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Lamorinda Home Sales ... read on Page D2

Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian
Top of the Morning!

tiny houses, worked as shoemakers, and hid
their gold in pots at the end of the rainbow.
Magical green shamrocks blanketed the
fields and dales that were used by the
legendary St. Patrick in the 4th century to
explain the Holy Trinity to those he wanted
to convert to Christianity. Best of all, we
learned he had driven out the snakes.

Rattlesnakes were everywhere on our
ranch so the thought of being able to run
barefoot through a field of clover sounded
spectacular. By the age of 9, letters were
flying across the pond to my pen pal in
Dublin and, finally when I was 18, I visited
her in this mythical landscape to become an
adopted Irishwoman. Since then, I’ve spent
many days traversing the island, soaking up
the hospitality of the people and the beauty
of the stones, seascapes, landscapes, cottages,
and shamrocks. Most charming are the tiny
doors built at the base of trees where the
leprechauns live.

... continued on Page D16
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The beautiful blooms of the purple plum trees at Moraga Commons Park. Photos Cynthia Brian

By Cynthia Brian arrived when I was 7. First grade was the
beginning of my education since preschool
“May your thoughts be as glad as the and kindergarten did not exist in our neck of
shamrocks the woods. A new school had been
May your heart be as light as a song. constructed with young teachers dressed
May each day bring you bright from head to toe in black with white collars
Happy hours that stay with you all the year who arrived from a faraway land called
long.” ~ Irish blessing Ireland. These exotic nuns told the most o
My first introduction to the Emerald Isles marvelous tales of a land where mischievous

little people known as leprechauns livedin A tree full of camellias



Orinda ~ 20 Alice Place ~ Coming Soon

4,471SF | 4BD | OFFICE | 4.5BA | 347AC | 3CAR

Centrally located within minutes to downtown Orinda,
Lafayette and Moraga! Behind a private gate and down a
long driveway with a picturesque approach, this beautifully
appointed residence offers hardwood floors throughout,
high ceilings, light filled rooms with oversized windows,
gorgeous millwork and so much more. The yard with it’s
sparkling pool and putting green is perfect for
this summer’s much anticipated gatherings.

Price upon request

Glenn Beaubelle & Kellie Beaubelle

925.254.1212
For more information:
TheBeaubelleGroup.com
Email:

Glenn@TheBeaubelleGroup.com
CABRE# 00678426, 01165322
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

City Last reported Lowest amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE 14 $965,000 $5,250,000
MORAGA 11 $494,000 $2,950,000
ORINDA 7 $1,300,000 $3,100,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

1 Foothill Park Terrace, $1,370,000, 6 Bdrms, 2806 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 02-05-21

101 Greenbank Drive, $2,918,500, 6 Bdrms, 7066 SqFt, 1969 YrBlt, 02-01-21,
Previous Sale: $710,000, 03-30-98

1787 Ivanhoe Avenue, $1,000,000, 2 Bdrms, 1338 SqFt, 1947 YrBlt, 01-26-21

3408 La Caminita, $5,250,000, 5 Bdrms, 5034 SqFt, 1951 YrBIt, 01-20-21

3611 Lincoln Way, $1,050,000, 3 Bdrms, 1634 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 01-20-21

3878 Los Arabis Drive, $2,100,000, 4 Bdrms, 3626 SqFt, 1985 YrBlt, 02-03-21,
Previous Sale: $1,700,000, 08-06-09

3477 Monroe Avenue, $2,800,000, 4 Bdrms, 3351 SqFt, 1906 YrBlt, 02-03-21

3615 Mosswood Drive #3617, $1,320,000, 4 Bdrms, 1950 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 01-26-21,
Previous Sale: $1,139,500, 05-19-16

3976 South Peardale Drive, $2,625,000, 5 Bdrms, 2128 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 01-27-21,
Previous Sale: $1,035,000, 12-07-09

44 Prado Way, $3,850,000, 5018 SqFt, 2014 YrBlt, 01-26-21,
Previous Sale: $525,000, 10-21-11

364 Read Drive, $2,525,000, 5 Bdrms, 4134 SqFt, 1999 YrBIt, 01-29-21

1076 Serrano Court, $1,425,000, 3 Bdrms, 1844 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 01-26-21,
Previous Sale: $1,446,500, 10-14-19

1470 Sunset Loop, $1,500,000, 5 Bdrms, 2523 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 02-01-21,
Previous Sale: $265,000, 03-01-92

1003 Woodbury Road #208, $965,000, 2 Bdrms, 1110 SqFt, 2015 YrBlt, 01-26-21

MORAGA

2051 Ascot Drive #104, $494,000, 2 Bdrms, 1180 SqFt, 1971 YrBIt, 02-04-21

1 Barnes Court, $2,950,000, 4 Bdrms, 3907 SqFt, 2017 YrBlt, 01-27-21,
Previous Sale: $2,700,000, 06-25-20

793 Country Club Drive, $1,172,000, 3 Bdrms, 1953 SqFt, 2019 YrBlt, 02-02-21

149 Cypress Point Way, $1,150,000, 2 Bdrms, 1444 SqFt, 1973 YrBIt, 01-22-21

124 Greenbriar, $1,300,000, 3 Bdrms, 2486 SqFt, 1988 YrBlt, 01-29-21,
Previous Sale: $490,000, 06-08-99

27 Indian Wells Street, $1,450,000, 3 Bdrms, 2828 SqFt, 1988 YrBlt, 02-01-21,
Previous Sale: $419,000, 08-01-88

2 Julianna Court, $2,200,000, 3 Bdrms, 4324 SqFt, 1988 YrBlt, 01-29-21,
Previous Sale: $1,725,000, 06-23-11

231 Los Santos Court, $2,600,000, 4 Bdrms, 3318 SqFt, 2018 YrBlIt, 02-03-21,
Previous Sale: $2,110,000, 11-12-19

25 Merrill Circle, $2,250,000, 5 Bdrms, 4155 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 01-29-21,
Previous Sale: $1,810,000, 08-01-13

