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Pillar — more than just a
space to work in Lafayette

Photo Pippa Fisher

Amirh Davis, who co-founded Pillar co-working space in
Lafayette with her business partner Christina Iguodala, is
always happy to give tours of the new facility which includes

high quality childcare.
By Pippa Fisher

It was an idea two years in the
making, born out of the de-
mand, identified by two moms
juggling working from home
and caring for an infant, for a
space to work while keeping
their small children safely
nearby. The state-of-the-art, co-
working space in downtown
Lafayette opened its doors in
early March ... and, per state
guidelines, was forced to shut
its doors just two weeks later.

The pandemic is challeng-
ing for many, of course, but es-
pecially for those entrepre-
neurs launching a brand new
endeavor right at the start of
the shelter-in-place.

Pillar is located at 3515 Mt.
Diablo Blvd. opposite Whole
Foods Market. Amirh Davis,
who founded the facility to-
gether with her partner
Christina Iguodala, is clearly
very proud of the beautiful fa-
cility, which she explains re-
opened in accordance with
COVID guidelines over the
summer.

With a philosophy of pro-
viding a space for creativity
and cultivating connection, the
5,000-square-foot building has
been designed to provide indi-
vidual, private offices, meeting
rooms, training rooms, and an
on-site, adjacent childcare fa-
cility, complete with a safe,
outdoor play area as well as a
nap space for children and a
room for nursing mothers.

Both Davis and Iguodala
recognized the demand for a
quality work space outside the
home, combined with the op-
tion of keeping infants and
small children close by. They
realized co-working facilities
offering childcare were very
rare.

In fact the childcare of-
fered by Pillar is much more

than just childcare, with a play-
based, specialist-designed,
emergent curriculum allowing
children to explore and de-
velop as individually appropri-
ate. Qualified Early Childhood
Education teachers use art,
dramatic play, blocks, music
and movement, literacy, math
and science to guide learning.

Davis says that one of their
ideas is to work with Sparkles
& Joy Founder Semira Moslem
(see story in Nov. 11 issue of
Lamorinda Weekly). Given the
current COVID tier and occu-
pancy restrictions, plans are
not yet finalized but, according
to Moslem, “The hope is we’ll
have a pop-up some time in Q1
at Pillar for current and
prospective Sparkles & Joy cus-
tomers featuring a chef’s spe-
cial appetizer along with non-
alcoholic beverages to promote
both Sparkles & Joy along with
Pillar’s amazing workspace and
founders.”

Lafayette Chamber of
Commerce Executive Director
Jay Lifson recognizes the hard
work Davis and Iguodala are
investing in this facility. “Amirh
and Christina are dynamic en-
trepreneurs who have much to
share,” he says.

Currently Pillar has re-
duced seating capacity in all
shared spaces, meeting rooms
and café areas to allow for
proper social distancing, and
have added additional private
offices and workspace options
to provide increased isolation.

Pillar offers flexible mem-
bership plans and welcomes
drop-ins. Currently childcare
options do not included drop-
ins - parents must reserve a
space online in advance - in
order to help keep stable co-
horts of children.

For more information on
Pillar, visit
https://pillarcowork.com/
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I'M SELLING MORAGA!

Moraga resident since 1966.
Successfully selling real estate
for over 33 years.

COMPASS

9253767777
keith.katzman@compass.com
DRE # 00875484

30-Day Snapshot of Lamorinda Sales
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As dlwoys, | am here to help ... | listen and | care

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License
Number 01866771. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed
reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made
as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

Lafayette discusses
significant rezoning

... continued from Page A2

“How profoundly ludicrous
this entire thing is right
now... why we’re even talking
about it tonight and not wait-
ing until we figure out how to
keep people and our commu-
nity safe.”

Candell suggested looking
also at other areas in the city,
specifically the area opposite
Oakwood Athletic Club.

Council members and
commissioners heard public
comments from over a dozen
callers, some only now be-
coming aware of these issues.
While some worried about
the increased traffic on al-
ready congested streets, and
the visual impacts of multi-
story housing in the down-

town and around BART, oth-
ers had concerns over possi-
ble parking woes if BART de-
velopment didn’t include ad-
equate commuter parking.

Several others, however,
urged the city to move for-
ward quickly, especially with
the BART development and
reminded the city of the criti-
cal need for affordable hous-
ing near transit in order to
make Lafayette a more inclu-
sive city.

It was a unanimous vote
to take four possible scenar-
ios forward, as well as the
area opposite Oakwood, for
staff to assess further.

The public will have an-
other opportunity Dec. 15 to
hear more on the subject of
housing at the General Plan
Advisory Committee meeting.

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions with your
community. Send a letter to the editor:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com

Lafayette
Public

S Meetings

City Council

Special Meeting

Wednesday, Dec. 9, 6:30 p.m.
Regular Meeting

Monday, Dec. 14, 7 p.m.
Teleconference via City of Lafayette's

You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Planning Commission
Meeting

Monday, Dec. 21, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love

Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Design Review

Wednesday, Dec. 16, 7 p.m. Zoom
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

A TIMELESS & TRADITIONAI, ~ COMPASS

HAPPY VALLEY TREASURE!

F

1191 Camino Vallecito, Lafayette
5 Bed - 3 Full Bath / 2 Half Bath - £ 3,821 Sq Ft - .69 Acre

This storybook Happy Valley home sits on

a spectacular .69 acre knoll at the end of

a secluded country lane. Features include

a beautifully updated kitchen/family room
combo w/French doors out to pool & gardens.
5 bedrooms which includes second master
suite on 1st floor, 3 full baths & 2 half baths.
The many outstanding features along with
the beautifully landscaped grounds. easy
commute location, and award winning schools

make this a very special property!

t 1191CaminoVallecito.com
Offered at $3,250,000

Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives . .
925.285.8336

brydonivesteam.com
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