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By Sora O’Doherty

For the ninth year in a row, the Orinda Garden Club
assembled holiday wreaths and hung them in nu-
merous locations around Orinda to brighten up the
town. Garden club members Shelley Gilligan and
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Orinda Garden Club members assemble wreaths prior to distribution.

Orinda Garden Club coordinates
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Margene Stahle chaired the project. A dozen volun-
teers worked to decorate and hang the wreaths, ob-
serving all COVID-19 precautions. In the past, Boy
Scout Troop 237 has assisted with the event, but took
a break this year owing to the pandemic.

Cathleen Sodos and Jane Wiser were the first
chairs of the wreath committee, and they hang a cer-
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emonial wreath each year at Lake Cascade. The
wreaths can be found at the Library Plaza, the Com-
munity Center, on the Orinda sign at the intersection
of Camino Pablo and Camino Sobrante, on the his-
toric bridge at the end of Orinda Way. It might be
subtle, but look for the wreath on the historic Orinda
sign in front of the community center.
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Lamorinda attack coyote a repeat offender, still at large

By Nick Marnell

Officials from the California Department of Fish and
Wildlife confirmed that the coyote responsible for two
attacks in Moraga and one in Lafayette is the exact
same coyote.

Forensic scientists from Fish and Wildlife, through
a DNA analysis, found that the DNA profile of the coy-
ote in all three incidents was a match, according to
Capt. Patrick Foy of the department’s law enforcement
division.

A coyote attacked and bit a young boy July 9 at the
Moraga Commons, and the child’s nanny hit the ani-
mal with a bike helmet to drive it away. The boy has
fully recovered.

On Dec. 4, wildlife officers responded to a call of a
man bitten in the leg by a coyote early in the morning
at the Campolindo High School athletic field, less than
two miles from the Commons. The man attacked,
Moraga resident Kenji Sytz, said he was working out
with his friends along the running track when he felt a
sharp pain in his left calf.

“It ended up being a significant wound,” said Sytz,
who was treated at Kaiser Walnut Creek and released
that day. “What was even tougher was the series of ra-
bies shots I had to get.” Sytz’s treatment concluded in
mid-December.

Officers collected the pants Sytz wore as evidence
and rushed them to the Wildlife Forensics Laboratory
in Sacramento. Foy said that scientists isolated a full
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coyote DNA profile from the spot where the animal’s
teeth went through the pants and ultimately into Sytz’s
skin.

Fish and Wildlife officials said that the DNA profile
of the coyote that bit a store employee behind Diablo
Foods in Lafayette the evening of Dec. 15 matched the
profile of the coyote responsible for the two Moraga
attacks. The fugitive coyote remains on the loose, with
Fish and Wildlife, allied agencies and community part-
ners continuing to search the area for the animal.

““People tend to oversimplify the capture process,”
Foy said. “The most difficult animal to catch is a coy-
ote, which has adapted very well to living alongside
humans. We can't just discharge a firearm in a public
area.” When officials eventually find the animal, Foy
said it will be put down.

The attack investigations brought to light other ag-
gressive coyote reports in the Lamorinda area where
the animals approached people and their pets, includ-
ing a sighting near the Moraga Starbucks in the Rheem
Shopping Center.

Foy suggested that residents refer to keep-
mewild.org to learn ways to better coexist with coyotes
and other wildlife. “Tips offered there are the most
important ways individuals can help make progress in
our statewide effort to live alongside wildlife,” he said.

“Getting bit by a coyote was a crazy experience,
and I'm glad it was me and not another child who got
attacked,” Sytz said. He advocates the use of good
judgment and caution around all wildlife, but he asks
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that the community not rush to judgment based on the
actions of “one sick animal."

“I hope that people in our community do not start
to fear coyotes,” Sytz said.

Mlustration Jaya Griggs

Hoe, hoe, hoe
through the
holidays as we
stay safe at
home
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Photo captured from city council meeting

The city council held its annual reorganization at its Dec. 14 meeting, electing Mayor Susan
Candell, and Vice Mayor Teresa Gerringer.

By Pippa Fisher

In an evening with consider-
ably less drama and rather
more civility and respect than
has been seen on a national
level, the Lafayette city council
changed its guard at its Dec. 14
meeting.

With the resignations of
Council Member Steven Bliss,
and of longtime Council Mem-
ber and many-time Mayor
Mike Anderson, the members
recognized the reelection of
Council Member Cam Burks
for his second term, and the
newly elected Council Mem-
bers Carl Anduri and Gina
Dawson.

City Clerk Joanne Robbins
swore in the three council
members earlier in the day in-
dividually in person, due to the
constraints of the pandemic,
which also limited the tradi-
tional cake and celebration of

the event that would have
taken place any other year.

Completing the lineup, the
gavel passed with unanimous
approval to now-Mayor Susan
Candell, and the responsibili-
ties of vice mayor to Teresa
Gerringer.

Although Anduri is new to
some, he is familiar to many
who may remember him serv-
ing on council from 2002 to
2012, with stints as mayor in
2005 and 2010, and for his time
prior to that on the planning
commission where he served
from 1997 to 2002.

For Dawson this is her first
time on council, although she
too is familiar to many in the
community for her work on
the Gas Safety Task Force and
for her part in the formation of
the grassroots nonprofit Save
Lafayette Trees.

Viewpoint 6 - Five years post construction - approved project (2012 EIR)

Renderings show the view from Mt. Diablo Boulevard.

By Pippa Fisher

The controversial Terraces

development was the subject
of a recent public meeting as
the developer presented pro-

posed changes to the already-
approved project before the
design review commission;
changes intended to reduce
the off-site visual impact of
the apartments.

The Dec. 16 meeting was
the first of up to three meet-
ings, with the developer
O’Brien Homes submitting a
voluntary design review,
stipulated as a condition of

approval. The 315-unit apart-
ment complex was approved
by the city council in August.
However it is currently tied
up back in the courts, as local
grassroots organization Save

Changes in design reduce visual impact of Terraces development

Viewpoint 6 - Five years post construction with proposed modifications Photos provided

Lafayette once again pursues
legal channels to prevent the
building.
But that was not the focus
of the design review meeting.
... continued on Page A10
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Council member says city
sits on too much money

By Nick Marnell

Lafayette’s longest-seated
council member thinks that
city financial officials may be
doing too good a job of saving
money.

Despite the shelter-in-
place order that hit the region
this spring, causing Lafayette
sales tax revenue to drop 11%
March through June, the city
finished its 2020 fiscal year
with a $13.1 million general
fund reserve balance, equal-
ing 90% of total expenditures,
far higher than the 60% goal.
And after accounting for re-
hiring to fill frozen positions
and tackling deferred pro-
jects, the 2021 reserve balance
is projected to exceed the
city’s goal by nearly $2.2
million.

“That’s a lot of money,”
said Council Member Cam
Burks at the Dec. 14 city
council meeting. He ques-
tioned why the city is sitting
on so much of the public’s
money and not using it to
fund needed projects.

For the 2020 fiscal year,
the city finished in a strong
position because it had built a
healthy reserve over the
years, and once officials rec-
ognized the impact of the
pandemic, Lafayette immedi-
ately slashed $950,000 in ex-
penses.

“The cuts were impactful
to the community but not so
bad that we can’t come back
from them,” said Tracy

Robinson, administrative ser-
vices director.

As the economy recovers
in future years, and even as
the city enters into a deficit
spending mode due in part to
continued sluggish sales tax
revenue, the reserve balance
is projected to remain at or
above the 60% goal.

Lafayette has incremen-
tally raised its reserve bal-
ance goal from 30% to the
current level. After the tragic
2017 North Bay wildfires,
which destroyed portions of
Santa Rosa and wiped out its
entire reserve balance, there
was even talk at a Lafayette
finance committee meeting of
setting a target goal of 100%
for the city’s reserve balance.

“I don’t believe in that
approach,” Burks said. “There
are too many wants and
needs that have been identi-
fied by the community.”

Burks talked about ideas
for using the excess reserve
balance funds, like paving city
roads, or even investing the
money. He urged the council
to conduct a public survey on
how to spend the overage. He
also threw out the idea of
having a fixed dollar amount
as the reserve balance goal.

“It’s something we can
look at as we prepare our
budgets,” Robinson said.

No action was taken on
changing the reserve balance
policy, but the topic will likely
be discussed at a city finance
committee meeting.

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Mayor Mike Anderson
bows out

Photo Pippa Fisher

Mike Anderson retires after more than 20 years of service to
the city, seen here with Supervisor Candace Andersen in an

archived photo.

By Pippa Fisher

Lafayette’s most senior coun-
cil member stepped down
from city leadership at the
council’s Dec. 14 meeting,
amid widespread respect,
hanging up his gavel for good.

Mayor Mike Anderson is
leaving the council after 16
years, including five terms as
mayor. Prior to that he served
on the planning commission
for four years.

On a night when Ander-
son along with the most re-

cent member of council,
Council Member Steven Bliss
(who served two years, fin-
ishing Council Member Mark
Mitchell’s term following
Mitchell’s untimely passing in
November 2018), both said
their goodbyes, there was
much appreciation all around
for the two of them from both
the public and from Contra
Costa County District 2 Super-
visor Candace Andersen, and
California State Sen. Steve
Glazer.

... continued on Page A9
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We are very grateful for the amazing
Lamorinda community that makes us
feel safe, connected and inspired.

Have a wonderful Holiday Season
and joyful 2021!
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Lafayette | Moraga | Orinda

Cal BRE 1221247

e Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources
deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition,sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square
footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions with your
community. Send a letter to the editor:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com

Lafayette
Public
Meetings

LAFAVETTE
City Council
Regular Meeting
Monday, Jan. 11, 7 p.m.

Teleconference via City of Lafayette's

You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Planning Commission
Meeting

Monday, Jan. 4, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love

Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Design Review

Wednesday, Jan. 13, 7 p.m. Zoom
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Price Gallegos
GROUP

LET THE SPIRIT OF THE
SEASON MOVE YOU!

2018 Magnolia Way

3176 Rohrer Drive 3253 Brookwood Drive 3164 Cordova Way
Walnut Creek Lafayette ¥ Lafayette Lafayette
4BD | 3BA | 2,164+ SF | 018+ AC  3BD | 2BA | 2,104% SF | 0.23+ AC ~ 4BD | 3BA | 2,043% SF| 0.27+ AC  3BD | 2BA | 1,840% SF | 0.25+ AC
$1,377,000 $1,500,000 $1,700,000 $1,425,000

Represented the buyer

Represented the buyer

. d

411 Kingsford Drive

3629 Happy Valley Lane 49 Mariposa Way

Moraga Lafayette Lafayette Walnut Creek
4BD | 3BA | 2,646% SF | 0.39+ AC  5BD | 4/2BA | 4906+ SF | 0.54+ AC 3BD | 2BA | 1,645% SF | 0.25+ AC 4BD | 2BA | 2,055+ SF | 0.3+ AC
$1905,000 $4,000,000 $1,640,500 $1,405,000

Represented the buyer

Represented the buyer

-

1875 Del Monte Court 1188 Pleasant Hill Circle 15 Green Bay Court 3371 Sweet Drive

Walnut Creek Lafayette Walnut Creek Lafayette
3BD | 2BA | 1,096+ SF | 017+ AC 4BD | 3BA | 2,100 SF | 0.29+ AC 4BD | 2BA | 1,778+ SF | 0.31+ AC 4BD | 3BA | 2,232+ SF | 0.55+ AC
$1,035,000 $1900,000 $1,500,000 $1,350,000

Represented the buyer Represented the buyer Represented the buyer

T —

1171 Pleasant Hill Circle

1136 Glen Road 4142 Canyon Road |S YOUT'
Lafayette Lafayette Lafayette a
3BD | 3BA | 2,092+ SF | 0.34+ AC  4BD | 3/2BA | 3,489+ SF | 053 AC 3+ AC lot home next?
$1,805,000 $3,400,000 Offered at $1950,000

Amy S. Price-Boaman | Christine Gallegos

925.997.6808 | 925.878.2883 .

DRE#01433269 | DRE#01896511

pricegallegos@compass.com et
pricegallegos.com

Ranked in Top 1% of Realtors

in Contra Costa County C @ M PA S S

Compass is alicensed real estate broker (01991628) in the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable
but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price. condition, sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by

retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.

CONTACT US AT 925.878.2883 TO LEARN HOW WE CAN

HELP YOU WITH YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS
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Season’s Greetings Lamorinda!

Wishing one and all a safe and happy holiday season!
It's hard to believe the year is coming to a close, and yet
in many ways it feels as though the New Year can't come
soon enough! If a change of address is a goal for 2021,
now is the time to set your plan in motion—and | have
the skills and experience sellers and buyers need
in today’s ever-changing market. Call me today.

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Moraga seats a reorganized town council, names McCluer mayor

By Vera Kochan and served as mayor in
2015; was reelected in

Mayor Kymberleigh Kor- 2016, and once again

pus and Council Member ~ Sérved as mayor in 2019.

Roger Wykle have handed New mayor, Mike Mc-

over their reigns to a new
set of town council mem-
bers, three of whom were
elected on Nov. 3.

Korpus was elected in
2016 and went on to serve
as mayor during 2020.
Wykle was elected in 2012

elected during the Dec. 9
town council meeting,
with Steve Woehleke
nominated and elected as
vice mayor. In addition,
the three new council
members, Renata Sos,

Cluer, was nominated and

Teresa Onoda, took the
Oath of Office.

As mayor, McCluer
stated, “Thank you to all
my colleagues for choos-
ing me as mayor of Mor-
aga. I am truly humbled,
and I will not disappoint
you. I look forward to

working together with my

fellow town council col-
leagues as a high per-
forming effective team,

Mike McCluer

Lamo archive

David Stromberg and

serve our residents.” He
added, “Further, I think
it’s very important, in any
team, for all voices and
ideas to be heard and we
spend as much time lis-
tening to each other as we
do talking about our
views, and of course,
working together in a civil
and collaborative
manner.”

which is important to best

Lamorinda community expresses outrage over recent incident

at Campo
By Vera Kochan

participants wanting to ad-
dress the Dec. 4 act of vandal-
ism reportedly committed at
Campolindo High School.
Moraga police are cur-
rently investigating the inci-
dent whereby Campo’s new
Associate Principal Vanessa
Knight’s tire was allegedly

During the Dec. 9 Moraga
Town Council meeting, the
Public Comment portion of the
evening drew an overwhelm-
ing number of viewers and

Town Council Wednesday, Jan. 13, 7 p.m.

Planning Commission: TBA

Park and Recreation Commission:

Tuesday, Jan 19, 7 p.m.,

Moraga School District Board Meetings :
Special Board Meeting Tuesday, Jan. 12, 6 p.m.
www.moraga.k12.ca.us. See also AUHSD meeting page A2
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COMPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!
Certified Arborists < License #655977
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com

Fully Insured <«

vandalized while her car was
parked in a school parking lot
between 7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
that day. Principal John
Walker explained that Knight
is Black and police are investi-
gating “whether this is a
racially-motivated crime,”
given the fact that it was
Knight’s first week on the job
and no other vehicles suffered
any damage.

Prior to any public com-
ments, Police Chief Jon King
stated, “I do want to thank the
Campolindo High School staff
for their assistance and coop-
eration on our investigation.
They provided us with video
surveillance recording which
we have been reviewing as
part of our investigation.”

Approximately 25 Lamor-
inda residents, many of whom
are members of Campo’s Par-
ents Club on Diversity and In-
clusion, along with students
and faculty, expressed their
concerns about the alleged
incident.

Several former students
spoke of their experiences be-
ing bullied at Campo, and felt
that the administration
needed to take more action in
that direction. According to a
Dec. 8 San Francisco Chronicle
article, Walker said that in the
new school year Campo
“launched a series of school
initiatives to foster a deep
sense of belonging for all stu-
dents, staff, and
parents/guardians.”

Initially planning on only
being a silent observer, Knight
chose to let her voice be
heard, both in appreciation
for all of the community sup-
port she received and as an
example to her students that
she is “there for you.”

“This has been one of the
most challenging times of my
life. The past few days have
been emotionally and men-
tally stressful,” said Knight. “I
don’t allow hate to live in any
space that I find myself in.

“I would like to challenge

everyone to respond to hate
and racism by spreading more
compassion and kindness,”
Knight added. “I challenge you
to offer support to those who
find themselves victims of
hate, bullying or violence and
racism. Surround them with
acknowledgement. Surround
them with love. Trust their
truths. Believe them.”

The town council was
urged by several residents to
consider placing an agenda
item in an upcoming meeting
to address the concerns
expressed.

According to King, as of
Dec. 17 MPD is still investigat-
ing the incident, and he ac-
knowledged that police were
not able to secure the tire in
question for evidence review.

Anyone with information
about the incident is urged to
call MPD at (925) 888-7055 or
the Campolindo High School
administration at (925) 280-
3950 ext. 5102.

Ann Newton Cane
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415.999.0253 Gate
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When | say “good,”

you say “neighbor.”

