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Orinda

Public
ORINDA Meetings

City Council

Wednesday, Oct. 14, 7 p.m.
Regular Meeting
By Teleconference Only

Planning Commission

Tuesday, Oct. 13, 7 p.m.
By Teleconference Only

Finance Advisory Committee
Regular Meeting

Wednesday, Oct. 28, 6:30 p.m.
By Teleconference Only
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€ kindly wear a mask

SAFETY IS OUR FIRST PRIORITY

® Face masks are required at all times

e After each customer the stylists will disinfect all tools and hands

e 6 feet social distancing is being maintained in the salon

WE CLEAN AND DISINFECT BETWEEN
EACH & EVERY CUSTOMER!
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ORINDA VILLAGE
1 Camino Sobrante #5 ¢ Orinda
925-254-7474
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10-6 7 Days a Week

REG $22 SENIORS & KIDS
$20. Not valid with any other
offers. Limit one coupon per
customer. Valid at Orinda
and Moraga Locations only.

$20. Not valid with any other
offers. Limit one coupon per
customer. Valid at Orinda
and Moraga Locations only.
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OPD officers will wear body cameras

By Sora O'Doherty

In an ongoing effort to examine
and improve policing after re-
peated national incidents of po-
lice misconduct, the Orinda City
Council continued to review lo-
cal policies, and adopted a rule
requiring Orinda police officers
to wear body cameras while on
duty. The matter seemed to
cause major confusion, how-
ever, when Police Chief David
Cook explained that the body
cameras, which are to be acti-
vated when an interaction with
a member of the public begins,
have the ability to turn on auto-
matically when a weapon or a
taser is drawn.

Cook had to repeatedly ex-
plain that the policy requires
officers to turn on the cameras
at the beginning of an interac-
tion, but that the automatic
function merely provides a
backup in the event that an of-
ficer has not turned on the
camera. The automatic func-
tion of the Axon Body Cam 3
will turn on all police cameras
within 30 feet of an incident.

The city council unani-
mously adopted the five recom-
mendations offered by city
staff. Most of the recommen-
dations concerned instating a
body worn camera program for
the OPD, including approving
the contract with Axon Enter-
prises, Inc., allocating $18,000
from the general fund reserves
to pay for the first year of
equipment and service costs. In
addition, the council, at staff’s
recommendation, established a
public safety subcommittee and
directed the mayor and city
manager to continue to explore
opportunities to collaborate
with the Orinda Union School
District.

During his presentation,
Cook said the body worn cam-
era program will cost Orinda
about $16,568 per year and will

give Orinda access to the same
data storage system as the Con-
tra Costa District Attorney’s Of-
fice, so submitting data will be
as simple as sending a link to
the DA. According to Cook, in
2019 OPD responded to 11,265
calls for service, including 213
“select crimes” (which include
serious crimes against persons
or property), 40 mental health
commitments, and 143 arrests
that gave rise to eight use-of-
force incidents. Of those, six
were actions taken by an officer
to overcome resistance, and two
involved use of a closed fist. In
2020 thus far there have been
8,550 calls for service, 121 select
crimes, 63 arrests and two use-
of-force incidents, one of which
involved a closed fist.

Cook also discussed the
Contra Costa Sheriff’s Office’s
work to grow mental health
programs, including a full-time
deputy for the Mental Health
Evaluation Team and the addi-
tion of an in-custody program.
The Contra Costa County public
managers association has es-
tablished a subcommittee on
mental health to review current
structure of services, needs and
resources, Cook said, and all
Orinda officers will attend re-
fresher training in crisis inter-
vention and de-escalation.

The Public Safety Subcom-
mittee should meet quarterly to
receive reports from the chief
of police including crime and
arrest statistics, information on
the use of cameras in solving
crimes, use of force statistics,
racial and identify profiling
statistics when such statistics
become available, and updates
on legislation. Most important,
Cook felt, would be updates
from the city manager and a
public forum for questions,
concerns and feedback.

The city council also heard
from OUSD Superintendent
Carolyn Seaton and members of
the board, including board

members Hilary Weiner, Liz
Daoust and Director of Curricu-
lum David Schragg

In public comments,
Heather Jinnalone asked why
police officers are sent on men-
tal health calls, and Cook ex-
plained that the only time po-
lice should be involved is when
there is a danger to public
safety or to the person, which is
what is covered by California
Health and Welfare Code sec-
tion 5150 that governs when
people may be subjected to a
72-hour mental health hold.

Cook said that he would try
to get more information about
mental health issues onto the
Orinda police website.

Rebecca Verity expressed
concern about the way police
officers respond to ally wit-
nesses, who stop, witness, even
film. “I've had three incidents
reported to me where OPD re-
taliated against people witness-
ing, filming,” she said.

City council candidate
Latika Malkani reported that
she is very pleased that the city
is finally moving forward with
concrete recommendations and
was thrilled to see the city wel-
come a partnership with the
schools. The current recom-
mendations are not the end but
the beginning, she said, adding
that access to data is critical,
also with a mandate to come up
with additional recommenda-
tions.

Diana Honig asked Cook
why police are waiting to im-
plement Race and Identity Sta-
tistics. “Ninety-nine percent of
the time when I see someone
pulled over, it is a person of
color,” she said.

Cook responded that the
technology solution has been
created and is now being tested.
“As soon as it is ready,” he said,
“we’ll start collecting the data,”
but he added that he does not
know when that will be.
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Darlene is endorsed by some of Orinda and Contra Costa County’s most trusted leaders and community voices.
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“Darlene has demonstrated that she is
responsive to residents’ needs. The Orinda
Firewise Council supports re-electing
Darlene to the Orinda City Council.

Melanie Light, Chair, Orinda Firewise Council

€¢ Darlene is an exceptional asset for Orinda — her
infrastructure expertise, executive management
experience, and open, responsive style make her
a valued and trusted voice for our community.

Amy Worth, Vice Mayor, City of Orinda
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