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Lafayette elementary
schools ramp up for
five-day, on-campus

learning

By Pippa Fisher

Lafayette elementary schools
are several steps closer to
opening five days a week for
all students and have their
eye on a mid-April goal. And
to the great relief of many,
such a move will also see an
end to asynchronous
learning.

The school board unani-
mously approved a motion to
implement a return to full in-
person learning for TK
through fifth grade beginning
on April 12 at a special meet-
ing March 17 — a move wel-
comed by many parents and
teachers. Distance learning
will still be available for those
who wish to remain
off-campus.

The decision is largely the
result of studies, such as a
January study in Massachu-
setts, that appear to show
that, combined with mask-
wearing, lower physical dis-
tancing policies can be
adopted in school settings
without negatively impacting
student or staff safety.

At the time of the special
meeting school leaders were
sifting through obscurely
worded guidance from the
county regarding safe dis-
tances, and had settled on
four feet for their standard
going forward, which would
allow whole classes to gather
together, masked.

This however was fol-
lowed just a few days later by
an announcement from the
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention that three
feet is sufficient distance for
children wearing face masks
within classrooms, obviously
benefiting the district’s plans
to reopen.

The six-foot distance
standard will still apply dur-
ing snack time and for all
outdoor activity, as well as
between all adults and staff
on campus, including be-
tween staff and students.
Children will be dismissed to
return home for lunch and to
allow for continued distance
learning of special subjects,
such as art and music.

Stanley Middle School re-
turned to on-campus, hybrid
learning March 18. Lafayette
Schools Superintendent
Richard Whitmore said the
plan there is to see how that
goes. The middle school
schedule is more complex,
making the logistics some-
what more complicated.

“We also know that many
of our distance learning stu-
dents are now interested in
returning to in-person in-
struction at Stanley,” says
Whitmore. “To that end,

Principal Betsy Balmat is sur-
veying these families ... to
determine the extent of this
interest, and our highest pri-
ority is finding a way to offer
these students the opportu-
nity to return in-person to
school.”

These decisions come as
feelings have been running
high amongst parents, whose
children had not been physi-
cally in school for a year. In
fact those students in TK and
kindergarten had never even
set foot in a classroom. And
while most of the parents
who called in to the meeting
to give comments welcomed
the move, several continued
to push for a return to a full
school day.

Governing School Board
President Rob Sturm said that
he is thrilled that students
are finally able to be back on
campus at the elementary
schools and he is looking for-
ward to receiving survey
feedback for Stanley Middle
School, particularly in light of
new California Department of
Public Health guidance on
physical distancing between
students in schools, reduced
to three feet, which will cre-
ate expanded onsite in-
person options.

“It would be an under-
statement to say that this has
been a challenging year for
our administrators, staff, and
families,” says Sturm. “With
that in mind, I am so grateful
for the steady and thoughtful
leadership of our Superin-
tendent Richard Whitmore,
his unwavering commitment
to reopening schools safely,
and the partnership and ded-
ication he and his adminis-
trative team have shown as
they have had to navigate
ever-changing rules and reg-
ulatory requirements.”

Sturm continues, “We be-
lieve we have the very best
teachers and staff, and they
have proven their incredible
value time and time again
during these unprecedented
times. I also appreciate the
involvement of our parents,
and their input in helping to
get us to the right place for
our community. We can’t
wait to see all our students'
smiling faces together on
campus soon.”

District staff and Stanley
Middle School administrators
will be presenting an update
to the governing board at a
special meeting on April 7,
and will share more details at
that time regarding Stanley’s
return, the new guidance,
and how the shift in physical
distancing requirements
might impact the middle
school.

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions with your
community. Send a letter to the editor:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com
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I'M SELLING LAMORINDA!

Moraga resident since 1966.
Sucessfully selling real estate
for over 35 years.

COMPASS

925.376.7T7T7
keith.katzman@compass.com
DRE # 00875484

Your Strategic Partner

When you're preparing your home for market, it makes sense
to assess what improvements can be made so that you're not
leaving money on the table at closing. But what are those
improvements? Let's work together well before a sale so that
you can benifit from my expertise as a strategic partner!

Concierge Service

The hassle-free way to sell your home faster and for a higher
price. Our Concierge Service helps you maximize the value
of your home Compass Concierge helps you easily prepare

your home for market by advancing the funds for home
improvement services.
No upfront costs, no interest, no hidden fees - ever.

As always, | am here to help ... | listen and | care!
I'm selling homes fast! Yours could be next!
Call me for a no obligation visit!

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Num-
ber 01866771. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but
has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy

of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

Lafayette
Public
Meetings

LAFAVETTE
City Council
Regular Meeting
Monday, April 12, 7 p.m.
Teleconference via City of Lafayette's

You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Planning Commission
Meeting

Monday, April 5, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Design Review

Wednesday, April 14, 7 p.m. Zoom
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube
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It takes two to make
things go right...

320 Lowell Lane E, Lafayette
Offered at $2,295,000
320LowellLaneE.com

3260 Rohrer Drive, Lafayette
Offered at $1,695,000
3260RohrerDrive.com

1064 Viela Court, Lafayette
Call us for more info., 925.285.8336

WORK WITH US!

Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives
925.285.8336
bi@brydonivesteam.com
brydonivesteam.com
DRE 01408025 | 01367466
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