Mike Rosa
Agent
925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: OF45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga
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Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

o StateFarmr

State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Outgoing Moraga mayor gives 2020 Year in Review

By Vera Kochan

Outgoing Mayor Kimberleigh
Korpus gave the town council’s
traditional Year-in-Review
presentation during her last
meeting Dec. 9. During a glob-
ally tumultuous 2020, Moraga
managed to accomplish most
of its goals set forth less than
one year ago.

The driving theme for
2020 was “Building for the Fu-
ture” with special attention fo-
cusing on public safety; strate-
gic use of scarce funds; priori-
tizing for long-term financial
stability and operational effi-
ciency; and enhancing trans-
parency, to name a few.

The need for maintaining
and improving public safety
was put to the test during
COVID-19. The town never
missed a beat when it came to
its personnel remaining on the
job, albeit remotely at first,
noted Korpus. The recreation
programs needed adjusting
and childcare programs were
made available to essential
workers. CARES Act funding
was put to good use while
helping the town to realize a
$122,000 surplus at the end of
Fiscal Year 2019-20, she said,
while Moraga’s police depart-
ment conducted a full review
of procedures, replaced body-
worn cameras and updated
the Emergency Evacuation
Plan with the Moraga-Orinda

Fire District. MOFD in turn,
mandated fire hazard inspec-
tions and new abatement re-
quirements. Municipal Codes
were changed or clarified re-
garding storm drain and land-
scaping maintenance, and
short-term rentals.

In order to maintain and
improve fiscal discipline, and
noting that there is $1 million
in needs that go unfunded an-
nually, Korpus said the town
directed $300,000 toward the
enhanced Storm Drain Opera-
tions and Maintenance pro-
gram and $376,000 to the Cap-
ital Asset Replacement pro-
gram while continuing to focus
on operational efficiencies,
and noted that Moraga has
solved litigation disputes with
positive outcomes and took
proactive steps to better man-
age legal expenses.

The town has imple-
mented a new website that of-
fers technological improve-
ments with user-friendly fea-
tures for staff and residents,
Korpus said, and Moraga con-
tinues to evaluate and imple-
ment viable strategies with its
Climate Action Plan by in-
stalling Electric Vehicle charg-
ing stations, performing LED
lighting upgrades on town
owned fixtures, re-applying
for Tree City USA status and
joining the Sustainable Moraga
Challenge.

Korpus mentioned how

the implementation and de-
velopment of the Storm Drain
O & M program and Street Re-
pair programs revolves
around preventative and
proactive maintenance with
the understanding that these
measures are effectively cost-
cutting in the long run.

The Hacienda de las Flores
has experienced much needed
upgrades with the renovation
of the Casita, ADA restroom,
and the replacement of a 1973
breaker panel, boiler, flat roof
and sewer system, she said,
and the Laguna Creek Restora-
tion project is underway with
completion expected in 2022.

Moraga Commons Park
will experience a group picnic
area redesign, having already
seen the bandshell roof re-
placed and new safety signage
installed at the Skate Park, Ko-
rpus said, and the library has
benefited from a new paint
job.

Phase 1 of the new Canyon
Road Bridge has recently been
completed, with Phase 2 ex-
pected to begin April 2021.
Thanks to the town staff’s dili-
gent pursuit of federal funding
Moraga’s share of the costs
will eventually amount to only
$622,000 of the $5.77 million
project.

Without a doubt, the
town’s behemoth project of
2020 was to draft and adopt
the Moraga Center Specific

Plan zoning codes and design
guidelines, said Korpus. The
MCSP Implementation Plan
involved a 35 member Citizens
Advisory Committee, Planning
Commission recommenda-
tions, public comments during
various meetings, a dedicated
town staff, not to mention
those citizens initially involved
in its conception 10 years ago,
before the MCSP finally ap-
peared before the town
council.

Korpus concluded her
presentation by acknowledg-
ing, by name, all of the town's
staff and adding, “I want to
give many, many thanks. We
have a lot of people that part-
ner with us as a council to help
things be the way they are and

to make this town work and
operate. In addition, I really
want to express my thanks to
the town committee members
and commissioners for all
their excellent contributions to
everything that's happened
this year, as well as Moraga
residents and all of our com-
munity volunteers and part-
ners that help make Moraga be
the wonderful place that it is.”

While much of the world
has walked on eggshells for
nearly a year due to COVID-19
mandates and fallouts, Korpus
noted how Moraga has stayed
the course toward fulfilling its
2020 goals and forged ahead
while “Building for the
Future.”

BURKIN ELECTRIC
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There are no wrong
roads to viamonte.

925.231.0627 -

choose your route.
Take your time.

ANnd reserve the right
to change your mind.

INITIATIVE

We know it’s a big deal. Moving from your home of many years to a retirement

living community is a significant commitment, both financially and emotionally.

That's why Viamonte has created The Pathway Initiative. It's a set of options
designed to take the risk out of your decision, allow you to change your plans

with no financial penalty — to move in on your own time and on your own terms.

“Let Us Light Up Your Life”

... Residential * Commercial * Industrial

rofessional Installation of:
* Geiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting ° Kitchen or Bath Remodel
* Exterior/Security/Landscape Lighting  Electrical Service Upgrade

Serving Contra Costa since 1991
More than40 years experience

All Work Done by Owner
Bonded & Insured
Lic.#C10-631523 p%
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Sole Proprietor

Take your time. make your plan.
Close on your Viamonte residence now and pay no monthly fees or interest for

up to 6 months or until you move in.

100% satisfaction cuarantee.

We believe you'll love life at Viamonte. If you disagree and decide it's not the

right place for you within 6 months of moving in, we'll refund your entrance fee.

It's your call. Contact us today to learn more.

Viamonte

AT WALNUT CREEK

DYNAMIC SENIOR LIVING

VIAMONTELIVING.ORG -

NOW OPEN

SeaalA

Life Services for Seniors
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See public meetings schedule on
this pages and check online for
agendas, meeting notes and
announcements

City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org

Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org

The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Orinda Public Meetings

City Council

Special Meetings
Monday, Jan. 4, 4 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan 6, 4 p.m.
Saturday, Jan 16, 9 a.m.
By Teleconference Only

Tuesday, Jan. 11, 7 p.m.
Regular Meeting
By Teleconference Only

Planning Commission
Tuesday, Jan. 12, 7 p.m.
By Teleconference Only

* HARDWOODS
¢ CARPETS

* RUGS

* | INOLEUM

* TILE

* | AMINATE

FAMILY -OWNED
30 YEARS !

3344 Mt Diablo Bivd

in Lafayette
925-284-4440

lamarindafloors.com
2 | |=-..__| |"1. A

[_ AMOI

925-377-0977

We wish all of our friends

and neighbors

a safe and healthy

Holiday Season.
Here's to better days in 2021!

- Billy and Sherrie Perlstein

COMPASS

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the
State of California and abides by Equal Housing
Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771.

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Billy Perlstein
DRE 01338143
925.383.1477
BillyPerlstein.com

Wednesday, December 23, 2020

Sherrie Perlstein
DRE 00925213
925.766.3030

OrindaHome.com

Worth becomes mayor of Orinda for historic fifth
term; Fay is vice mayor

Amy Worth

By Sora O'Doherty

As Amy Worth was sworn in
for her fifth term as mayor of
Orinda, and Dennis Fay his
first term as vice mayor, out-
going mayor Darlene Gee re-
ceived acclaim from both the
council and the public for her
year of service, which was
dominated by the COVID-19
pandemic. Gee and Council
Member Inga Miller in No-

Lamo archive

m vember won reelection to the

council for another four
years.

Worth began by present-
ing outgoing mayor Gee with
a plaque featuring a gavel,
saying, “Darlene, you have
done a phenomenal job.” No

i one, she said, could have an-

ticipated what 2020 would be
like, and Worth said that un-
der Gee’s hand, the council
was able to continue its work
smoothly. Zoom worked
beautifully, she said, and the
council was able to engage
the public and continue to do
the public’s work. The coun-
cil also gave Gee flowers and
a proclamation, which was
read out during the meeting.

New vice mayor Fay said
that he first got to know Gee
professionally when they
were both members of the
Citizens’ Infrastructure
Oversight Commission. “I see
why people who have
worked with her and for her
like her so much and are so
supportive of her,” Fay said,
adding to Gee, “Everybody
who has known you likes
you.”

Nick Kosla recounted

how after his election to the
council, things were going
beautifully, until the AirBnB
shooting at Halloween, fol-
lowed by Public Safety Power
Shutoffs. “I thought that was
the worst thing that could
happen,” he said. That was
before 2020 began.

Melanie Light, chair of
the FireWise Council, said, “I
think grace under pressure is
what you would apply to
mayor Gee. She made us feel
like we were the only crisis
going on.” Light also praised
Gee’s sense of humor as
“very sly, very dry, and fan-
tastic.” Former mayor of
Lafayette, Don Tatzin, who
appeared on behalf of Sen.
Steve Glazer, commented,
“We always knew that Orinda
was being well run, but we
can’t say that about all the
cities in the Senator’s dis-
trict.”

In response, Gee thanked
everyone, saying that “2020
wasn’t exactly what I was ex-
pecting, but I'm very proud
of what we accomplished this
year.” Among the accom-
plishments, she counted
making progress on down-

town planning, having a dia-
log with the police, and
maintaining city services.
“Everybody had to adapt and
to pivot, and you kept it all
going. ” She told city man-
ager Steve Salomon that she
couldn’t have done it without
his knowledge and support.
She thanked her family, and
the community for pulling
together in a tough time. “It
was really inspiring, she con-
cluded, “and now Orinda is
moving forward with its most
experienced mayor at the
helm.”

Salomon returned the
compliments, saying it was a
pleasure to work with Gee,
who, he said, was “always
available and has always
given him very good,
thoughtful feedback.” He
praised her for the sugges-
tions she made after the Hal-
loween shooting on how to
move forward with the short-
term rental ordinance, and
attributed the lack of prob-
lems with it in no small mea-
sure to her contributions.
“Orinda is extremely fortu-
nate to have her on the coun-
cil,” Salomon concluded.

Orinda jump-starts Measure R work

By Sora O'Doherty

The city of Orinda didn’t miss
a beat getting started on the
work voters authorized when
they approved Measure R, a
supplemental sales tax. Just
days after the certification of
the election, the city council
met on Dec. 17 to establish
the new oversight commis-
sion required by the mea-

LeapFrog Plumbing

To all our Lamorinda customers:

Ho Ho Ho! You’re the best!
We thank you for the privilege of
hoppin’ to it for you this year!We
wish you true peace, love and joy.
May you have a safe and Plumb

Hoppy Holiday.

Head Frog Mo Williams

The one-call plumber
Gas, Water & Sewer

* Emergency service

* Repairs & installation

* Video sewer inspection

* Copper re-piping

* Preventive checkups

* Water heater specialist
Tank, Tankless Hybrid

1 (925 377

CA Lic
929641

Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year!

LeapFrog Loot

$150 off
tankless/hybrid
water heater installation*

LeapFrog Loot

$100 off

Any tank-type
water heater installation*

LeapFrog Loot
$25 off

Any new faucet or
fixture installation*

*1 coupon per service Exp 1/15/21

We Hop o It!

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993

g S ——, ,
LeapFrog is a vendor
for PG&E gas service.

6600 :=
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www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

sure, and to approve some
ideas for how to spend the
initial revenue the tax will
bring in before the end of fis-
cal year 2020-21. The follow-
ing day, the city clerk put out
a call for applicants for the
oversight commission, as well
as for the city’s other com-
mittees and commissions.

The deadline for applying
for the committees and com-
missions, including the new
Supplemental Sales Tax
Oversight Commission, is
close of business on Jan. 22;
interviews will be held on
Jan. 30 and in February there
will be term expirations, as
well as the new positions of
the SSTOC. According to the
call for applications, the
SSTOC was recently formed to
oversee funding from Mea-
sure R and make spending
recommendations to the city
council. The new commission
will also review priority
needs of the city addressing
the threat of wildfire; disaster
response planning; repair of
critical drainage facilities;
and the long-term mainte-
nance of public roads. There
will be from seven to 10
members of the SSTOC, which
will replace the long-standing
Citizens Infrastructure Over-
sight Commission.

Before the Commission
can get up and running, how-
ever, staff brought to the city
council some ideas of how to
spend the first revenue
brought in by the new tax.
Although the tax will begin
being collected next April, the
city will not actually see the
revenue until late May or
early June. Finance Director
Paul Rankin anticipates that
the revenue expected for the
latter half of fiscal year 2020-
21 will be approximately
$600,000. Staff presented the
city council with a plan to
spend between $400,000 to
$600,000. The plan includes
funding an Orinda-only chip-

per crew at a cost of $40,000
to $60,000, and purchasing a
maintenance truck and a
towable chipper machine for
another $120,000 to $150,000,
plus general equipment
maintenance tools, fuel, dis-
posal fees and miscellaneous
equipment at a cost of
$10,000 to $40,000 and an-
other $80,000 to $120,000 for
tree trimming and removal
on city-maintained proper-
ties.

This chipper portion of
the plan was enthusiastically
welcomed both by the council
and the public, many of
whom suggested that the
council move forward with
two chipper crews and
equipment for Orinda. How-
ever, it was the sense of the
council that the city should
try walking before running,
and get an understanding of
how the program will work.

Two proposals consid-
ered lower priority or re-
quiring more research in-
volved bulk purchasing home
vent-hardening material for
discounted purchase by veri-
fied Orinda residents and in-
stalling fencing at Orinda
Oaks Park to allow for animal
grazing to continuously miti-
gate wildfire fuel. Council
members appreciated that
Lamorinda CERT is already
working on a vent-hardening
project, and felt that more in-
formation was needed on the
costs of various alternatives
for dealing with the wildfire
danger at the city-owned
Orinda Oaks Park and adja-
cent Mulholland Ridge Open
Space. The council members
understood that the area is of
high priority to MOFD Chief
Dave Winnacker, and that the
city risks being cited for be-
ing in violation of the Fire
Code if nothing is done, but
there were questions about
whether grazing was the best
way forward, and if so, what
types of animals and what

type of fencing would be best.

The council also agreed
that both the name and the
bylaws of the new commis-
sion could be amended in the
future.

Resident Latika Malkani
recommended that the coun-
cil consider some additional
diversity criteria, including
demographic diversity, and
urged the council to consider
adding newer residents to the
commission, as well as people
who can facilitate communi-
cations with the community.
Lastly, she urged the council
to consider appointing some
community member or
members who may have op-
posed Measure R and who
may be concerned about how
the tax money is spent.
Malkani clarified that she
herself voted for the new tax.

Resident Charles Porges
was concerned about the
broad proposed scope of the
commission, and worried
that it wouldn’t be possible to
find enough local expertise to
fill all those roles, such as
dealing with all possible
emergencies, fire, earth-
quakes, floods, evacuations,
as well as roads and drains.
He inquired if the commis-
sion would have a budget
that would allow for hiring
consultants, or if it would
need to come to the city
council for permission for
each consultant.

Jud Hammon, chair of the
CIOC, expressed his appreci-
ation to the council and staff
for diving in so quickly, not-
ing that it shows a real un-
derstanding of how impor-
tant the problem really is.

The Statement of Interest
form for Orinda committees
and commissions is available
at
https://tinyurl.com/orindaform
or by contacting Sheri Smith,
City Clerk at ssmith@city-
oforinda.org or calling (925)
253-4221.

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions with your community.
Send a letter to the editor: letters@lamorindaweekly.com
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Wishing all of my clients, friends and neighbors
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and prosperous new year!

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get

rid of rats, mice and other rodents.
GUARANTEED

FREE In-Home Inspection, %
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©2020 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing
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New historic landmark plaque for Orinda lamppost
By Sora O'Doherty

[ - o g—

An historic cast-iron lamp- gz oo g -_..._,‘3-,..,.__,,-!'? -

post originally installed in Ndl | May ucad

the Orinda Triangle in the

1920s was virtually honored

with a plaque at the Dec. 1

city council meeting. The

historic landmark plaque

was dedicated by Bobbie

Landers, chair of the Orinda

Landmark Committee. Also

present at the Zoom meeting

was the new owner of 94

Tarry Lane, Chiyo Shidara. Photos Sora O'Doherty
The lamppost was origi- One of two plaques installed at 94 Tarry Ln. honoring the

nally associated with the Ha- historic Cleary lamppost, moved from the Triangle in

cienda Homes real estate of- downtown Orinda.

fice. When the office was

demolished around 1970, the  «pjq lamppost is so special which she called “another
lamppost was rescueq byJoe 5 me.” She said that she is icon of Orinda” that Bobbie
C}eary, who installed it on very happy to be in Orinda Landers was instrumental in
his property at 94 Tarry and part of this program. saving, the first being the
Lane. The lanfirnark P.laq‘%e Mayor Darlene Gee pre- Orinda sign outside the

was installed in coordination  qonteq Shidara with a cer- Community Center. Worth
with Shidara, the new owner fjca¢e of recognition. Vice also praised Landers as the
of the property aI}‘d ahew Mayor Amy Worth thanked first woman mayor of
Orinda resident. “Ifeellikel  ay) yh g were involved in Orinda.

am already part of Orinda,” .
she told the city council. preserving the lamppost,

Historic cast iron lamppost was
moved to 94 Tarry Ln. in Orinda.

