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Brady Huchingson

By Jon Kingdon

Yes, Virginia. There is a football sea-
son in Lamorinda. Sixteen months
after their last games, the football
programs at Acalanes, Campolindo
and Miramonte, which many were
ready to write off, began their presea-
son practices as a precursor to a six-
game season.

The coaches all felt that it was
necessary to have any type of season.
“It’s important to have a season, par-
ticularly for our seniors,” Acalanes
head coach Floyd Burnsed said. “They
have all worked hard to play.”

Miramonte Head coach Jack
Schram echoed those sentiments: “It’s
a feeling of relief and excitement. I'm
glad for our seniors. We’ve been run-
ning conditioning style camps since
June so it’s great to finally get the op-
portunity to play.”

It’s more than just playing the
games that is so crucial for the play-
ers, according to Campolindo head
coach Kevin Macy. “It was more than
important to have a season, it was
critical, particularly for the seniors
who had nothing this year,” Macy
said. “Everything about high school
has been taken away from the stu-
dents, beyond the distance learning.
Playing football is another connection
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they can have with the school. Plus,
for our freshmen, it’s the first time
they have stepped on campus and it’s
their first exposure to our program.”

The protocols and precautions are
never overlooked. “I have to keep
telling them to keep their social dis-
tancing and their masks on,” Macy
said. “Our practices are super regu-
lated, socially distanced drills with
masks on at every moment.”

Everything is done outside so the
teams have a big screen TV set up on
the track and the players can watch
film while sitting in the stands while
still practicing social distancing. “It’s
harder because we’re not allowed into
the classrooms to have meetings,”
Burnsed said.

Miramonte has been running in-
stall type drills since June so Schram
has not needed to utilize the outdoor
screen, but the restrictions go far past
using the classrooms. “We haven’t
been able to use our weight room or
locker room,” Schram said. “In fact,
only one person at a time is allowed to
use the indoor bathroom.”

Acalanes is the only team with a
returning, starting quarterback. With
a 9-3 record and making it into the
second round of the playoffs last sea-
son, Burnsed is very optimistic about
the team’s prospects this season.
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Brady Huchingson had a domi-
nant junior season completing 63.2%
of his passes along with 29 touch-
downs and only five interceptions.
Huchingson picked up where he left
off with a dominant performance in a
scrimmage against Granada. “He’s
the real deal,” said Burnsed. “He’s a
good athlete that throws the ball well
with good arm strength. There is still
a lot of upside to him.”

Despite the graduation of Jake De-
laney, last year’s leading rusher, the
Dons will still have a solid running of-
fense with seniors Dane Jenssen (326
yards) and Nic Rossi (323 yards). Ju-
niors Evan Malmquist, who averaged
9.2/yds per carry for last year’s unde-
feated JV team and Dante Mont-
gomery will both be used in the back-
field and as a wide receivers.

With last year’s seniors catching
87% of the team’s receptions, Burnsed
is relying on a strong junior class, be-
sides Malmquist and Montgomery.
“We have four junior receivers that
are all learning,” Burnsed said. “We
may have senior Sam Hammond who
is coming off a knee injury last year.
If he is physically able, he could start
at the X for us. Junior Will Berrien is
also playing well as our Z receiver.”

The offensive line, with two se-
niors, J.J. Sterner and Branden Clark,
two juniors, Mike Kuhner and An-
thony Ortale and sophomore Tyler
Murphy, is a good combination of
youth and experience.

The defensive line is led by Joe
Carillo, who has committed to play at
UC Davis next year. Carillo led the
team with 20 tackles for loss last sea-
son. Josh Ramian and Dan Jenssen are
also expected to be factors on the line.

At linebacker, with seniors Niko
Cortessis (62T, 13TFL and 9.5 sacks)
and Graham Oh (58T, 5TFL and 1
sack) proving to be leaders both on
and off the field, it’s a position that
Burnsed is counting on for talent and
stability.

