoor Kitchen - Outdoor Fireplace - Sport Court & So Much More!
Call for Details! - 20monticello.com

STELLA TSAKONAS - CALBRE #01363574 STEPHANIE MULL - CALBRE #01955633
925.878.6603 925.878.1896
STELLA@STELLAANDSTEPHANIE.COM STEPHANIE@STELLAANDSTEPHANIE.COM

L8 8 8 8¢
.[: -E}M PASS ’ TOP 1% OF REALTORS IN CONTRA COSTA COUNTY | STELLAANDSTEPHANIE.COM

Compass is a licensed real estate broker (01991628) in the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price,
condition, sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit properties already listed.
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Feng Shui

The four pillars for abundant online study, proficiency & success

... continued from Page D4

Plants are powerful cleansers of indoor air pollution. Incorporating
the natural world and it’s healing energy can also include gentle
fountains, Koi and water features, sculptures, gardens, musical metal
bells or bamboo wind chimes.

The area of the Feng Shui Bagua that governs Wisdom, Self-
Cultivation, Knowledge and Studying/Online Learning, is left of the
door wall. Activate Earth with memory filled shells and rocks placed
on a student’s desk, place a digital photo of a favorite mountain like
Mount Tamalpais, or hang a metal 7 Tiered Pagoda from the ceiling of
the Wisdom, Self-Knowledge/Learning area of the study room. This
reinforces for your student, a desire to take a deeper dive, to be curi-

ous, creative and consistent, all hopefully designed for self-
development, maturity and gained wisdom.

Remember, during this fall 2020 that it’s helpful to know that
you’re not alone. Stay positive, go with the flow, and allow your in-
spired home to reimagine itself as a place for world-class online
learning for your budding Einstein (“Everything is Energy”).
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Michele Duffy, BTB M.E.S. is an Orinda resident who, since 1999,
enjoys creating “Space as Medicine” Feng Shui one space at a time, as
well as hiking in nature, cooking, and spending time with her family;
Canyon Ranch Feng Shui Master, International Feng Shui Guild (IFSG)
Red Ribbon Professional. To schedule a
professional 2020 Feng Shui Consultation,
contact Michele at (520) 647-4887 or send an
email to spaceharmony@gmail.com.
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Chris Swim & Tracy Keaton
DRE 00943989 | 01051349
92571661447
chris@chrisswim.com
chrisswim.com

COMPASS

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing
Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented herein is intended for
informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified.
Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made
as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

Orinda

Two Safe Harbors In

el & . -

$8,500,000

Casa Serena

5 Bed 5.5 Bath 5,800 SF 1.75+ Level Acres
So much to admire. So little to desire. Discover an exceptional level of
luxury and indulge your senses in the architecturally stunning Casa
Serena vineyard estate. Behind the grand and gated circular driveway
is a private sanctuary showcasing a masterfully crofted single-
level interior and award-winning landscape design that brilliantly

harmonizes an unsurpassed sophistication with ultimate comfort.

casaserenaorinda.com

The Storm Of 2020

Orindawoods

300 Village View Court $2,150,000

2+ Bed 2.5 Bath 2,500t SF 0.16+ Acres w/Views
Warm and welcoming from the moment you step onto the property,
this magnificent single level home exudes elegance redefined. With
impeccable design, timeless finishes and worry-free living, you will
rediscover what 'home' should be. The coveted end of cul-de-sac
location offers unparalleled privacy and optimized outdoor living

spaces for year round entertaining and enjoyment.

300villageview.com

JUST LISTED

5 BEDS, 3.5 BATHS, 3,870+ SF, .33+ ACRE LOT |

3800CampolindoDrive.com

Located in Moraga’s coveted Campolindo neighborhood, this stunning Mediterranean home was custom designed and built in 2000. Features include
extraordinary architectural elements, open floor plan, and 14 foot ceilings. Fully appointed gourmet kitchen/family room combination has high end
appliances and a large island. This 5 bedroom 3 1/2 bath home includes a spacious master suite with two walk-in closets and master bath with heated
floors. Numerous amenities include built in sound system, formal living and dining rooms, an office, custom hardwood floors, and professionally
designed landscape. The ideal location is in close proximity to community pools, top rated schools, hiking trails, and shopping.

DUDUM

AL R TATE

DRE 01882902

JULIE DEL SANTO

BROKER/OWNER
925.818.5500

julie@dudum.com
DRE# 0

RUTH EDDY
REALTOR®
925.788.5449

ruth@dudum.com
DRE#
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian
Sirius is Serious

Powerful pink jacobinia grows well in
containers and is a hummingbird magnet.