MORAGA | $1,780,000
This updated 4 bedroom plus an office and 2.5 baths Spanish-style rancher with pool offers the ideal spot to relax and entertain.

Michelle Holcenberg 925.324.0405
michelle@holcenberg.com | CalRE #01373412

The real estate brand thatsshines like no other.

In 2019, properties sold by GoldwellBanker"-affiliated agents sold
for 13.7% higher than the:industry.average'price’. Let us put that
power to warkifer yousContact'us today. =

*National Asseciation’of REALTORS® 2019'Avérage Sales Price: $308,400.

ColdwellBankerHomes.com GUIDING YOU HOME SINCE 1906

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. Real
estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Realty are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2020 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned
offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. [E&
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Firefighters at top of list to receive COVID-19 vaccine

By Nick Marnell

Firefighters will be among the
first to receive the COVID-19
vaccine, according to county
health officials.

The first batch of the vac-
cine arrived in Contra Costa
County Dec. 15. Healthcare
workers were the first to be
vaccinated, and according to
Contra Costa Health Services,
firefighter-paramedics and
other emergency medical
service providers are priori-
tized in Phase 1A of the fed-
eral and state vaccination al-
location guidelines, so the
vaccine should be available to
them soon. However, no spe-
cific distribution plan has

been announced.

Once the details are con-
firmed, Lamorinda fire agen-
cies plan to follow county
guidelines regarding vaccine
distribution to their employ-
ees, with the firefighters
union saying it will be up to
the rank and file whether
they choose to be vaccinated.

“We haven’t taken a posi-
tion on the vaccine other than
the fact that the first rounds
that are available should be
available for first responders,
including firefighters, once
the vaccine is released. And
that is only for those who
chose to take it,” said Vince
Wells, president of Local 1230
of the International Associa-

tion of Firefighters.

Speaking for the Moraga-
Orinda Fire District, Emer-
gency Preparedness Coordi-
nator Dennis Rein said that
the district will follow in line
with the county priorities re-
garding vaccination proce-
dures and distribution.

The Contra Costa County
Fire Protection District re-
mains upbeat regarding the
effectiveness of the vaccine.
“While there is no COVID-19
vaccination mandate we are
aware of for anyone, the ben-
efits are obvious and the
published side effects lim-
ited,” said district spokesman
Steve Hill. “We are sharing
this information with our

employees and encouraging
them to carefully consider it
when making personal deci-
sions about the vaccines.”

At least one Lamorinda
firefighter will need no en-
couragement to be vacci-
nated. “I am excited to be re-

ceiving the vaccine soon. It
will give me and my family
another strong layer of pro-
tection as I work alongside
other first responders and
healthcare workers fighting
this pandemic,” said MOFD
firefighter Mark DeWeese.

Board of Directors
Wednesday, Jan. 20, 6 p.m.

ConFire
Board of Directors
Tuesday, Jan., 19, 1:00 p.m.

Fire District Public Meetings

Moraga-Orinda Fire District

For meeting times and agendas, visit www.mofd.org

For meeting times and agendas, visit www.cccfpd.org

ConFire will no longer declare an end to fire season

E [] ..

Ready for fire season in Lafayette

By Nick Marnell

With fires increasing in in-
tensity each year, and burn-
ing later and later throughout

Photo Nick Marnell

the calendar year, Contra
Costa County Fire Protection
District Chief Lewis
Broschard said the district
will no longer declare an offi-

cial end to the fire season as it
has done in past years.

“As it currently stands
across the district, there are
considerable dead annual
grasses, dry brush and vege-
tation that all have very low
fuel moisture and thereby
represent an ongoing wildfire
risk. In spite of lower tem-
peratures and some rain, the
danger of wildfires still re-
mains a threat,” Broschard
said in his December fire
chief’s report to his advisory
fire commission and his
board of directors.

The district will continue
to make operational and
staffing adjustments through-
out the year based on the ex-
pected degree of fire activity.
For example, with the arrival
of light rain and cooler
weather, ConFire lowered its
response protocols to winter
season levels. The initial re-
sponse to grass fires will now

be a single engine, unlike the
five-engine response during
the height of fire season.

The Fire Control Worker
Program, which has been
curtailed for the winter
months, will possibly expand
from four days a week to
seven in 2021. Crew 12, which
works alongside the suppres-
sion crews, does much of the
post-incident cleanup, allow-
ing the engine company to
respond to another incident
sooner. The crew also does
prescribed fuel reduction
work.

The chief outlined other
strategies for the next fire
season. “We will be looking
at ordinances such as the one
passed by the Moraga-Orinda
Fire District, prohibiting cer-
tain types of vegetation, like
juniper bushes and other
highly flammable vegetation,”
the chief said.

And the district plans to

work with neighboring agen-
cies to develop software to
plan and execute a consistent
evacuation effort throughout
the county. “Our hope is to
have something on board by
July,” Broschard said.

The chief noted that 2020
vegetation fires increased
38% over both 2018 and 2019,
and 2020 exterior fires in-
creased 40% over each of the
same two years. He told the
board that the district will
explore increased staffing
from June through October,
and will continue to support
pre-positioning of resources,
of not only engine crews but
also hand crews, dispatchers,
bulldozers and aviation
backup.

“We need to change our
strategy quite a bit,”
Broschard said.

Orinda Police investigate carjacking/robbery

By Sora O'Doherty

A woman was forced out of
her car in the first block of
Moraga Way at approximately
7:51 p.m. Dec. 14 by three
suspects who attempted to
steal her Mazda 3, according
to an Orinda Police report.

OPD officers spoke to a
woman who said she was ap-
proached by three suspects as
she entered her car. One sus-
pect took her phone and keys
and forced her out of the car.
However, the suspects failed
to get far; after entering the
car, they drove a short dis-
tance, but were unable to re-
lease the parking brake.

Abandoning the vehicle, the
suspects fled on foot.

Orinda police, assisted by
officers from Moraga,
Lafayette and Danville,
searched for the suspects, but
they were not located and the
suspects are still outstanding.
According to Orinda Police
Chief David Cook, the incident
is still being actively investi-
gated and police are checking
area cameras for evidence.
Anyone with any information
on this incident is asked to
contact Sergeant S. Valkanoff
of the Orinda Police Depart-
ment at (925) 253-4217. For
any tips, please email:
Orindatip@cityoforinda.org
or call 866-846-3592 to leave

an anonymous voice message.

The chief has also re-
ported another incident being
actively investigated that oc-
curred Dec. 9 on Camino Del
Monte. In that incident, a vic-
tim confronted thieves who
stole the license plates from
her vehicle, and the suspect
pushed the victim and
escaped.

Cook noted that this case
is a robbery instead of a petty
theft because the suspect used
force by pushing the victim in
order to commit the crime.
“While we certainly under-
stand the desire to step in to
protect ourselves or others
from being a victim, because
of the unpredictability of sus-

pect behavior and the poten-
tial for a violent reaction,”
Cook said, “we strongly rec-
ommend our community
members do not attempt to
interact with people commit-
ting crimes.” Rather, he sug-
gested being an excellent wit-
ness by paying particular at-
tention to the description of
the suspect(s) and their gen-
der, race, clothing, hair
color/style, eye color, and ve-
hicle. The chief recom-
mended that victims call 911
immediately so officers can
start to canvas the area and
hopefully make an immediate
arrest, as happened in a re-
cent theft case from the E1
Toyonal neighborhood. He

also recommended that peo-
ple obtain video or pho-
tographs if they can do so
safely.

Cook noted that there has
been an uptick in car thefts
recently in Orinda, particu-
larly targeting Audis. “Unfor-
tunately,” he added, “we are
also still seeing thefts of vehi-
cles where the keys are left in
a car parked at a residence.”
He urged residents to help
protect against theft by not
leaving valuable items in ve-
hicles and ensure that cars
are locked whether at home
or out and about.

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions
with your community. Send a letter to the editor: letters@lamorindaweekly.com

Public Safety

Emergency response:

Emergency: 24 Hours

Police Dispatch: 24 Hours
925-284-5010

Nixle: Text your zip code to 888777

or go to www.nixle.com

Lafayette Police Department:

3471 Mt. Diablo Blvd. 925-283-3680

Chief of Police, Ben Alldritt
925-299-3221

Police Department Tip Line
94549Tip@gmail.com

Police Department Traffic Issues
94549Traffic@gmail.com

Moraga Police Department:

329 Rheem Blvd., 925-888-7055

Chief of Police, Jon King ext. 7049

Orinda Police Department:

22 Orinda Way 925-254-6820

Chief of Police, David M. Cook

925-254-6820

Orindatip@cityoforinda.org

Lafayette Police

911

Department

Incident

Summary

Report

Nov. 29 - Dec. 12

Alarms 24
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 13
Traffic 82
Suspicious Circumstances 5
Suspicious Subject 22
Suspicious Vehicle 19

Service to Citizen 37
Patrol Req./Security Check 45
Pubic/School Assembly Check 1
Supplemental Report 21
Vacation House Check 6
Welfare Check 18
Ordinance Violation 0
Vehicle violations
Auto Burglary

3200 Block Lucas Cir.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

900 Block Hough Ave.

800 Block Birdhaven Ct. (2)

800 Block Hope Ln. (2)
Hit And Run Misdemeanor

500 Block Silverado Dr.

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Petty Theft From Vehicle

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Reckless Driving

Moraga Rd./Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Wb Sr 24 At Pleasant Hill Rd.

Moraga Rd./St Marys Rd.

Moraga Rd./Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Olympic Blvd./Pleasant Hill Rd.
Stolen Vehicle Recovery

Whb Sr 24 At Pleasant Hill Rd.
Tc - Property Damage

Mt. Diablo Blvd./El Nido Ranch
Rd.

El Nido Ranch Rd./Wb Sr 24

Hidden Valley Rd./St Stephens Dr.,
Ori

Upper Happy Valley Rd./Tilden
Ln.

Moraga Rd./Scenic Ln.
Vehicle Theft

Happy Valley Rd./Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Other criminal activity
Computer Fraud

3300 Block Woodview Dr.
Fraud Credit Card

1400 Block Sunset Loop
Grand Theft

500 Block Florence Dr.

10 Block Westminster PI.
Panhandling

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (3)
Petty Theft

1000 Block Lorinda Ln. (3)

1000 Block Carol Ln.

3300 Block Walnut Ln.

3700 Block Mosswood Dr.

2Nd St./Golden Gate Way

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

10 Block Henri Hill Ln.

3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Shoplift

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-domestic

3500 Block Brook St.
Disturbance-fight

1000 Block Laurel Dr.
Disturbing The Peace

Via Los Colorados/Los Palos Dr.
Loud Music

3500 Block Plaza Way

El Curtola Blvd./Old Tunnel Rd.

50 Block Lafayette Cir.

El Curtola Blvd./Eb Sr 24
Loud Noise

0Old Tunnel Rd./El Curtola Blvd.

800 Block Santa Maria Way

El Curtola Blvd./Camino Diablo

El Curtola Blvd./Old Tunnel Rd.
Public Nuisance

El Curtola Blvd./Old Tunnel Rd.

1000 Block Oak Hill Rd.

3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3600 Block Crescent Dr.

3700 Block Rose Ct.

Rose/St Francis

3400 Block School St.
Vandalism

3300 Block Springhill Rd.

El Curtola Blvd./Eb Sr 24

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

300 Block W Lowell Ln.
Other
Brandishing Weapon

Acalanes Rd./Hidden Valley Rd.
Covid19 Violation

El Curtola Blvd./Old Tunnel Rd.

Pleasant Hill Rd./Eb Sr 24

500 Block Merriewood
Fireworks

3400 Block School St.

500 Block Merriewood
Harassment

1100 Block Oak Hill Rd. (2)

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

900 Block Hough Ave.
K9 Outside Assist Request

Oak Hill Rd./Eb Sr 24
Mentally 11l Violent

3400 Block Echo Springs Rd.
Neighbor Dispute

1100 Block Bacon Way
Ordinance Violation

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Lafayette Cir./Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Threats

3400 Block Echo Springs Rd.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

1700 Block Reliez Valley Rd.

Trespass

3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

900 Block 2Nd St.
Unwanted Guest

3300 Block Helen Ln.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Violation Custody Order

1200 Block Warner Ct.
Violation Restraining Order

1200 Block Warner Ct.

Moraga Police

Department
Incident
Summary
Report
Dec. 1-Dec. 14
Alarms
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 8
Traffic 31
Suspicious Circumstances 2
Suspicious Subject 4
Suspicious Vehicle 4
Service to Citizen 48
Patrol Req./Security Check 18
Supplemental Report 11
Vacation House Check 2
Welfare Check 0
Pubic/School Assembly Check 3
Vehicle violations
Accident Property
Campolindo Dr./Moraga Rd.
Excessive Speed
Moraga Rd./Devin Dr.
Moraga Rd./Campolindo Dr.
Moraga Rd./Buckingham Dr.
Moraga Rd./Donald Dr.

Hit And Run Misdemeanor
Moraga Commons Park
Reckless Driving
Rheem Bust Marys Rd.
Moraga Rd./St Marys Rd.
Safeway
Vehicle Theft
700 Block Crossbrook Dr.
Other criminal activity
Grand Theft
Not Available
1100 Block Sanders Dr.
100 Block Natalie Dr.
Ace Hardware

Identity Theft

Augusta Dr./Bal Tusrol
Petty Theft

Not Available

1100 Block Moraga Rd.

90 Block Courter Ln.

100 Block Calle La Mesa (2)
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-domestic

2100 Block Donald Dr.

Not Available
Loud Music

Calle La Montana/Calle La Mesa
Loud Noise

10 Block Laird Dr.

Public Nuisance

Draeger Dr./Claudia Ct.
Other criminal activity
Battery Domestic Misd

10 Block Canning Ct.
Mentally 111 Violent

300 Block Rheem Blvd.
Other Infraction

Larch Ave./Trinity Terrace

Larch Ave./Canyon Rd.
Warrant Arrest

Camino Pablo/Canyon Rd.

ORINDA

Orinda Police Department
Incident Summary Report
will be back next time
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Letters to the editor

Lafayette Council contra-
dicts itself on tree
preservation

Is anyone else confused by
the Lafayette City Council’s
double standard when it
comes to preserving trees in
the city? In November, the
City sued and received a tem-
porary restraining order to
stop PG&E from removing 17
trees. A few months earlier,
the City Council approved
Richard Holt's building appli-
cation and the removal of a
grove of 13 mature redwood
trees and a beautiful, large
oak tree. Only Council Mem-
ber Susan Candell recognized
that Lot 66 is not suitable for
development.

The 17 trees that PG&E
wants to cut down are on a
regional trail.

The 13 trees that the City
is allowing Mr. Holt to cut
down are on the Briones
Trail easement.

The City claims PG&E is
not following contractual
procedures. However, the
only difference between the
trees that the current City
Council members chose to
protect and the trees that
they are allowing to be cut
down is Mr. Holt’s personal
influence. Mr. Holt is a for-
mer planning commissioner
with deep political ties in
Lafayette. He publicly sup-
ported Council Member
Teresa Gerringer’s election
campaign, personally knows
all of the City Council mem-
bers, and has worked with
staffers in the Planning De-
partment for many years.
Council members say they
are not extending “special
privilege” to Mr. Holt; if not,
what constitutes “special
privilege?” The City has
granted Mr. Holt permission
not only to cut down more
than a dozen majestic trees,
but also to build on a swale,
ignore easements on the lot,
reduce required setbacks,
and invade neighbors' pri-
vacy.

It all comes down to legal
bluff poker. The City knows
Mr. Holt will sue (again) if
they denied his permit like it
did in 2009. At the same time,
the City is willing to spend
taxpayer money to delay
PG&E even though the trees
will eventually come down.
We need to question this
double standard.

Jeff and Pam Swarts
Lafayette

Continued response to Let-
ter to Editor

On Nov. 25, a letter to the ed-
itor written by Jared L was
published. We are a group of
young women growing up in
Lamorinda and have several
concerns regarding their
statement. As emerging lead-
ers, we are constantly ad-
vised to be open minded. In
the AUHSD, we attend cohort
academy where we are edu-

cated on topics such as
racism and implicit bias; not
only to learn, but to also re-
flect upon our biases. Our
initial reaction when reading
Jared L.’s piece was confusion
and anger at the ignorance
displayed. On second review,
we realized that this is our
reality, and the reason we
started our group, The UM-
BRELLA Committee, to pro-
vide near-peer diversity edu-
cation.

Recent events have
shown the true colors of our
hometown. We believe Jared
L. is not one individual;
rather a group. This group’s
freedom to say and bring
negativity to conversations is
their hidden advantage, and
that they can do so without
taking full responsibility is
privilege in itself. Every stu-
dent is required to put first
and last name on every as-
signment. This opinion piece
has harmed various commu-
nities, bringing negativity
into the homes of many Lam-
orinda residents. Jared
knows that the article is in-
flammatory because they
were afraid to put their last
name and stand by what they
said. Everyone knows we are
women when they look at us,
all shades of color, and we
are proud of our identities.
Go ahead; judge us by how
we look, because we are the
future. Take it from the
young people in our commu-
nity: change is coming. We
agree with your call for unity,
but we do not believe that
change is dividing us. More
than ever, we see people
from all backgrounds coming
together to fight for race edu-
cation, re-examination of bi-
ases, and most importantly,
truth. We hope you’ll join us,
Jared L. and all those with
similar viewpoints, in build-
ing a more equitable and ac-
cepting community for all.

