Wednesday, March 3, 2021

AR+

UGSF Benioff Children’s Hospitals

Sports Medicine Center for Young Athletes

www.lamorindaweekly.com

We’re here for you

925-377-0977

OAKLAND
(510) 428-3558

SAN FRANCISCO SAN RAMON
(415) 353-2808

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

(925) 979-3430

WALNUT CREEK
(925) 979-3430

After 451 days, Saint Mary’s men’s soccer makes a
successful return to the pitch

SMC junior midfielder Sebastian Schacht

By Jon Kingdon

Coming off the two best sea-
sons in Saint Mary’s history
(16-2 and 18-0-2), there was a
451-day hiatus between games
for the men’s soccer team due
to the coronavirus. If nothing
else, it gave head coach Adam
Cooper the opportunity to ap-
preciate the true dominance
of those teams. “I don’t know
if I can put it into words,”
Cooper said. “If you look at
the history of men’s college
soccer, what we have done in
the last two years was un-
thinkable for most people. It’s
really a tribute to all our play-
ers, administration, staff, and
everyone that was involved in
what we were able to do. To
go undefeated one year and
only lose two games in two
years is almost unprecedented
in men’s college soccer. When
you look back and try and put
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it into perspective, little old
Saint Mary’s pulling some-
thing off like this was
incredible.”

Despite having lost six all-
league players to graduation,
with a roster comprised of 14
freshmen and only three se-
niors, the Gaels so far have
not missed a beat shutting out
Pacific (1-0) and Santa Clara
(2-0).

It’s the intangible quali-
ties of the team that has stood
out so far. “We have great
character on this team,” said
Cooper. “I'm super proud of
them. We did not have much
of an opportunity to train and
do a lot of team bonding ex-
periences, so it’s just been all
out on the field, as much as
possible. We only had one re-
turning starter (Sebastian
Schacht) for our opening
game from our last game
against Santa Barbara in the

NCAA playoffs. Everybody is
competitive and wants to win
but you can just see they were
just like kids in a candy store,
they were just so excited to
play. The players have been
great and the character on the
team is fantastic.”

Last year’s graduating se-
niors scored 35 of the team’s
46 goals, so rebuilding the of-
fense should have been a real
concern for Cooper, but that
has not been the case. “I don’t
think that we have a singular
top scorer like we did last year
with Anders Engbertsen (16
goals), but we have several
guys that can step up and cre-
ate for us,” Cooper said. “Se-
bastian is one of the best mid-
dle fielders in the country and
his leadership is incredible.
(Freshman) Cade Cowan is
more of an attacking player
but we can drop him back to
midfield. He had a terrific
debut for us and is going to
play a big role for us. Luke
Andrews is a creator and
scorer. Phillippe Van Der Lof
will contribute a lot of assists;
David Bog will also contribute,
and freshman Andrew Rotter
earned a penalty kick in the
opener and his future is in-
credible.” Cooper was not the
only one to recognize Rotter's
play as he was just named the
WCC Offensive Player of the
Week.

With the loss of all-league
defender, James Person, due
to an injury, the defense is
also relying on several new
players with only one return-
ing starter, Valentine Kurz.
Sophomore Boyd Curry got a
lot of experience last year and
has taken on a leadership role
this year. In the opening
game, Saint Mary’s started
two freshmen on defense,
Louis Sterobo and Christian
Engmann, and both were
standouts, showing great po-
tential with two other fresh-
man, Andre Hoglin and Timo-
thy Stephens, also seeing
playing time. Like Rotter,

Sterobo's play was also hon-
ored by the WCC, being
named the Defensive Player of
the Week.

Last year, all-everything
goalie Remi Prieur, only gave
up 0.8 goals per game. Senior
Nicholas Lapinid has taken
over and has not missed a
beat, stopping all shots on goal
so far. “Nick is very athletic
and will make some incredi-
ble saves,” Cooper said. “He is
quick with his reflexes and
has phenomenal feet which is
what sets him apart.”

