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Marechal Duncan - the
heart of Lafayette history
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Marechal Duncan at the Historical Society in February 2019.

By Pippa Fisher

Lafayette lost a beloved
member of the community
with the recent passing of
Marechal Duncan at age 98.

It wasn’t just that his
many years of volunteerism,
benefiting many different
organizations have made the
community a much better
place, although they have, but
it is the man himself - his wit,
his charm, and his humor -
who touched so many lives,
that so many will miss.

“Marechal enlivened
every event he organized and
attended, and that included a
large number of events,” says
Former Mayor Don Tatzin.
“With a calm manner,
Marechal earned the
fondness and commanded the
respect of citizens because he
knew what he was talking
about, brought good ideas,
and was kind and courteous
to everyone.”

Duncan was recognized
for his many areas of
community service by being
named Lafayette Citizen of the
Year in 2015.

Bornin 1922 in
Massachusetts, at 1 year old
he moved with his family to
San Diego, where he grew up,
joining the navy following his
high school graduation. After
Pearl Harbor he served in the
Guadalcanal campaign. He
earned numerous medals and
citations including three
Bronze Stars.

Duncan attended the
University of California at
Berkeley and later earned an
MBA from Pepperdine
University. He went on to
work for several companies
including Motorola for 28
years.

He married Doris Paulson
in 1947, and together they
moved to Lafayette in 1955,
buying a house in the Silver
Springs neighborhood. He
threw himself into community
involvement, serving as an
LMYA coach, and a Scout

leader with Troop 204 while
their children were young.

He was a founding
member of the Lafayette
Community Foundation where
he established the group’s
Liaison Committee for Seniors.
A true history buff, with a love
for Lafayette’s historic fire
truck Old Betsy, he served
from 1991 until 2019 on the
Lafayette Historical Society
board, and he co-chaired the
Lafayette Sesquicentennial
celebration. Additionally he
was a founding member of the
original Lafayette
Toastmaster’s Club and was a
past president of the Silver
Springs Homeowners
Association. He was a member
of SIRS Branch 8 and a Master
Mason. Duncan served on
Lafayette’s Open Space Task
Force and the Senior Needs
Assessment Committee.

“Marechal was the
embodiment of what it means
to Love Lafayette,” says Mary
McCosker, executive director
of the Lafayette Historical
Society. “During his life he was
involved in so many activities
that benefited so many parts
of the community.” And
McCosker adds that he was
always such a charming,
friendly person with a dry
sense of humor and a twinkle
in his eye.

Former Mayor Anne
Grodin who was, with Duncan,
one of the founders of the
Lafayette Community
Foundation, explains how
Duncan became involved in
an ad hoc committee formed
back in 1997 to brainstorm
ideas for a new library.

“The Historical Society
had long wanted a place to
display all their historical
artifacts but did not have the
ability to raise funds to build
and maintain a home of their
own,” says Grodin. “By joining
forces the two groups were
the foundation of the
movement to get a new library
in Lafayette.”
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I'M SELLING LAMORINDA!
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Moraga resident since 1966.
Successfully selling real estate
for over 33 years.

Q25.376.7777
keith.katzman@compass.com
DRE # 00875484

Wishing everyone a
Happy, Joyful and
Prosperous New Year!

Thank you for your
continued support
and referrals.

No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

Your Strategic Partn_e_r

When you're preparing your home for market, it makes sense to assess what

improvements can be made so that you're not leaving money on the table at

closing. But what are those improvements? Let's work together well before a
sale so that you can benifit from my expertise as a strategic partner!
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' As always, | am here to help ... | listen and | care

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented herein is intended
for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice.

Lafayette
Public
Meetings

LAFAVETTE
City Council

Regular Meeting

Monday, Jan. 11, 7 p.m.
Teleconference via City of Lafayette's
You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Planning Commission
Meeting

Tuesday, Jan. 19, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Design Review

Wednesday, Jan. 13, 7 p.m. Zoom
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube
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Happy New Year!

This year is yours. We'll help you make your dreams come true!
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We helped our clients achieve real estate
success in a turbulent year.
Let us put our skills to work for you in 2021!
The demand for real estate is exceptionally strong, but to sell quickly for top dollar
in this market, you need an agent team who can provide the guidance and resource

to prepare your home for today’s buyer. And, one with the experience and negotiating
skills to close the deal.

WORK WITH US!

Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives

925.788.8345
bi@brydonivesteam.com
brydonivesteam.com
DRE 01408025 | 01367466
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Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for
informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal without notice. No statement
is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal,
accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.




