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Marechal Duncan
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Grodin says he was
always helping others and had
the vision to see what was
needed in his hometown.
“More importantly he had the
ability to make things happen
- always with hard work and
humor,” says Grodin, noting
that his years of service to so
many different organizations
are hard to fathom.

He was passionate about
helping seniors age in place
and, as a member of the
Lafayette Community
Foundation's Liaison
Committee for Seniors, he
played a large part in
establishing the annual Senior
Symposium — a resource fair
for seniors — co-chairing the
first event over 12 years ago.

Lamorinda Village Board
Member Don Jenkins, who
also devotes his time to
helping seniors age in place

says that Duncan was his role
model. “The way that he cared
for his wife was an inspiration
to all of us as we try to care
for one another as we age in
our wonderful community,”
says Jenkins.

Jenkins recalls first
meeting Duncan in 1999
during the creation of the
Lafayette Community
Foundation, serving with him
on the board of directors. He
says that in the monthly board
meetings, as they all worked
to get the Lafayette Library
created, built and funded,
“Marechal was usually the last
to speak on an issue if he
chose to speak. When he did
speak he used humor, wisdom
and conciseness to make his
point.”

For over 10 years until
recently Duncan never missed
a Community Liaison Meeting.
Judy Carney, the meeting
organizer, remembers how he
loved hearing about

everything going on around
the city.

Carney remembers that
Duncan never missed a Pearl
Harbor Commemoration Day.
“He always reminded us about
it. And every year he would
tell us, and the very thought
brought tears to his eyes,” says
Carney. “Everyone who came
in contact with Marechal
knew that he cared about
doing the right thing for all
Americans. He knew he
fought for a reason. He was a
very proud Vet. To me he was
the essence of the Greatest
Generation.”

Like Jenkins, Carney
recalls that Duncan always
liked to speak last at meetings
and that he would close each
meeting by reminding those
in attendance, “What you do
today will be history
tomorrow.”

It is clear that Duncan will
always be at the heart of
Lafayette history.
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When | say “good,”
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Sustamable inclusion project

then replant the signs
within our community to
validate that all people are
welcomed and valued in
Lafayette.”

In charge of this project is
Susan Wiggen, head of
Rapport - a Lafayette
group that serves as the
hub for the various
Lafayette School District
parent organizations.
Wiggen explains that the
point of this initiative is to
empower the children to
take on leadership in Di-
versity, Equity and Inclu-
sion. She says that at the
elementary level the Dis-
trict DEI committee
brought No Place for Hate
- a self-directed program
intended to help members
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Lucy, with her father Francisco
Silva, holds up her finished sign.
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Additionally the Chamber of
Commerce has given the Res
Run signs for repurposing,
adding to already donated signs
leftover from Prop 22.
According to Sturm, “The
concept is to have our LafSD Di-
versity, Equity and Inclusion
Committees arrange for local
children to decorate the signs
with DEI symbols, artwork
and/or welcoming words and

the district, then to princi-
pals. The middle school
has the SLAM (Student
Leaders’ Anti-racism Movement)
program involving 60 student
leaders working with Dr. Lori
Watson.

“Although each school is
organizing these groups in a
different manner, one idea is to
really empower our student
leaders to help with the anti-
racism, etc., messaging,” says
Wiggen.

Springhill Elementary
School fifth-grader Lucy Silva

appreciates the No Place for
Hate program.

Lucy explains, “I joined the
No Place for Hate committee
because I think the world can
use more kindness, I believe
Black Lives Matter, and I think
that making these signs for
everyone to see helps everyone
feel like they belong.”

Wiggen believes that this
particular project is a great ex-
ample of a simple way to em-
power children’s voices, in ad-
dition to helping keep valuable,
reusable signs out of landfills.
“The kids get a sense of pride
and ownership while spreading
crucial messages around diver-
sity, equity, and inclusion
throughout our community by
repurposing signs that would
likely end up in landfills,” she
says. “And they do this while
having fun!”

Sturm describes these cre-
ative projects with meaningful,
teaching moments as a

Rapport is working with
DEI parent volunteers to dis-
tribute the old signs to the stu-
dents. They hope to have some
signs finished during the winter
break and to do the bulk of
them in early January.

After that the welcoming
signs will be appearing around
town.

Apply Today!

New Below Market Rate Homes
For Sale in Lafayettel

Pre-Application Period
January 4th-January 25™

To learn more please visit Hello Housing online
www.hellohousing.org/WoodburyHighlands
or call (415) 863-3036

BRE #01151883

LIVING TRUST

$ Plan Includes:

e Trust Agreement
COMPLETE

e Pour Over Will
Valid until March 3, 2021

» Power of Attorney for Finance

* Transfer of Real Property

INITIAL * Advanced Health Care Directive

* Guardianship of Minor Children
F RE CONSULTATION

Law Offices of
Lauren Smykowski

Notary Services Included!

(925) 257-4277
www.smykowskilaw.com
laurensmy@gmail.com

Office Located in Walnut Creek

1 Bates Blvd. Ste.

Mary H. Smith D.D.S.

A Professional Corporation ‘!1 ;
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry ¥

210, Orinda, 925.2

celebrating our
25" anniversary
of making and
maintaining
beautiful smiles.
We always welcome
new patients.

Our office delivers
the highest quality

and service.

Consults are always
complementary.
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JUST SOLD!

10 Chelton Court,
Orinda

Fabulous Del Rey ranch-

style home on a 0.49 acre
lot! Easy walking distance
to 12 years of schools, and

close to shopping, parks,
BART and freeway.
Wonderful family home!

3 bedrooms | 2.5 bathrooms
1874+ square feet

Sold for $1,300,000
with 18 offers!
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! TONY CONTE
925.708.1396
marybeth@mbtcpartners.com
tony@mbtcpartners.com
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