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Crossing Borders: Art collective
disrupts at Jennifer Perlmutter Gallery

By Sophie Braccini

At the intersection of "hap-
pening” and “exhibit," the
Global Art Project offers an
immersion into contempo-
rary mixed-media art in the
downtown Lafayette Jennifer
Perlmutter gallery. Perlmut-
ter has opened her space to
Carl Heyward who invited
several GAP partners in-
spired by the idea of pushing
their practice and crossing
borders. The exhibit opened
on Sept. 5 and will be on dis-
play at 3525 Mount Diablo
Blvd. through Oct. 3.
Heyward is a Bay Area
mixed-media artist whose
work has been nourished by
his musical background as

well as his visual art training.

His focus is to create art that
impacts people. He is inter-
ested in experimenting and
working alongside other
artists, even if the result is
ephemeral. What counts for
him is unadulterated sponta-
neous inspiration, as he be-
lieves that when pure cre-
ativity manifests, the artist
that trusts it will be able to
deal with anything.

About 10 years ago when
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Heyward started getting in-
terested in social media and
its potential immediate im-
pact, he started collaborating
with kindred spirits from all
over the Western world and
together they started GAP.
The collaborative organized
yearly residencies in Europe,
Africa, North and South
America until the pandemic
stopped the engrossing
experiences.

The co-creative process
had to evolve and the exhibi-
tion “Crossing Borders” came
to be at the invitation of
artist-gallerist and GAP mem-
ber Ron Weijers . The first it-
eration was presented in a
14th century cathedral at
Campo-Santo in Ghent, Bel-
gium, the second one is in
Lafayette.

The large space at the
gallery is filled by art pieces
that are each unique but cre-
ate a harmonious journey.
Observing one creation after
another feels like meander-
ing in a varied landscape
where a new discovery
awaits at each bend in the
path.

Thirty different artists
from the Bay Area to Europe,

Na Omi Judy Shintani with her creation “Dream Refuge.”

Africa and Asia explore per-
sonal, psychological, political
and even aesthetic limitations
imposed by the dynamics of
fear. In the words of Hey-
ward, the resulting work
stimulates thought, sheds
light into corners of darkness
and through a reciprocal
process, then elevates
thought and experience and
in some cases, perhaps, offers
options to habitual automatic
modes of thinking and being.

Na Omi Judy Shintani, for
example, is a local artist that
thinks of herself as a narrator
who tells people's stories
through different media. The
piece she presents at the ex-
hibit, called “Dream Refuge,”
evokes the immigrant chil-
dren that are imprisoned in
the United States. The child
figures on the floor with their
mylar foil blankets are sur-
rounded by the Japanese-
American children who were
encamped during World War
I1, a story close to home for
Shintani. The large 3D display
includes a soundtrack mixing
sounds of the night and of
children.

French/Columbian Mar
Daines sent "Waiting to Fly" -
a beautiful hanging piece
where origami representing
boats are held in a fishing
net. What the artist asks here
is "Where is home?” Is it a
place where you were born?
Is it a place where you feel
you belong? Is it where you
can be yourself and be loved?
Can you be true to yourself,
when where you call home is
not really your original
home? Does the fact of not
living where you were born
condemn you to be an immi-
grant throughout your life?

Several displays talk
about children, voices that
are not being heard, children
who have disappeared. Oth-
ers evoke passage from one
region to another, from one
state to another. It deals with
relationships, connections
and disruptions. Heyward
noted that at a time when the
COVID-19 pandemic has cre-
ated a myriad of borders and
challenges to our very exis-
tence, GAP moves forward,
creating platforms for collab-
oration and communication,
appreciating the fragility of
life and the necessity to con-
tinue with compassion and
humanity.

The gallery is open
Wednesday to Saturday from
2 to 6 p.m. The experiential
voyage is sure to inspire and
ignite the imagination of
viewers.

® SM[ LE IS E\TEYS(Y

Mary H. Smith D.D.S.

A Professional Corporation

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

w

celebrating our
25" anniversary
of making and
maintaining
beautiful smiles.
‘We always welcome
new patients.

Our office delivers
the highest quality
and service.

Consults are always
complementary.

1 Bates Blvd. Ste. 210, Orinda, 925.254.0824

Open by appointment

1 925-283-8933 or sales@antiguadoors.com

antiguadoors.com

STEPS AWAY FROM
WORLD-CLASS SHOPPING,
DINING, AND ENTERTAINMENT.

A

WALNUT CREEK’S PREMIER
ACTIVE SENIOR LIVING
COMMUNITY IN THE HEART OF THE CITY

THE
HERITAGE
DOWNTOWN

ACTIVE SENIOR LIVING

(925) 943-7427 | 1785 Shuey Avenue, Walnut Creek
theheritagedowntown.com

Bay Area
enscapes, Inc.

Synthetic Grass - Instollation - Landscaping

1801 Saint Mary’s Rd. Moraga, CA 94556

Phone (925) 819-2100

* Design & Consulting

* New Landscape Installation * Re-Landscape & Remodel
* Residential & Commercial * Green Landscape Options
* Maintenance & Clean Ups * Synthetic Lawn Installation

CA Lic# 938445






