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MEF donations strengthen distance learning

A Rheem Elementary student prepares for the first day of

distance-learning.
By Jenn Freedman

While classrooms look quite
different this fall, school is
back in full swing. During this
time of distance learning, as
well as hybrid learning (in-
person and virtual) down the
road, local support of public
schools is just as critical as
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parents, community members
and businesses, Moraga Edu-
cation Foundation (MEF) sup-
plements state funding to en-
sure that Moraga schools can
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diversity and inclusion pro-
gramming. Specifically, dona-
tions fund teacher aides,
reading tutors (elementary),
writing aides (middle), coun-
selors, wellness centers, col-
lege/career counseling, art,
music, physical education, li-
brarians, and safety equip-
ment. The programs and staff
funded by MEF donations are
crucial to schools whether
students are distance learning
or in the classroom.

MEF has granted $ $2.45
million to the Moraga School
District and Campolindo in
the 2020-21 academic year.
These grants have aided the
COVID-19 response and dis-
tance learning in vital ways.

For example, this year’s
professional development for
teachers has focused on
teaching virtually, under-
standing student social/emo-
tion needs, and racial and
cultural diversity. Fifth-grade
teacher Clare Fallon at
Camino Pablo Elementary ex-
plains, “The donations made
to MEF allow me to grow and
become a better teacher in so
many ways. With the
changes that have unfolded in
our world since March, pro-
fessional growth is even more
vital than ever. The profes-
sional development opportu-
nities offered to teachers in
Moraga are current to the
changes of education and so-
ciety. They enable me to bet-
ter understand how to help

provide a high-quality, well-
rounded education by using
these grants to fund the areas
of academics, enrichment,
wellness, professional devel-
ever. opment, STEAM, and now
pandemic response, en-

my students academically
and emotionally.”

MEF grants also fund
classroom materials like sub-
scriptions for interactive tu-
torials in all science classes.
Campolindo science teacher
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Roxanna Jackman explains,
“We have been able to pur-
chase subscriptions from
Pivot interactive tutorials.
These subscriptions allow our
students to do experiments
and change variables and
gather data in our Living
Earth, Chemistry and the
Earth, and Physics in the Uni-
verse courses, as well as our
AP courses.”

Plus, the academic sup-
port staff (tutors, aides, and
academic counselors) has
been instrumental in the suc-
cess of distance learning.
Suzanne Tom, first-grade
teacher at Los Perales, ex-
plains, “Our reading tutors
provide reading intervention
for my little guys (via Zoom)
who are struggling to make
benchmark levels. With their
support, along with having
family support at home, a lot
of times it’s just the little lift
that they need to get them
where they need to be. And
they feel so good when they
can read at benchmark.”

Rheem second-grade
teacher Angela Guidi adds,
“What remains constant dur-
ing this time of change is my
classroom aide, Mrs. Hardin.
She is integral to us as we uti-
lize the ‘breakout room’ func-
tion on Zoom, which allows
us to work in small groups
with the students. But to do
that, we need another adult to
supervise the rest of the
students.”

In addition, student well-
ness and social/emotional
learning are indispensable
during this time of uncer-
tainty and hardship. MEF
grants fund counselors, who
support students through in-
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dividual, small group, and
classroom programs. “This is
especially important now
more than ever during dis-
tance learning, when we all
need help and support con-
necting with each other, and
coping with how school looks
a lot different this year,” ex-
plains Emily Navolio, third-
grade teacher at Camino
Pablo.

Finally, MEF grants have
been used to fund critical
safety equipment like masks,
sneeze guards, face shields,
hand sanitizer, sanitizer floor
stands, outdoor hand washing
stations, goggles, thermome-
ters, toilet seat covers, HVAC
filters, disposable gloves, and
disinfectant room foggers,
and school learning tools like
Chrome books, hotspots,
Zoom subscriptions, online
assessment systems, and
webcams.

MEF is currently raising
funds for next year's grants,
and while they accept dona-
tions throughout the year,
their annual Week of Giving
is Oct. 5-11. “Our local public
schools rely on community
support to be among the best
in the state. The Week of Giv-
ing is a perfect time to make a
donation to MEF, a donation
that will preserve the high
standard of education we
have come to expect in Mor-
aga. Our hope is that every-
one who benefits from the
excellent Moraga public
schools—parents and com-
munity members—will do-
nate at a level that is right for
them,” says MEF president
Lisa Brown.

To donate, go to
www.moragaeducation.org.

Submitted by Bob Stoops

An enthusiastic group of volunteers
(40-45 individuals ranging from 12 to
80 years old) under the direction of
Friends of Orinda Creeks could be
seen Sept.19 picking up trash and
clearing brush along San Pablo Creek
in downtown Orinda. This section of
creek, from Chevron to Bank of Amer-
ica, is notorious for illegal trash
dumping and littering. FOC an-
nounced a staggered work shift pro-
gram which began at 9 a.m. and fin-
ished at noon. Volunteers arrived at 9,
10 or 11 and worked for an hour or
more along the creek. The staggered
shifts were designed to emphasize so-
cial distancing. Masks were manda-
tory. Volunteers included FOC board
members, Next Door Orindans, and
male and female Scouts from Orinda
Troops 303B and 303G. Leaders and
parents from the Troops were also
there to help.

It takes a Village ...
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Huge piles of trash, debris, brush,
one chair, a printer, and one car
bumper were brought up from the
creek and piled up for pickup by the
city of Orinda on the following Mon-
day. FOC would like to thank all of the
Coastal Clean-up Day participants and
Orinda staff Scott Christie, Public
Works/Engineering and Steve Ecklund,
City Maintenance Supervisor for coor-
dinating the pickup and removal of
debris.

“San Pablo Creek should be an in-
tegral and featured part of our Down-
town Precise Plan, given the commu-
nity’s documented interest in restor-
ing it and integrating it with the Vil-
lage,” said Bob Stoops of Friends of
Orinda Creeks. “Unfortunately, it cur-
rently suffers from dumpster blight, as
some property owners and tenants
adjacent to the creek seem to have lit-
tle interest in maintaining a clean, ac-
cessible, pristine waterway.”

Campolindo Leo Club installs

3

new officers
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From left: Lions President Andy Boggeri, Secretary/Treasurer Marina Rago,
President Luca Rago, Vice President Brody Crouch, and teacher advisor

Ms.Sarah Morgan.

Submitted by Robert
Murtagh

Moraga Lions Club President Andy
Boggeri on Sept. 9 installed the Leo
Club officers — President Luca Rago,
Vice President Brody Crouch, Secre-
tary/Treasurer Marina Rago - for the
2020-21 school year.

The Leo Club members annually
perform over 500 hours of community
service including working the food
booth at the Fourth of July and Pear

Festival at the Commons and the an-
nual pancake breakfast at the Moraga
Fire House. Due to the virus, these
events have been canceled this year.
Their motto: “We serve." In the 2019-
20 school year the Leo Club was very
successful in promoting diabetes
awareness and were instrumental in
placing a salad bar in the Campolindo
cafeteria.

For more information about the
Leo’s and Lions contact Bob Murtagh,
bobmurtagh@gmail.com

Commumty Service: we are pleased to make space available whenever
possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service organizations to sub-
mit news and information about their activities. Submissions may be sent to story-
desk@lamorindaweekly.com with the subject header In Service to the Community.

Share Your Celebrations and Remembrances

If you would like to share an announcement about a special event or achievement,
such as a wedding, engagement, scholarship or graduation of a local resident, or
about a special person from Lamorinda who has passed, send a photo along with
your text (up to 250 words) to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com, and include “Cele-
brations and Remembrances” in the subject line.





