MORAGA

See public meetings schedule on this
pages and check online for agendas,

meeting notes and announcements
Town of Moraga:
www.moraga.ca.us

Phone: (925) 888-7022

Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

925-377-0977

“I highly recommend Jim Colhoun. He was always here
for us, always on time, always helpful and patient, always
responsive. He has immense local knowledge & experience
and guides you through the complex process well. This is
somebody who definitely knows what he is talking about. We
were incredibly happy and thankful to have Jim on our side.
100% Recommendation!” Zillow Review, 8/31/20

See My 100 Zillow Reviews At:

www.zillow.com/profile/Jim-Colhoun/#reviews

Call Jim at 925.200.2795

| look forward to helping you with your real estate needs.

www.lamorindaweekly.com

SAFELY ASSISTING LAMORINDA BUYERS & SELLERS DURING COVID-19

Wednesday, October 28, 2020

JIM COLHOUN

REALTOR®
925.200.2795

jim@jimcolhoun.com

DRE# 01029160

22 Zillow

ACEMT

CUbDUM

nE AL

EETATE GROUR
DRE 01882902

Town council reviews MCSP

Rendering of 40-foot setback on Moraga Way.

By Vera Kochan

The Moraga Center Specific
Plan Implementation Project
made its way to the town
council’s Oct. 14 meeting. No
action was taken other than
to provide input and feedback
to the town’s staff and attor-
ney regarding recommenda-
tions from council members
about zoning code and design
guidelines.

Staff’s presentation to the
town council took into con-
sideration any updates or
modifications previously re-
quested by the planning com-

mission. New and revised de-
finitions were made to create
consistency between the
MCSP and existing zoning
code by consolidating defini-
tions in one place.
Additionally, new zoning
districts were created: Resi-
dential R-12 (10-12 dwelling
units per acre); MCSP Mixed
Retail/Residential (12-20
DUA); MCSP Mixed Of-
fice/Residential (12-20 DUA);
MCSP Commercial; and the
Moraga Ranch Overlay Dis-
trict, which proposes to retain
existing buildings as feasible,
and design new development
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consistent with the existing
character.

Shared parking would be
allowed for commercial uses
and provide flexibility in site
planning. If there are two
proposed uses, then the re-
quired parking for each use
type would be divided
accordingly.

The development poten-
tial continues to include re-
tail, office, hotel, assisted liv-
ing/congregate care, active
senior, single-family, work-
force housing and compact
single-family units.

The Moraga Center De-
sign Requirements moves and
edits the R-20 design and ap-
plies them to the MCSP area.
New additions include a 40-
foot setback along scenic cor-
ridors and an 8-foot stepback
on building elements above
the first floor. Parking would
be required onsite or on
streets immediately adjacent
to the development. Measures
are included to protect trees
that are in good condition.

Construction of a Town
Square is encouraged and
would be constructed in the
area bounded by Moraga
Way, Moraga Road and School
Street. The town would have
to analyze ways to finance its

construction.

With regards to streets,
trails and bridges the MCSP
requires construction of
School and Bridge streets; the
Lafayette/Moraga Regional
Trail; and a vehicular and/or
pedestrian bridge over La-
guna Creek. It allows, but
doesn’t require, a pedes-
trian/bicycle trail along either
side of Laguna Creek.

Any creek and channel
setbacks would follow Contra
Costa County regulations and
state or federal regulatory
agency regulations.

The updated draft of the
MCSP Design Guidelines were
integrated into the Town De-
sign Guidelines. Included is
the incorporation of interpre-
tive signs to describe natural
features and history of the
MCSP area.

Also included is direction
to maintain and enhance
Moraga Ranch’s visual and
cultural resources by reflect-
ing its character in new
buildings and organize new
development in clusters, as
well as provide informal and
formal pedestrian connec-
tions. It also provides guid-
ance on how to reduce im-
pacts of outdoor lighting and
requires compliance with
state energy efficiency
regulations.

Street design standards
include allowances for conti-
nuity, topography, parking,
truck access, bus and transit
service, fire/femergency access
and a green infrastructure.

The Town Square en-
courages primarily civic uses
and secondary commercial
activities in a formal urban
space with a spatial definition
by adjacent buildings and
tree-lined streets.

Key revisions based on
staff recommendations were
to reduce the size of the Town
Square from 0.5 acres to 0.25
acres and legal council ad-
vised not to require construc-

tion through zoning ordi-
nance, but to trigger coopera-
tion with the property owner
instead.

The planning commission
had requested construction of
a trail along the creek as a re-
quirement, however, legal
advised against it by instead
having trail requirements de-
termined at the time of a pro-
ject application review.

There were very few
public comments about the
MCSP during the meeting, al-
though the topic of fire safety
and evacuations came up
once again. Also, the property
owners expressed the desire
for clarification of updates,
because they feel that the
new changes that have been
made steer away from the
original Specific Plan and its
verbiage.

The council was con-
cerned about setback footage
and three story buildings de-
tracting from the views along
the scenic corridor. They also
discussed housing and mixed-
use possibilities. Various sce-
narios were discussed while
staff pointed out that it was
important to go through with
the MCSP before the end of
the year when the state might
decide to create even tougher
regulations.

The size of the Town
Square and its location was
another topic with all council
members agreeing that it
would be a good gathering
spot and would attract people
to the town’s center. It was
decided that size and setting
would be determined in the
future according to what
buildings and businesses
would be built in its vicinity.

Any updates are neces-
sary to be consistent with the
General Plan, Housing Ele-
ment and the adopted 2010
MCSP. The item will return to
the town council for its next
meeting on Oct. 28.

Moraga earns No. 8 ranking of 50
Safest College Towns in America

Saint Mary’s College entrance

By Vera Kochan

Moraga ranked No. 8 in the
2020 list of the 50 Safest Col-
lege Towns in America, ac-
cording to Safewise, an inde-
pendent review site. Home to
Saint Mary’s College, Moraga
was the only California col-
lege town to appear in the top
10. California ranked third as

SAINT MARY'S COLLEGE

of California
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the state with the most safe
college towns behind Massa-
chusetts with eight, and Illi-
nois with seven.

Safewise based its rank-
ings purely on which college
towns reported the fewest vi-
olent and property crimes per
1,000 residents by using FBI
crime statistics reported in
2018. Each city’s score was

Town Council Wednesday, Oct. 28, 7 p.m.
Planning Commission: Monday, Nov. 2, 7 p.m.

ki = Park and Recreation Commission:

Tuesday, Nov. 17, 7 p.m.,
Moraga School District Board Meetings :

Spec1al Board Meeting Tuesday, Nov. 10, 6 p.m.
www.moraga.k12.ca.us. See also AUHSD meeting page A2

based 50% on the number of
violent crimes and 50% on
the number of property
crimes.

To qualify, cities needed
to have a population greater
than 15,000 residents and be
home to an accredited college
offering four-year degrees.

“The average violent
crime rate among the safest
college towns remained
steady at 0.9 incidents per
1,000 people in 2019 and
2020," states Safewise. "About
half of the safest college cities
reported less than one violent
crime incident per 1,000 resi-
dents. The average property
crime rate among the safest
college towns dropped seven
percentage points year over
year — 8.6 incidents per 1,000
people in 2020 vs. 15.6 in
2019.” Safewise lists Moraga’s
violent crime rate as 0.7 and a
property crime rate of 5.3.
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