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A group of Moraga residents at their weekly cul-de-sac cocktails gathering.
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Some pandemic perks have staying power

By Diane Claytor

Every Friday at 5 p.m., neighbors — now friends —
grab their outdoor chair, beverage and glass, snack,
mask and sweater, and head up the hill to the end of
their Moraga street. Chairs are placed in a socially
distanced circle and, as more people arrive, the cir-
cle expands. It’s cul-de-sac cocktails, a neighbor-
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A package with a preprinted
Lafayette address label delivered to a
Saranap location had the city crossed
out and the city of Walnut Creek
written in pen by hand.

By John T. Miller

In a surprise move by the U.S. Post Of-
fice, many residents of the unincorpo-
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There are families with kids, empty nesters and
singles; they range in age from almost 2 to 80-plus.
Several households are regulars, showing up just
about every Friday; others join in occasionally. All
agree that it’s a great way to spend several hours on
a Friday evening. Birthdays are celebrated with
cupcakes and singing, accomplishments are touted
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rated area of Saranap have had their
Walnut Creek address changed to
Lafayette. The zip code for them, at
least so far, remains the same at 94595.

Apparently, a petition signed by
approximately 200 residents requested
the post office make the change. They
were originally denied, but then the
USPS went ahead and granted their
wishes, initiating the conversion.

Contra Costa County District 2 Su-
pervisor Candace Andersen said, “As
far as the County is concerned, we have
not made a final decision and would
need additional public input. It appears
the post office leapfrogged beyond
that.” She added that in the near future
the Supervisor’s office will meet with
the Chief of Staff, Congressman Mark
DeSaulnier's office, the planning de-
partment and the assessor’s office in
order to figure out what the process
should be.

“Some people may not want it,”
said Andersen, “although it wouldn’t
change anything legally; it’s just what
goes on an envelope.”

David Dacus, president of the
Saranap Community Association, says
that the board doesn’t have a view on
it, also citing the fact that there would
be no legal change, just a postal
address.

Dacus said that from what he’s
heard - anecdotally — he’s a bit skepti-
cal. “Will this affect property values?”
he asks. “The supposition is that a
Lafayette address could be more valu-
able than a Walnut Creek one.”

But longtime broker Linda Fried-
man with Village Associates, who has
also been a practicing attorney says,
“Our office is proceeding cautiously
with how we designate the affected
homes.” Friedman, who has been sell-
ing Lamorinda real estate for the past
40 years adds that they could use more
guidance. “We are respecting the as-
sessor’s listings for public records,
which are still in effect with Walnut
Creek addresses. We’ve always had the
Lafayette schools to tout with the
Saranap area and don’t feel this will
affect pricing in any way.”

dren are bragged about, wine recommendations are
shared and investment strategies discussed. Many
of these party-goers previously only knew each
other in passing — perhaps giving a smile or a quick
wave; now friendships have been formed and sup-
port given during these challenging times.

... continued on Page A10
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One of the main reasons for the
address change could be the difficulty
Saranap residents with Walnut Creek
addresses have in registering their
children for Lafayette schools. They are
often rejected because of the address
and then must go through an appeals
process, at least once each year. De-
pending on the address, a next-door
neighbor might have to jump through
hoops to enroll their child, while the
other neighbor is accepted automati-
cally into to Lafayette schools.

While residents await direction
from the County Board of Supervisors,
there already appears to be some pos-
sible problems. An Amazon package
with a preprinted label for Lafayette
arrived with a 94595 zip code. The city
on the package was marked out with a
Sharpie pem and, in large letters, it was
changed to Walnut Creek. In another
case, when reordering checks from the
bank, an elderly resident of Saranap
found her check’s address had already
been changed from Walnut Creek to
Lafayette.

