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Cal Shakes prepares its unique

Online captured photo of Sarah William, right, and Eric Ting, left.

By Sophie Braccini

California Shakespeare The-
ater, which has been produc-
ing Shakespeare and classic
plays at the Orinda Bruns
theater for years, is holding a
series of town hall meetings to
inform and keep its stake-
holders engaged during this
uniquely challenging time.
The last town hall is sched-
uled from 5 to 6 p.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 28. During
the first town hall, Eric Ting,
artistic director, and Sarah
Williams, managing director,
took stock of the devastation
the pandemic has brought to
most performance artists, and
discussed avenues to continue

2021 season

to be relevant and vibrant.
There will not be a 2021 regu-
lar Shakespeare season, but
Ting promises that the amaz-
ing outdoor Orinda am-
phitheater will be welcoming
community partners.

Ting defined the pan-
demic as one of these rare
moments in one's life when
there is a defined before and
after. "We are mourning the
loss of a way of life, such is
the magnitude of the destruc-
tion," he said. He added that
he also believes in the re-
silience of the community and
that he knows that Cal Shakes
will re-emerged, probably
changed by a new paradigm.

Cal Shakes started in

March by canceling its 2020
season, furloughing employ-
ees before having to let many
go. It gave up its administra-
tive and rehearsal space in
Berkeley, and relocated the
few remaining staff in the

~ green room at the Bruns.

Ting and Williams said
that the uncertainties of the
time are such that they de-
cided they could not put to-
gether a four-play summer
2021 season. Cal Shakes,
through a partnership with
the East Bay Municipal Utility
District, has the use of the
outdoor Bruns amphitheater.
Ting said that Cal Shakes is
reinventing what it means to
be a nonprofit, and will be a
resource for the community.
He explained that his team is
talking to other theater
groups and community part-
ners that share the same val-
ues, to give them access to the
space, so they can strengthen
their own community.

While there is no tradi-
tional subscription to be pur-
chased for 2021, those who
want to support Cal Shakes
will be given other ways to
invest. More information can
be found at calshakes.org

Moraga Art Gallery Announces a new

art exhibit
Submitted by Lucy Beck

The community is invited to
meet the artists of the Moraga
Art Gallery’s new art exhibit,
“Spaces, Inside and Out” -
which will run through Dec.
24 - during a virtual open
house at 5 p.m. Nov. 7. This
will be a great opportunity to

meet the featured artists,
Debby Koonce and Angélica
Samame, and ask them ques-
tions about their art.

Koonce is a plein air
painter who draws inspiration
from natural settings reflect-
ing the changing light of the
day and season. Whether
painting locally or while on
travel, she is inspired by vis-

tas, architecture, quaint alley-
ways and park lands.

Samame enjoys painting
women in colorful and multi-
faceted ways. She has found
that being quarantined has a
silver lining, since it has of-
fered her the time and oppor-
tunity to experiment with new
painting styles.
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choose your route.
Take your time.

And reserve the right
to change your mind.
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IN-HOME PERSONAL TRAINING for Individuals
with Parkinson’s and those recovering from injury.

One-on-one sessions with Nancy Henderson,
Pilates Instructor & Personal Trainer

Phone: 925/254-0329 Email: sersuave2003@yahoo.com
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THE
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DOWNTOWN

ACTIVE SENIOR LIVING

(925) 943-7427 | 1785 Shuey Avenue, Walnut Creek
theheritagedowntown.com

We know it’s a big deal. Moving from your home of many years to a retirement

living community is a significant commitment, both financially and emotionally.

That's why Viamonte has created The Pathway Initiative. It's a set of options
designed to take the risk out of your decision, allow you to change your plans

with no financial penalty — to move in on your own time and on your own terms.

Take your time. make your plan.

Close on your Viamonte residence now and pay no monthly fees or interest for

up to 6 months or until you move in.

100% satisfaction cuarantee.

We believe you'll love life at Viamonte. If you disagree and decide it’s not the

right place for you within 6 months of moving in, we'll refund your entrance fee.

It's your call. Contact us today to learn more.
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AT WALNUT CREEK
DYNAMIC SENIOR LIVING

OPENING DECEMBER 2020 =&

SEAUBIA

LIVING™

Life Services for Seniors




