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Annual Orinda cocktail competition goes virtual

By Sora O'Doherty

In the past, the Art of Mixology competition has at-
tracted crowds of 300 attendees each year to Theatre
Square, however, like so much else in 2020, the pop-
ular annual cocktail competition that is the biggest
fundraiser for the Lamorinda Arts Council is going
virtual this year to protect people from the risk of
COVID-19.

But just because the competition is virtual
doesn’t mean that people can’t taste the cocktails.
The difference is, they will have to make them at
home from kits concocted by the five mixologist fi-
nalists.

The kits will contain all the ingredients to pre-
pare the cocktails in the competition, except the al-
cohol, which will need to be purchased separately.
Participants can order the kits and follow along as
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the competitors prepare the drinks via videos on the
Lamorinda Arts Council website. The kits are non-
perishable and do not contain any fresh items. A
couple of recipes call for citrus, which is included as
crystalized citrus.

The 2020 Mixologist of the Year will be an-
nounced during a live Awards Show at 7 p.m. Friday,
Oct. 16. The show will be emceed by Justin Cole of Joy
in Motion and the finalists will mix their craft cock-
tails. Second and third place mixologists will also be
named, as well as an award for audience favorite.
Winners will get trophies or certificates and cash
prizes. Audience favorite voting starts Oct. 1. The
competition will be judged by Diablo Magazine Pres-
ident Barney Fonzi, Aziza SF Creative Beverage Di-
rector Megan Abrams, and Bull Valley Road House
Beverage Director and General Manager Mourad
Tamir Ben Shalom.

The competition this year has been co-chaired
by Denise Nomura, president of Lamorinda Arts
Council and co-curator of the Art Gallery at Wilder
and Samantha Spector, who owns Saloon Box, a
craft cocktail monthly subscription service. Spec-
tor’s company has made cocktail kits for about five
years, and she has been an Art of Mixology judge
three times. Saloon Box, a sponsor of this year’s
events, is making all the Kkits, with all proceeds going
to LAC. The company is also donating the packing
supplies and some of the ingredients.

Spector said that the sponsoring spirits that the
competitors chose from were Tahoe Blue vodka, E1 Ma-
jor tequila, George Terrior gin, St. George Breaking &
Entering American whiskey and Banks 5 Island rum.
Each finalist’s recipe features one of the five spirits.
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Upgraded zone evacuation system installed after virtual drill

By Vera Kochan

Moraga Police Chief Jon King on Sept. 23 gave the town
council an update regarding results from the Aug. 1
Virtual Evacuation Drill, and discussed an upgrade to
the previous zone evacuation system made in con-
junction with the Moraga-Orinda Fire District and us-
ing the talents of Zonehaven, which provides a data-
driven interface to create broad situational awareness
to empower government agencies and community
members with emergency planning and live
evacuations.

The new system notes the critical evacuation area;
how many structures are located within the area; the
population of the area; and the number of acres con-
tained within the zone. There is also information
available to discern what traffic positions need staffing
and the resources needed to man those locations. King
stated that all of this additional data is currently being
fine-tuned and will become available to MPD and
MOFD within a few short weeks.

Additionally, MOFD has installed a fire modeling
program which gives pertinent data such as humidity,
wind, temperature and basic weather conditions along
with an estimate of the fuel load, which can show
where a fire is going to start. It can disclose what a fire
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is going to do at a one-hour point, three-hour point and
a five-hour point.

The fire modeling program can also recommend
zones for evacuation. This will allow MOFD to use the
program in real-time to make projections on a fire’s
route of destruction and in turn give MPD a head start
for timed evacuation calls in order to stagger depar-
tures from town rather than take a chaotic mass evac-
uation approach.

“This is an incredible tool that we have and we’re
going to continue to use, but one of the things it shows
us is we do have time to make evacuation calls,” said
King. “I know there’s a lot of people out there that are
concerned that we can’t evacuate the entire town at
once, and they’re absolutely correct — we can’t. Nor
would we. Only in a very extreme situation do we
think we would need to. I don’t know of any city that
could evacuate its entire population at once.”

King added, “What this does is it tells us when we
need to evacuate people, and we can evacuate the city
by zone and get people out ideally in an orderly fash-
ion.” The new program will also identify temporary
refuge areas where people can go to be safe and sur-
rounded by fire trucks if not everyone could get out.

Vice Mayor Mike McCluer expressed concern re-
garding all of the recent roadwork being done by util-
ity companies along Moraga’s main arteries, in many
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instances closing down one lane of road to vehicles
and causing traffic backups.

King assured McCluer that utility companies
working along escape routes are prepared to open up
the roads within 15 minutes in the event of an
evacuation.

During the public comment portion of the presen-
tation, King was asked if there was coordination be-
tween MPD, Orinda and Lafayette Police Departments
in the event of an evacuation since the routes would
progress through those two jurisdictions.

King explained that the three departments con-
stantly work together, are on the same radio wave
length and are there to assist each other. By the same
token, the reach of mutual cooperation between agen-
cies goes beyond the Lamorinda area.

Last month’s Virtual Evacuation Drill was not a
one-time lesson. King assured residents that MPD and
MOFED are constantly working to train and make im-
provements now and in the future.

King reminded everyone to register with the Com-
munity Warning System (www.cwsalerts.com). He es-
timated that 80% of Moraga households are already
registered, which is the highest percentage in Contra
Costa County and quite possibly the highest within the
state of California.