The UMBRELLA Committee
(Understanding, Mentoring,
Belonging, and Racial Equity
through Listening, Learning,
and Advocacy): Zoya Acuiia,
Siena Billings, Elsa Braun-
stein, Cassidy Keely, Melina
Nath, Taryn Veronda

Charity, Tolerance,
Understanding

I too read Jared L’s editorial
and the subsequent remarks
in the Dec. 9 printing. My
impression of Jared’s editor-
ial was far more charitable
than the rebuttals. I dis-
cerned his intentions to be
addressing that we judge
people on their character and
nothing else. My interpreta-
tion was that Jared was sug-
gesting that no matter the
identity people choose, the
common factor that binds us
all is our individual charac-
ter. His message to my un-
derstanding was not con-
demning anyone but suggest-
ing we have more in common
than specific, narrow identi-

Mayor Mike Anderson

... continued from Page A3

Many spoke of Bliss’ in-
telligence, good humor, com-
passion and noted apprecia-
tion for all the work he has
accomplished on the legisla-
tive committee. He in turn
and with characteristic mod-
esty, likened himself to Bobby
Hebb opening for the Beatles,
as the conversation turned to
Anderson’s retirement.

“It’s not easy,” said An-
derson. “But it’s time.”

He acknowledged that
the council has been in the
trenches on a number of
tough issues, referring to
challenges such as legislative
issues and loss of local con-
trol, and he said that it’s not
over yet.

He expressed confidence
in the current council and
gave special praise to City
Manager Niroop Srivatsa and
her staff. “We have a very
lean operation in Lafayette
and yet we are able to get
everything that we need to
get done, done with a reserve

in our financial position.”

Anderson’s remarks fo-
cused largely on the commu-
nity. He noted that this is an
intimate community where
people wave to you. “I think
that going forward that will
be a challenge to maintain
that and that those of us here
now are going to have to
make sure we welcome new
residents.”

Members of the council
thanked Anderson for his
calm manner of leadership,
for welcoming all, for his in-
tegrity, and for his ability to
bring people together. As
Lafayette resident Wei-Tai
Kwok commented, for the ex-
ample he sets in being able to
disagree without being dis-
agreeable and in the words of
Lafayette resident Kathy
Merchant, a most effective
listener and facilitator.

Merchant perhaps
summed up the general sen-
timent best when she re-
ferred to Anderson as “the
ultimate diplomat.”

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977

ties. Contrary to the respon-
dents on the editorial page, I
did not find his words in-
flammatory or disparaging.

What bothers me is that
everyone calls for a conver-
sation on the racial and social
issues but would deny any
voice to those with whom
they disagree as was sug-
gested by the respondents.
To deny another a voice does
not make a conversation but
a discourse at best or a dia-
tribe at the worst. Whereas
conversation is an informal
interchange of thoughts, a di-
alogue has a meaningful pur-
pose and is a cooperative in-
terchange between people. It
is not a debate to convince
the other participant they are
wrong and yourself right on
an issue. Rather, a dialogue is
to gain understanding of the
other person’s ideas and does
not mean I have to agree with
their ideas but at least I un-
derstand their position.

As citizens we must be
able to express evidence and
argumentation on the issues.
Equally, it means that those
who espouse a position must
be accountable for good rea-
soning. It is only by free ex-
pression with candid debate
of our respective claims of
injustice or social barriers
will we refine our theories to
gain nuance and under-
standing of the truths. When
citizens cannot rebut or oth-
erwise reconcile disconfirm-
ing evidence, then they must
disavow their claims or risk
being ignored by their fellow
citizens. Conversely, when
our own arguments fail, we
cannot distract from the
truth by shaming or making
disrespectful insults to si-
lence our opponents. No citi-
zen should be afraid to speak

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

out and no citizen should be
afraid to allow another citi-
zen to speak.

No matter your thoughts
about Jared L’s editorial, we
have started a dialogue of
some sorts. IDbelieve this is
how the Federalist Papers
started that was the platform
to create our Constitution.
Perhaps we can contribute to
positive changes through this
forum.

Chuck Boyer
Lafayette

A response from the Diver-
sity, Equity and Inclusion
Committee

The Lafayette School District
Diversity, Equity and Inclu-
sion (DEI) Committee submits
this response to Jared L’s let-
ter on November 25th, 2020.
We urge our community to
acknowledge that racism
continues to deeply impact
Lamorinda. Aggressions to-
wards People of Color are
perpetrated daily. Some are
made public, while many go
unseen and are experienced
quietly. Some examples from
our own community include
the video that surfaced this
past summer of students us-
ing racist slurs, a swastika
painted on a Lafayette home,
and the shooting and killing
of a young Black man named
Miles Hall, who was in crisis.
Lafayette Police Chief
Alldritt has stated that the
police receive many calls
from the community report-
ing non-white people in the
neighborhood as “suspi-
cious.” Is it any wonder that
People of Color like Cam-
polindo High School's new
Associate Principal Vanessa
Knight, may feel unsafe in

Page: A9

our community?

At the systemic level, the
data shows that we have an
opportunity to understand
and reduce two disturbing
trends: The academic
achievement gap for LAFSD
Black and Brown students,
and the disproportionately
high suspension rates for
Students of Color in AUHSD.
We are pleased that our
schools are working on an
anti-racism policy that states
their commitment to exam-
ining existing curriculum for
bias against marginalized
communities, teaching anti-
racism, and establishing a
robust system which re-
sponds appropriately to acts
of racism. We believe educa-
tion is the most valuable tool
to dismantle racism, and to
help foster a sense of belong-
ing for all. Student voices
have shared the importance
of integrating the history of
all people into their curricu-
lum.

A diverse, historical ac-
curate education helps stu-
dents to become empowered,
knowledgeable and advocate
for inclusion and equity. Our
DEI Committee was estab-
lished to ensure all of our
students feel safe, thrive
socio-emotionally and acade-
mically so that they may
achieve their full potential.
For those who want to learn
more about racism in our
community, please attend the
school district workshops,
read primary sources that
speak from lived experiences
or join the City Racial Equity
Task Force. We invite you to
learn with us.

Lafayette School District DEI
Committee

# 23 Years of Local Sales

Ly Apid i | amorinda gon Ldeals § state

+  Hundreds of Homes Sold

Low Inventory + Low Mortgage Rates + Abundant Buyers

= It’s a Great Time to Sell!

= Winning Strategies

ELUXURY

Call April for Market Information & a

No Obligation Estimate of Value

April Matthews

925.200.0773

aprilmat@comcast.net

A&BIDCIATEN

DRE# 01221153

JUSTIN BUNDY
REALTOR ® DRE# 01376492

Direct: 925-330-0579
Email: justin@justinbundy.com

19 Years of Real Estate Experience
4 Generations of Family Locally

5

Website: www.justinbundy.com

¥
1
75

HoLIDAYS

Wishing you all the best
this holiday season and

dedication throughout

this pandemic year!

JB
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in the new year!

A special thank you to all
of our first responders,
essential workers and
teachers for your

4

JUSTIN
b loAd
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DESIGN ¢ REFINISHING * INSTALL TI'JN
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CALL TOM
FOR A FREE
ESTIMATE

Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

Building
% Foundations
ll" e Lifting

e Leveling
e Stabilizing

UNDERPIHNING

RENERLL CEONTRAETER LIE. BEPIIE

707 310-0602

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

WENERQL CENTRACTER
LIE. BETI2E

Service Clubs Announcements

Lamorinda Sunrise

Rutary

Every Friday 7:00 a.m. — 8:15 a.m.
Zoom Link at https://lamorindasunrise.org/speakers

January 2021 Weekly Speakers
1: No meeting
8: Farah Papaioannou, CEO of Edgeworx
15: Con Jenkins, The Quarterly Big Rotary Picture
22: Mark Roberts, District Governor
29: Bob Marino, Member Magazine
www.lamorindasunrise.com

925-377-0977

Kelly Sopak, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0D03981
1 Northwood Drive Suite 1
Orinda, CA 94563

Bus: 925-253-7700

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001290

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Right here in town.

Here's the deal. The right insurance should
help you feel confident and comfortable. I'm
the right good neighbor for that. Call me today.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

o StateFarm’
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Right coverage. Right price.

Changes in design reduce visual
impact of Terraces development

Viewpoint 6 - existing
... continued from Page A2

Instead, Terraces Project
Manager Dave Baker, along
with Jessica Musick of KTGY
Architecture, and landscape
architect David Gates of David
Gates & Associates shared
slides showing proposed
changes, swapping the loca-
tions of the two-story and
three-story buildings, relocat-
ing the taller buildings away
from the most visible areas of
the site when viewed from
off-site. The new renderings
also show carports and park-
ing moved to the periphery of

the site.

Architectural changes in-
clude a lowering of roof
pitches and a more broken up
massing of the buildings. The
color scheme has been
changed to earth tones to bet-
ter blend in with the sur-
rounding hillside.

Commissioners were
given details of landscaping
and planting — mainly native
and evergreen trees for
screening around the
perimeter and more decora-
tive trees in the interior.

Gates explained the vi-
sion of trying to create a "vil-

lage," with a trail loop and
areas for residents to gather.
For the evening’s only
public commenter, however,
the lawsuit was not forgotten.

' Richard Drury, the attorney

representing Save Lafayette,
called for the matter to be
tabled until after the conclu-
sion of the litigation that
challenges what SL says is the
city’s failure to follow CEQA
law.

Commissioners all ac-
knowledged what Design Re-
view Chair Glenn Cass called
the “vast improvement,” and
liked the softening of the lines
and lower roof pitch along
with the relocated higher
structures. They suggested
more variation in palette to
avoid a “monotonous look”
and urged the design team to
push further with their
improvements.

Revisions will be brought
back to the Jan. 27 meeting
for further review and must
be finalized by a third DR
meeting within 90 days of the
first.

ADAM HAMALIAN BRYAN HURLBUT CHRISTINA LINEZO

925.708.5630 925.383.5500 415.425.3085

DRE# 01917597 DRE# 01347508 DRE# 01964989

MARY PISCITELLI MATT McLEOD RACHEL DREYER

© 415.990.1672

DRE# 01994561

925.464.6500

DRE# 01310057

925.765.9095

DRE# 01426129

JANE SMITH

925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506

WARMEST HOLIDAY

WISHES
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We want to thank the Lamorinda community
for the support it has shown during this
unprecedented time. Though there have been
challenges, the past year has enabled us to view
the joyful moments with special appreciation.
While real estate continues to be an essential
function, this year has also taught us new ways
to be of service to the community, and
for that we are extremely grateful.

We sincerely wish you and those you love
much joy this holiday season, and a
happy and healthy New Year.

LAUREN DEAL
JOy WIEHN JULE!EOKDEE/IE)S@RNTO HURLBUT TEAM

2hil

415.377.1884 925.818.5500 925.876.4671

DRE# 02047712 DRE# 01290985 DRE#02060294

JOHN FONDNAZIO LISA TICHENOR

925.285.1093

DRE# 01478540

925.817.9053

DRE# 01938194

RUTH EDDY TINA FRECHMAN  VALERIE DURANTINI

'®

415.999.6116

DRE# 01376796

SHERRY HUTCHENS TERESA ZOCCHI
W

' ‘I

925.212.7617

DRE# 01320608

925.788.5449

DRE# 01313819

925.915.0851

DRE# 01970768

925.360.8662

DRE# 01907345

LAMORINDA
999 OAK HILL RD., #100
LAFAYETTE, CA 94549
925.284.1400

WALNUT CREEK
1910 OLYMPIC BLVD,, #100
WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596

925.937.4000

DANVILLE
100 RAILROAD AVENUE, #A
DANVILLE, CA 94526
925.800.3510

CUubUiIv

HEEL EETATE AROURF

www.DUDUM.COM
DRE #01882902

BRENTWOOD
60 EAGLE ROCK WAY, #B
BRENTWOOD, CA 94513
925.420.5717

SIERRA TAHOE
6883 N LAKE BLVD STE B
TAHOE VISTA, CA 96148

530.414.1475
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Local lifelong conservationist receives awards

Moraga's Malcolm Sproul, lifelong conservationist, at the 320-acre Irish Canyon.

By Diane Claytor

In a world where statistics in-
dicate that the typical person
changes jobs an average of 12
times during his or her career
and moves from one home to
another more than 11 times in
his or her lifetime, Malcolm
Sproul is somewhat of an
enigma. He has lived in the
East Bay his entire life, been
married to his high school
sweetheart for 46 years,
owned his Moraga home for
almost 35 years, and has
worked at LSA Associates, an
environmental consulting
firm, since 1979.

Earlier this year, Sproul
was honored for his 27 years
as a board member (and two-
time president) of Save Mount
Diablo, a nonprofit organiza-
tion focused on preserving
lands on and around the
mountain as well as educating
the public on its natural val-
ues. He received its highest
form of recognition - the
Mountain Saver Award - for
his “lifelong dedication to
preserving open space, his
stellar contributions to
wildlife conservation, and his
fierce love of the mountain.”
Seth Adams, Save Mount Dia-
blo Land Conservation Direc-
tor, acknowledges that this
award was “long overdue,”
noting that Sproul “has played
a key role in a vast expansion
of protected land and is a
model of truth and integrity.”

According to Adams,
Sproul’s “knowledge, exper-
tise, and leadership have been
a major force in spearheading
conservation efforts in the
East Bay region and have had
a lasting impact on the health
and sustainability of local
wildlife habitat and preserved
lands.”

If that award wasn’t
enough, Sproul, a lifelong
conservationist, was honored
this month by Diablo Maga-
zine, who called its five
Threads of Hope honorees
“local heroes who go above
and beyond to make a differ-
ence.” Sproul, the magazine
noted, “has left an indelible
stamp on the natural land-
scape of the East Bay.”

Sproul explains that he
has “literally” been interested
in the natural world his entire
life. “T think I was born with
it,” he states definitively. “It
feels as though I've always just
gravitated to the outside envi-
ronment.” Growing up in El
Cerrito, Sproul continues,
there was lots of open space
where a kid could wander. “I
was the kid who hiked around
the hills and brought back
frogs and snakes and lizards
and caterpillars, the kid who
loved the outdoors,” he
recalls.

His introduction to Mount
Diablo as a young Boy Scout
furthered his love of nature
and gave him a deep appreci-
ation of the mountain’s nat-
ural resources. This, coupled
with the annual summer trip
to the family cabin in the
Sierras built by his grandpar-
ents in 1928, enhanced his
passion and dedication to the

environment.

Sproul has a master’s de-
gree in environmental plan-
ning/landscape architecture
from the University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley; while there, he
conducted research on the ef-
fect of suburbanization on
bird populations. After de-
scribing his research, Sproul
was asked if he’s a bird-
watcher. “I'm not a bird-
watcher. I'm a birder,” he de-
clared, stating that he’s much
more serious about birds. “I
have, scattered around our
house, a pair of binoculars at
just about every window so if
I see something, I don’t have
to go running from room to
room searching for them.”
This is in addition to the nu-
merous bird feeders he has
placed around his yard.

Sproul is a leading expert
on predatory birds. He has led
trips for the Golden Gate
Audubon Society and, in
keeping with both his passion
and his staying power, Sproul
has been involved in the Na-
tional Audubon Society’s an-
nual Christmas Bird Count
since the mid-1970s. Enthusi-
asm for this yearly event is
evident in Sproul’s voice as he
describes the hours spent
watching and counting the
wide variety of species seen in
one day.

Surprisingly, Sproul says
that both shopping centers in
Moraga are great places to
find certain bird species that
may be harder to find in other
locations. He also commented
on something many Lamor-
inda residents deal with — the
increase in the turkey popula-
tion. “When I started doing
the bird count, there were no
turkeys around. Now they’re
everywhere.” Unfortunately,
this long-running (since 1900)
wildlife census, designed to
assess the health of bird pop-
ulations and help guide con-
servation actions, is canceled
in the Lamorinda area this
year because of COVID-19.

In keeping with his belief
in public service and the need
to find ways to contribute to
his community, Sproul has
been active in the Preserve
Lamorinda Open Space group,
working to preserve scenic
hillsides and ridgelines as well
as protecting local open space
from overdevelopment.

He worked with Moraga
on aspects of planting when
the new West Commons Park
was being developed and ad-
vised the town on exotic
species removal from the
Mulholland Ridge Open Space.

Save Mount Diablo’s
Adams perhaps described
Sproul best when nominating
him for Diablo Magazine’s
Threads of Hope award: “Mal-
colm is a student of and lives
up to the ideals of John Muir
— he treasures living things ...
he understands that every-
thing in the universe is con-
nected ... he is a citizen ac-
tivist of the highest caliber.
His commitment to working
tirelessly with local conserva-
tion organizations is an
inspiration.”