... continued from Page D1

Swinging, I contemplated my future garden-
ing desires.

This is the season to start making a list of
what you want to grow for the forthcoming
months. Bulbs to order or buy for autumn
digging include daffodils, tulips, freesia, ra-
nunculus, hyacinth, Dutch iris, anemone, and
crocus. Freesias are one of nature’s greatest
gifts with splendid scents, a cornucopia of
colors, and the ability to naturalize. Daffodils
are probably the most popular and least ex-
pensive of all the bulbs. They also will natu-
ralize. Deer, rabbits, and other critters won’t
eat them, allowing their happy flowers to
bloom for long stretches. When winter is
nearing its finale, crocus will make you smile
as they push through the soil to reveal their
rich colors of blue, violet, yellow and white.
Treat yourself to a garden filled with tulips.

Photos Cynthia Brian

You’ll want to buy your bulbs soon as they
need to be refrigerated for at least six weeks
before planting. For more impact, group col-
ors, shapes, and sizes together in a swath.
They are wonderful interplanted with del-
phiniums, pansies, and other annuals or
perennials for a very merry greeting.

After a traumatic summer filled with cli-
matic extremes, sowing seeds for a bountiful
harvest of late fall to early winter salad
greens and vegetables is a welcome en-
deavor. What seeds do you want?

Plant seeds of two varieties of Swiss Chard.

Try any of these:

Lettuce

Spinach

Arugula

Swiss Chard

Kale

Beets

Fennel

Turnips

Broccoli

Carrot

Kohlrabi

Shallots

Garlic

Radish

With the seriousness of the sizzling Sirius

and the dangerous air quality outside, stay
indoors and peruse catalogues and garden-

ing books to get ideas for fall planting. On
Thursday, Sept. 17, I'll be doing a Zoom pre-
sentation, “Tips, Tricks, and Tonics in the
Garden” for the Moraga Garden Club cele-
brating its 50th anniversary. For information
on this Zoom meeting, call Membership
Chair Jane Magnani at (925) 451-7031 for
times to join in the conversation and presen-
tation. We’ll keep it light and fun.

Turnips, fennel and beets.

Summer is coming to an end and this is a
great time to check for sale and clearance
items that you may want for our outdoor
landscaping for next year. I have found great
deals at https://bit.ly/3aG6qOI including cov-
ers for patio furniture. As much asIlove the
heat, the chance of wildfires is omnipresent.
Make sure to read my article on how to be
prepared in the event of any emergency (see
Page D14).

The Roman poet, Virgil described Sirius
as “bringer of drought and plague to frail
mortals, rises and saddens the sky with sinis-
ter light.” The veracity of his narrative has
been realized in 2020. Now more than ever,
we can use large doses of humor, hope and
healing. Let’s employ kindness and empathy
for one another as we prepare for planting
autumn bulbs and seeds. A bright and beau-
tiful spring display is only two seasons away.
Embrace optimism.

Happy gardening. Happy growing.
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Cynthia Brian, The Goddess
Gardener, is available for hire to
help you prepare for your spring
garden. Raised in the vineyards of
Napa County, Cynthia is a New
York Times best-selling author,
actor, radio personality, speaker,
media and writing coach, as well
as the Founder and Executive
Director of Be the Star You Are!®
501 c3. Tune into Cynthia’s
StarStyle® Radio Broadcast at
www.StarStyleRadio.com. . .
Buy copies of her best-selling 27 Calle Del Sierra | Stinson Beach | Offered for $2,925,000
books and receive extra freebies,

Chicken Soup for the Gardener’s An understated retreat, just minutes from the beach.

Soul, Growing with the Goddess Three bedrooms, two full bathrooms, comfortably
Gardener, and Be the Star You sleeping ten with covered parking for up to six cars.
Are! Millennials to Boomers at
www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store. 27CalleDelSierra.com
Cynthia is available for virtual
writing projects, garden consults, v
and inspirational lectures. Ann Newton Cane Golden
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com . 415 999 0253 G ate
www.GoddessGardener.com | : ' .
a.newtoncane@ggsir.com
o o Lic.# 02084093 Sotheby’s
Cynthla Brlan SWIngs in the hammOCk' Each Franchise Is Independently Owned And Operated. INTERNATIONAL REALTY

ARRIVING SOON IN LAMORINDA

For more information, contact
REGIONAL DIRECTOR RON MINTZ
VANGUARD PROPERTIES
A e: ron@vanguardproperties.com

p: 925.872.0968 DRE# 01095341

DRE#01486075 VANGUARDPROPERTIES.COM A/\ G Tt
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Are you ready to evacuate?

Fires raging over the hills.