1926 Saint Andrews Drive, $950,000, 2 Bdrms, 1889 SqFt, 1978 YrBIt, 01-22-21

29 Winslow Place, $2,035,000, 4 Bdrms, 2287 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 01-29-21,
Previous Sale: $1,300,000, 03-13-15

ORINDA

128 Catherine Court, $3,100,000, 4 Bdrms, 4501 SqFt, 1985 YrBlt, 02-05-21

38 Crestview Drive, $1,375,000, 3 Bdrms, 1875 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 01-26-21,
Previous Sale: $1,275,000, 06-18-16

32 Heather Lane, $1,575,000, 6 Bdrms, 4048 SqFt, 1980 YrBlt, 02-01-21

683 Ironbark Circle, $1,868,000, 5 Bdrms, 4256 SqFt, 1975 YrBlt, 01-22-21,
Previous Sale: $567,500, 05-28-98

10 Kittiwake Road, $2,100,000, 4 Bdrms, 4436 SqFt, 1953 YrBIt, 01-25-21,
Previous Sale: $168,500, 04-01-88

10 Orchard Court, $1,526,000, 3 Bdrms, 2195 SqFt, 1942 YrBlt, 01-22-21,
Previous Sale: $1,125,000, 11-19-15

226 Overhill Road, $1,300,000, 3 Bdrms, 1306 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 01-29-21



WHO YOU LIST WITH MATTERS

3344 Walnut Lane, Lafayette
4 Bedrooms | 2.5 Bathrooms | 2,424+ Sq.Ft | .47% Acres | Offered at $1,750,000

e —

77 Bates Blvd, Orinda 1003 Woodbury Rd. #108, Lafayette
4BDI13BAI 2879+ Sq.Ft 2BD12BAI1110% Sq.Ft
Offered at $2,150,000 | Sold for $2,500,000 Offered at $950,000

IF YOU'RE THINKING OF SELLING, WE'RE HERE AND READY TO HELP.
PUT THE STELLA AND STEPHANIE ADVANTAGE TO WORK FOR YOU.

STELLA TSAKONAS - DRE #01363574
925.878.6603
STELLA@STELLAANDSTEPHANIE.COM afiafiofioflol

‘ TOP 1% OF REALTORS IN CONTRA COSTA COUNTY ‘

C@OMPASS

STEPHANIE MULL - DRE #01955633
925.878.1896
STEPHANIE@STELLAANDSTEPHANIE.COM

STELLAANDSTEPHANIE.COM
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Local landscape consultant focuses on tree health

By John T. Miller

The lion’s share of longtime Orinda resident
Michael Baefsky’s work for private clients is
tree consulting. “The trees of Lamorinda and
the greater Bay Area have a strong hold on
me,” says Baefsky, who owns the landscape
consulting firm, Trees, Bugs, Dirt. “It’s satisfy-
ing to work with the people here who love
their trees as much as I do.”

Recently, his work has been addressing
concerns about bark beetles devastating the
Monterrey pine trees and sudden oak death

Bay A
(N groBotArea

Synthetic Grass - Installation - Landscaping

1801 Saint Mary's Rd. Moraga, CA 94556

Phone (925) 819-2100

* Design & Consulting
 New Landscape Installation * Re-Landscape & Remodel
* Residential & Commercial » Green Landscape Options
* Maintenance & Clean Ups * Synthetic Lawn Installation

killing local species of homeowners’ oak
trees. “People don’t realize that the presence
of the pests isn’t the only part of the problem.
They are there and thriving because of other
environmental factors, like insufficient water
and excessive heat for the pine trees and ex-
cessive moisture, like fog or irrigation, in the
oaks.”

Another statewide problem, especially in
many school districts, is ground squirrels un-
dermining sidewalks and other structures.
Using poisons to eliminate the pest can lead to
secondary and tertiary poisoning, according

Michael Baefsky

Photo provided

to Baefsky. “The question became how can
you design a landscape to avoid pests in the
first place?” The correct type of fence can
prevent or reduce the problem.

Baefsky was recently awarded the Cali-
fornia Department of Pesticide Regulation
first ever Lifetime Integrated Pest Manage-
ment Achievement Award. He was given the
award for his “ongoing dedication to Inte-
grated Pest Management (IPM) implementa-
tion through professional, advisory and
teaching endeavors [which] has enriched and
will continue to benefit the people of Califor-
nia,” according to the DPR.

CA Lic# 938445

... continued on Page D12



4 bd|3 ba|2147 sqft|.31 ac | $1,599,000 f
Enjoy Orinda living in the popular Del Rey

neighborhood. The home’s warm, inviting spaces
throughout provide functionality and a comfortable
family ambiance. The landscaped grounds with nature
at your doorstep appeal includes decking, patios, plus
the very private rear yard. Walk to 12 years of school!!

