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Life’s a beach for Nicole Branagh

... continued from Page C1

For Branagh, competing in the
Olympics was a dream ful-
filled that began when she
was 6 when Matt Biondi, a
Campolindo graduate and 11-
time Olympic medalist, came
to Branagh’s swim practice
and gave everyone an
Olympic pin. “I still have that
USA pin with the Olympic
ring,” Branagh said. “I carried
it with me throughout the
Olympic qualifications and
brought it to the Beijing
Olympics and I still keep it in
my car today.”

Biondi was also in Beijing
doing commentary for the
swimming events. “Matt came
to my match and we got to
hang out and chat a little bit,”

Branagh said. “I'll never forget
that first meeting with Matt
Biondi and the lasting effect it
had on me. It all came full
circle in Beijing and it was all
very special.”

The travel experience for
Branagh was an education it-
self. “I was exposed to many
different countries and their
people,” Branagh said. “Once
you learned about their cul-
tures, it wasn’t a problem for
anyone. It was a great experi-
ence to go overseas but there
were many times when our
baggage did not show up and
all I had was one bikini in my
backpack and a pair of sun-
glasses. The worst part about
all the traveling was being
away from family, missing out
on weddings and birthdays.
When you’re on the road, you

can’t make it back for these
important events.”

Even in the Middle East,
competing in Dubai, the bikini
outfits were not an issue. “We
weren’t sure what it would be
like there, but we wore our
normal bikini uniformes,
(which my team won), and
then we had to wear a
coverup for the medal cere-
mony. We had different col-
ored long gowns on because
the prince was coming and
that was their culture. We
were all fine with it.”

After retiring in 2018,
married with two children, 7-
year-old Tegan and 4-year-old
Will, Branagh began to look
for a new career. Having trav-
eled all over the world, com-
peting in Australia, Brazil,
China, Dubai, Japan, Norway,
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Poland, Russia, Spain,
Switzerland, Thailand, and
other countries would cer-
tainly have qualified her for a
career as a travel agent.
However, Branagh chose
to utilize her degree in public
relations and advertising,
pursuing a career in real es-
tate. “I was referring a lot of
my friends to Julie DeCoste
who works at Remax and one
day she told me that I needed
to get my license since I was
sending her so much business
and that’s what I'm working
on now. I really do love help-
ing people to find a home.”
Branagh still maintains a
connection with volleyball.
“I've been coaching at the
number one beach volleyball

club team in Manhattan Beach

with Holly McPeak, Barb
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Fontana and Erik Fonoimoana
for six years. When I started,
I'was still playing and it was a
good way for me to give back
by helping the younger gener-
ation. I am also doing TV
commentating with the Pac 12
network for beach and indoor
volleyball.”

Still, it all comes back to
family for Branagh: “Fortu-
nately, I have a supportive
family with my parents and
siblings. I never felt any pres-
sure from my parents (Tom
and Diane). They always en-
couraged me to do what I
loved and were always there
to support all of us with our
passions and we’re very
thankful for that.”
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HOP ORINDA

Zamboni’s

PIZZA COMPANY
1 Camino Sobrante

Winter’s a Great Time to
Curl Up With a
Good Book
Serving Lamorinda since 1976
Books,
Gifts & Music

276 Village Square,
Orinda

925 - 254 - 7606
Open Mon. - Sat., 10:00 - 5:00
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OOKS

(925) 254-2800

We’re right across the street from
Orinda Safeway!

Thin Crust &
Deep Dish Pizza

Delicious pizza, calzones and salads!
Slices at Lunch (11a - 4p)

Call for takeout or delivery!

We’re open M-Th 11a-9:00p
everyday! Fri -Sat 11a - 9:30p
Sundays 11a - 8:30p

FREE local delivery! ($15 min)
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Ormda (3 Lowest Gas Prlces

22 Bryant Way - Next to Casa Orinda

Mon-Sat5am-12am;
Sun6am-11 pm

MARK BELLINGHAM
PAINTING

WE ARE READY TO SAFELY
PRESERVE & BEAUTIFY
YOUR HOME

925-247-0092

MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Interior & Exterior Painting Deck & Fence Restoration
Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinet Painting Dry Rot Repair
Light Carpentry

For a Quick Preliminary Estimate
Email Photos of Project to:
Office@MarkBellinghamPainting.com

See our Reviews on NextDoor, Houzz & YELP
Local Business Owner - Since 1985 - Licensed & Insured
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‘SATURDAY
Farmers' Markel

" AL Owindlns Villnge

SATURDAYS
9AM-1PM |

Pre-order for Good to Go,
Curbside Service with

|
Tap4Markets !
in your App Store!

NOW OPEN YEAR ROUND i

The UPS Store s

Hours: Our location:
Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00 21 Orinda Way Ste C
Sat 9-5, Sun closed Orinda, CA 94563

v“Notary Services
v' Copying, Finishing Postal Services
v/ Printing Services v Business Services
store2643@theupsstore.com
www.theUpsStorelLocal.com/2643

v" Shipping

Park Place *%®

WEALTH ADVISORS, IRC.
A Registered Investment Advisor
® Retirement & Income Planning e Estate Planning
e Charitable Planning ¢ Educational Funding
401K Rollover Specialists
18 Orinda Way, Orinda ¢ 925-254-7766

Registered Princi[()als with and Securities offered through Securities America, Inc.
Member FINRA, SIPC. Park Place Wealth Advisors Inc. and Securities America are separate entities
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Mon. - Sat. 11 to 6 or by appointment
107 Orinda Way ¢ Orinda ¢ 925.254.2206

To advertise on Shop Orinda call 925.377.0977