(6 WAl Our Homes D1-D20

Weeds take
hold as
spring
blooms
abound

- Page D1




Page: A2

o

%

See public meetmgs schedule on
this pages and check online for
agendas, meeting notes and
announcements

City of Lafayette:
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us

Phone: (925) 284-1968
Chamber of Commerce:
www.lafayettechamber.org

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Wednesday, April 14, 2021

30LasCascadas.com

30 Las Cascadas Road, Orinda

4570+ Sq. Ft. | 2.04+ Acre Lot

$3,595,000

3921HappyValleyRoad.com
4583+ Sq. Ft. | 1.06% Acre Lot

3921 Huppy Valley Road, Lafayette

32 785 000

COMPASS

Lafayette’s #1 Realtor Since 2008
925.339.1918 | DanaGreenTeam.com | DRE 01482454

City of Lafayette pays legal fees award following Brown Act violation

By Jennifer Wake

Following a Dec. 4, 2020 order
by Contra Costa Superior
Court Judge Edward Weil, the
city of Lafayette on April 5
paid an award of attorneys
fees totaling $133,118 (minus
credit for costs) to a group of
seven Lafayette residents who
challenged three closed ses-
sions of the City Council in
2016 involving a land use ap-
plication for a tennis court
cabana on Las Trampas Road.
Last March, the First Ap-
pellate District ruled the city
council violated the Brown
Act Open Meeting Law by
holding closed sessions before

three public hearings without
identifying the matter and
disclosing information on the
agenda. The applicant’s attor-
ney had told city planning
department staff that he
would sue the city if the city
continued its refusal to allow
the cabana project to move
forward. The city planner
alerted the city attorney, who
discussed the litigation threat
with the council in closed
session on July 25, 2016, but
did not provide the council
with the city planner’s note of
the communicated threat, and
the note wasn’t placed in the
meeting agenda packet.

The Court of Appeal
agreed with the plaintiffs that

the city violated the Brown
Act and ruled the city was not
allowed “to thwart its duty of
public disclosure in this man-
ner.” The Court held that a
record of a litigation threat to
be discussed in closed session
must be included in the
agenda packet made available
to the public before a
meeting.

The Brown Act generally
requires that governing bod-
ies, such as a city council,
conduct their business in
open session allowing for
public participation, accord-
ing to an April 2020 client
brief written about the case
by Lozano Smith Attorneys at
Law. “Under certain excep-

tions, governing boards may
conduct business in ‘closed
session,” out of the view and
participation of the public,” it
stated. “One such exception
allows governing boards to
discuss pending or threat-
ened litigation in closed ses-
sion, provided that the closed
session discussion is properly
noticed and any action taken
during closed session is ‘re-
ported out’ once the board
returns to open session.”
While the court upheld
the issue that a record of a
litigation threat should have
been included in the agenda
packet, the court rejected the
plaintiff’s argument that the
cabana project was null and

void under Government Code
54960.1, which authorizes a
court to find null and void an
action taken in violation of
the Brown Act.

The California League of
Cities sought to depublish the
opinion on the grounds that
"the standard practice of
public agencies statewide
does not conform to the Court
of Appeal's opinion."

Had the opinion been un-
published, Weil wrote, "the
Court would find this a case
in which a fee award would
be unjust," but the award is
appropriate since published
opinion require changes in
the operating procedures of
local state governments.

Orchard Nursery celebrates 75 years of commumty 1nvolvement

Photos provided

Current owner Tom Courtright and Kathy Courtright Rondini

By John T. Miller

Alongtime fixture on the
western edge of Lafayette,
Orchard Nursery recently
celebrated its 75th
anniversary on March 14.

The celebration was a
reminder of the many regular
community events hosted by
the nursery, including Sunday

socials, an annual Christmas
show, and a Harvest Festival
with live music, barn animals
— goats, sheep, bunnies, etc. -
children’s storytellers, food
vendors, crafters, corn stalks,
pumpkins and gourds.

The land originally
belonged to the Kergan family,
who purchased it in 1935. The
Kergans built their ranch on

the frontage of the only main
road from Oakland and
Berkeley through Lafayette
and on to Walnut Creek — a
dirt road cutting through
open fields.