Senior Joe Evans will be the
leader in the defensive backfield with
several juniors competing for playing
time.

Not to be overlooked is kicker
Hunter Ridley who according to
Burnsed, “has developed into a Divi-
sion I kicker.” Ridley was named on
the preseason watch list for kickers by
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the East Bay Times and confirmed his
status by kicking a 47-yard field goal
in a scrimmage against Granada.

Burnsed remains cautiously opti-
mistic about the upcoming season:
“We have a tough schedule with no
breaks. We’re young in a lot of key
spots and made a lot of mistakes in
our scrimmage which we’re trying to
correct as soon as possible. We have a
lot of good players that just have a lot
to learn.”

The Dons won their opening game
against Monte Vista, 33-27, highlighted
by Huchingson's four touchdown
passes.

It’s proving to be a numbers game
for Coach Schram and Miramonte.
“We’re thin on numbers due to the
multiple sports occurring at the same
time,” Schram said. “Some kids have
chosen to only play one sport which
has thinned us out a bit.”

With the graduation of Matt
Meredith who led the team in passing
and rushing, Schram feels he has
found a suitable replacement in se-
nior Russel Diep, a transfer from De
La Salle High School. "Russell throws a
good ball and will throw a lot more
here than he would have at De La
Salle,” Schram said.

Seniors Aiden Brown and Jake
Doran, the second and third leading
rushers last season, will be expected
to carry the ball more with Meredith
gone. Junior Anthony Ricevuto is also
being counted on to be a contributor.

Jameson Braitber (32 receptions)
and Sam Ross (21 receptions) are ex-
pected to be the starting receivers
with Peter Reeves also being counted
on to be more of a factor this season.
Tyler Dutto and Ben Murphy, guards
on the Matadors basketball team have
chosen to come out for football for the
first time and have shown well in
practice. Dutto has looked very ath-
letic and will also be lining up at
linebacker

The offensive line looks to be the
strength of the team with four return-
ing starters. Besides being solid play-
ers, Greg Hemming, Stradley Fouch,
Roenigk Straug and Donald Frank
have all taken on the role of leaders
on the team. “These four are captains
and great leaders,” Schram said.
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Miramonte Alum & USC Cum
Laude STEM Graduate Offering
Tutoring for K-12 Students
salinastutoring.com (510) 815-9891

Electrical Service

Ideal Solar Lighting & Electric
Serving the Bay Area over 20 years!
Call today! (925)513-4704

Real Estate

Custom Quality Fencing

" REDWOOD FENCING

NEED TO SELL YOUR HOUSE?

We'll buy “AS IS” condition, all

CASH offer, NO closing costs,
NO realtor commissions!
Call now: 925-800-7510

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563

Music Lessons

Fun Piano Lessons

Learn your favorite song! | teach
Certificate of Merit. BM & MM in
Piano. Lessons in your home.
925-984-8322. lynnf253@gmail.com

| House Cleaning |

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

$10 per 1/2" classified ad height.

Email to:
classified@lamorindaweekly.com

Room for Rent

Nice Room for Rent in
Moraga. Responsible female,
non-smoker. Clean, spacious
home with large backyard.
$1050. Call: 917-749-9273

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability,
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life. Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0£90108

B lt, | |925.938-9836

. Good Nelghbor Fence

» Deer Fencing

» Picket/Split Rail

* RV Gates

* Trellis and Arbors

» Retaining Walls

* Insurance/Storm Repairs

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

-
-

=+ Ken's Rototilling
+ 4 W/D Tractors
« Hillside Weed Cutting
« Mowing - Discing « Rototilling
Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

www.kensrototilling.com

info@discoverpropertysolutions.com
www.discoverpropertysolutions.com

f Quetzal Handiman

NO JOBTOO SMALL
Electrical, plumbing,
j concrete, driveways & more..
Please call Carlos Toledo
510-689-7490

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

WE HOP TOIT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Tile Setting

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters
Cliff 510-697-1125