—CLARKTHOMPSON— @LUXLJ,RY

REAL ESTATE BROKER
VILLAGE ASSOCIATES

CALBRE# 00903367 \/l | |age

Office: 925-998-7898 | ct@clarkthompson.com
www.clarkthompson.com ASSOCIATES




My Local Favorites

SPRING 2021

SOLD

1136 Glen Road, Lafayette 1252 Rimer Drive, Moraga
$3,400,000 $1,870,000

PENDING

176 Westborough Lane, Walnut Creek
Offered at $1,008,000

1

suzi obrien homes

925.286.8520 | suzi.obrien@compass.com
suziobrienhomes.com | DRE 01482496

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527365 / 01997075. All material presented herein is intended for informational
M PA purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any

description. All measurements and square footages are approximate.
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Convenience to Town :

52 Evergreen Drive, Orinda | 4 bedrooms | 3 baths | 2744 sqft | .48 acre | $1,650,000

TR0

—=(CLARKTHOMPSON=—7

REAL ESTATE BROKER

VILLAGE ASSOCIATES

CALBRE# 00903367

BLUXURY
Village
Office: 925-998-7898 | ct@clarkthompson.com

www.clarkthompson.com

ASSOCIATES




Pending Sales

28 Merrill Circle S. 1204 Larch Avenue 1003 Woodbury Road #108
Lafayette

Offered at $2,400,000 Offered at $1,575,000 Offered at $950,000

Recently Sold

48 Charles Hill Road 56 Camino del Diablo 3337 Walnut Lane
Orinda Orinda Lafayette

L

i

Sold for $1,850,000 Sold for $1,685,000

Work with Terri in 2021! 2020 Stats:
Terri Bates Walker TERR' $31 M+ SOId

Broker | J.D. m .
510.282.44§0 . @ 1 9 transactions
terri@terribatesw rcom

t:rribcfeswgllfesr.cgme « k A

DRE 01330081 WALKFR FollowTerrion: @ O B3 B

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational
purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy
of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional
advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.




SOLD

89 TARRY LANE, ORINDA

6 DAYS ON THE MARKET

18 OFFERS | OFFERED AT $1,995,000

SOLD 25% OVER ASKING PRICE

: EMILY
{  ESTRADA finolafellner
f! REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE
I‘f- '
i ‘ﬂrl emily.estrada@compass.com finola.fellner@compass.com
- 925.708.8116 | DRE 01942438 925.890.7807 | DRE 01428834

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable
but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.




YOUR CB ORINDA
REALTORS:
LAURA ABRAMS
BEVERLY ARNOLD
EMILY BAHN
MARAM BATA
VLATKA BATHGATE
ALBERT BERNARDO
NANCY BOOTH
ROBERT BROWN
ROBERTA CALDERON
TONY CONTE

KELLY CRAWFORD
COLIN ELBASANI
JOANNE FISHMAN
LANA FITZPATRICK
SUZANNE GEOFFRION
JEFFREY GILLETT
SORAYA GOLESORKHI
HANK HAGMAN
ANDREA HARRIS
MARGARET HARTWELL
PETER HATTERSLEY
YAN HEIM

MICHELLE HOLCENBERG
WENDY HOLCENBERG
DICK HOLT

COOKIE JAVINSKY
SHELLIE KIRBY

SHERYL KORTRIGHT
MEREDITH LINAMEN
MARY BETH MACLENNAN
LARA MARKEL
CHRISTINE MASON
CHRISTINA MCCORMICK
MICHELE MCKAY

CHAD MORRISON
PEYMAN MOSHREF
AUDREY NEALE
WALTER NELSON
BRUCE NEWMAN

DIANE PETEK
MARGARET PRICE
SUSAN SCHLICHER
CATHY SCHULTHEIS
JOEL SHEIMAN
MELANIE SNOW

TOM STACK

TED STREETER

BO SULLIVAN

NORLA TORRES-TURNEY
LINDA VAN DRENT
THERESA WANG

GREG WATKINS

VAL COOK- WATKINS
JERRY WENDT

FRANK WOODWARD
JUNE YOUNG

ANA ZIMMANK

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

x
(53 COLDWELL BANKER REALTY

Orinda Orinda

550 Orindawoods $2,950,000 341 Camino Sobrante  $2,600,000
5+ BD/5.5BA, 5775 sq ft. Gated private estate on 4.86 acres 4 Beds/4 Baths This Mid-Century offers the best in
lot w/Orindawoods amenities incl. tennis, pool, BART shuttle. Galifornia indoor-outdoor living.
Soraya Golesorkhi 925-808-8390 Laura Abrams

sg@sorayadhomes.com Lic#0177173 Www.341CaminoSobante.com

58 Tomcat Way  $2,995,000
Stunning Wilder home with spectacular flat back-
yard on a 1/2-acre lot.

Melanie Snow
www.58tomcatway.com

925-360-0344
Lic #0878893

510-697-3225
Lic#01272382

6 Beds/6 Baths, 8063 sq. ft. State of the art, archi-

4 Beds/3 Baths, 2846 sq. ft. Sleepy Hollow Rancher tecturally designed craftsmen estate.
Privacy and security in your own 5-acre county estate w/flat yard, pool, cabana bar & putting green.

