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OUSD board excited about new cameras in classrooms ...
teachers not so much
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Teacher Allie Bingham, said
that, while she appreciates
the board looking for solu-
tions, she has concerns about
privacy. “It feels like an inva-
sion,” she said. “Imagine
having a Zoom going while
you are teaching a live class,”
she added, and wondered if
the cameras will remain after
COVID-19.

Parents, however, seemed
to like the idea of the cameras

very much. Juana Rudani
thought that the camera
looked amazing, and she has
no concerns about her child’s
privacy. “You can mute him
the whole time,” if desired,
she said. Sasheel Daswani
agreed that the teachers
brought up good points, in-
cluding privacy, but added
that “this is a world where
there are trade-offs.” He felt
that teachers would be re-
lieved of the duty to teach the
same material twice, but

could see that there are issues
about coordination. “Nothing
will be as good as before the
pandemic,” he concluded.
The board members ex-
pressed sympathy with the
concerns of the teachers,
while also being enthusiastic
about the potential uses of the
cameras. Hoxie said, “I re-
spect all of our teachers so
much; I understand teachers
feeling that they are on dis-
play, even on Zoom.” Liz
Daoust explained that the

camera discussion stemmed
from concern about the
workload of teachers in the
hybrid mode, dealing with
two sets of kids per day, and
cleaning the school.
Shannon said that while
teachers have really stepped
up with the technology, and
have show an openness to
trying new things, they have
concerns. In his 32nd year of
teaching, Shannon said,
“there are things that happen
that you don’t want other

parents to hear.” He also
complained that teachers
asked for air purifiers and
were told that money was an
issue. Hoxie explained that
air purifiers and cameras are
not an “either/or proposi-
tion.” “We don’t have the
money for either,” she said,
“it means asking our
parents.”

Orinda is still asking, when is it safe to return to school?
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One study found that the ma-
jority of school outbreaks are
staff to staff or staff to pupil,
and according to CBS, Sacra-
mento, California has seen no
links between schools re-
opening and the spread of
COVID. However the largest
COVID-19 contact tracing
study to date found children
to be key to the spread of
COVID, with evidence of su-
perspreaders, according to
the Princeton Environmental

Institute.

In order for children to
return to school, several pre-
cautions are considered nec-
essary, including COVID test-
ing and a social contract, de-
signed to ensure that family
behavior outside of school,
such as agreeing to keep kids
home who have any symp-
toms, avoiding travel outside
the community or, if travel
does occur, quarantining af-
ter returning to the commu-
nity. Other crucial elements
to a return to school include

masking, reduced class size,
desk spacing, cleaning proto-
cols and proactive plans for
when students or staff test
positive.

According to Seaton, the
community compact, which is
being drafted by Weiner and
Daoust, is one tool in the tool-
belt for returning to in-school
learning. “We want some-
thing our community is will-
ing to sign; we’re not a police
state,” Weiner said. The draft
compact will be presented at
the next board meeting and

Kaune suggested that the
board invite community
feedback on the draft com-
pact.

The board also ratified an
agreement with Frontline Ed-
ucation to provide OUSD with
its School Health Manage-
ment System with COVID-19

screening and contact tracing.

In addition, the board is ex-
ploring a partnership with
Agile Force, a company that is
helping San Rafael and other
school districts with on-site
COVID-19 testing. The com-

pany is based in Los Angeles
County and is reportedly
helping to ensure that casinos
are safe. The district plans to
pilot COVID-19 testing with
Agile Force next month and if
all goes well, testing would
probably be scheduled once
every two weeks. Under the
CARES act, all Americans are
entitled to free weekly testing,
to be covered by insurance.
Agile Force will conduct the
testing and will bill insurance
companies, so no cost would
be borne by OUSD.

Letters to the editor

Open letter to Rebecca Bauer-Kahan

I was profoundly dismayed to find a
reference to the Holocaust in your
campaign flyers. The death of nearly 6
million European Jews, each with a
face, a name, a life story, 6 million of
my brothers and sisters annihilated in
a planned program of total
extermination is not a political prop.
One need not be a second generation
survivor, like I am, raised on stories of,
murder, hunger, exile, disease, death,
loss of loved ones to recognize that the
memory of such horrific crimes and
such immense losses ought not to be

used for political purposes.

I'would have let it go, were it not
for two facts. The reference to the
Holocaust was used to buttress your
stand against “the Trump
Administration’s assault on civil
liberties”. Are you aware that Pres.
Trump is the first president who
recognized that Jews remain a
vulnerable minority and extended the
protections of title VI to Jewish
students? Despite years of the well
reported rise in antisemitism on
university campuses, our previous
president remained oblivious or
unwilling to take action. It took Pres.
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Trump to protect the civil rights of
those who once again have become the
most hated minority.

It was even more dispiriting to
discover that you signed AB 331, the
bill which would have institutionalized
a mandated high school curriculum in
ethnic studies in which Jews were
declared “white”, denigrated as
oppressors and white supremacists.
The history expulsions, persecution,
exclusion, genocide of this vulnerable
minority was not included in this
curriculum. With your vote this
curriculum would have been a
graduation requirement for every high

school student in California, were it
not for 86 Jewish organizations who
appealed to Gov. Newsom to veto the
bill. The Democrat governor vetoed a
bill signed by all Democrats! I don’t
think that you can proudly say that
you were on the right moral side of
this issue. Chances are that you will be
re-elected, even without my vote. I can
only plead and hope that in the next
term you will make more informed,
more courageous and less partisan
choices.

Rachelle Halpern MD

Orinda

PROVEN
EXPERIENCE

to deal with our most
pressing challenges:

Proactively manage the
development of our downtown
corridor, including affordable
housing

Protect our hillsides, ridgelines
and open space

Deal with the causes and effects
of climate change, including
planning for wildfire evacuation
Promote inclusiveness and equity

Revitalize our downtown in the
wake of the pandemic

Improve traffic flow and parking

Prudently manage our City's
limited resources

Carl Anduri
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“Carl and | served together on our City Council.
He cares deeply about our community and its
future. | know Lafayette will be in good hands with
Carl’s proven leadership.”

- Mike Anderson, Mayor, Lafayette

“We need Carl’s proven experience, judgment and
vision on the Council. He will be, once again, a

Please Join Your Friends and Neighbors Who Support Carl!
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“There is a reason people who served with and
worked with Carl are supporting him -- they know
his experience and leadership will make
Lafayette a better place to live for all of us.”

- Teresa Gerringer, Councilmember, Lafayette
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