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Town council votes for an earlier meeting start time

By Vera Kochan

After years of an official start
time of 7 p.m. for the Moraga
Town Council regular
meetings, members voted
unanimously to approve an
earlier 6:30 p.m. start time
during its March 10 session.
The purpose of the move is to
ensure that items of
importance are heard earlier

in the evening.

The meetings are held on
the second and fourth
Wednesdays of each month in
the Council Chambers located
at 335 Rheem Blvd., Moraga
(when not under COVID social
distancing mandates). The
public may currently view the
meetings live on television or
on the internet.

In addition to changing

the start time, meetings —
unless otherwise adjourned -
will now be automatically
adjourned at 10:30 p.m.
rather than 11 p.m. The
council could extend the
automatic adjournment to 11
p-m., if necessary, through a
majority vote. A further
adjournment to postpone
beyond 11 p.m. would require
a unanimous consent not

later than a specified time.
The new meeting time
will take effect 30 days after

adoption or when the town
council holds its scheduled
April 14 meeting.

Town Council Wednesday, March 24 7 p.m.
Planning Commission: Tuesday, April 6, 7 p.m.,
Park and Recreation Commission:

Tuesday, April 19, 7 p.m.,

Moraga School District Board Meetings :

Special Board Meeting Tuesday, April 13, 6 p.m.
www.moraga.k12.ca.us. See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Hundreds of daffodil bulbs planted in the midst of COVID

Photo Vera Kochan

Signs of spring as daffodils bloom along Moraga Way in Moraga

By Vera Kochan

The Kiwanis Club of Moraga
Valley was determined to

honor its annual tradition of
planting daffodil bulbs in win-
ter, even in the middle of
COVID mandates. However,
the project is usually done

with a large group of volun-
teers. This was where human
ingenuity stepped in.

This year’s tribute to
spring can now be seen at the
intersection of Moraga
Way/Moraga Valley Lane on
the Moraga Country Club side
of the road. Kiwanis Secretary
Sam Sperry was tasked with
creating a safe and socially
distant environment for the
team of helpers. Unfortunately,
invitations to participate had
to be withdrawn for the Mor-
aga Garden Club and Boy
Scout Troop 212 in order to
limit the planters to family
groups.

Sperry marked off three
planting areas with stakes and
yellow tape making sure they
were no closer than six feet
apart. Each planting station
had separate bottled water for
each participant along with
hand sanitizer and paper tow-

els. Additionally, he used a
temporal thermometer to take
each volunteer’s temperature
upon arrival and just prior to
planting. “I also asked each
participant to confirm upon
arrival that he/she was not ex-
periencing any symptoms of
illness and had not been ad-
vised of having been around
anyone who tested positive for
COVID,” he said. “I also had
each of them sign a legal in-
strument I prepared, which I
entitled a ‘Release of Liability
and Assumption of Risk’, to
protect our club and its affili-
ated foundation from any lia-
bility for COVID-related claims
stemming from their partici-
pation; and of course each
participant was required to
wear a mask.” Sperry himself
made certain to keep a mini-
mum of six feet away from the
workers while he doled out a
steady supply of daffodil

bulbs.

“I structured the planting
work in two shifts of two
hours each,” explained Sperry.
“One from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.,
and the other from 1 to 3 p.m,,
thereby honoring the recom-
mendation that ‘outdoor gath-
erings’ be limited to two hours.
For each shift, I limited partic-
ipation to no more than three
households.”

The morning shift in-
cluded Kiwanis member Karl
Davis, his wife and three chil-
dren, who at the end of two
hours had planted an astound-
ing 700 bulbs. The afternoon
shift had three Club members
and their spouses, John and
Darlene Haffner, Steve and
Peggy Woehleke, and Leslie
Engler with her husband
Ethan Bortman. These three
teams planted an equally im-
pressive 600 bulbs in two
hours.

When Experience Counts and Results Matter
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Located high above the city of Orinda on a 1.61 acre premier lot at the end of a court, this stunning
4376 sq ft Contemporary has 3 bedrooms and 3 full baths with a separate office/4th bedroom. Open
floor plan with an oversized living room, eat-in kitchen and family room making an unparalleled
statement of vision and design. Walls of glass bring the outside in with stunning views of Briones, Mt
Diablo, the OCC golf course and hillside below. Decks, patio, lawn areaq, fruit trees and enchanting
landscaping. Close to downtown and BART.

HIGHLY DESIRABLE RHEEM VALLEY MANOR
5 NEWBERRY PLACE, MORAGA | Offered at $1,935,000

Fabulous 5 bedroom and 3 bath home on a corner lot in the highly desirable Rheem Valley Manor. A
spacious 2795 sq ft with an ideal floor plan on a tastefully landscaped .32 acre corner lot on a cul de
sac. Gourmet eat-in kitchen with adjoining family rooms looks out at the backyard with a lush lawn,
patio, play area, garden and BBQ. Office area with cherrywood cabinets. Quality finishes, designer
colors and an abundance of natural light. Close to Moraga Commons Park, Farmer’s Market, hiking
and biking trails. The one you have been waiting for.

WELCOME HOME TO DEL REY
56 DOLORES WAY, Orinda | Offered at $1,465,000

Charming 3 bedroom and 2.5 bath, 2183 sq ft single story ranch style home on a cul de sac in the
popular Del Rey neighborhood. Vaulted ceilings, hardwood floors including new Red Oak in the family
room and master bedroom. Wonderful outdoor spaces with lawn, decks, play area and garden on .46

acres. Peaceful setting with views of Mt Diablo and the Orinda hillside. Walk to Del Rey elementary.
Close to Orinda Intermediate and Miramonte High School.

For more

SHERRIE B, PERLSTEIN

The Spring market is in full swing!

THREE EXCITING NEW LAMORINDA LISTINGS

MAGNIFICENT CONTEMPORARY WITH SWEEPING VIEWS
250 MONTE VISTA RIDGE ROAD, ORINDA | Price Upon Request
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information or a FREE confidential
Market Analysis and Opinion of Value of your
home please call Sherrie at 925.766.3030.

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed
reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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51 Moraga Way
Orinda, CA 94563