$2,495,000

200 Hall Drive 129 Lombardy Lane

$2,495,000

Melanie Snow /Laura Abrams

925-360-0344 925-360-0344/510-697-3225
Lic #0878893 20haciendacircle.com Lic#00878893/01272382

510-499-4709 Melanie Snow
Lic #01965925 www.129lombardy.com

Yan Heim
Yanheim.com

Orinda

32 Via Farallon $1,525,000 63 Moraga Via  $1,795,000 )
First time on the market! Move right in. Fabulous Views 4 Beds/2 Baths, 1757 sq ft. Mid-Century Modern in Orinda 4 Beds/3.5 Baths. Spacious Glorietta home with open
and flat areas for play and entertaining. County Club! Stylish 50's elements. Flat backyard for entertaining floorplan and large yard.

Laura Abrams 510-697-3225 Laura Abrams 510-697-3225 Michelle Holcenberg
www.40CaminoDelDiablo.com Lic#01272382 www.32ViaFarallon.com Lic#01272382 www.holcenberg.com

Lafayette

40 Camino Del Diablo ~ $1 ,945,000

925/324-0405
Lic#01373412

Oakland San Francisco

818 Van Ness- Ave #804 R $998,000
Penthouse w/City Views. Building offers roof-top terrace
entertaining space.

925-900-52888 Yan Heim
Lic #02050542 Yanheim.com

$929,000

iy
5901 San Pablo Ave.
4 Beds/4.5 Baths Happy Valley Hideaway on 1/2 acre lot!  Charming 3 Bedroom/1Bath
Elevated pool w/waterfalls, hot tub, swing set & more! Single Family, 1208 sg. ft with yard!
Tom Stack 925-878-9964 Christine Mason

Tomstack.com Lic#01501769  www.christinemason.me

$2,599,000

510-499-4709
Lic #01965925

Coldwell Banker Orinda
5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925-253-4600

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. Real
estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Realty are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2020 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned
offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. &



DIP YOURTOES INTO THESE
TWO ORINDA GEMS

38 Muth Drive | 53 Parklane Drive

Call for details T, Call for details

ABE DS 2]3;\'1‘115 2,3 20 SQFT N SBEDS 3 .5 BATHS 3 ,170 SQFT

An oak-studded lot, with easy Walk to Glorietta Ele'ementary
downtown access and ideal School, Meadow Swim &
commule location in Orinda! Tennis Club, & the Rim Trail!

925.980.3829 DRE# 01885058
Shannon®@ ShannonConner.com Villageassociates.com
ShannonConnercom 925.254.0505

shannon conner

villageassociates.com | @villageassociates | 925.254.0505 | It's Village. Of Course.

ASSOCIATES
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Local landscape consultant focuses on tree health

... continued from Page D4

IPM began in the 1950s out of discontent
over a purely insecticidal approach to insect
control, which came to prominence with
Rachel Carson’s book “Silent Spring.”

Baefsky formed his landscaping and con-
sulting firm in Orinda after receiving a de-
gree in Pest Management from UC Berkeley in
1985. He provides professional tree, pest and
soil consulting to both public and private
clients. Baefsky advises and consults with
clients encouraging sustainable practices in
the landscape that include re-using materials
on sites as mulches, minimizing wasteful irri-
gation practices by monitoring soil moisture
and watering as needed, eliminating pesticide
use when alternatives exist, and using mate-
rials and methods that match specific sites.

He has held tree and IPM related advisory
positions in the Bay Area and helped develop
many IPM publications, most recently work-
ing with Dr. Chris Geiger of the San Francisco

Department of the Environment to coauthor
“Pest Prevention by Design — Landscapes”
which focuses on elements of design to pre-
vent pest invasion.

Shortly after the California Healthy
Schools Act (HSA) was passed in 2000, Baef-
sky traveled up and down the state working
with districts on mandatory IPM training and
providing information about pesticide use at
public schools. He has also taught classes on
Insects and IPM Pest Management at Merritt
College, and on trees, pests, diseases and soil
at Diablo Valley College.

“Teaching is my favorite tool,” says Baef-
sky. He recalls an “Aha” moment when giving
a workshop for the city of San Francisco a
few years back: “There were about 120 par-
ticipants at the Hall of Flowers who were
used to more passive types of learning
through PowerPoint presentations with the
lights out. I gave them all a worksheet and
turned it into a problem-solving treasure
hunt with tables and exhibits filling the

rooms. Everyone got excited and involved.”

Ever since, Baefsky discovers the joy of
hands-on interactive workshops, going be-
yond the lecture format to present stimulat-
ing learning situations. He is a strong propo-
nent of organic gardening, but not an ab-
solute purist. “If an approach is environmen-
tally sound, 'm willing to use it. I'm also a
firm believer in following university re-
search,” he says.

COVID-19 has affected face-to-face contact
for Baefsky, but he observes that people’s in-
creased involvement with their homes during
the pandemic may have led to even more
calls. His current protocol is to phone the
client on arrival to their property, take a look
at whatever the problem is, and then call
back with his observations and suggestions,
while often following up in writing.

People interested in Baefsky’s work may
contact him at treesbugsdirt@gmail.com, or
call (925) 254-7950.