Orinda’s
Lowest
Gas Prices
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22 Bryant Way - Next to Casa Orinda
Visit our Snack Shop & play Lotto & Lottery

Photo Scott Hein

Mon-Sat5am-12am;Sun6am-11 pm

Bay Area
\[D Greenscapes, Inc.

Synthetic Grass - Installation - Landscaping

1801 Saint Mary’s Rd. Moraga, CA 94556
Phone (925) 819-2100

* Design & Consulting
 New Landscape Installation * Re-Landscape & Remodel
* Residential & Commercial * Green Landscape Options
» Maintenance & Clean Ups = Synthetic Lawn Installation

CA Lic# 938445

Single Family Home Customers - 2021 Holiday Tree Collection Schedule

Your pickup will be on the same day as your
regular garbage service but by a separate truck.

Customers in the cities and unincorporated areas of Danville

Week of Jan 4-8
eek ofJan and Walnut Creek, plus Alamo, Diablo, and Blackhawk.

Customers in the cities and unincorporated areas of

Week of Jan 11-15
J Lafayette, Moraga, and Orinda.

Week of Jan 18-22  Customers who missed prior tree collection.

Cutand place in organics cart; or call (925) 685-4711

AFTER Jan 22 )
for on-call, organics-only cleanup.

Tree Pickup Do's & Don'ts

Leave trees at curbside
on the same day as your
regular garbage collection
day, during your city’s
assigned week.

* Remove lights, ornaments, and tinsel from branches before placing
at curbside.

+ Leave trees at curbside on the same day as your regular garbage
collection day during your city’s tree collection week.

+ Cutin half all trees that are 8 feet or over in height.

COLLECTED TREES
WILL BE COMPOSTED.
* Flocked trees can be collected curbside for a fee or be included in
your once-a-year on-call garbage cleanup, but must be scheduled
in advance. Call (925) 685-4711. If cut to fit inside with the lid closed,

flocked trees may be placed in your landfill cart. Rw .Q.O.
+ Do not leave stands (whether plastic, metal, or wood) on the tree. %ﬁ Recycle
Trees with items still attached cannot be picked up.

®sse*Smart
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King of Coconut Cake with Cream Cheese Frosting Photos Susie Iventosch

By Susie Iventosch

I'love coconut! People usually

have very strong opinions about

coconut ... they either love it or
hate it, but rarely do you find a

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

the cake itself and the frosting.

And, if T happen to have a little bit

of extra on hand, I sometimes

spread a thin amount on the mid-

dle layers before covering them
with frosting.
For this cake, I also added a

925-377-0977

This coconut-lovers’ cake is perfect for the holiday season

person who is ambivalent about

www.lamorindaweekly.com Wednesday, December 23, 2020

King of Coconut Cake with Cream Cheese Frosting

Ingredients

2 3/4 cup all-purpose flour

1 teaspoon baking powder

1/2 teaspoon baking soda

1/2 teaspoon salt

1 cup (2 sticks or 8 o0z.) unsalted butter, at room
temperature

1 3/4 cups granulated sugar

1 cup canned, sweetened cream of coconut, such
as Coco Casa Coconut Cream

4 large eggs, separated

Pinch of salt

1 teaspoon vanilla

1 cup buttermilk

Cream Cheese Frosting (recipe below)

4 cups sweetened, shredded coconut
DIRECTIONS

Preheat oven to 350 F. Line two 9-inch cake pans with parchment paper. Lightly spray paper
with cooking spray. If you use the magic baking strips, dampen them and wrap them around the
sides of each of the pans according to the directions. This will really help to bake a nice even
cake. (Thanks to Sora O’Doherty for this great tip!)

Separate egg whites and yolks. Put whites in a mixing bowl and yolks in a small bowl.

In a medium bowl, mix flour, baking powder, baking soda and salt to blend. Set aside.

In a large mixing bowl, cream butter together with sugar until light and fluffy. Add coconut
cream and continue to beat until well-integrated. Beat in egg yolks and vanilla. On low speed
beat in dry ingredients alternately with buttermilk, starting and ending with dries.

Using clean, dry beaters, beat egg whites with a pinch of salt in the separate bowl until stiff, but
not too dry. Gently fold beaten egg whites into cake batter.

Divide cake batter evenly between the two prepared pans. Bake cakes until tester inserted into
cakes comes out clean. Anywhere from 25-35 minutes, depending on your oven. When done,

coconut. I can’t get enough of it,
whether it’s in macaroons, a Ritter
Sport candy bar, 7-layer bar cook-
ies, or even as a condiment for
chicken curry. It’s especially good
when paired with coconut cream
cheese frosting on this layer cake.

This cake is super moist, and I
think the reason is because it’s
made with sweetened cream of
coconut, like a Coco Lopez or Real
Gourmet Cream of Coconut ... the
kind your friendly bartender uses
in Pina Coladas. I use it in both

Susie can be reached at suziventosch@gmail.com. This

recipe can be found on our website:

www.lamorindaweekly.com If you would like to share your
favorite recipe with Susie please contact her by email or
call our office at (925) 377-0977. Or visit

https://treksandbites.com

You can find most of the recipes published in the Lamorinda Weekly on

chocolate element by mixing a
portion of the cream cheese frost-
ing with chocolate. This was kind
of a fun alternative and you can
also add your own little twist by
spreading a thin layer of rasp-
berry or your favorite jam be-
tween the layers before frosting
them, It’s delightful with a hint of
lime, too, for a summer twist on

this cake.

If you branch out to add your
own touches, please email me to
tell me what you did to make your
coconut cake just perfect for you!

To Assemble

remove cakes from oven. Cool cakes on rack for about 10 minutes. Then run a sharp knife
around the edges to loosen cakes. Remove cakes from pans to racks, and cool completely.

With a long bread knife, cut each cake layer in half horizontally. Place first half layer on plate.
Spread chocolate coconut frosting over this layer
and lay other half layer on top. Spread plain
coconut frosting on top of this first whole layer.
Then sprinkle 1/4 cup of shredded coconut over
the plain frosting. Repeat the process with each
halflayer, ending with cream cheese frosting on top of cake. Spread remaining frosting all

around sides of cake. Completely cover sides of cake with shredded coconut and pat gently into

shredded coconut too!

INGREDIENTS

DIRECTIONS

of cake!

our website. Food tab: www.lamorindaweekly.com/html2/food1.html

Cream of Coco Cream Cheese Frosting

1 8-0z. packages cream cheese, softened to room temperature
1 stick unsalted butter, at room temperature

3-4 cups powdered sugar, sifted

1/2 cup canned, sweetened cream of coconut

1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract

For the chocolate frosting for between the layers:

2 tablespoons unsweetened cocoa powder, or 2 oz. bittersweet chocolate, melted and cooled

frosting with the palm of your hands. If you want to go all out, cover the top of the cake with

In a large bowl, beat cream cheese with butter until fluffy. Add powdered sugar, alternately with
cream of coconut and beat until fluffy and well-blended with each addition. Add more or less
powdered sugar to arrive at desired spreading consistency. Add vanilla and beat once more.

For the filling, separate out about 1 cup of the frosting and blend in either the cocoa powder or
the melted and cooled bittersweet chocolate. This will be the frosting for between the half layers

New rules for pet air travel: What’s an Emotional Support Animal?

By Mona Miller, DVM

It has become common to
travel on airplanes with ani-
mals under the classification
of “Emotional Support Ani-
mal,” which has allowed
travel in the cabin with mini-
mal restraint. This policy has
produced conflicts, challenges
and controversy. How does
an animal travel safely, with
guarantees of no aggression
or anxiety produced by the
often distressing nature of
navigating airports, planes,
loud noises, unfamiliar scents
and generally scary condi-
tions? This classification has
received criticism for pet
owners who abuse the privi-
lege, as evidenced by pet
owners asking for sedatives or
anti-anxiety medications for
these same pets that are sup-
posed to provide comfort to
their anxious owners. Per-
haps this has been a way for
pet owners to bypass more
regulated restraint during
travel, such as confinement to
appropriate-sized carriers,
and to avoid placing pets into
baggage compartments.

The height of the contro-
versy, in my opinion, reached
an interesting peak in 2018
when United Airlines denied
recognizing Dexter the pea-
cock as an Emotional Support
Animal, and refused to allow

Tlustration Jaya Griggs

him to fly from Newark to Los
Angeles. While this provided
some humor, it highlights the
probable over-reach of some
pet owners in their attempts
to transport animals. At the
time, Delta Airlines released a
statement that “customers
have attempted to fly with
comfort turkeys ..., snakes,
spiders and more. Ignoring
the true intent of existing
rules governing the transport
of service and support ani-
mals can be a disservice to
customers who have real and
documented needs.” In my
opinion, Delta’s statement says
it all.

From the veterinary
standpoint, there are two ma-
jor issues with ESA classifica-
tion. The first starts with the
documentation required.
Several years ago, the original
forms that airlines required
had a section for veterinari-
ans to sign, stating they could
guarantee that this pet was
well-behaved and would show
no signs of aggression during
air travel. Very quickly, air-
lines had to change this state-
ment when veterinary orga-
nizations (such as the Ameri-
can Veterinary Medical Asso-
ciation) protested. It isim-
possible to make that guaran-
tee and it makes the signee
veterinarian liable for bite in-
cidents - because any individ-

ual (human or animal) might
very well lash out under
stressful circumstances. A
prominent Veterinary Behav-
ioralist Specialist likes to say,
“The question is not whether
this dog will bite, it’s under
what circumstances.” Very
rarely, dogs will just curl up
quietly in the corner when
they are feeling cornered,
anxious, fearful, stressed — at
some point, it is reasonable to
assume that they will, in fact,
seek a way out — and in doing
so, exhibit aggression behav-
ior that is actually quite rea-
sonable given the circum-
stances.

Thus, airlines changed the
form to require a veterinary
statement that “the pet owner
has indicated to me this pet
has not shown signs of ag-
gression and has never bit
anyone.” This statement pro-
voked less controversy in the
veterinary community, but I
know many vets who still
refuse to sign this, because it
has an implication that poten-
tially induces liability to the
signee (the veterinarian).

The second issue with ESA
classification occurs when the
pet owner asks the veterinar-
ian for “something to calm the
pet down” during travel, be-
cause he (the pet) is so anx-
ious. There’s an inherent
contradiction in this: How can
the ESA pet actually do the job
for which he is classified (i.e.,
provide emotional support to
a human) when he himself is
under a mind-altering med-
ication that quite often pro-
duces sedation? That’s akin to
drug warnings that state:
“Don’t operate heavy machin-
ery when taking this medica-
tion.” You can’t do your job
when you are mentally or
physically unable to do your
job. A properly-trained ser-
vice animal knows how to
provide their service under
stressful, loud and confusing
situations, remaining calm
and focused in their duties.

In any event, this
decision-making process for
pet owners and veterinarians
has just been clarified by the
Department of Transportation
in its recent ruling that emo-

You can read the specifics of the DOT Ruling at this link:
www.transportation.gov/sites/dot.gov/files/2020-12/Service%20Animal%20Final%20Rule.pdf

tional support animals are
recognized as pets, not service
animals. The goal of this
statement is to “ensure that ...
air transportation system is
safe for the traveling public
and accessible to individuals
with disabilities.”

The new statement pro-
vides a clear definition of a
service animal as “a dog that
has been trained to do work
or perform tasks for the bene-
fit of an individual with a dis-
ability, including a physical,
sensory, psychiatric, intellec-
tual, or other mental disabil-
ity.” It also provides some
specific key points in allowing
airline carriers to require a
harness/leash system, as well
as the requirement for a DOT-
generated form to attest to the
animal’s training, good be-
havior and health (including
current Rabies vaccination).
This form puts the responsi-
bility of this statement on the
owner, rather than the veteri-
narian. This ruling will take
effect most likely in January
2021.

Local residents flock to outdoor

While the Bay Area Region is
now under stricter stay-at-

locales during lockdown

Photo Jennifer Wake

home orders due to an up-
surge in coronavirus infec-

tions, outdoor parks and
recreation areas in Lamor-
inda are seeing a steady
stream of visitors enjoying the
mild winter weather. The
parking lots at Lafayette
Reservoir and Commons Park
in Moraga are regularly filled
on weekends, even with
masking restrictions that ap-
ply for park visitors. One 82-
year-old Lafayette resident,
who spends most days alone
in her apartment, says head-
ing to the Reservoir parking
lot to watch the sun sparkle
on the water while she eats
her lunch in her car is one of
her many joys during this dif-
ficult time. -]. Wake
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Lamorinda decks the halls

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Photos Pippa Fisher

Homes across Lamorinda are looking
extra festive right now. It seemed that
more and more folks were stringing
the lights a little earlier this year, in
an attempt to bring much needed light
and joy after a year sorely in need of

light and joy. In Lafayette’s Burton
Valley many homes were decked out,
some complete with musical
recordings and flashing lights.

- P. Fisher

Campolindo Leo Club spreads

holiday cheer

Photo provided
Leo Olivia, Leo Luca, Lion John and Lion Bob and Leo Marina

Submitted by Bob Murtagh

This the 20th year that the Leo Club
has wrapped and delivered Christmas
gifts to the patients at Moraga Post
Acute Rehabilitation Center in Rheem.
Normally the Leos and Lions would
deliver the gifts and sing Christmas
Carols with the patients. However, this

year the gifts were delivered at the
door to Leticia Trevino, social director
at the center in time for Christmas.

Hopefully next year things will re-
turn to normal.

The Leos and Lions are involved
in several local service projects. For
more information contact Bob
Murtagh at bobmurtagh@gmail.com.

Elementary students climbing

the walls during shelter-in-place

N

Photos provided

Third-grade twins Isaiah and Clara
Sargent, age 8, who have been taking
online classes through the Meher
School in Lafayette, have literally
been climbing the walls during their
shelter-in-place experience. “They
call their new hobbie ‘wedging,” said
mom, Carolyn Talmadge, “and have
been doing it often for the past two
weeks.” They started “wedging” after
seeing it done by the donkey in the
movie “The Star,” Talmadge ex-
plained.

—J. Wake
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David “Scott” Treter

December 1, 1970 - November 9, 2020

David “Scott” Treter of Lafayette, Calif., passed
away peacefully in his sleep on Nov. 9 at the
age of 49 after a nine-month battle with Sarcoma, a
rare form of cancer.

Scott was born Dec. 1, 1970 in Berkley, Calif.,
and raised in Orinda, Calif., where he attended Del
Rey Elementary School, Orinda Middle School
(OIS) and graduated from Miramonte High School
in 1989. He went on to the University of Southern
California (Fight On!) where he studied economics
in the entrepreneurship program and graduated in
1994. Scott then worked as Financial Advisor for
Morgan Stanley for 25 years.

A devoted husband, father, son, brother and
friend, Scott is survived by his wife of 19 years
Sharon DeLauer Treter, his son Nathan Cole Treter
(17), daughter Addison Nicole Treter (14), his parents Diana Ferry Treter and Douglas
Earl Treter of Orinda, Calif., his brother Jonathan Paul Treter of Denver, Colo., as well as
many loving aunts, uncles, cousins, nieces and nephews.

Sharon was the love of his life and they shared a 35-year friendship that eventually
“caught fire” after college. He was a staunch advocate and champion of his beloved
children and will always be remembered as an incredibly adventurous and loving father.

Scott loved the great outdoors and especially the beauty of Tahoe. True to his
warrior’s heart, his greatest passion was downhill mountain biking with friends, bombing
hills with the few who could keep up and snowboarding with his family. His sharp sense
of humor and playful nature was infectious, but his genuine, unconditional love and
support for others set him apart from the rest.

Scott will always be deeply loved by his family and an incredible tribe of lifelong
friends and clients.

Due to the Coronavirus no immediate memorial service is planned, but a
Celebration of Life will be held later next year.

il M\ CHOTYY
Glenn Jay Robak

August 16, 1943 — November 17, 2020
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lenn Robak passed away suddenly at age 77

in Houston, Texas. He was born in Richmond,
Calif., to Joseph Robak Jr. and Bernice Robak.

He was an avid Cal Bears fan, having attended
University of California at Berkeley where he
received a bachelor’s degree and followed by a
law degree. After university, Glenn met Carol
Thompson (Robak) at the YMCA in Richmond and
married in 1969. They moved to Moraga, Calif.,
where Glenn taught at Camino Pablo Elementary
School for 35 years, He was devoted to his students
and loved teaching academics and athletics to
Moraga children.

Glenn was a devoted family man and
loving husband to Carol Robak for 42 years
until she passed in 2011. For the final two years
of his life, he was a partner to Barbara Gorman. Glenn had many interests including
lighthouses, antiques, crossword puzzles. travel, football, tennis, museums and galleries.
He enjoyed cooking and often spent time exploring new recipes. Glenn enjoyed being
in his workshop, calling it his "happy place.” He was very handy with tools and enjoyed
helping others with their household projects. Glenn had a strong spirit, a silly sense
of humor, a loving/caring demeanor, and a love for life. He was always welcoming to
everyone who walked into his life. He had a remarkable ability to lift your spirits so that
you could thrive.