The Kergan ranch

featured cattle with a ‘Rocking

K’ brand, a pear orchard, and
fruit stand. The land was
purchased by Jack Schneider
and his partner Stewart Wade
in 1946 who established
Orchard Nursery on the site.

The nursery was
conceived and designed by
internationally famed
landscape architect Ernest
Wertheim, who helped
reinvent the nursery business
as something more than just a
place that sold plants.
Wertheim knew that a
full-service garden center was
the future of the industry, so
he created just that.

In 1955, Schneider and
Wade were notified by the
state of California that the
nursery was right in the
middle of the proposed
construction of Highway 24

commumty events.

and would have to move.
After a frantic year of
extensions and petitions, the
nursery was relocated, but
only slightly.

The intersection of Happy
Valley Road and Mt. Diablo
Boulevard was the former
entrance to the nursery, but

The Orchard Nursery fountaln was a focal point for many

with the construction of the
new highway, customers
would now enter from the
back of the nursery on
Acalanes Road. Dirt removed
to make way for the freeway
forms the mound that borders
the entrance

... continued on Page A9

& D

SOFA SALE

R F ROCKRIDGE FURNITURE & DESIGN
3048 CLAREMONT AVENUE BERKELEY 510-652-5753
MONDAY - SATURDAY 10AM - 6PM & SUNDAY 11AM - 6PM

Required Quialifications:

Reporter Wanted

Lamorinda Weekly is looking for a

Lafayette City Reporter:

Excellent writing and communication skills. Ethical and professional. Live or work
in or near the Lamorinda area and have the ability to write balanced, researched,
well-structured articles. Prior journalism experience desired, but not required.

Understanding of AP Style is a plus

Compensation: Compensation is made on a per article basis.

Please send your resume and writing sample to
wendy@lamorindaweekly.com or call (925) 377-0977
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Local newspaper delivered to Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda

Broker/Partner
((925) 323-9955
DRE# 01407784

BATTERS BY.

LUXURIOUS RESORT LIVING
A TRUE DESIGNER'S SHOWCASE

SPECTACULAR VIEWS, PRIVATE & PEACEFUL 1.39 AC.
COMPLETELY RENNOVATED, EXQUISITE DETAILING
TOP OF THE LINE MATERIALS, SMART HOME FEATURES

Ashley Battersby

ashley@ashleybattersby.com
||| @ashleybattersoyhome
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UNDERPINNING

RENERLL CEONTRAETER LIE. BEPIIE

707 310-0602

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

Building
Foundations

e Lifting
e Leveling

e Stabilizing

WENERQL CENTRACTER
LIE. BETI2E

PG&E work continues in

downtown Lafayette

By Jennifer Wake

Picnickers at Plaza Park in
downtown Lafayette will have
to wait a while longer before
regaining access to the popu-
lar grassy area currently cor-
doned off with a black fence
as Pacific Gas and Electric
Company work continues.

PG&E is conducting visual
inspections of sections of a gas
transmission pipeline (L-191)
that goes through Lafayette.
This work extends from Mor-
aga Boulevard through Mt.
Diablo Boulevard, up to Deer
Hill Road near the BART sta-
tion, according to PG&E
spokesperson Tamar Sarkiss-
ian. “The safety of our cus-
tomers and the communities
we serve is PG&E’s top prior-
ity.”

Photo Jennifer Wake
Workers conduct visual gas transmission pipeline inspections
April 8 at the intersection of Moraga Road and Mt. Diablo

Boulevard in Lafayette.

There are various loca-
tions for this work, Sarkissian
noted. “Some sites started this
inspection work as early as
February. We plan to have all
locations done by June, with
some finishing sooner. There
are no planned service inter-
ruptions during this work. At
this time, no other PG&E gas
work is planned in downtown
Lafayette for the next couple
of months.”