THE RENTAL CONCIERGE

ENTALS

FOR BAY AREA OWNERS AND RENTERS

It's so hard to
find a place
to rent in the
Bay Area!
Andrea, can
you and your

Andrea and Team, I'm a real estate
agent who doesn't handle rentals and
my clients just closed on a fantastic
property they'd like to rent out.
Can you take it from here?

team find me
a new home
and handle all
the frustrating
details so I
can rest easy?

AndreaRentals,

I have a great rental property, but
my tenants just gave notice and the
thought of dealing with it makes
me want to scream. Save me!

Yes! Let’s connect.

—V

We're moving out of Lamorinda, but we don't want to
selll AndreaRentals, can you find us some great renters
who will love and care for the house while we're gone?
510.545.3461 | info@andrearentals.com

Full details and fee
information for Owner
and Renter Services at

andrearentals.com

BRE #02003472
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Simply Fabulous in Burton Valley Coming Soon:
320 Lowell Lane E, Lafayette Turnkey Burton Valley Beauty
4 Bed | 3 Full | £3,127 Sq Ft + +120 Sq Ft Studio | .29 Acre 3260 Rohrer Drive, Lafayette

$2,295,000 3Bed | 2 Full | +2,4165q Ft + 180 Sq Ft Studio | +.23 Acre
320LowellLaneE.com $1,695,000

Let’'s Make a Plan for
Your Next Big Move!

Work With Us! 925.788.8345

BRYDON & IVES

Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives
925.788.8345
bi@brydonivesteam.com
brydonivesteam.com

DRE 01408025 | 01367466

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed
reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already
listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.
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Garage door troubleshooting
=t o) R .Y } i

for spiders, leaves or dirt.

By Jim Hurley

Long ago, everyone enjoyed stopping in the driveway, getting out of
their car, manually opening the garage door, and getting back in their
car to drive into the garage, because they had no choice. (Unless, like
my dad, you had children to assign to the task.) Thank goodness, the
automatic garage door is a reliable feature of our homes that we take
for granted - unless it stops working.

Garage door styles have come full circle, in a manner of speaking.
Originally “carriage house” doors were double wide panels, with big
tee-strap hinges on each side, that opened out manually. Over time,
carriage house doors were replaced by single panel tilt-up doors which
were then replaced by roll-up doors. Now, new roll-up doors are made
to look like the old-fashioned carriage house doors. Everything old is
new again.

When your opener stops working, your first goal is probably to get
the car out of the garage since you were leaving for some reason. The
solution is to open the door manually. At the front of the door, near the
top of the bar that connects the door to the opener, there is a clip with a
pull cord attached. Pull down on the cord and the clip should click into
a downward position. This releases the door from the opener’s drive
shaft. You should now be able to lift and roll the door open easily. If
the door does not open easily, there is more trouble than just the
opener not working. We will get to that below. For now, take care of
your errand, but when you close the garage door be careful to bring it

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977

Wednesday, March 17, 2021

down gently (do not let it drop!)

When you get back it is time to start debugging the opener’s
problem. First check to see that the opener can work. If the motor does
not try to run or even make a sound when you push the button, there
may be a problem with the outlet that it is plugged into. Get a step
ladder, unplug the opener from the outlet and plug the opener into a
heavy duty, (16 gauge), extension cord. Plug the extension cord into an
outlet that you know is working and see if the garage door opener runs.
Remember that you disconnected the drive from the door when you
pulled the clip down, so the motor may run without the door going up.

If the opener runs, your next step is to restore power to the ceiling
outlet. Check the circuit breaker panel for a tripped breaker. If the
breakers are all on, then it is possible the ceiling outlet is wired into a
CGFI outlet somewhere. Check each of the CGFI outlets, (I sense
another article coming), to make sure they are working. If you find one
to reset, check back on your opener’s outlet. If you cannot get the outlet
back on, you can leave the opener plugged into the extension cord and
still use the door until your handyman or electrician comes to fix the
outlet.

If the opener refuses to run, it is time to call the garage door
repairman. There might be a sticker by the opener button on the wall
of your garage of the company that installed the unit, or you can search
Garage Door Repair online. A specialist will have the right parts, the
experience to adjust the new opener if needed, and get the job done
with little inconvenience to you.

Was the door heavy and difficult to lift when you disconnected it
from the drive earlier? The springs on your garage door
counterbalance the weight of the door. When a spring breaks, the door
becomes too heavy for the power opener to lift and the motor will start
acting sketchy, like starting to open and stopping, or pulling with a loud
racket. When this happens, unless you’re in the Super Handy
Do-It-Yourselfer category, it’s best to call the garage door repairman.

One other problem that may occur is that the door goes up but will
not come down. There is an electric sensor near the ground on either
side of the door. These are a safety feature that prevents the door from
closing if anything (like your car or a child) is in the way. Check to see if
something was placed or fell in front of the sensors, or they might
become misaligned. Once, we had a spider build her nest in the sensor
and block the beam with a leaf. The sensors have a red and green light.
If the path is clear and
they can “see” each
other, the lights will be
lit. If there is
something blocking
the path, the lights will
either not light or
blink. Check the
sensors, clear the path,
or adjust the

Jim Hurley is an
independent
handyman with over 25
years of experience in
residential repairs.
Hopefully this free
advice is helpful to
someone attempting
Do-It-Yourself home
repairs. The

) information presented
alignment to make the isintended for
lights stay on, this informational purposes

and for use by persons
having appropriate
technical skill, at their own discretion and risk.

should fix the closing
problem.
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VANGUARD PROPERTIES
EAST BAY

Get to know our talented team of realtors in the East Bay!

