Wednesday, November 25, 2020 www.lamorindaweekly.com 925-377-0977 LAMORINDA WEEKLY

~ Life in LAMORINDA ~

Miramonte student strives to 'create curiosity' through the lens
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Miramonte High School junior Thomas Edwardson

By Diane Claytor

It’s often said that a picture is
worth a thousand words. If
someone wanted to use words
to describe photographs taken
by Miramonte High School ju-
nior Thomas Edwardson,
“breathtaking,” “beautiful,”
“awesome,” and “ unbeliev-
able” would likely be the ones
most frequently uttered.

The 17-year-old, who has
only been a serious nature
and wildlife photographer for
approximately four years, has
an incredible eye and true gift
for capturing the ordinary in a
unique and creative way.

Edwardson credits the
movie “The Secret Life of Wal-
ter Mitty” as the catalyst for
his interest in photography.
“There’s this one scene in the
movie,” he remembers,
“where there’s a photographer
waiting and waiting to get a
shot of a snow leopard. He has
all this amazing gear. But sur-
prisingly, once the animal ap-
peared, he didn’t take the pic-
ture, saying that he just en-
joyed the moment he shared
in the presence of the beauti-
ful animal.” This resonated
with Edwardson, who has long
had a fascination for wildlife,
nature and conservation. This
may have started from the
many nature shows he
watched as a boy, or perhaps
the weekends spent going to
different zoos.

Borrowing his mother’s

camera one day, Edwardson
went for a walk and took his
first nature photo: a picture of
moss. That was the beginning
of his journey. Photos of flow-
ers, leaves, bugs, birds, plants
and animals followed. He put
together his first book of
beautiful photos, “Fragile
Beauty,” filled with pictures of
living things found in nature.

He studied on his own,
learning about the camera,
techniques, lighting and the
surrounding ecosystem. He
took classes and workshops. “I
really want to give credit to
one man in particular,” Ed-
wardson states, “National Ge-
ographic photographer Frans
Lanting,” who served as the
publication’s photographer-in-
residence and whose incredi-
ble nature photos have been
featured in numerous publi-
cations. Lanting, based in
Santa Cruz, holds regular
workshops for small groups of
photographers, most of whom
are professionals. Edwardson,
who calls Lanting his mentor,
says “getting to work with him
has been amazing. He has
been my inspiration.”

Edwardson likes to take
pictures from different, but
revealing, perspectives. “I
want to create curiosity. I like
to get up close to something to
show its true beauty because I
don’t think most people typi-
cally look hard enough for
that,” he explains.
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New ltalian Cookbook filled
with cherished family recipes

GREAT HOLIDAY GIFT!

This cookbook contains an

Italian-American family's recipes
used through the generations. It
introduces you to foods from
Basilicata and Calabria and

others that evolved as the family
adapted to the American way of
life. Photos from those regions
are an added bonus,

Order now online al Amazon!
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Right coverage. Right price.
Right here in town.

Kelly Sopak, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0D03981
1 Northwood Drive Suite 1
Orinda, CA 94563

Bus: 925-253-7700

Here's the deal. The right insurance should
help you feel confident and comfortable. I'm
the right good neighbor for that. Call me today.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
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State Farm
Bloomington, IL
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_Store It Yourself & Save

DURING THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER
FOR EACH STORAGE RENTAL 5A
WILL DONATE 525 TO A LOCAL FOOD BANE.
CALL US FOR MORE DETAILS

: e .~ Y
§ v @rie)[@]

Hours of operation
Mon-Sat 9am -6pm
Office and Yard.

Or call for an
appointment.
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455 Moraga Rd. Ste. F
(925) 643-2026

Www. SAspacc.com






