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#'" 1723 Spyglass Lane

Detached, Single Level Home

COMPASS

114 La Quinta
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2bd | 2ba | 1,720 sq.ft. | .17 acres
Sold February, 2021 $1,060,000

Representing Sellers in Moraga Country Club:

1844 St. Andrews
3bd | 2ba | 1,922 sq.ft. | .14 acres
Sold March, 2021 $1,235,000

Compass s a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235, All material present-
ed herein is intended for infor-mational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or
withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

Small Cell Wireless issues discussed during town council meeting

Image Bigstock

|

|

|
iy
i

|
' Il

“||lnlll'§? .i|I|||“

|

&

ULPTURE

COMPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!
Fully Insured <« Certified Arborists <+ License #655977
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com
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By Vera Kochan

The Federal Communications
Committee issued a ruling in
September 2018, making it
difficult for municipalities to
avoid the installation of 5G
equipment for small cell
wireless facilities, titled: Ac-
celerating Wireless Broad-
band by Removing Barriers to
Infrastructure Investment,
WT Docket No. 17-79 (the
“Order”).

Although the Order went
into effect on Jan. 14, 2019,
there was an established
deadline for local jurisdic-
tions to publish compliant
aesthetic standards by April
15, 2019.

According to a March 24
presentation for the council
by Town Manager Cynthia
Battenberg and Assistant
Town Attorney Denise Baz-
zano, “Planning staff pre-
sented to the town council on
March 13, 2019, various op-
tions for revisions to Moraga
Municipal Code Chapter 8.144
'—Wireless Communications
Facilities, Satellite Dishes and
Miscellaneous Antennas', in
response to the Order. Staff
noted that, at that time, the
town had regulations in place
regarding wireless communi-
cations facilities in MCC
Chapter 8.144, but no regula-
tions pertaining to small cell
facilities and did not reflect
the various changes that had
been made to federal regula-
tions relating to other types of
wireless communications fa-
cilities since the initial adop-
tion of Chapter 8.144 in 1999.”
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The town adopted the
aesthetic criteria and devel-
opment standards Ordinance
No. 282 in April 2019, found
in MMC section 8.144.035,
and added a more compre-
hensive update addressing
the inconsistencies with FCC
regulations. At the time, the
town had expressed a desire
to update the entire Chapter
8.144, as well as monitor
other municipalities’ legal ef-
forts in challenging the Order.

Battenberg and Bazzano
reported, “Although the Order
was challenged by a number
of cities and other public
agencies, including the city
and county of San Francisco,
San Jose and Burlingame the
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals
upheld most of the provisions
of the Order.” The report con-
tinues, “However, the Ninth
Circuit did vacate and re-
mand certain portions of the
Order relating to the require-
ment that aesthetic regula-
tions be objective and no
more burdensome than those
applied to other infrastruc-
ture deployments stating that
the FCC lacked a reasoned
explanation.”

The council is now re-
questing staff to update the
town’s small cell wireless fa-
cility ordinance along with a
project timeline and cost esti-
mate. Staff is also taking into
consideration the many pub-
lic concerns regarding poten-
tial amendments.

Key aspects for review
regarding Developmental
Standards involve location
preferences (add, delete,
modify existing standards);
aesthetic and landscaping re-

quirements (add, delete,
modify existing standards);
noise (potentially add stan-
dards); and radiofrequency
monitoring and insurance re-
quirements (potentially add
standards).

Procedural Standards up
for review include public no-
tice (potentially add stan-
dards); and use of technical
consultants and licensed en-
gineers in review process
(potentially add standards).

Town staff feels that a fi-
nalized draft of the ordinance
could be completed in ap-
proximately 60 days, at which
point it would be presented to
the planning commission for
a recommendation before go-
ing to the town council for
consideration in June or July.

Legal costs for all neces-
sary services are estimated at
$20,000 and are appropriated
to Account 101-520-026-14 Le-
gal Fees — General from the
General Fund Reserve for Fis-
cal Year 2020-21. Legal ser-
vices will be provided by
Burke, Williams, & Sorensen
who has experience in this
direction. However, the Town
Attorney’s Office recom-
mends the additional legal
services of Harriett A. Steiner
of Best, Best and Krieger (a
telecommunications practice
group with 20 years experi-
ence in the field). Council
members agreed that if
Steiner’s services become
necessary, her fees are to be
included in the $20,000 bud-
get and not to exceed.

The council voted 4-0
(Council Member Teresa On-
oda was absent) in favor of
the appropriation.

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions with your
community. Send a letter to the editor:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com

Test confirms captured
coyote did not have

rabies
By Vera Kochan

The coyote that DNA linked to
five known attacks on hu-
mans in Lafayette and Mor-
aga was captured on March
11 and later euthanized in
order to perform a rabies
test. The UC Davis veterinary
staff performed the test and
reported the results to the
California Department of
Fish and Wildlife on March
17.

“The results are in and
are negative, so that’s good,”
stated CDFW’s Captain
Patrick Foy. “We had to re-
spectfully notify each of the
families first which took until
the evening. It was a 38-
pound male. We’re hoping
the community has some ad-
ditional level of relief that
rabies was not a factor in the
local coyote population.”

When asked if Foy had
any theories as to why the
coyote in question exhibited
such bold and aggressive be-

havior toward its victims, he
responded, “Lots of questions
about why attacks of this na-
ture occur, especially after
taking rabies out of the
equation, but we have no
way of speculating on the
motive of an attacking bear,
mountain lion, or coyote in
this case, other than engag-
ing in its natural predatory
behavior.”

The Humane Society of
the United States confirms
that a coyote that doesn’t run
away from humans has most
likely been fed within the
area by handouts, pet food
left outside, or by gaining ac-
cess to the contents of
garbage cans. “Often, coyote
attacks are preventable by
modifying human behavior
and educating people about
ways to prevent habituation.”

For more information
about coyotes and other ani-
mals that share our environ-
ment visit:
www.keepmewild.org.

Town Council Wednesday, April 14, 7 p.m.
Planning Commission: Tuesday, April 6, 7 p.m.,
Park and Recreation Commission:

Tuesday, April 19, 7 p.m.,

Moraga School District Board Meetings :

Special Board Meeting Tuesday, April 13, 6 p.m.
www.moraga.k12.ca.us. See also AUHSD meeting page A2