LARRY HERTZ SHIVA JAFARZADEH ERIN KELLY BEN OLSEN
925.330.7416 925.876.2290 925.235.9885 925.381.2151

SUE OLSEN JOY RAYNER TAMARA SORENSEN CHRISTY TONG
925.376.3400 408.881.4790 760.218.8636 925.330.9937

REGIONAL DIRECTOR

RON MINTZ
925.872.0968
ron@vanguardproperties.com

RICK
MERRITT

415.308.6207

LORITRUE To learn more about our growing team & our upcoming office,
916.599.5500 contact Ron today.

L LEVERAGE

DRE#01486075 VANGUARDPROPERTIES.COM



58 Tomcat Way, Wilder, Orinda $2,995,000: Active 129 Lombardy Lane, Orinda $2,495,000: Active

244 Claudia Court, Moraga $2,850,000: Buyers Pending

It's a sellers market for luxury homes.
Let me know if | can be of help.

Melanie
Snow

melanie@melaniesnow.com
melaniesnow.com
925.360.0344 cell

CAL BRE #00878893




925.254.0505 | It's Village. Of Course.

home is where you make it

Looking for
more space”?

| know some
good places.

John Nash

realtor

DRE # 01995244
www.johnbnash.com
john@johnbnash.com

925-330-9474

New Listing!

31 Honey Hill Road, Orinda $1,895,000
5Bed | 3Bath | 3 Car Garage | 2,550+ Sq Ft

Up a private lane...This beautiful warm & welcoming home with a close to perfect floor plan on a stunning level
lot, in an exceptional Orinda location has it all! Bathed in lovely natural light, this exquisite home showcases
spacious open rooms, including a fabulous gourmet kitchen/family room & an incredible master retreat. The
gorgeous terraced yard is an entertainer's dream with a built in BBQ/kitchen, luxurious lounging spaces, lush
lawns & gardens & a wonderful playhouse offers something for everyone's outdoor enjoyment. Home Sweet Home!
31honeyhill.com Contact Chris and Tracy to schedule a private viewing!

Chris Swim

Tracy Keaton
Lic. 00943989 | 01051349
925.7166.1447
chris@chrisswim.com
chrisswim.com

COMPASS

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771, All material presented herein is intended for informattional purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement
is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.




i ey g
| — T g

925.254.0505 | It's Village. Of Course.

home is where you make it

Looking for
more space”?

| know some
good places.

John Nash

realtor

DRE # 01995244
www.johnbnash.com
john@johnbnash.com

925-330-9474

New Listing!

31 Honey Hill Road, Orinda $1,895,000
5Bed | 3Bath | 3 Car Garage | 2,550+ Sq Ft

Up a private lane...This beautiful warm & welcoming home with a close to perfect floor plan on a stunning level
lot, in an exceptional Orinda location has it all! Bathed in lovely natural light, this exquisite home showcases
spacious open rooms, including a fabulous gourmet kitchen/family room & an incredible master retreat. The
gorgeous terraced yard is an entertainer's dream with a built in BBQ/kitchen, luxurious lounging spaces, lush
lawns & gardens & a wonderful playhouse offers something for everyone's outdoor enjoyment. Home Sweet Home!
31honeyhill.com Contact Chris and Tracy to schedule a private viewing!

Chris Swim

Tracy Keaton
Lic. 00943989 | 01051349
925.7166.1447
chris@chrisswim.com
chrisswim.com

COMPASS

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771, All material presented herein is intended for informattional purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement
is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.




Valor T oriema

Top Notch Energy
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John Notch owner =
Cell 510-703-6956

Call for appointment

9% off

& 925-655-7528 LLURI LT
of this ad

New Builds

Staining

Restoration

.. and so much more!

Lic #962764 1 . Check us out on Yelp and Google!
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1954 TRINITY AVE. WALNUT CREEK. 94596 | PRICED FROM $1.2 MILLIONS

2 Bed | 2 Bath | Zoom Room| Views of Mt. Diablo | Private Terrace

*Call to schedule a private tour

. v B'RE #01373412

JV\ MICHELLE
Ind HOLCENBERG

63 Moraga Via, Orinda

Shelter in style. Kitchen/great room,
living room with vaulted ceiling.
Large, wooded yard with flat lawn,
patio and deck, plus a detached
office. The perfect home in the
heart of sought-after Glorietta.

4 BED
3.5 BATH

+2,600 sQ FT

Contact me for details. 0.63 ACRE

www.holcenberg.com

Michelle Holcenberg

Qoldw%u Banker Top 20 East/North Bay Region

- T
rf'i"c_hel'l’e@holcenberg com
'925-324-0405

©2021 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldiell B: ker I rademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is
comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Rea\o oup € and franchised offices which are mdapendenﬂy owned and operated. The

Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles‘of the.Fair Housing Act and the Equa\ Oppor ga CalRE #01908304 - &
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

Top of the Morning!

The yellow flowers of the shamrock, also known as oxalis.