By Cynthia Brian

In the last few weeks, we’ve experienced un-
precedented weather conditions with temper-
atures in the triple digits, ferocious winds,
low humidity, thunderstorms, and lightning
strikes resulting in more perilous and damag-
ing wildfires. Dry conditions will only worsen
in the forthcoming months. Air quality is pre-
cariously unhealthy with dangerous concen-
trations of tiny PM 2.5 particles that penetrate
deep into the lungs.

Natural disasters know no boundaries.
One never knows if a fire, earthquake, flood,
mudslide, or other calamity is on the horizon.
It’s imperative to be prepared for all emer-
gencies.

Be Prepared!

Here are ways that you can be ready for the
unexpected. Add your requirements to these
tips and be ready to drive away at a moment’s
notice. Besides Go Bag essentials listed below,

Photo Cynthia Brian

these are items that require your attention.
1. Sign up for emergency alerts via our
County Community Warning System at
https://cwsalerts.com where you can register
your phones, emails, and text numbers to be
notified. Add this phone number to your fa-
vorites for notifications from CCWS: (925)
655-0195 . Even if you are already registered
with Nixle (https://www.nixle.com), our local
CCWS is the alert system that will be used for
location-specific information. Also, visit
https://www.lamorindacert.org for more in-
formation. To check on air quality, visit
https://www.airnow.gov

2. Practice an evacuation plan with your
family. Know the safest exits from your home
and educate everyone in the family on the
best route.

3. Install an analog landline phone if you
don’t already have one. These are the old-
fashioned phones where the jack plugs into
the wall. Electricity is not necessary for them

Wednesday, September 2, 2020

to work. Although billing is more expensive
than cell phones, when the power is out,
these landlines work.

4. Designate someone out of state to report
to. Everyone in the family must have their
contact information in case of separation.

5. Make a rescue plan for your pets and ani-
mals and have a bag ready for them next to
your Go Bag.

6. Know how to manually open automatic
garage doors and gates.

7. Make copies of your passport, driver’s li-
cense, credit cards, insurance information,
and have small bills available. Put these in
your Go Bag.

8. Backup your computers, scan your impor-
tant documents, and keep files in the cloud or
off-site.

9. Family mementos, jewelry, heirlooms,
and any irreplaceable article that you can’t
live without must be stored with your Go Bag.
10. Know your neighbors and their contact
numbers to keep in touch to make sure every-
one is safe.

11. Make a list of a network of friends that
you can call in an emergency.

12. Know where you will go in evacuations.
13. Have a sign already made with your
name and phone number and the words “All
Evacuated” sitting on top of your Go Bag
along with a roll of blue painter’s tape. Only if
time permits, tape your sign to your door
when you leave so that firefighters know the
house is clear.

14. Listen to and obey the first responders.
These trained men and women have your
safety and that of your home as their priori-
ties. Follow their orders.

15. When told to evacuate, go quickly and
carefully. Take one vehicle only so as not to
clog the escape routes. Do not attempt to evac-
uate on foot.

16. Stay calm.

Whatever the calamity, it will behoove
you to have an emergency supply kit (AKA
“Go Bag”) in every vehicle and a larger one in
your home in a closet or area near the door
you will use to escape.

... continued on next Page
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The ravaged hills are ash the morning after the blaze.

... continued from Page D14

These supplies need to last you for one or
more days. You want duplicate Go Bags in
your vehicles because when disaster strikes
you may be in your vehicle and unable to re-
turn home. In an emergency at your
dwelling, you may only have time to grab
your keys, phone, wallet, pets, Go Bag, and
what you can carry. There will not be time to
“load your car” or to be searching or running

www.lamorindaweekly.com

PR |
Photo Cynthia Brian

from room to room to find what you need.
Keep everything that is essential together in
one place. Remember, you may be evacuated
for hours, days, or weeks. Sometimes, as has
been the case with our California wildfires
and earthquakes, a matter of minutes means
the difference between life and death.

Most of all, remember that saving your

life and that of your family is the most impor-

tant. Everything else can be replaced.

Page: D15

Go Bag Necessities

Fill a backpack or small case with the following
and keep one of these in all of your vehicles
and one in your home. Pack a small bag for
each family member, or, if easier, pack a larger
bag to include everyone. Remember you may
only take one vehicle upon an evacuation.
Include:

First Aid kit

Duplicate chargers for phones, tablets, and
computers

Work gloves

Warm gloves

Towelettes

Small towel

Bottled water (1 gallon per person per day)
Blanket

Walking shoes

Socks

Warm jacket

Peanut butter

Honey

Protein bars

Personal hygiene kit with a toothbrush, soap,
medications

Matches

Candle

Flashlight and headlamp with extra batteries
Eating utensils and plates

Breathing masks Niosh-N95

Clothing change

Extra set of keys to home, office, etc.

