Wednesday, March 3, 2021 Vol. 15 Issue 1

Independent, locally 1 y 26,000 copies

owned and operated! : ] _ 2 - . slivered biweekly to
iy - . . amorinda homes &

businesses

T

- ",.,..- ._-_q__ 3 AT -
L . il "y T

| Sl -

'-.-5';_'?:1“.'-. g

w1

- -‘-_;n-'h::"' - ; -.'_l-‘_"".,,-ln 5
Y. o g R
: g a-FoE R :”fﬁ"&** S :
View of Mt. Diablo from Lafayette Ridge trail with Jenn and Tchoupper Photo Lisah Kmet
Di ing dog-friendly trails during pandemi
By ]enn Freedman old) furry friend and the glorious Lamorinda hills ploring a road less traveled often brings the reward
make a winning combination for endless expedi- of breathtaking views.
tions right in our backyard. After nine months of exploring miles per day,

Exploring the great outdoors has been one of this

ast vear's silver linings. Another bright side for While popular paved trails like the Lafayette my COVID dog, Tchoupper, and I have discovered
?nany families has bee% .the addition ‘g fa "COVID Reservoir and the Lafayette-Moraga Trail are con- some pretty epic dog-friendly Lamorinda trails.
y venient options, they are heavily-trafficked and can ... continued on Page A10

" ?
dog" because ... why not now? Together, a new (or be a bit distracting, especially for puppies. Plus, ex-
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next incident occurred on Feb. 16 when a 3-year-old  mother and brothers. It was reported that two other

girl was bitten during a walk with her mother two coyotes lingered nearby while she was being

blocks away from Campolindo on Calle La Montana.  attacked.

The most recent attack on an adult male came Feb. An Urban Coyote Research article stated, “Al-

19 near the Kwik Stop in Lafayette. though coyotes live in family groups, they usually
According to California Department of Fish and  travel and hunt alone or in loose pairs. In this way

Wildlife Captain Patrick Foy, the last attack almost they are different from wolves, which sometimes

went unreported by the victim until a female friend  leads to the impression that coyotes do not form
encouraged him to report it two days later. Since his  packs since they are usually seen alone. In addition

wound was already administered to prior to the re- to resident packs, the urban population also consist
porting, officials were lucky to find that his pants of solitary coyotes that have left packs and are look-
had not been washed or thrown away thereby en- ing to join groups or create their own territories.”
Bigstock images abling a DNA match. Solitary coyotes can be male or female and typically
There was one additional animal attack at the between 6 months to 2 years old.
By Vera Kochan Moraga Country Club on July 17, 2020, when a man The DFW continues to be the lead agency work-
was bitten while sitting around an outdoor fire pit ing in conjunction with the United States Depart-
For the past eight months, a lone coyote has been with friends. “The incident at the Country Club was ment of Agriculture Wildlife Services, Contra Costa
attributed to five DNA confirmed attacks within not able to be confirmed,” stated Moraga Police Lt. Animal Services and both Lafayette and Moraga po-
Lafayette and Moraga which have taken place pri- Brian South. “The victim was not able to provide a lice departments. A detailed survey of the terrain,
marily at dusk or dawn. description of the animal that bit him, and he was game trail cameras and field tracking have been
The first attack, on July 9, 2020, involved a 2- not able to meet with investigators until it was too used to determine the coyote areas of activity and
year-old boy near the parking lot restrooms at the late to take swab samples to compare DNA. That is patterns. Numerous trap lines have been set up on
Moraga Commons Park. A second attack, on Dec. 4, why we are not including it in the list of confirmed private properties along with agency personnel pe-
took place at the Campolindo High School stadium attacks.” riodically monitoring the areas around the clock.
where a man was bitten while exercising. Another Nearly one year ago, in Dublin Hills Regional The padded gripping body traps resemble steel-
attack came on Dec. 15 behind Lafayette’s Diablo Park, a 6-year-old girl was bitten by a coyote on her jawed traps, but have rubber linings to reduce in-
Foods while an employee was taking a break. The neck and ear while she was on a walk with her juries. ... continued on Page A8
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