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Golden Gate Way
apartment project gets
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the go-ahead
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The current buildings on Golden Gate Way will be demolished
to make way for the 71-unit complex.

By Pippa Fisher

The city council has approved a
new four-story, 71-unit, residen-
tial development in downtown
Lafayette — construction that
some say is out of balance for
the area and which neighbors
describe as an invasion of their
privacy.

The Feb. 22 meeting was the
fifth hearing, and therefore the
last allowable under state law,
on the Madison Park Apartments
proposed for 3483 Golden Gate
Way, just south of the Lafayette
Library and Learning Center at
First Street and located along-
side the creek. In what has be-
come commonplace in Lafayette
these days, the meeting went
until 2 a.m. the next day as
council members worked hard
to finalize details and conditions
of approval in what they noted
was an important and highly
visible part of the downtown
area.

The 53-foot 6-inch building
will provide 65 apartments and
six townhomes, including 10
units at below-market-rate,
qualifying the project to receive
concessions and waivers per

state density bonus law. It will
replace the current two-story,
47-unit retail/residential
building.

This was the second hearing
for the city council of the five to-
tal meetings for the project that’s
been in the works for two years.
The council, following its Jan. 22
meeting, had asked the applicant
to return to this final meeting
with various modifications,
which, explained Madison Park
Director of Development Claire
Han, had mostly been addressed
with added solar water heating,
increased bicycle parking, nine
EV-ready spaces (as opposed to
merely EV-capable), trash recep-
tacles, and plaza seating to make
the proposed parklet area more
generational-friendly.

However most of the time
was taken up addressing issues
of privacy for neighbors to the
south who will be most im-
pacted by the four-story building
overlooking their homes and
yards, and also addressing the
issue of having the project be
compatible with plans as they
develop for a creekside path.
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I'M SELLING LAMORINDA!

Year to Date Snapshot of Lamorinda Sales
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As always, | am here to help ... | listen and | care

Collaboration could
expedite downtown

playground
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Could the underutilized LLLC amphitheater be the future
location of a children’s play area?

By Pippa Fisher

Lafayette community stake-
holders and city leaders have
been looking at alternatives
for bringing a children’s play-
ground to downtown and, al-
though the idea is in its in-
fancy, they are now looking at
the Lafayette Library and
Learning Center amphitheater
as a possible location instead
of Leigh Creekside Park.

Residents might remem-
ber the acrimonious meetings
from more than five years ago
regarding the development of
a play area at Leigh Creekside
Park, pitting young parents
desperate for a place to let
their young children run,
climb and enjoy, against resi-
dents in the area who just as
passionately argued for keep-
ing the small, leafy park next
to the creek passive, for the
enjoyment of nature and
tranquility.

So it comes as something
of a surprise to see various
members from both sides of
that polarizing argument
coming together to explore a
possible alternative.

The city council received
a letter co-signed by Park,
Trails and Recreation Director
Jonathan Katayanagi, mem-
bers of the PT&R commission
and subcommittee, and three
volunteer community stake-
holders, and heard a prelimi-
nary presentation of the idea
at the Feb. 22 council meeting.

Parks Subcommittee
Chair Mark Poole explained
that they would be asking the
city to put the Leigh Creekside
Park environmental impact
review on hold, and allow
staff to use the $25,000 cur-
rently budgeted for that and
add $25,000 from Fund 12 to
hire consultants to work with
the LLLC and the community
to develop a proposal.

... continued on Page A9

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License
Number 01866771. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed
reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made
as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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Lafayette
Public

LAFAVETTE Meetings

City Council

Regular Meeting

Monday, March 8, 7 p.m.
Teleconference via City of Lafayette's

You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Planning Commission
Meeting

Monday, March 15, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Design Review

Wednesday, March 10, 7 p.m. Zoom
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

COMING SOON

COMPASS

SIMPLY FABULOUS IN BURTON VALLEY

320 Lowell Lane East

4 BD - 3BA + +120 SF ADU
+3,115 SF - +.46 Acre

CALL US FOR DETAILS
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Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives
925.285.8336
bi@brydonivesteam.com
brydonivesteam.com

DRE 01408025 | 01367466
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