Glenn is survived by his children, Carrie Robak Gifford and her husband Michael
Ryan Gifford, and Jason Robak and his wife Marianne Green Robak, and grandchildren,
Joseph Robak and Caroline Robak. He is also survived by his sister Joan (Robak)
Ostenberg and her husband Gary Ostenberg and their children Kevin, Richard, and
Brian. He was an uncle to many nieces and nephews, close to many students in the
Moraga community, and had many wonderful longtime friends. He will be deeply missed
by family and friends. We are all forever changed by his presence in our lives. The
family will be hosting a celebration of Glenn’s life at a future date. In lieu of flowers,
contributions in memory of Glenn may be made to the American Heart Association at
https://www.heart.org, The Parish School at parishschool.org, or Assistance League Thrift
Shop at the Wayside Inn, Lafayette, Calif.

AL M @m@ffy

Jackie Reising

On Monday, Nov. 9, Jacqueline Jewell Reising
passed away at the age of 82 in Walnut Creek,
Calif. Jackie was born in Gary, Indiana to Pauline
and Edward Jewell, the eldest of three children.
She was a loving mother of three and took great
pleasure in being a doting grandmother. Jackie now
reunites with her late husband Paul Reising, after
49 years of marriage. While they lived all across
the country together, they considered Moraga,
Calif., their home.

Jackie was the consummate entertainer, the
woman with never-ending recipes and menus.
A meal at her house was never to be forgotten.
She had a passion for volunteering and was
active in service organizations, including the
Moraga Women’s Society, Garden Club and
Diablo Assistance League. She will be remembered as a class act—a charming, caring,
intelligent woman who loved her family around her.

She is survived by her brother, Richard, her children, Patti, Jenny, and John, and her
six loving grandchildren, Kendall, Rachel, Jake, Shannon, Nicole, and Olivia.

She was preceded in death by her husband Paul and her brother, Robert.
A gathering will be held in her honor when it is safe to do so. In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made to the Diablo Assistance League.

il
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‘ Not to be missed ‘ Not to be missed ‘ Not to be missed ‘ Not to be missed ‘

The Moraga Art Gallery
announces a new art exhibit,
“Spaces, Inside and Out” which
runs through Dec. 24. The gallery
is open Friday through Sunday,
noon to 3 p.m. and is currently
open Thursday through Sunday,
noon to 3 p.m. For information,
visit the Moraga Art Gallery
website:
https://moragaartgallery.com.

Lamorinda Arts Alliance
announces the exhibit "Tiny but
Mighty: Honoring RBG" at the Main
Street Arts Gallery in Martinez,
showcasing the artwork of 26
Lamorinda Arts Alliance member
artists. The work includes mixed
media, collage, photography,
monotype, oil and cold wax
medium, and paintings in
watercolor, oil and acrylic.
Lamorinda Art Alliance member
artist Ruth Stanton curated this
exhibit of abstract and
representational 2D artwork that is
bold and powerful just like Ruth
Bader Ginsburg. Pat Calabro, a
Pacheco resident, is our featured
artist. Her abstract digital acrylic
collages are bold and full of
intensity — so much intensity that
she finds she must tone down
areas to make places for the eye to
rest. Calabro exhibits her artwork
throughout the Bay Area and as far
away as in Ghent, Belgium. A
reception is tentatively scheduled
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday,
Jan. 9, pending Contra Costa
County COVID-19 regulations. The
show will also be available online
starting January 8 on the gallery
website:
https://www.mainstreetarts.net.
The Main Street Arts Gallery is
located at 613 Main Street in
Martinez, and is open Friday
through Saturday noon to 4 p.m.,
and Sunday 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

MUSIC

After a semester of successful
online rehearsals, boys with
unchanged voices are now being
considered for the San Francisco
Boys Chorus. Auditions will take
place online in the coming weeks.
Sign up at www.sfbc.org/auditions.
Until further notice rehearsal
locations in San Francisco, San
Rafael, San Mateo and Oakland are
closed, but training continues for
boys ages 5 to 12 online. For more
information visit
www.sfbc.org/auditions or call
(415) 861-7464.

Acalanes HS Instrumental
Virtual Winter Concert Dec. 17 at 7
p-m. Enjoy the amazing musical
talents of the Acalanes
Instrumental Bands this month!
Instrumental Music Director Ms.
Lauren Gibson will be showcasing
performances by each ensemble
(Jazz Ensemble, Concert Band,
Symphonic Band, Wind Ensemble,
and Orchestra) as well as chamber
music. Best of all, you can hear all
this beautiful music safely from the
comfort of your home via Zoom
video conference.
(https://auhsdschools.zoom.us/j
/88034652625) This concert is free
to the public but donations are
always welcomed! Look for more
details on
http://acalanesinstrumental
music.com or
http://ahsperformingarts.org.

LITERATURE

January 2021 events at Orinda
Books: Tues. Jan. 5, 4 p.m. Pat’s
Book Club will meet via Zoom to
discuss "Rules for Visiting" by
Jessica Frances Kane. All are
welcome. The book is available at
Orinda Books. To attend, phone
(925-254-7606) or email Orinda

Books (info@orindabooks.com)
giving your email address. You will
receive a link to the Jan. 5 event.
Orinda Books 276 Village Square,
Orinda, 925-254-7606,
www.orindabooks.com.

The Stanford Women’s Club of
the East Bay presents the 46th
Annual Books on Review program,
virtually this year, featuring four
Stanford authors speaking about
their books. Join us via Zoom on
Thursday, Jan. 28, 10 a.m. to noon.
Free, or make a donation to the
club’s scholarship fund for East
Bay Stanford women students.
Featuring: Alka Joshi, T'he Henna
Artist," Frances Dinkelspiel,
"Tangled Vines: Greed, Murder,
Obsession, and an Arsonist in the
Vineyards of California," Daniel
Mason, "A Registry of My Passage
Upon the Earth, "Angie Kim,
"Miracle Creek.” Register online at
http://alumni.stanford.
edu/goto/bor2021. You will need to
create a username and password.
You do not need a Stanford
affiliation. A link to the Zoom
webinar will be sent before the
event.

OTHER

Community Concern for Cats’
Holiday Giving Tree Fundraiser is
continuing through Dec. 31. This
end-of-the-year event will raise
funds for its Cat Hospital where it
provides spay/neuter services and
medical attention for your
neighborhood’s homeless and
abandoned cats and kittens. To
show your compassion, please
donate online at
communityconernforcats.org, their
Facebook page or go to their thrift
shop, Rescued Treasures, 1270
Newell Ave., Walnut Creek, and
purchase an ornament from their
countertop tree, and have in hung
on their Giving Tree in the window

with gratitude. This
34-year-old-cat rescue organization
has spayed/ neutered and given
medical attention to over 3,000 cats
this year. It has found loving
homes for 645 cats in 11 months.

Christmas Eve Community Event.
Dec. 24, 3:45 p.m. Our Saviors
Lutheran Church and Creekside
Commons host an outdoor,
drive-in, Christmas celebration for
the whole household or your
COVID bubble. Bundle up the kids,
fill a thermos full of hot cocoa, pick
up some battery-powered tea
lights, and grab a parking space at
1035 Carol Lane Entry B in
Lafayette. Tune your radio to 99.9
FM for a carol sing with local
Singer/Songwriter Laura Zucker,
and ground your holidays in the
spirit of Christmas with Pastor
Dan. A pdf of the song sheets are
available for download at
www.oslc.net.

GARDEN

The Montelindo Garden Club
January meeting begins Friday Jan.
15 at 10 a.m. on Zoom. Everyone is
welcome. Presentation: Inviting
pollinators in; Speaker: Janet Sluis.
Janet Sluis is a well-known
horticulturist specializing in
organic, low water, regionally
appropriate, easy-care plants. She
is the Sunset Western Garden
Collection’s curator and plant
expert. Sluis will speak about what
people can do to address declining
bird and insect populations by
selecting appropriate plants and
trees, including those that will
provide year-round habitat and
food sources. To request a Zoom
link to attend this meeting, email:
montelindogarden@aol.com

The Orinda Garden Club, along
with several other Bay Area garden

clubs, together are sponsoring a
free, virtual symposium: Bay
Visions 2021: “The Power of Plants
Will Protect the Bay.” Please join us
for this discussion on Jan. 13, 9:30
a.m. - 11:30 a.m., for an inspiring
look at adaption, regeneration, and
the powerful role plants play in
mitigating the challenges facing
San Francisco Bay. Speakers
include Karina Nielsen, Professor
and Director, Estuary & Ocean
Science Center, San Francisco State
University; Dr. Katharyn Boyer,
biology professor at San Francisco
State University’s Estuary & Ocean
Science Center; and Josie Iselin,
author of The Curious World of
Seaweed. Register (for free) here:
www.eventbrite.com/e/bay-visions-
tickets-127648342629

We invite you to join our zoom
meeting of the Walnut Creek
Garden Club on January 11. Our
business meeting starts at 10 a.m.,
and our speaker presentation will
begin at approximately 10:30 a.m.
We are pleased to announce that
Brian Kemble, Curator at Ruth
Bancroft Gardens since 1980, will
showcase the iconic plants of the
Ruth Bancroft Gardens. Mr.
Kemble is highly regarded in the
horticultural world and is a prolific
writer and lecturer on drought
tolerant plants. His column “On
the Dry Side” has appeared in
several local newspapers. To join
us, please contact our Co-President,
Maureen Little at
mslittle44@gmail.com for your
zoom invitation.

Please submit events:
calendar@lamorinda
weekly.com
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Maeaga Vall ey Presbyterian Chusch

mvpce
JOIN US SUNDAYS
9:30 AM ON THE PATIO

OR ONLINE AT MYPCTODAY.ORG

oy

Lafayette United Methodist Church
Go to to our YouTube Channel:
Love LUMC
for small-batch, home-grown, curated
worship playlists and more inspiration

Lamorinda’s Religious Services

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
An Open, Affirming & Loving Community
Virtual service at Sun. 9:00 AM
If someone would like to be added to our Zoom invitation

please call 925-284-7420 or email cathy.w@stanselms.ws
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, www.stanselms.ws

s

OUR SAVIORS
LUTHIERAMN

Join us!
9:30 AM Sunday Livestream at OSLC.NET
11:00 AM SUNDAY DRIVE IN WORSHIP
Anytime on our YouTube Channel.

1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette, CA 94549 | (925) 283-3722 | spirit@oslc.net

CHURCH

We’re all in this
TOGETHER!

Join us for worship online

Surzf!r;yj at 9 a.m.
ar !'-!'.i‘.i'_l-' f!lﬂ.f-f.’ _]-"-I".n' il "T..U.!'-.'i.l'f}.'r

Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian Church

49 Knox Drive - Lafayette, CA - (g25) 283-B722

==

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422

www.holyshepherd.org

ONLINE WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Facebook Premiere Community Worship
every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Go to
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/

Sunday Worship Services are accessible at
our website at about 10:15 a.m. each Sunday
(after they have premiered on Facebook).
Visit our website to access the current
and recent sermons.

WILLOWSPR)NG

Practical biblical teaching, contemporary
worship, come as you are.

www.willowspringchurch.com
1689 School St. Moraga | 925-376-3550

10:45 AM Sunday Service

D)

-y

ST MARK’S CHURCH
OF ORINDA & MORAGA

Sunday Service at 10 a.m.

451 Moraga Way, Orinda
www.stmarksorinda.org |
All Are Welcome

(925) 254-5965

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

All are welcome to our on-line services

Sunday Service
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm
See website and join us through Zoom
www.christianscienceorinda.org

10-11T am
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Rowing through the pandemic

Matty Shepherd, Head of the Oak Regatta, at San Pablo Reservoir on Oct. 17.

By Jon Kingdon

Rowing (crew) is a sport
whose origins reach back to
Ancient Egyptian times. Mod-
ern rowing as a competitive
sport can be traced to the
early 17th century when races
(regattas) were held between
professional watermen on the
River Thames in London.
Since 1974, the Oakland
Strokes rowing club has car-
ried on this tradition for mid-
dle and high school students
on the Oakland Estuary.

In March, with the onset
of the coronavirus, the staff of
Oakland Strokes, utilizing
great anticipation and perspi-
cacity, quickly realized that
eight-person crews would not
be at all workable with the
anticipated social distancing
rules. According to Dana
Hooper, the executive director
at Oakland Strokes, “We had a
group discussion about what
was happening with the coro-
navirus and someone men-
tioned only using single boats.
I can’t claim that I had that
moment of clarity but I im-
mediately put in an order for
more singles. We may have
been the first club to put in a
big order and we soon went

UGSF Benioff Children’s Hospitals

Sports Medicine Center for Young Athletes

from 16 single boats to 30. We
had to get creative putting all
of the other boats into the
nooks and crannies of our
boat house to be able to fit in
the new boats, but it’s defi-
nitely been worth it.”

Rowing in an eight-person
boat and then rowing as a
single is a major change for
the rowers. “It’s a huge ad-
justment,” said Hooper. “It’s a
little bit like trying to learn
how to write with a different
hand.”

Steve Stewart, a native
Australian who has coached
all over the world, has been
the Director of Men’s Rowing
at Oakland Strokes since 2019
and lives in Orinda. He saw
firsthand the initial difficultly
some of the rowers had in ad-
justing to a single boat. “The
first six weeks, there were a
number of kids that were
falling out of the boats, though
none in the last six weeks,”
Stewart said. “There also had
to be a bit of a mind shift. In
the eight-man boat, the pres-
sure is on you to not let your
teammates down. In the sin-
gle, the pressure is to not let
yourself down.”

Danielle DeFrancisci, a
junior at Campolindo, has

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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been rowing with Oakland
Strokes since the seventh
grade, used her experience to
adjust to the demands put on
her in the single boat. “It was
somewhat difficult,” DeFran-
cisco said, “but I already had
the foundation and rowing
has taught me to tackle new
challenges by being coachable
and open to criticism so I was
able to pick it up rather
quickly.”

Even with a grandfather,
a father and two brothers who
were rowers along with an
uncle who rowed in the
Barcelona Olympics, Matty
Shepherd, a senior at
Acalanes, did not join Oakland
Strokes until his junior year
only at the urging of a friend
and describes it now as “one
of the best experiences of my
life.”

In a sport that demands
extreme effort and discipline,
the camaraderie in the eight-
man boat is what allows the
rowers to fight through what
Stewart concedes “is not an
easy or really fun sport.”

It’s the group mentality
that Shepherd found most
satisfying, “You don’t want to
let down your coaches and
teammates. If you don’t like to

=
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Shirley DeFrancisci, DeF-Stop Photography  Danielle DeFrancisci rowing during the Tail of the Turkey Regatta, at the Oakland

Estuary on Nov. 21.

work hard, it’s not the right
sport for you. You just fight
through it and you figure that
out on your own.”

Shepherd is one of those
who has yet to fall out of the
single boat, and accepted the
challenge of rowing in a single
head-on. “I had to restart be-
cause sculling in the single
boat (sweeping in the eight-
man boat) is a new stroke, but
the hardest part was learning
to balance in the boat. Even
though I am pushing myself in
the single, we are all close
enough to be able to hear each
other and are able to work to-
gether that way.”

The ability of the rowers
to adjust to the new condi-
tions has been a key to the
success of the program
through these difficulties.
“I've been pleased at the re-
siliency of the kids,” said
Hooper. They’re not in the
same boat together but
metaphorically they are, in
that they are all trying to do
the same thing.”

Cooper Alford, a senior at
Campolindo, has been rowing
for nearly five years and is
one of the most senior rowers
at Oakland Strokes, so for him
it was not quite as difficult to

adjust to the single boats: “I
had some experience with
singles. However, even some
of the seniors struggled ini-
tially with it. In a single boat,
when you make a change, it’s
immediately apparent. You
have to have the right posture
with sharper, cleaner rowing
strokes. ’'m more than certain
that this will translate well
when we get back to eight-
man boats.”

Even though the rowers
are putting in the same effort
they did prior to the pan-
demic, the competitions and
regattas were canceled, much
to the dismay of everyone.
“That’s one of the big things I
missed,” Shepherd said.
“From getting on the bus with
the team and being together
and enjoying each other’s
company. Now we get in
trouble if we get within six
feet of each other. It’s totally
different.”

To compensate for the
lack of regattas, Oakland
Strokes put on their own com-
petitions among themselves
with the single boats. The last
race for the fall season was on
Dec. 12, though the weather
did not cooperate.