There is great depth be-
hind Lapinid. Freshman
goalie Kash Oladapo played
half the game against Santa
Clara, giving up no goals and
being credited with two saves.
“Kash is our first backup and
is really pushing the envelope
and has a bright future,”
Cooper said. “With Zack
Littman and Jackson Buck, it’s
the best group of goalies that
we have ever had.”

Cooper has not been
phased by having 15 new
players on the roster: “They
just need more time to grow
and get that experience. The
direction for the freshmen by
Sebastian, James (Person) and
the older guys has been great.
Talent wise, our new players
are well equipped. They’re
just young. They’ll get their
experience, but it’s just been
harder with all of the restric-
tions in the fall.”

Playing in the winter has
not been an issue for the
team. “Our first conference
game will be at Portland
which will be our coldest
game this year since we don’t
have to go to Gonzaga,” said
Cooper. Typically, when we
have gone to Portland in the
past, it’s usually been raining
anyways but it’s going to be a
lot colder than it would have
been in the fall so I'm sure
that will factor in. Even our
field, in the opening game,
still had some wet spots from
our rain.”

Every team in the nation
has had to adjust their plans
due to the coronavirus. There
have been many protocols to
be addressed, training restric-
tions through the fall and lim-
iting how the players live and
interact, even avoiding team
meals. Due to the limited
number of games played this
season, the players are going
to get a free year of eligibility
so for a lot of these freshmen,
it’s the opportunity to play
nine games without using up
any of their eligibility, which
should bode well for the
future.

Cooper feels this team
compares favorably with the
2016 team that went on to
such great success these past
two seasons. “This team is
very similar with a lot of
freshmen whose future is in-
credibly bright,” Cooper said.
“They have everything that it
takes for them to be a special
group. There’s just a lot of
learning that needs to be
done. Still, at the end of the
day, everybody must earn
their playing time whether
they’re a freshman or a se-
nior. They’re pushing, bat-
tling, and competing every
day.”

The West Coast Confer-
ence picked Saint Mary’s to
finish second behind Loyola
Marymount, which they play
in the last game of the season.
Having lost so many top play-
ers and with so many new
players on the roster, it’s pos-
sible that the Gaels are being
underrated, with Schacht be-
ing the only Gael chosen to
the preseason WCC all-league
team.

“We might surprise some
people because they may
think we’re not going to be as
good as we were," Cooper
said, "but in fact, we are a
good team that just needs
some experience.”
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Miramonte Alum & USC Cum
Laude STEM Graduate Offering
Tutoring for K-12 Students
salinastutoring.com (510) 815-9891

Music Lessons

Fun Piano Lessons

Learn your favorite song! | teach
Certificate of Merit. BM & MM in
Piano. Lessons in your home.
925-984-8322. lynnf253@gmail.com

| House Cleaning |

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

$10 per 1/2" classified ad height.

Email to:
classified@lamorindaweekly.com

Ideal Solar Lighting & Electric
Serving the Bay Area over 20 years!
Call today! (925)513-4704

Room for Rent

Nice Room for Rent in
Moraga. Responsible female,
non-smoker. Clean, spacious
home with large backyard.
$1050. Call: 917-749-9273
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Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability,
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life. Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0£90108

Custom Quality Fencing

~— KEN’S

REDWOOD FENCING

!th{ 925.938-9836
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» Good Neighbor Fence

« Deer Fencing

» Picket/Split Rail

* RV Gates

« Trellis and Arbors

* Retaining Walls

* Insurance/Storm Repairs

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

Antique Furniture Restoration
25 years exp. - 925 765 0479
serving Lamorinda - references avail.
www.(ardonarestoration.com

Real Estate

NEED TO SELL YOUR HOUSE?
We'll buy “AS IS” condition, all
CASH offer, NO closing costs,
NO realtor commissions!
Call now: 925-800-7510
info@discoverpropertysolutions.com
www.discoverpropertysolutions.com

f Quetzal Handﬁman

NO JOBTOO SMALL
Electrical, plumbing,
§ concrete, driveways & more...
Please call Carlos Toledo
510-689-7490

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

WE HOP TOIT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Tile Setting

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters
Cliff 510-697-1125