Cash

Toilet Paper

Because of the pandemic, N95 grade masks
are in short supply and reserved for medical
professionals. Although better than nothing,
unfortunately, surgical masks, cloth masks, and
bandanas do not protect against smoke
inhalation. The Air Resources Board advises
everyone to stay indoors with windows and
doors closed. Run recirculating fans or air
conditioners and keep aware of changing
conditions.

Hopefully, you will never have to use these
emergency Kits, but it’s best to be prepared. It is
natural to assume that a catastrophe will
happen to someone else, but the reality is no
one is immune. Across the country, natural
disasters are becoming more prevalent and
frequent.

It is becoming a common cliché to utter
“stay safe.” Instead, be proactive and be
prepared. The life you save will be your own.



+ LAMORINDA'S LEADING INDEPENDENT REAL ESTATE FIRM +

ORINDA

220 Crestview Drive

Secluded 6 bed/ 5.5 bath home on
expansive 1.4 acre lot, offering a
unique indoor/outdoor park-like

experience. $2,995,000

ORINDA

46 Tarry Lane

Great opportunity to built your
dream home in desirable Sleepy
Hollow neighborhood. All plans

approved. $1,349,000

LAFAYETTE

44 Prado Way

Private gated 3 bed/ 3.5 bath on
19.9 acres with 2 additional
rooms in highly coveted

neighborhood. ¢4 575 000

LAFAYETTE

1162 Crescenta Court

Remodeled 4 bed/ 3 bath + office
Ranch style home on cul-de-sac
near Downtown Lafayette, BART,

schools & more! $1,595,000
0 facebook.com/VillageAssociates
0 twitter.com/villageassoc

instagram.com/VillageAssociates

ORINDA

New Listing!

213 Overhill Road

Remodeled updated 4 bed/ 3
bath home perched atop private
driveway off the street in central

Orinda. $1’995’000
O RINDA

48 La Vuelta

Stunning 4 bed/ 3 bath mid-
century contemporary in Orinda
Country Club neighborhood. First

time on market! 1,279 000

LAFAYETTE

3554 Springhill Road

Upgraded spacious 5 bed/ 4.5
bath contemporary of 5983 sqft
at end of Springhill. Includes

private office. $3,988,000

WALNUT CREEK

90 Pleasant Valley Drive

Updated & cared for 2 bed/ 1 bath.
on .38 acres w/ room for boat &
RV. Close to Canal Trail, BART &

easy freeway access.

$840,000

21 Los Arboles

Large 3736 sqgft 4 bed/ 3.5 bath
home on private cul-de-sac w/ easy
access to commute, top schools, &

recreation. $1,689,000

ORINDA

20 Oak Court

One of Orinda’s last near-acre VIEW
properties that is ready to build on
& is in a mature neighborhood.

Great views! $875,000
LAFAYETTE

3971 Canyon Road

Private gated 6 Bed/ 4 Bath/ 2 Half
bath estate including two-story
guest house located in desirable

Happy Valley. $3,175,000

ALAMO

10 Serenity Lane

Majestic gated 12 bed/ 13 bath/ 3
half bath chateau w/ vineyard, 20
showcase car barn, & trophy club

room.

$19,500,000

ORINDA

15 L|nda V|sta

Beautifully maintained 4 bed/ 2
bath home w/ spectacular sunset
views across the Orinda Country

Club & beyond. $1,399,000
MORAGA

_._.-I-LH-
New Listing!

101 Merion Terrace

Remodeled split level 3 bed/ 2
bath 1849 sqft Moraga Country
Club w/ vaulted ceilings & wood

floors throughout. §1,200,000
LAFAYETTE

3696 Happy Valley Road

Private gated 6 bed/ 6.5 bath 5500
sgft custom home including chef's
kitchen, guest house, & pool on flat

.85 acres. $2,795,000

SAN RAMON

248 Victory Circle
Spacious 4 bed/ 3 bath home w/

soaring ceilings & fabulous
backyard in gated Fleur du Mont
community. $1’210,000

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 « Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505

Visit www.villageassociates.com Click on (@UzEEYAe/ NIt

The Village
Associates:

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore
Linda Ehrich
Emily Estrada
Joan Evans
Linda Friedman
Claudia Gohler
Dexter Honens Il
Susan Layng
April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy
John Nash
Altie Schmitt
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf
Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Steve Stahle
Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger
Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward
Margaret Zucker
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It's Village. Of Course.
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