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Frustration with state and governor prompts rallies

for high school sports
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Parents and students protest Jan. 15 at a "Let them Play" rally outside Acalanes High School.

By Jon Kingdon

Parents from all around the
state of California held “Let
Them Play” rallies Jan. 15 at
their respective high schools,
which included Acalanes and
Campolindo. A Facebook ac-
count started by parents at
Torrey Pines High School in
San Diego, designed to restart
the states interscholastic
programs, grew to a mem-
bership of over 27,000 par-
ents, which led to these pub-
lic demonstrations.

Lauren Fritch, whose son
Connor is a junior on the
Campolindo football team,
was out marching with sev-
eral parents and athletes
representing the various
boys and girls sports team at
Campolindo. Fritch spoke to
the disappointment at the
void left by the suspension of
athletics. “It’s frustration,

angst and depression,” Fritch
said. “The state has taken
everything away from the
student-athletes. When they
sit in front of a computer
with no social dynamics,
sports may be the only outlet
where they can be social and
burn off some steam. Social
media just doesn’t cut it
247

Jen Bielawski, whose son
is a sophomore on the
Acalanes football team also
sees this as a learning expe-
rience for the students. “This
is a good way for the kids to
learn to advocate for them-
selves and get their voices
heard,” said Bielawski. “This
is an important time in their
lives, and they need to be
with their peers. Why is it all
or nothing? Why can’t they
have the opportunity to play
sports when the data has
shown that it can be done

safely?”

The goal for the parents
and the coaches is to be able
to make an in-person pre-
sentation with Gov. Gavin
Newsom, proving to him that
the data they have collected
would show that the football
programs along with other
sports can be run with a
minimal threat from the
COVID-19 virus.

Serra High School head
coach Patrick Walsh created
the Golden State High School
Football Coaches Community,
which has a membership of
over 600 coaches from all
over California. The coaches
began collecting workout
data to determine the expo-
sure of the virus to the ath-
letes and coaches from
around the state when they
practiced proper protocols.
“With over 230 schools re-
porting, the data included

15,000 different kids. These
numbers have shown that
the spread of COVID-19 or
contracting COVID-19 at the
workouts was next to zero,”
said Walsh. We have had
over 700,000 contact points
for the athletes and only had
408 reported cases of COVID-
19 in that data set, with only
five being traced to a work-
out along with 100,000 touch
points for our coaches.”

The Coaches Association
was important to Campolindo
head coach Kevin Macy be-
cause it allowed the coaches
to speak as a unified voice
and to determine that foot-
ball could be played safely in
the red tier. “For us, with all
the testing, it’s been zero for
everyone and we’ve been do-
ing this from the summer
through the fall,” Macy said.
“I imagine that is what it’s
going to be for most of the
other camps and that’s with a
lot of activity. There should
be no sitting around waiting
for an ‘Orange green light.”

For Walsh, the Coaches
Association is only a first step
for the group. “What’s been
great about it is the outcome
is that we’re sharing won-
derful ideas and stories that
bring us all together; public
and private schools, big and
small schools,” Walsh said.
“We’re all fighting for one
common goal which is that
the kids need to get back out
on the fields. This is not just a
football movement, this is a
youth sports movement.”

The state of Texas re-
cently held their football
state championships and
Walsh contacted their
Coaches Association, which
has over 400,000 members, to
see how they were able to
have such a successful season
during the pandemic. They
told him that communication
was the key that led to his
forming the Golden State

Coaches Association. The
other crucial aspect for the
success of their program was
the attitude they brought to
the game. “They did not start
at no. They allowed summer
workouts in coordination
with the Governor’s office
and public health officials
and they collected data
which showed what our data
has shown. They took that
data and went to the next
step. For us, the next step is
to take the protocols of the
California Interscholastic
Federation (CIF) along with
the data that we have
amassed and present it to the
health officials and show
how like in other states, we
can create a safe environ-
ment for our community, our
kids, and our families. The
data shows that these would
not be super-spreader
events.”

The starting date for the
fall sports season was origi-
nally set for Aug.10. Since
then, the date has been
moved four times — to Dec.
7,]Jan. 4, and Jan. 25 and is
currently, and one might
assume, tentatively set for
Feb. 1.

“They’ve kicked the can
down the road so many
times, the next kick may end
everything for everybody,”
Macy said. “In the big pic-
ture, our kids have been ig-
nored in this. There’s never
any language about there be-
ing assurances that we’re go-
ing to make something hap-
pen. You have COVID-19 the
virus and you have COVID-19
the political tool. Unfortu-
nately, the kids are caught in
the middle. The kids are the
scapegoat in all of this. It’s
time to stop thinking of them
as the super spreaders. It’s
time to let them have their
dreams back.”
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Nice Room for Rent in
Moraga. Responsible female,
non-smoker. Clean, spacious
home with large backyard.
$1050. Call: 917-749-9273

Music Lessons

Fun Piano Lessons

Learn your favorite song! | teach
Certificate of Merit. BM & MM in
Piano. Lessons in your home.
925-984-8322. lynnf253@gmail.com

| House Cleaning |

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability,
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life. Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0£90108

Custom Quality Fencing

~— KEN’S

REDWOOD FENCING

."thf 925-938-9836
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» Good Neighbor Fence

« Deer Fencing

» Picket/Split Rail

* RV Gates

« Trellis and Arbors

* Retaining Walls

* Insurance/Storm Repairs

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
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$10 per 1/2" classified ad height.

Email to:
classified@lamorindaweekly.com

Real Estate

NEED TO SELL YOUR HOUSE?
We'll buy “AS IS” condition, all
CASH offer, NO closing costs,
NO realtor commissions!
Call now: 925-800-7510
info@discoverpropertysolutions.com
www.discoverpropertysolutions.com

f Quetzal Handﬁman

NO JOBTOO SMALL
Electrical, plumbing,
§ concrete, driveways & more...
Please call Carlos Toledo
510-689-7490

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

WE HOP TOIT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Tile Setting

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters
Cliff 510-697-1125