... continued on Page C2
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Music Lessons

Fun Piano Lessons

Learn your favorite song! | teach
Certificate of Merit. BM & MM in
Piano. Lessonsin your home.
925-984-8322. lynnf253@gmail.com

| House Cleaning

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.
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Email to: classified@lamorindaweekly.com

Real Estate

NEED TO SELL YOUR HOUSE?
We'll buy “AS IS” condition, all
CASH offer, NO closing costs,
NO realtor commissions!
Call now: 925-800-7510
info@discoverpropertysolutions.com
www.discoverpropertysolutions.com

# Quetzal Handﬁman

NO JOBTOO SMALL
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§ concrete, driveways & more...
Please call Carlos Toledo
510-689-7490

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

WE HOP TO IT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters
Cliff 510-697-1125
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Rowing through the pandemic

... continued from Page C1

“The water was so rough that
we were joking that it was the
perfect metaphor for 2020,”
said Hooper. “We had to
move the race to a different
part of the estuary so that we
could get into the wind
shadow. We persevered and
were able to hold the races.”
Prior to the pandemic,
Oakland Strokes would have
over 200 kids out on the water
in the afternoon through the
day with slightly staggered
starting times. For Hooper, it’s

been a logistical nightmare
planning for practices for
eight people at a time as op-
posed to just having everyone
show up at once. “It was a
heavy lift but it’s been very
rewarding.”

There is no halfway com-
mitment to the sport with all
of the demands it makes on
the rowers. “Prior to the pan-
demic, we would go six days a
week,” said Shepherd. “Now
we only go in four days a
week but I use the ergometer
(rowing machine) when I
don’t go to the boathouse.”

Oakland Strokes has been
very conscientious about do-
ing what they can to avoid any
exposure to the virus. “There
have been no outbreaks at the
facility,” said Stewart. “We’ve
been very strict. No one is al-
lowed there without a mask
and all hands are sanitized.”

Time management is an
essential for the rowers. “This
is the first year that we have
had morning practices,” said
Alford. “Waking up at five af-
ter doing homework late the
night before can be brutal. It
does keep you driven and

www.lamorindaweekly.com

motivated and to work hard
and then get right on to the
next thing to focus on.”

So what is it that keeps
them all coming back for
more? For DeFrancisci, “It’s
learning how to manage the
pain by convincing yourself
that you are not at your maxi-
mum effort and to go places
you never thought you could
and to work harder than you
ever thought you could.”

For Shepherd, it’s both the
challenge and the serenity of
rowing. “Being on the water
in the morning with just you
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and the boat, it’s very peace-
ful,” Shepherd said. “There
were days where I got in the
boat and had a feeling that
made me forget everything.
Where I could look down the
gunwale at my friends and re-
alize that we had never rowed
that good before and yell and
laugh at our success. Where
we would get to the end of the
estuary, look out at the sun
setting beautifully over the
San Francisco skyline and just
enjoy life, only to row all the
way back to the boathouse
moments later.”

HOP ORINDA

Happy Holidays,
from Orinda Books!

Serving Lamorinda since 1976

Gifts & Music
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Books,

Orinda

"‘h.__
. -'I

Exquisite
selection
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arrangements
for the
holidays!!!
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HOME & GARDEN
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Orinda Village Antiques
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401K Rollover Specialists
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian
Home (and garden) for the holidays!

Arizona Roses will continue to bloom until
January pruning.
By Cynthia Brian

“I will honor Christmas in my heart and try to
keep it all year!” ~ Charles Dickens, “A Christ-
mas Carol”

One sentiment was universal this season in
the holiday cards and emails ... hope for a safe,
healthy, prosperous future. This has been a
year of enormous challenges, chaos, and crisis
amid a frightening pandemic that rendered
many people feeling hopeless and helpless.
Even with shelter-in-place mandates and
Zooming taking the place of “being there,” re-
silience will rule the roost as we celebrate at
home during the holidays.

Gardening has seen a rise in popularity
throughout this year as people craved fresh air
while social distancing. Farm fresh food graced
the city tables after fruits, vegetables, and
herbs were planted by first time gardeners.

Green thumbs were grown!

Every day those who tend gardens work
hand in hand with Mother Nature. As the
Grand Dame, she is always in charge. Garden-
ers are her faithful stewards, nurturing the
land that feeds our bodies while clothing our
spirits with beauty, fragrance, and spiritual
wellness. As the earth settles down for its win-
ter nap, we also slow our pace in our outdoor
spaces with preparations for the at-home holi-
day celebrations and a new year.

Being in a garden provides relief from
stress and lowers blood pressure. Gardening
transports us to another realm where nature
charts the course. Even looking at a beautiful
photograph of nature will enhance your mood
and elevate your joy.

I have spent more hours in my garden
these past few months than ever before. No
matter how well I know my landscape, it is
ever-changing, never ceasing to amaze and
awe me. My body is getting extra exercise from
hauling redwood chips to my barren hillsides
to stop erosion and enrich the soil. When it be-
gan to rain, I fertilized and planted more
perennials including guara and golden breath
of heaven plus more bulbs for next season.
Jonquils are already blooming with their heady
fragrance wafting through the chillier air. Aza-
leas and rhododendrons have burst into bloom
and the cyclamen pops with luminous colors.
The delicate orange persimmons dangling
from the almost leafless branches and the
glimmering red pomegranates masquerading
as ornaments hanging on the tree fill me with
wonder at their annual holiday display. Both
delicious and nutritious, they are my Decem-
ber garden gifts.

This is a good time to cut branches from
redwood, pine, fir, or other low-hanging
conifers to swag staircases and doors with
fresh garlands. This practice accomplishes two

Lamorinda Home Sales .. read on Page D2

goals: 1) you get free, fresh holiday greenery
and 2) you are preventing future fire-laddering
by removing the branches.

For those unable to celebrate in person
with families scattered far and wide, this will
be a quieter, less ebullient Christmas. Yet the
magic of the season will buoy hearts as we an-
ticipate a vaccine allowing us to gather in 2021.

Devote a few hours to hoe, hoe, hoe and
the melancholy of the past 10 months will help
you carol ho, ho, ho even while you observe
the holidays home alone.

Waving a magical virtual wand over your
home and garden, I wish you a blessed, safe,
and healthy holiday.

We’ll be together again next year with
faith, hope, and love!

Happy gardening. Happy growing. Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year!

Photos Cynthia Brian
Bright red pomegranates resemble

ornaments hanging on the tree.



During this time of vyear,

we can't help but think of
how grateful we are for all of our clients, friends, and family.
Lamorinda, a place we call home, is so special and unique,
that we love introducing L
to others and vvelcommg
them as new neighbors to
our community. On the
surface, it may seem that
we are only in the business
of helping people find or

sell their home, but we are [0
also introducing and educating people to the special
nuances that each town has to offer.

As so many families and
friends are brought together
during this magical time of
year we want to remind you
that it's about  being
together, making those

lasting memories, catching
up during a walk around the reservoir, creating that favorite
family dish with a child, or repeating that silly holiday story for
the umpteenth time. The holidays are a time to reflect, relax
and rejoice.

GLENN BEAUBELLE
KELLIE BEAUBELLE
LYNN MoLLoy
NANCY STRYKER

925.254.1212
TheBeaubelleGroup.com

Email:
Glenn@TheBeaubelleGroup.com

Page: D2  OUR HOMES  925-377-0977 Wednesday, Dec. 23, 2020

Lamorinda home sales recorded

City Last reported Lowest amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE 16 $594,000 $2,510,000
MORAGA 8 $737,500 $2,695,000
ORINDA 7 $1,025,000 $3,300,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

3402 Black Hawk Road, $1,485,000, 3 Bdrms, 1835 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 11-03-20,
Previous Sale: $1,238,000, 01-26-16

3172 Camino Colorados, $2,510,000, 5 Bdrms, 3206 SqFt, 2016 YrBlt, 11-04-20,
Previous Sale: $838,000, 07-01-09

1207 Camino Vallecito, $2,250,000, 6 Bdrms, 4185 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 11-02-20,
Previous Sale: $1,795,000, 03-14-15

1070 Carol Lane, $1,220,000, 3 Bdrms, 1728 SqFt, 1979 YrBIt, 11-03-20,
Previous Sale: $275,000, 08-20-98

3281 Isola Way, $1,301,000, 3 Bdrms, 2719 SqFt, 1984 YrBlt, 11-06-20,
Previous Sale: $1,075,000, 09-13-15

3267 Marlene Drive, $594,000, 2 Bdrms, 1160 SqFt, 1972 YrBIt, 11-04-20,
Previous Sale: $157,500, 06-22-99

1308 Martino Road, $1,210,000, 3 Bdrms, 1865 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 11-03-20

1209 Monticello Road, $1,220,000, 3 Bdrms, 1573 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 11-02-20

14 Northridge Lane, $2,005,000, 4 Bdrms, 3186 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 11-03-20,
Previous Sale: $1,743,000, 07-13-10

3132 Sandalwood Court, $1,550,000, 4 Bdrms, 1599 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 11-04-20,
Previous Sale: $1,062,000, 09-13-13

3546 Silver Springs Road, $2,195,000, 3 Bdrms, 1834 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 11-06-20,
Previous Sale: $1,695,500, 02-29-16

3445 Solana Court, $2,400,000, 4 Bdrms, 3359 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 11-03-20,
Previous Sale: $2,250,000, 04-09-18

1024 Via Nueva, $2,355,000, 4 Bdrms, 3723 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 11-05-20,
Previous Sale: $110,000, 06-01-91

1107 Via Roble, $1,550,000, 3 Bdrms, 3264 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 11-02-20

11 Westminster Place, $1,120,000, 3 Bdrms, 1968 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 11-06-20,
Previous Sale: $122,500, 10-01-79

3265 Wooded Creek Lane, $1,225,000, 4 Bdrms, 2031 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 11-06-20,
Previous Sale: $297,000, 07-01-91

MORAGA

1379 Camino Peral #B, $737,500, 3 Bdrms, 1716 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 11-03-20,
Previous Sale: $300,000, 08-27-01

3972 Campolindo Drive, $1,320,000, 3 Bdrms, 1756 SqFt, 1972 YrBIt, 11-05-20

12 Crockett Drive, $1,975,000, 4 Bdrms, 3012 SqFt, 1987 YrBlt, 11-04-20,
Previous Sale: $1,190,000, 06-02-11

2 Crockett Drive, $2,500,000, 4 Bdrms, 3453 SqFt, 1988 YrBlt, 11-02-20,
Previous Sale: $1,180,000, 07-16-01

152 Danefield Place, $1,825,000, 4 Bdrms, 2055 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 11-02-20,
Previous Sale: $1,440,000, 08-21-17

208 Fronteras Drive, $2,031,000, 4 Bdrms, 3270 SqFt, 2016 YrBlt, 11-02-20

3933 Paseo Grande, $1,345,000, 4 Bdrms, 2341 SqFt, 1969 YrBlt, 11-03-20

8 Southard Court, $2,695,000, 5 Bdrms, 4152 SqFt, 1999 YrBIt, 11-05-20,
Previous Sale: $2,230,000, 03-19-14

ORINDA

10 Bates Boulevard, $1,415,000, 4 Bdrms, 2030 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 11-03-20,
Previous Sale: $1,275,000, 07-06-17

32 Candle Terrace, $3,300,000, 4 Bdrms, 4856 SqFt, 1990 YrBlt, 11-03-20,
Previous Sale: $3,140,000, 11-13-18

4 Candlestick Road, $1,900,000, 3 Bdrms, 2375 SqFt, 1978 YrBlt, 11-02-20,
Previous Sale: $1,117,000, 08-14-13

705 Ironbark Court, $2,400,000, 3 Bdrms, 3858 SqFt, 1986 YrBlt, 11-04-20,
Previous Sale: $1,700,000, 11-26-13

48 La Vuelta, $1,025,000, 5 Bdrms, 2129 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 11-05-20,
Previous Sale: $325,000, 03-01-88

60 Southwood Drive, $1,925,000, 3 Bdrms, 2505 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 11-02-20,
Previous Sale: $810,000, 12-06-10

57 Van Ripper Lane, $1,530,000, 3 Bdrms, 1966 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 11-04-20,
Previous Sale: $870,000, 08-10-00
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20 Hacienda Circle $3,825,000
6 Bedrooms/6 Baths, 8063 sq. ft. State of the art, architecturally
designed craftsmen estate.
Melanie Snow /Laura Abrams
925-360-0344/510-697-3225
20haciendacircle.com Lic#00878893/01272382
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10 Chelton Court  $1,300,000 1201 Cambridge $3,195,000

3 Bedrooms/ 2.5Baths. Del Rey rancher

with to roam/expand on 0.49-acre parcel including an extra 600 sq ft Guest Cottage
Mary Beth MacLennan/Tony Conte

925-324-6246/925-708-1396
10CheltonCt.com

Melanie Snow
925-360-03440

Lic #01480008/00959101 www.1201cambridge.com Lic #0878893

' 3 [ " .

315 Constance Place $1,780,000 142 Ascot Court, #3
4 Bedrooms/2.5 Baths. Perfect for enter- 2 Beds/ 2 Baths

. ’ " Fabulously updated cozy condo
taining with pool, spa, koi pond & more.
9 P P P Mary Beth MacLennan/Tony Conte

Michelle Holcenberg 925-324-0405 9925-324-6246/925-708-1396
Lic #01373412 142ascotct3.com

$499,000

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

4 Beds/ 3 Baths. Happy Valley Elegance

Lic #01480008/00950101 NUP://bitly/3744CPz

2 Camino Del Cielo $2,288,000 $799,000
4 Beds/ 3.5 Baths. 4083 sq. ft Flat .87
ac panoramic view lot, pool and hot tub!
Melanie Snow

925-360-03440

www.1201cambridge.com

34 El Toyonal
3 Bedrooms/2 Baths
Mid-century modern on large lot.

510-697-3225
Lic#01272382

Laura Abrams

Lic #0878893 represented buyer

Lafayette

1 Dead Horse Canyon Rd $2,495,000 1076 Serrano Court $1,485,000
Ultimate Shelter in Place Home! 3 Beds/ 2 Baths. Quintessential Lafayette
Barn serves as ADU rancher with Farmhouse style charm.
Suzanne Geoffrion/Dick Holt

925-699-4832/925-297-9150 S10-097- 0225
1deadhorsecanyon.com  Lic #01878803/00827803 Ic

Laura Abrams

Berkeley

Martinez
""-..‘ E g

Sl
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109 Strathmoor Dr

$1,998,000
2 Beds/ 2.5 Baths. 2662 sq. ft. designed by
world-renowned architect, Stanley Saitowitz!

Shellie Kirby 925-872-4257
Lic #01251227

95 Hampton Rd $1,695,000
5 Beds/ 3.2 Baths. 5.12-acre estate.
Horse barn, 2 corrals, tack room, & more.

Shellie Kirby 925-872-4257
Lic #01251227

Coldwell Banker Orinda
5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925-253-4600

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. Real
estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Realty are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2020 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned
offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. B&x



ARRIVING
S CHOAN

VANGUARD PROPERTIES

=7

IN LAMORINDA

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT

Regional Director Ron Mintz

925.872.0968

ron@vanguardproperties.com

DRE# 01095341

VANGUARDPROPERTIES.COM

DRE#01486075

L LEVERAGE

GLOBAL PARTNERS
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Feng Shui

Wednesday, December 23, 2020

Lighting 101 and the Fire Element

By Michele Duffy

Winter’s chilly temps typically
drive us indoors as the days
grow shorter and the nights
longer and colder. Any winter,
but especially this year, our col-
lective craving of more light,
warmth, illumination, and the
promise of a better time ahead
are particularly pronounced.
Light lights the way and com-
forts us in ways anew in 2020,
but one thing is always present
in light and that is an uplifting of
any dreariness associated with
the winter season and warmth to
keep us cozy.

We all have experienced the
“atmosphere” candles create
around our dining tables or in
our homes and this quality of
light is also unique. Incorporat-
ing the warmth of the Fire Ele-
ment in winter addresses our
human capacity for comfort and
will go a long way to balance out
the home environment for max-
imum enjoyment — especially
with so many of us spending
more time at home in 2020.
Without the Fire Element in our

Photos provided

homes, and the expansive en-
ergy this element delivers, they
can become dull and cold. Re-
member, that Feng Shui doesn’t
dictate right or wrong; instead, it
invites us to trust our own intu-
ition about what is working or
not working in our space and
then asks us to have the courage
to make changes as they arise.
Fire Element of Bagua summary:
- Fire rules the Fame/Reputation
Bagua area;
- Fame and Reputation relates to
how powerful we are, what we
want illuminated or what we
want to be known for;
- Fame and Reputation rules our
hearts and blood pressure;
- The Fire Element is represented
by the very active color red;
- The Fire Element represents
passion, anger, spontaneity and
movement;
- The Fire Element is represented
by the triangle, and also spiky
shapes;
- Since Wood creates Fire, layer-
ing cacti or “firestick” plants is
excellent;

... continued on Page D6



AFTERA YEAR
LIKE THIS,
WE COULD USE
SOME EXTRA

HAPPY HOLIDAY

2020 Transactions

18 Daisy Lane, Orinda

511 Kiki, Pleasant Hill

117 Southwind, Pleasant Hill
1146 Upper Happy Valley Road
257 Ivy Place, Orinda

863 Camino Ricardo, Moraga
222 Overhill Road, Orinda

925.980.3829

ShannonConnercom

villageassociates.com | @villageassociates | 925.254.0505 | It's Village. Of Course.

WISHES.

Happy Holidays to all of my
buyers, sellers, fellow agents,
friends, and neighbors.