... continued from Page D1

Shamrocks grow in my garden in the
colors of pink and yellow. There are over 500
species of Oxalis, known as sorrel or
shamrock. Many people consider them a
weed because they do multiply. Because I
love the Irish lore, I love my spreading
shamrocks. They grow from a small bulb and
in March sprout mounds of beautiful green
clover-shaped leaves with flowers that open

at the top of the morning and close at the end
of the day. I started my collection by growing
shamrocks indoors in a pot and eventually
moved the plants outdoors. When the foliage
turns yellow and begins to die, cut the leaves
to let the plant sleep. Next season, the
shamrocks will burst forth again. The tiny
bulbs or tubers can easily be moved or
transplanted elsewhere. Be aware that
shamrocks can become invasive. If you have
a small yard, it may be best to keep them in a
container. Or designate one area of your

garden for the shamrocks and don’t allow
them to escape.

Wear green on March 17 and celebrate
St. Patrick’s Day with a pot of shamrocks on
your table. They may not bring you a pot of
gold, but shamrocks are a reminder that
once we can travel again, visiting the land of
leprechauns is at the end of the rainbow.

Happy St. Patrick’s Day. Erin go Bragh!
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Cynthia Brian’s Gardening Guide for March

Since I've been writing this column since 2008, I
often mistakenly assume that readers understand
that I encourage the use of organic and safe
garden practices for feeding, fertilizing, spraying,
or eliminating pests. There are always ways to
create a beautiful garden without the use of toxic
chemicals, insecticides, herbicides, and pesticides.
Keeping our children, pets, and wildlife safe and
healthy is of the utmost importance. Whether I
specific an organic method or not, please always
use eco-friendly products. By doing so, we’ll also
heal our planet.

ELIMINATE SNAILS: Non-toxic to children,
chickens, and other pets, Sluggo and Natria are
two organic haits containing iron phosphate
which naturally occurs in soil. Non-ingested bait
degrades and becomes part of the soil.

Other ways to purge snails and slugs include:

a. Handpicking them. I often go out at night
with a flashlight and a bucket. If you have
chickens, ducks, or geese, they’ll feast on
escargot. Otherwise, at the risk of sounding cruel,
you must kill them. We do the snail stomp. Put on
boots and dance around. Other ways include
drowning them in a bucket of water.

b. Trapping them. Snails like to hide in damp,
dark refuges under flowerpots, boards or plants.
Gather them in the morning after their nightly
raid.

c. Beer bowls. Snails are attracted to the
fermenting yeast of beers. If you put out saucers
or shallow bowls of beer, they will fall in. They
don’t get drunk. They drown in the beer.

d. Copper barriers. Copper bands or strips are
probably the most effective barrier to keep snails
and slugs out of pots and plants. It is
work-intensive and more expensive, but
especially useful around trees.

e. Decollate snails: These predatory snails have
been used in Southern California to control Stone wall at the site of the 7th Century Seven Churches of the Aran Islands (“Na Seacht

young small brown snails in citrus groves. " : ; ;s .
However, they cannot be used in Northern Teampall” in the Gaelic) with lawn daisies growing.

California as they would endanger other mollusk
species.

Once you have killed your snails, you can add
them to your compost pile where their moist
bodies will decompose quickly. The shells will
take a bit longer but will add nutrients as they
compost.

UPGRADE your outdoor living to be a place that
encourages peacefulness and solitude. Create an
area where you can work and listen to the
sounds of nature.

SUPPORT National Farmworkers Awareness
Week March 25-31 by purchasing produce from
socially responsible vendors.

... continued on Page D22
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Cynthia Brian’s Gardening Guide for March

Herbs in a Galway Garden

... continued from Page D21

TRY a solar-powered sonic mole deterrent that emits vibrations through the
ground to keep these velvety creatures at bay. Moles do produce unsightly
molehills and undermine plants with their shallow tunnels which can cause
roots to dry out. They also do positive chores by feeding on slugs.
STORE garbage cans out of reach of scavengers. Don’t feed wildlife. Skunks,
racoons, and coyotes have become frequent neighborhood visitors and can be
dangerous.
FEED your lawns. Healthy soil grows healthy strong grass. Top your lawn with %
inch of compost or use a slow-release organic fertilizer that disseminates their
nutrients through animal, plant, and mineral matter. It is best to fertilizer before
rainfall.
TURN on lawn sprinklers to check the heads have not been covered by new
growing grass.
DESTROY weeds and poison oak without toxic chemicals.

For weeds in sidewalk cracks, borders, and areas where lawns, flowers, and

Irish ivy on an Irish stone wall.

other plants won’t be affected, mix one tablespoon Dawn dishwashing detergent,
a cup of salt, and a gallon of regular white vinegar in a pail. Pour into a spray
bottle and spray on the weeds on a sunny day. The sunlight works the magic. Be
careful where you spray as this solution is harmful to grass and plants. It will kill
your weeds.

For poison oak or super-tough weeds, buy a gallon of 30% white vinegar and
put it in a spray tank undiluted. Spray poison oak as it emerges in spring and do
it on a warm, sunny day. The 30% white vinegar is very potent and will kill
everything it touches. It is the safe and effective alternative to using Round Up
for a similar amount of money. It also is useful for cleaning brick and stone
patios, driveways, greenhouses, and hothouses. It will dissolve calcium, mineral,
and lime buildup.

