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Dying Monterey pines clustered near Briones Reservoir in Orinda.

Thousands of dead trees pose extreme fire risk in Lamorinda

By Nick Marnell

dead trees, particularly Monterey pines, will mar the
district landscape, adding yet another hazard to a
potentially catastrophic fire season ahead.

The problem of dead and dying trees is not re-
stricted to the summer. Tom Smith of the California
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection toured
the Northern California region in December,
stunned at the number of sick and dying bay laurel
and Monterey pine trees. “There is a lot of death and
destruction here,” he said.

Residents of Moraga and Orinda have recently
reported hundreds of these dead trees to the fire
district. “There was enough of an uptick that we
took notice,” said MOFD Fire Marshal Jeff Isaacs,
who plans to ramp up enforcement of tree removal
this year. “Dead trees equal dead fuel. Even a
healthy Monterey pine drops a lot of material, and it
can land on a roof. When Monterey pines are dying,
it’s dead fuel dropping.” ...continued on Page A8

You do not have to drive very far in Lamorinda be-
fore you see dead or dying trees. “I removed thou-
sands of dead trees in Lamorinda last year,” said
Brian Gates of Expert Tree Service in Orinda. “By
summer, there will be thousands more.”

And that is precisely what officials of the
Moraga-Orinda Fire District fear: That thousands of
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Seniors aged 75 and older roll down their windows to receive
vaccinations Jan. 16 at a drive-through event.

By Pippa Fisher

of COVID-19 vaccinations at a
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In an effort coordinated
by Lafayette resident Suzy
Pak, Dr. Rebecca Parish and
Dr. Denise Hilliard, both of
Comprehensive Wellness,
partnered with Lamorinda
Village Operations Manager
Kathryn Ishizu, and City of
Lafayette Parks, Trails and
Recreation Director Jonathan
Katayanagi, to request an al-
lotment of the Pfizer-
BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine
for distribution to members
of the community aged 75
and older.

The event was put to-
gether in less than a week
following a conversation Pak
had with Parish who was
wondering how best to get
the vaccines to those most in
need. Pak, through her work
with Lamorinda Village, said
she realized LV had the se-

connection to these folks
made all the difference,” ex-
plained Ishizu. “We were
able to tell our members, and
help them go online to
register.”

Having secured 500
doses, the drive-through took
place Jan. 16 and 17 at Stan-
ley Middle School and re-
quired the logistical help and
support of many including
the Lafayette Parks and
Recreation Department,
Lamorinda Spirit Van,
Lafayette Police Department
and Public Works, as well as
local school personnel. Lam-
orinda CERT provided vol-
unteers, working shifts to
ensure a smooth operation.

With volunteers orga-
nized by Ishizu, and a team
of volunteer medical person-
nel on hand to administer

their paperwork, drove to
the next station for the shots,
and then moved to a “recov-
ery” station.

Due to limited supply the
event was promoted first to
Lamorinda Village, the Spirit
Van and Lafayette Senior
Services members and re-
quired pre-registration. All
slots were quickly taken. Pak
says those who qualify for
the shots if interested, and
those wishing to volunteer to
help, should contact Lamor-
inda Village at https://lamor-
indavillage.org.

Pak says the plan is to
continue the effort as long as
they can secure vaccines.

For more information
about changes to state regu-
lations regarding the vaccine
and its distribution, see the
story on Page AS8.
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