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Moraga’s 2020 Pear & Wine
Festival another COVID-19

casualty
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The few remaining pear trees from the Moraga Company's once vast orchards.

By Vera Kochan

Traditionally held the
fourth Saturday in Septem-
ber, the town’s annual Pear
& Wine Festival fell victim
to coronavirus social dis-
tancing mandates. The fes-
tival signals the beginning
of the fall season to Mora-
gans whose town symbol is
a green Bartlett pear.

The pear (pyrus com-
munis -- meaning common
pear) belongs to the rose
family (rosaceae). The USA
Pears website declares that
pears were called “a gift of
the gods” by the Greek poet
Homer. The California Pear
Advisory Board states, “The
Bartlett pear got its start in
17th Century England,
originally known as the
Williams pear before
crossing the Atlantic with
the early colonists. Nurs-
eryman Enoch Bartlett of
Massachusetts, unaware of
the pear’s true name, be-
gan distributing the variety
under his own name in
1812, and it quickly be-
came America’s favorite.”

Most townsfolk know

the immediate 100-year
history regarding the exis-
tence of pear orchards in
Moraga. Planted by James
Irvine in 1913 for his Mor-
aga Company, a ranch and
agribusiness nearly 11,000
acres in size, the crops also
included walnuts, apples,
peaches, apricots, beans
and beets.

Sold under the name
Moraga Pears, the fruit was
the largest pear operation
in the state between 1914
and 1944 and became
world famous. According to
former Moraga Historical
Society archivist Elsie Ma-
stick, “It was the largest
distribution of pears in the
world.” Trains came
through town loading up
on fruit that would be des-
tined for the East Coast and
beyond, as well as local
canneries such as Del
Monte in Oakland.

According to informa-
tion gathered from the
MHS, when Utah Mining
and Construction bought
the 5,000 acres of pear or-
chards in 1953 only 150
acres of pear trees re-

mained. More trees were
cut down and replaced by
shopping centers and sub-
divisions. By 1974, pear
harvests were discontinued
and the remaining trees
were left standing un-
tended. Of the original 38
pear orchards, only a
handful of trees still re-
main.

Today a few lucky Mor-
aga homeowners can say
with pride, “I have a Mor-
aga Company pear tree still
bearing fruit in my back-
yard.” This reporter is one
of them.

The annual Pear Festi-
val began in 1999 by then-
Moraga residents Tom and
Stephanie Smith. By 2003,
Moraga Parks Foundation
took the helm. Once a pear
tree is planted, it can pro-
duce fruit for nearly 200
years. That’s good news for
the town of Moraga, which
can look forward to a Pear
& Wine Festival at least
through the year 2113.

Note: Additional re-
search for this article pro-
vided by MHS President Su-
san Sperry.
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of making and
maintaining
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new patients.

Our office delivers
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and service.
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complementary.

1 Bates Blvd. Ste. 210, Orinda, 925.254.0824

STEPS AWAY FROM
WORLD-CLASS SHOPPING,

WALNUT CREEIZ'% PREMIER
ACTIVE SENIOR LIVING
COMMUNITY INTHE HEART OF THE CITY

THE
HERITAGE
DOWNTOWN

ACTIVE SENIOR LIVING

(925) 943-7427 | 1785 Shuey Avenue, Walnut Creek
theheritagedowntown.com

Bay Area
enscapes, Inc.

Synthetic Grass - Instollation - Landscaping

—

1801 Saint Mary’s Rd. Moraga, CA 94556

Phone (925) 819-2100

* Design & Consulting

* New Landscape Installation * Re-Landscape & Remodel
* Residential & Commercial * Green Landscape Options
* Maintenance & Clean Ups * Synthetic Lawn Installation

CA Lic# 938445