SPRING for spring on March 20. Enjoy the rebirth of our gardens and start
digging deeper.
Happy Gardening. Happy Growing. Happy Spring!
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Enlarge your living area with an outdoor kitchen or entertainment space complete with a built in
barbecue and the warm glow of a stone or masonry fireplace.
Garden Lights Landscape Development, Inc. is a full service landscape & pool design build firm.
We design & install with just one call 925-254-4797 * www.gardenlightslandscape.com

Celebrating over 20 years of service in Lamorinda. Bonded — Licensed & Insured License# 702845 (27 & (53

McDonnell \@ Nursery

; U s TR ]
shop now to receive McDonnell bucks

Cynthia Brian sitting in an Irish garden
under a full moon.

Cynthia Brian, The Goddess Gardener, is available for hire famlly owned since 1933

to help you prepare for your spring garden. Raised in the .
vineyards of Napa County, Cynthia is a New York Times Flowers ¢ Trees ¢ Succulents ¢ POttCI‘y & Fountains
best-selling author, actor, radio personality, speaker, media .

and writing coach as well as the Founder and Executive Benches ¢ Garden Decor * House Plants ¢ Gifts e JCW@]I’}/
Director of Be the Star You Are!® 501 c3. Tune into . .

Cynthia’s StarStyle® Radio Broadcast at Garden Consultation

www.StarStyleRadio.com.
Buy copies of her best-selling books, including, Chicken

Soup for the Gardener’s Soul, Growing with the Goddess www.mcdonnellnursery.com
Gardener, and Be the Star You Are! Millennials to Boomers
at www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store. Receive a FREE 196 Moraga Way ° (925) 254-3713 - Open Wednesday - Sunday

inspirational music DVD.

Hire Cynthia for writing projects, garden consults, and
inspirational lectures.
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com
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Ashley Battersby

Coming Soon!

519 Miner Road 10 La Punta 53 Parklane Drive 42 Camino Lenada Patricia Battersby
Resort-like 7160 sqft 5 bed/ 5 bath/  Gated estate on secluded cul-de- Sensational 5 bed/ 3.5 bath Charming ease of living 3 bed/ 2 Shannon Conner
4 half bath custom gated estate sac w/ views of San Pablo reservoir, Ranch-style 3170 sqft Glorietta bath 1601 sqft home at end of
built in 2017 by Diamond San Francisco Bay, & the home w/ park-like backyard, pool, private cul-de-sac in prime Country Meara Dunsmore
Construction. $8,995,000 mountains of Mar|n.$5,795,000 & sports court. $1 ’995,000 Club area. $1’3991000 Linda Ehrich
ORINDA ORINDA ORINDA ORINDA Joan Evans
W T . ; w

Linda Friedman
Claudia Gohler

Dexter Honens |l

_ R Ncw Listing! SR d New Listing! [N Lo April Matthews
47 Estabueno Drive 52 Evergreen Drive 20 Oak Court 67 Brookwood Road # 3 Hillary Murphy
Traditional 4 bed/ 3 bath custom  Classic one-level 4 bed/ 3 bath One of Orinda’s last near-acre VIEW Rarely available 2 bed/ 1 bath first
home in popular Del Rey home on .48 acre knoll w/ patio & properties that is ready to build on floor condo in charming Orinda Karen Murphy
neighborhood on tranquil lush .31 pool. Close-in location. Not to be & is in a mature neighborhood. Oaks, close to BART, shops, theater
acres. $1,599,000 Missed! Call for Price ~ Great views! §780,000 & resteurens §525,000 John Nash

Altie Schmitt
LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE ]
S : - S _ udy Schoenrock

Ann Sharf
Amy Rose Smith

s Molly Smith
Coming Soon!
X — . . Jeff Snell
22 Northridge Lane 1084 Brown Avenue 1000 Dewing Avenue #307 1006 Woodbury Road #102
Fabulous gated entry ridge line Single story 3 bed/ 2.5 bath Single level 3 bed/ 2 bath 1568 One level 2 bed/ 2 bath corner unit Lynda Snell
retreat w/ 4 bed/ 4.5 bath + office/  remodel w/ built-in BBQ & patio +  sqft condo close to downtown w/ private entrance. Premium
den. Minutes to downtown w/ grass play area & large patio. Mt. Lafayette w/ private patio & south facing location w/ views of Steve Stahle
views of Reservoir! $2,895,000 Diablo views! $1,649,000 in-closet laundry. $1,649,000 Mt. Diablo. $1,565,000 Clark Thompson
WALNUT CREEK ~ WALNUT CREEK ALAMO LIVERMORE Angie Evans Traxinger
' T B -F Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward

Margaret Zucker

1918 Lakeshire Dr|ve 181 El Dorado Road 10 Serenity Lane 10 Storybook Lane

Beautifully renovated 2 bed/ 2.5 Renovated one level 4 bed/ 3 bath Majestic gated 12 bed/ 13 bath/ 3 Perfect opportunity to build in

bath overlooking lake w/ easy charmer in sought-after Saranap half bath chateau w/ vineyard, 20 amazing setting near Mt. Diablo on

access to pool, gym, clubhouse, & neighborhood w/ inviting deck & showcase car barn, & trophy club 8 acre gated parcel w/ room for

golf course! $2,235,000 expansive lawn.  §1 495000 oo™ $19,500,000 horses 8 stable. $895,000 \/- | |
) focebook comVilageassociates 93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 « Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505

) twitter.com/villageassoc

o . . . ASSOCIATES
Visit www.villageassociates.com Click on (@UsEYAelsSaRpleiEs —
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