2020 Transactions

3226 Lucas Circle, Lafayette
112 Canon Dr, Orinda

95 Camino Encinas, Orinda
1091 Pereira Road, Martinez
46 Martha Road, Orinda

2 Middle Road, Lafayette

172 Glorietta Blvd., Orinda

DRE# 01885058

Shannon®@ ShannonConner.com Villageassociates.com

925.254.0505 shannon conner

ASSOCIATES




HELLE
OLCENBE

REALTOR

HOME IS MORE
IMPORTANT THAN EVER

Thankful now more than ever for our
wonderful community. From my family
to yours, wishing everyone safe and
healthy holidays.

www.holcenberg.com

a8

Michelle Holcenberg

Coldwell-Banker Top 100 SF Bay Area

michelle@holcenberg.com
925-324-0405
BRE #01373412

©2018 Coldwell Barker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldvel Banker® is a egistered trademarklicensed to Coldvell Banker Real Estate LLC. Ap Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker ResidentiaBrokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary 6f NRTLLC. Real estate agents affated vith Coldiell Banke Residential Brokerage
areindependent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLG,ColdWel Banker Residenixal Brokerage'or NRT LLC. CaIBRE License #01908304.
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Wednesday, Sept. 2, 2020

Lighting 101 and the Fire Element

... continued from Page D4

- Fire is generally yang or activat-
ing, but fireplaces, candlelight or
house lights are examples of Yin
or calmer Fire;
- Fire elements direction is south
and energetically directed
upward;
- Fire element represents the
sunny summer season;
- Fire element-infused décor in-
cludes red throws, blankets and
pillows.
- Candles create atmosphere of
warmth, gathering together and
sharing, an accessible common
sense Fire Element fix for long
wintry months.
- All light fixtures should function
safely and be replaced when
needed;
- Fire element electrical systems
correspond to our heart health.
Why would we turn our at-
tention in our homes to the Fame
and Reputation Bagua area? If
you want to be recognized for
your skills or talents, if you are
publishing a book, if you lack
clarity or passion, if you want to
be rewarded as an employee, if
you want to improve how others

perceive you, or if you feel inac-
tive or lackluster, then Fame is
where we begin.

These characteristics of the
Fame and Reputation area apply
to both professional and personal
arenas. Remember that when we
address a specific Bagua area we
audit the back center area of our
home, master bedroom and gar-
den or yard. Visualize what you
want to manifest in great detail,
incorporate a vision board or
place images of your goals as a
way to activate this Bagua area.
Placing the color red or triangles
or candles in these locations will
activate the Fame area as well.

Since the Fire Element is so
Yang or strongly activating, exer-
cise caution when using it. A little
goes a long way. Fire also has a
complicated relationship with a
few of the other elements. In
these Bagua areas use the Fire El-
ement very purposely, but not in
the kitchen where we already
have a strong Fire element in the
stove.

However you introduce
warming Fire Element this year,
may it lift your spirits and warm
your hearts this holiday season!
Peace on Earth!

Michele Duffy, BTB M.E.S. is an Orinda resident who, since 1999, enjoys
creating “Space as Medicine” Feng Shui one space at a time, as well as hiking
in nature, cooking, and spending time with her family; Canyon Ranch Feng
Shui Master, International Feng Shui Guild (IFSG) Red Ribbon Professional. To
schedule a professional 2020 Feng Shui Consultation, contact Michele at (520)
647-4887 or send an email to spaceharmony@gmail.com. Visit

mandalafengshui.com.




ALL I WANT FOR CHRISTMAS...... COMPASS

A TIMELESS & TRADITIONAL HAPPY VALLEY TREASURE'
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1 @
1191 Camino Vallecito, Lafayette - ;c?
5 Bed - 3 Full Bath / 2 Half Bath - *+ 3,821 Sq Ft - £.69 Acre - $3,250,000 °o Q°

1191CaminoVallecito.com

The holidays may look a little different
this year though the love and spirit
carries on. Please stay cozy while you're
at home for the holidays.

BRYDON & IVES

Bl Ay BPETATE TEAW

Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives
925.285.8336
bi@brydonivesteam.com
brydonivesteam.com

DRE 01408025 | 01367466

Happy Holidays.

From our Families to Yours,
Lisa & Kristi

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed
reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already
listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.




Paddy Kehoe Team PAS

PADDY KEHOE TEAM

3980 Woodsite Ct, Lafayette $1,575,000 50 Charles Hill Rd, Orinda $2,100,000 10 Rheem.BIvd, Orinda $1,887,000
Represented Buyers | 4 bed | 2.5 bath | 2,534 SF Represented Buyers | 5 bed | 3 bath | 3,013 SF Represented Buyers | 5 bed | 3 bath | 3,439 SF

2. .'-r?;_;_
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649 Vine Hill Way, Martinez $1,400,000 3 Briones Vw, Orinda $1,461,000 18 Charles Hill Cir, Orinda $3,450,000
Represented Buyers | 4 bed | 4 bath | 3,564 SF Represented Buyers | 3 bed | 2 bath | 1,477 SF Represented Buyers | 5 bed | 5.5 bath | 6,137 SF

8 Vlsta Via, Lafayette $1,250,000 3885 Los Arabis Dr, Lafayette $2,410,000 1045 Timothy Ln, Lafayette $2,180,000
Represented Seller | 3 bed | 2 bath | 1,337 SF Represented Seller | 5 bed | 4 bath | 3,426 SF Represented Seller | 5 bed | 3.5 bath | 3,320 SF

Paddy Kehoe

925.878.5869
paddy@paddykehoeteam.com
DRE 01894345

Mary Staten

925.890.6875
mary.staten@compass.com
DRE 01947354

Leslie Lomond

650.799.2110
leslie.lomond@compass.com
DRE 01968517

Brittany Hogan

925.233.9061
brittany@paddykehoeteam.com
DRE 01990287

Dave Schurhoff

9259979569
dave.schurhoff@compass.com
- DRE 01834201

Christine Frazier

925.550.2130
christinefrazier@compass.com
DRE 01949722




2020 Year in Review I

PADDY KEHOE TEAM

32 Sleepy Hollow Ln, Orinda $2,035,000 1045 Los Arabis Ln, Lafayette $1,800,000 1092 Sanders Dr, Moraga i $1,410,000
Represented Seller | 5 bed | 3 bath | 2,306 SF Represented Seller | 4 bed | 2 bath | 2,306 SF Represented Seller | 4 bed | 2.5 bath | 1,886 SF

7 Butler Dr, Lafayette $2,200,000
Represented Seller | 3 bed | 2.5 bath | 3,606 SF

1985 Reliez Valley Rd, Lafayette $1,650,000 1581 Huston Rd, Lafayette
Represented Seller | 4 bed | 3 bath | 3,078 SF Represented Seller | 4 bed | 3.5 bath | 3,199 S

'I'IO_I\."'

1418 Rehez VaIIey Rd Lafayette - S1 720 000 23 Coffee Berry Ln, Orinda $2,375,000 3 Songbird Ct, Lafayette $749 000
Represented Seller | 6 bed | 3 bath | 2,765 SF Represented Seller | 4 bed | 4.5 bath | 3,512 SF Represented Seller | 2 bed | 1 bath | 766 SF

11 Sellers 12 Buyers $40+ Million in Sales

There is still strong buyer demand due to low inventory and historically low interest rates.
Call us to get your home ready for what should be a hot 2021 spring market.

e: paddy@paddykehoeteam.com m: 925.878.5869

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is
compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages
are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.



SORAYA GOLESORKHI
REALTOR®

HAPPY SELLERS:

1000 Circle Creek, Lafayette
11 Francisca Drive, Moraga
972 Carol Lane, Lafayette

215 La Espiral, Orinda
(Co-listed w/Nancy Booth)

1600 Oakmont Drive #4, Walnut Creek
(Represented Buyer and Seller)

59 Martha Road, Orinda
(Co-listed w/Nancy Booth)

1146 Nogales Street, Lafayette
(Co-listed w/Nancy Booth)

14 Edmund Court, Walnut Creek

5143 Coach Dr., El Sobrante-Richmond

HAPPY BUYERS:
38 Buckingham Drive, Moraga

O h W h at a yea r! | 1972 Magnolia Way, Walnut Creek

1001 Springfield Drive, Walnut Creek
Happy Holidays and best wishes to all for a healthier, 1600 Oakmont Drive #4, Walnut Creek

(Represented Buyer and Seller)
i |
happier, more peaceful and prosperous New Year! 403 Wit Lane Wit Creck

) 1148 Oak Hill Road, Lafayette
Call me! I love helping my buyers and sellers get what they want. (Represented Buyer w/Nancy Booth)

944 La Gonda Way, Danville

Soraya Golesorkhi
925.808.8390
sg@sorayadhomes.com
soraya4homes.com

DRE #01771736 COLDWELL BANKER | 5 Moraga Way, Orinda
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~ppy (Vow

I'm thrilled to announce that | will
be kicking off the new year with
Compass, a technology-driven real
estate company. With innovative tools
and exclusive programs, Compass
empowers me to redefine the buying
and selling experience for my clients.

Thinking about a new address in 2021?
Let's talk.

_Wf

EMILY ESTRADA

REAL ESTATE

(7))
n 9
< 3
o g
> g
8%

925-708-8116 // EMILY@EMILYESTRADA.COM // EMILYESTRADA.COM
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GENUINE "The secret to living the life of your dreams
REAL ESTATE is to start living the life of your dreams today,
EXPERTISE in every little way you possibly can."

- Mike Dooley

New Year.
New Plans.
New Memories.

Wishing everyone all the happiness a heart can know!

COMPASS — — — —

CHRIS TRACY
SWIM KEATON
DRE 00943989 DRE 01051349
925.7166.1447 925.7166.1137 If you are thinking of selling in 2021, now is the time to start planning.
chrlé:%;:uis;vg:rfom trtc; gz%:gfg:ecgﬁtgomm Our pre-marketing plan is a proven strategy to build anticipation,
drive demand and help you get the best offer faster.
CONTACT US TODAY Let us help you prepare your home now for the 2021 spring market!
TO PUT OUR EXPERTISE
Compass s a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented herein is intended for
T o W O R K F O R Y O U mformquonulpurposesonlyond|scompl\edFromms;duerc:ssie:cmcidmrglflc;k;Izriu;:::rir;izg.e:“\:er:j:jércnl';r:?zi;s;;::cuer,eioor;c:::en;:\::prr\;«;tihmd;le\flulmcybemcdewwthoutnot\ce. No statement is

Fresh Coat Restoration LLC

New Fence Installation | Staining | Restoration ... and so much more!

\Aalnr THE ORIGINAL
. RADIANT GAS FIREPLACE
-2 925-655-7528

Top Notch Energy
9% off IEI—IE\? 23 Dutton Ave
witnmenton S ERRRA NI ...
0' ““s ad Lic #962764 Cell 510-703-6956
Check us out on Yelp and Google! Call for appointment




HERE'S TO

» 2021

Looking forward to another year

supporting this great community.
} Contact me for new listings in

your neighborhood.

Let me welcome
you home in 2021.

finolalellner
COMPASS REAL ESTATE

o o e oy Bt et o S, finola.fellner@compass.com | 925.890.7807 | DRE 01428834
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- FERTILIZE trees, shrubs, and
ground covers.

- APPLY snail bait to areas where
slugs and snails do damage.

- SPREAD elemental sulfur to
citrus, azalea, rhododendron,
camellia, and hydrangea to lower the
soil PH.

- DEEP feed smaller shrubs to
accelerate growth in the gaps of
hedges.

- ADD a swath of fluorescent red,
white or pink cyclamen to add pops of
color to the winter landscape.

- DEADHEAD roses to extend
blooming until heavy pruning in
January or if you prefer, allow the
rosehips to form. Rosehips are a
source of vitamin C and can be
harvested for tea.

- STUFF stockings with gardening
goodies including a hand trowel,
gloves, seeds and a garden guide.
“Growing with the Goddess Gardener”

offers 12 mor}ths of helpful advice Hachiya persimmons are ripe to make a yummy Golden Breath of Heaven (coloeonem pulchrum)
and comes with free seed packets and Christmas pudding. translates to “pretty” in Latin will bear pink flowers.
a relaxing CD. i

www.CynthiaBrian.com/online-store

- CUT branches of berries from
heavenly bamboo, cotoneaster, holly,
or pyracantha to add to mantels and
wreaths.

- RAKE leaves from lawns to keep
them from matting.

- MOVE mower to a higher cutting
level and don’t mow when the ground
is too wet.

- PROTECT tender plants from
frost and freeze by moving potted
plants inside or close to the house.

- BUY camellias now in the colors
to suit your landscape décor while
they are stocked as blooming
specimens in nurseries.

- CUT back chrysanthemums to six
inches after blooms fade.

- PLANT any remaining
spring-blooming bulbs.

- CELEBRATE your home and
garden for the holidays!

v P R
)

Incorporate the red berries of heavenly bamboo The fluorescent red cyclamen illuminates any
holiday wreaths and arrangements. holiday landscape. Photos Cynthia Brian
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Rosehips can be harvested for teas rich in vitamin C.

Cynthia Brian is at home and in her garden
for the holidays.

Cynthia Brian, The Goddess Gardener, is available for hire to
help you prepare for your spring garden. Raised in the
vineyards of Napa County, Cynthia is a New York Times
best-selling author, actor, radio personality, speaker, media and
writing coach as well as the Founder and Executive Director of
Be the Star You Are!® 501 c3. Tune into Cynthia’s StarStyle®
Radio Broadcast at www.StarStyleRadio.com.

Buy copies of her best-selling books, including, Chicken Soup
for the Gardener’s Soul, Growing with the Goddess Gardener,
and Be the Star You Are! Millennials to Boomers at

www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store. Enlarge your living area with an outdoor kitchen or entertainment space complete with a built in
Hire Cynthia for writing projects, garden consults, and barbecue and the warm glow of a stone or masonry fireplace.

inspirational lectures. Garden Lights Landscape Development, Inc. is a full service landscape & pool design build firm.
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com We design & install with just one call 925-254-4797 + www.gardenlightslandscape.com

www.GoddessGardener.com

Celebrating over 20 years of service in Lamorinda. Bonded — Licensed & Insured License# 702845 (27 & (53




+ LAMORINDA'S LEADING INDEPENDENT

REAL ESTATE FIRM +

ORINDA

10 La Punta

Gated estate on secluded cul-de-
sac w/ views of San Pablo reservoir,
San Francisco Bay, & the mountains

of Marin.
$6,250,000

ORINDA

42 Oak Road
Spacious 4 bed + bonus room/ 3
bath 2860 sqft home on .28 acres.
Close to town, BART & Hwy 24.
Excellent schools!

$1,595,000

LAFAYETTE

21 Hidden Valley Road

Custom 4 bed/ 3 bath 3679 sqft
home on .48 acres minutes from
commute, BART, shopping, & top

rated schools.

$2,750,000

0 facebook.com/VillageAssociates
O twitter.com/villageassoc

instagram.com/VillageAssociates

ORINDA

33 Dias Dorados

Lovingly restored Spanish-
Mediterranean 6 bed/ 6 bath/ 2
half bath home w/ guesthouse on
1.67 gated acres.

$4,350,000

ORINDA

28 Sunnyside Court
Stunning 4 bed/ 2.5 bath home w/
upgrades including new hardwood
floors, 2 zone HVAC, & tankless
water heater.

$1,550,000

LAFAYETTE

1470 Sunset Loop

Updated 5 bed/ 3 bath 2523 sqft
home on .23 acres minutes to
downtown Lafayette & 12 years of
top-rated schools.

$1,549,000

ORINDA

56 Via Floreado

Exceptional 5 bed/ 4.5 bath 4248
sqft home on .54 acres w/ updated
kitchen & panoramic views of
Orinda. Minutes from Hwy 24.

$2,595,000

"ORINDA

67 Brookwood Road # 3

Rarely available 2 bed/ 1 bath first
floor condo in charming Orinda
Oaks, close to BART, shops, theater

& restaurants.
$550,000

LAFAYETTE

1000 Dewing Avenue #307
Single level 3 bed/ 2 bath 1568 sqft
condo close to vibrant downtown
Lafayette w/ private patio &
in-closet laundry.

$1,185,000

ORINDA

32 Heather Lane

Well maintained 6 bed/ 4.5 bath
home w/ separate apartment &
private bonus in-law suite on .80

acre knoll.
$1,699,000

MORAGA

124 Greenbriar

3 bed/ 2 bath 2486 sqft home
updated throughout in Moraga
Country Club. Garage holds 2 cars

plus a golf cart.
$1,349,500

ALAMO

10 Serenity Lane

Majestic gated 12 bed/ 13 bath/ 3
half bath chateau w/ vineyard, 20
showcase car barn, & trophy club

room.

$19,500,000

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 « Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505

Visit www.villageassociates.com Click on (Ve RelEhRalslkS

The Village
Associates:

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore
Linda Ehrich
Joan Evans
Linda Friedman
Claudia Gohler
Dexter Honens Il
April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy
John Nash
Altie Schmitt
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf
Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Steve Stahle
Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger
Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward

Margaret Zucker

Village

ASSOCIATES

It's Village. Of Course.
DRE#01301392





