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City staff to donate $5,000 to food bank in lieu of bonuses

By Pippa Fisher

The city of Lafayette will this year
forgo their annual employee bonuses,
instead donating the money to the
Food Bank of Contra Costa and
Solano.

City Manager Niroop Srivatsa
brought the matter to the council for
approval at the Nov. 23 meeting,
crediting City Clerk Joanne Robbins
for coming up with the idea.

The annual bonuses are discre-
tionary but Srivatsa noted that,
“While this has been a difficult year

and city staff has worked very hard
during these unprecedented circum-
stances,” she would not be recom-
mending a bonus program. The
$5,000 is already budgeted.

“The pandemic has had a signifi-
cant impact on businesses and our
community,” said Srivatsa in the staff

report. “While our General Fund has
not taken as bad of a hit as we had
projected in June, there are no signs
that the local economy will get back to
normal any time soon.”

The council unanimously backed
this decision.

Lafayette discusses significant rezoning to comply with state
requirements

retail and a full service restaurant.
By Pippa Fisher

With Lafayette’s state-required Hous-
ing Element update underway city
leaders weighed in on the conversation
at a special joint city council and plan-
ning commission meeting.

The Nov. 30 meeting was, ex-
plained the city’s housing consultant

Diana Elrod, a ‘big picture’ meeting
with the intention of getting the dis-
cussion started, seeking input as to
which of several potential housing sce-
narios would be appropriate to give to
the environmental consultant for
analysis, as the city moves forward in
the sixth cycle Housing Element update
required by state law.

In this next cycle Lafayette is an-
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Construction of new housing has remained a priority throughout the Bay
Area during the pandemic. Work continues on Mt. Diablo Boulevard at
Dolores Drive on the Lennar Homes construction of 66 condominiums
(including 10 below market rate rentals) in a mixed use project to include

ticipating a Regional Housing Needs
Allocation of about 1,660 housing
units, according to the Housing
Methodology Committee’s recom-
mended methodology for the distribu-
tion of regional housing needs issued
by the State Department of Housing
and Community Development and
adopted by the Association of Bay Area
Governments in October. That number
is four times higher than the 400 units
required during the current fifth cycle
and must again include four income
categories — very-low, low, moderate
and above moderate incomes.

Elrod explained that in order to
accommodate the numbers the city
will have to upzone the permitted den-
sity in several areas and must do so in
time for state certification by January
2023, with rezoning of the BART lot
completed by July 2022. The Housing
Element of the General Plan is the only
element that must be approved, or cer-
tified, by the state. Elrod noted that
while RHNA is not a mandate to build,
recent legislation has pushed jurisdic-
tions to provide more incentive and
remove impediments for developers.

As the city looks for ‘opportunity
sites’ Elrod encouraged commissioners
and council members to consider
proximity to BART, the existing infra-
structure, the limited land area avail-
able, addressing ways to ensure an ap-
propriate mix of housing versus jobs
and to keep in mind limited local con-
trol.

Should the downtown zoning re-
main at 35 units per acre and the BART
lot be set at 100 units per acre with

Deer Hill Road upzoned to 20 units per
acre? Or should downtown zoning be
increased to 50 units per acre, BART at
75 units per acre and Deer Hill up-
zoned to 35 units per acre? What about
retail and mixed use?

Elrod presented several possible
scenarios, each with varying zoning
densities between the downtown, the
BART lot and in most cases land along
Deer Hill Road, in order to accommo-
date potential housing. In all scenarios,
she said, they have tried to build in a
buffer of units to their inventory of
sites in order to ensure ongoing com-
pliance with the Housing Accountabil-
ity Act.

Mayor Mike Anderson raised the
point that the area north of Deer Hill
Road is rated a Very High Fire Hazard
Severity Zone. Elrod said that the city
would not be obliged to use the land
but if they don’t count it now, they will
have to come up with other areas to
upzone.

Vice Mayor Susan Candell and
Council Member Cam Burks both made
clear they want to challenge the num-
bers allocated. Burks noted that in the
past council members had challenged
and found errors in the previous allo-
cation. “There is a record of deficiency
in this process by the state,” said
Burks.

Burks, clearly exasperated that the
state has refused multiple requests to
pause the push for housing during the
pandemic, described the state govern-
ment as an “embarrassment” saying,
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Home is where the heart is.
Wishing you and yours a healthy and joyful 2021.
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Warmest Wishes
for a happy holiday season,
peace & good health.

THANK YOU Responders, Community
Supporters, & Our Lovely Clients of 2020.
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sales/purchases in 2020.

We can navigate this market
and set of circumstances.

We would be happy to discuss any real
estate needs and answer any questions!
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