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Wednesday, February 17, 2021

Elementary students make slow
return to classrooms

.. continued from Page A1l

In all three districts, re-
turning students have been
divided into two equal, bal-
anced stable cohorts (groups),
with none being larger than
14 students. Siblings are kept
in the same cohort and every
attempt was made to have an
equal number of boys and
girls in each.

Mornings for elementary
students in Lafayette and
Moraga will be the same as
they have been since the be-
ginning of the 2020-21 school
year: distance learning with
their full class and current
teacher. The afternoons, how-
ever, will be different. In
Lafayette, cohort A will attend
in-person classes on Monday
and Tuesday from 12:30 to
2:45 p.m. while cohort B will
attend at the same time on
Thursday and Friday. Mor-
aga’s cohort A attends in-
person classes Monday and
Tuesday from 12:15 to 3 p.m.;
cohort B follows the same
schedule Thursday and Fri-
day. All students will spend
Wednesdays at home distance
learning.

Students attending in-
person classes will, in most
cases, continue with their
same distance learning
teacher while the cohort is not
in school. Those not returning
to in-person teaching will
likely have a different online
teacher in the afternoon.

Both of Orinda’s elemen-
tary school cohorts will attend
in-person classes Tuesday
through Friday; Cohort A will
meet from 8 to 10:50 a.m.
while cohort B will be in class
from 12:10 to 3 p.m. Each co-
hort will continue their dis-
tance learning at home when
not in class and all students
will participate in distance
learning on Mondays.

While county guidelines
allow for sixth-graders to re-

turn to in-person classes, only
Moraga and Orinda are cur-
rently making this available.
Again divided into two co-
horts, Moraga’s sixth-graders
will attend three one-hour
classes every day, with cohort
A in person one week and co-
hort B coming the following
week. The cohort not at school
will continue distance learn-
ing at home.

Sixth-graders attending
Orinda Intermediate School
will also be broken into two
cohorts, with cohort A attend-
ing three 1.15-hour in-person
classes Tuesday and Thursday
and cohort B in school
Wednesday and Friday. The
middle school students at
home will be able to live
stream the in-person classes.

Richard Whitmore,
Lafayette’s superintendent,
reported that Stanley Middle
School will reopen when Con-
tra Costa County moves back
into the red tier.

In order to open their
schools, each district had to
submit and commit to imple-
menting a COVID-19 Safety
Plan (CSP) and Prevention
Plan (CPP). These plans spell
out very detailed protocols for
keeping everyone on campus
safe and healthy. In addition
to maintaining physical dis-
tancing of six feet, everyone
on campus must wear masks
at all times. Additionally, an
online health screening form
must be completed and sub-
mitted for each student every
day. These plans conform to
CDC guidelines released Feb.
12.

All three districts received
funding from the Coronavirus
Aid, Relief and Economic Se-
curity (CARES) Act for bring-
ing their schools into compli-
ance with the required health
and safety standards. These
include thoroughly cleaning
each campus, professionally
cleaning all HVAC systems,

changing and improving air
filters, purchasing personal
protective equipment, hand
washing stations, signage, air
purifiers, and ensuring that
all windows and doors can
open to improve air flow. All
classrooms will be cleaned
and sanitized daily.

There are also very spe-
cific protocols on what to do if
anyone on campus either
contracts COVID or comes in
contact with someone who
does.

Getting everything ready
for reopening “has been a real
challenge,” Moraga Superin-
tendent Bruce Burns admits.
“But it’s all so worthwhile. 'm
super excited to see the kids
returning ... it may not be a
full reopening but it’s a good
start.”

While the majority of
Lamorinda parents are happy
to be sending their kids back
to school, even on the hybrid
schedule, there are some who
have elected to continue the
distance learning through the
end of the school year. At this
point, approximately 85% of
Moraga’s students, 80% of
Orinda students and 70% of
Lafayette’s school children
will be returning to in-person
classes.

There are also some
teachers in each district who,
for medical or family reasons,
elected not to return to in-
person teaching. These teach-
ers will continue leading dis-
tance learning classes.

With only 3.5 months left
in the current school year, it is
certainly hoped that the re-
openings will be successful
and everyone will remain safe
and healthy. As Lamorindans
look forward to the 2021-22
school year, Whitmore is both
hopeful and optimistic that
students will be able to return
to “something that looks more
like traditional school” in Au-
gust.
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ADAM HAMALIAN

JUST LISTED

i
925.708.5630
DRE# 01917597

146 CAMINO SOBRANTE, ORINDA
OFFERED AT $2,750,000
CHERYL HATA/LORI LEGLER | 510.912.5882

CHERYL HATA

NEW CONSTRUCTION LAFAYETTE

510.912.5882

DRE# 013859346
JANE SMITH RENDERING

CUSTOMIZE YOUR DREAM HOME
CALL FOR DETAILS
MARY PISCITELLI | 925.765.9095

PENDING

925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506

JOY WIEHN

29 KAZAR COURT, MORAGA
OFFERED AT $1,549,000
MATT MCLEOD | 925.464.6500

SOLD - REPRESENTED BUYER

_

415.377.1884

DRE# 02047712

KAAREN BRICKMAN

3316 LAS HUERTAS ROAD, LAFAYETTE
CALL FOR PRICE
J. DEL SANTO/K. BRICKMAN | 925.818.5500

925.351.5049

DRE# 01932119

LISATICHENOR LORI LEGLER MARY PISCITELLI

925.285.1093

DRE# 01478540

925.765.9095

DRE# 01426129

925.286.1244

DRE# 00805732

MATT MCLEOD

925.464.6500
DRE# 01310057

JUST LISTED
S

20 SNOW COURT, ORINDA
OFFERED AT $1,999,000

S.HUTCHENS/A.HAMALIAN | 925.708.5630

PENDING

3683 HAPPY VALLEY ROAD, LAFAYETTE

OFFERED AT $3,495,000

J. DEL SANTO/K. BRICKMAN | 925.818.5500

PENDING
T S

963 YORKSHIRE COURT, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $1,049,000
KAAREN BRICKMAN | 925.351.5049

2043 MOHAWK DRIVE, PLEASANT HILL

SOLD FOR $1,555,000

DON & PAMELA COLOMBANA 925.878.8047

PAMELA & DON
COLOMBANA

925.878.8047
DRE# 01979180/01979181

RUTH EDDY

925.788.5449
DRE# 01313819

JUST LISTED

3305 BERTA LANE, LAFAYETTE

OFFERED AT $1,200,000

S.HUTCHENS/A.HAMALIAN | 925.708.5630

PENDING

920 HAWTHORN DRIVE, LAFAYETTE

OFFERED AT $1,795,000

TINA FRECHMAN | 925.925.0851

2045 PINE KNOLL DR., #4, ROSSMOOR

OFFERED AT $450,000

LISATICHENOR | 925.285.1093

3343 NUTMEG LANE, WALNUT CREEK

SOLD FOR $1,150,000

DON & PAMELA COLOMBANA 925.878.8047

SHERRY HUTCHENS

925.212.7617
DRE# 01320608

TINA FRECHMAN

925.915.0851
DRE# 01970768

BRYAN HURLBUT

925.383.5500
DRE# 01347508

CHRISTINA LINEZO

415.425.3085
DRE# 01964989

JOHN FONDNAZIO

925.817.9053
DRE# 01938194

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500
DRE# 01290985

LAUREN DEAL
HURLBUT TEAM

925.876.4671

DRE#02060294

VALERIE DURANTINI

415. 999 6116
DRE# 01376796