Sod was removed at Plaza
Park to access the under-
ground line for the visual in-
spection, said Sarkissian, but
the sod will be replaced “like
for like or better” and the
fence will be removed as soon
as it is safe to do so. “Our goal
is to complete the portion of
the project at Plaza Park in the
coming weeks.”
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27 Oakwood Road, Orinda -
3078 SgFt | 4 Br | 3.5 Ba | .46 Ac lot

Delightful Craftsman-style home on
a private street in the Glorietta
neighborhood.

Spacious floorplan with high ceilings
and remodeled kitchen. Serene lot
with gorgeous oak trees, meander-
ing paths & sport court.

We are preparing this home for the
market. Please call us for more
information & showing details.

Coming Soon at $2,295,000
i

Man
ELENAHOOD

REAL ESTATE GROUP

Lafayette | Moraga | Orinda

Elena Hood Anya Gorman
925.254.3030 415.7471835
Elena@Orinda.com Anya@Orinda.com

BRE: 1221247 BRE: 2095784

é Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources
deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition,sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square
footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.

LLLC offers lectures and
author discussions
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While library reopenings are
being scheduled in Lamor-
inda following the move of
Contra Costa County into the
Orange tier, many program-
ming options will still be
available from the comfort of
your couch via Zoom. The
Lafayette Library and Learn-
ing Center is continuing its
Authors and Lectures pro-
gramming in April, starting
on April 14 at 2 p.m. with a
lecture by Avril Angevine
about Dorothea Lange. Best
known for her Depression-era
documentary work—includ-
ing the world-renowned “Mi-
grant Mother”—Lange
brought the humanity of the

poor into sharp focus in
works that resonate with us
today.

As part of the Distin-
guished Speaker Series, Ken
Dychtwald, Ph.D., will discuss
his book, “Radical Curiosity:
One Man's Search for Cosmic
Magic and a Purposeful Life”
at 7 p.m. April 17 on Zoom.
Widely regarded as one of the
world’s foremost experts on
aging and longevity, accord-
ing to the LLLC website, Dy-
chtwald offers an entirely
different, and far more per-
sonal, perspective in his latest
book. Triggered by the deaths
of his parents, and motivated
by his cutting-edge research
into the importance of leaving
a legacy, Dychtwald dives
deep to examine the arc and
legacies of his own life in or-
der to show readers his keys
to a meaningful, magical and
purposeful life.

Ticket price ($28) includes
a copy of Dychtwald’s book. A
portion of the proceeds will be
donated to the Lafayette Li-
brary and Learning Center
Foundation. RSVP at
www.lllcf.org/dss-ken-dychtwald
- J. Wake

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions with your
community. Send a letter to the editor:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com

Lafayette
Public

LARANETTE Meetings

City Council

Regular Meeting

Monday, April 26, 7 p.m.
Teleconference via City of Lafayette's

You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Planning Commission
Meeting

Monday, April 19, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Design Review

Wednesday, April 14, 7 p.m. Zoom
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

PRICE GALLEGOS GROUP

7
EXCLUSIVE LISTINGS

Price Gallegos
GROUP

Coming Soon!

1148 Glen Road, Lafayette

Call us for pricing
Gorgeous one level home on a level lot, in the
desirable Happy Valley Glen neighborhood,
featuring an outdoor entertaining area with
fireplace.

@a) 4 Beds | w§ 4 Baths

| il 4169 Sq. Ft. | % 67 Acres

Wonderful Opportunity!

18 Northridge Lane, Lafayette
Offered at $2,395,000
Free HOA dues for 1st year! Beautiful home
with views and amazing value! Private, gated
community with tennis courts, pool and clubhouse.

@ 4 Beds ’ w 4 Baths

‘ Tl 4384 Sq. Ft | & 66 Acres

New Price!

4142 Canyon Road, Lafayette
Offered at $1,595,000
Build your dream home! Potential views and
opportunities for a pool, sport court or guest unit,
all in the heart of desirable Upper Happy Valley.

% 3Acres - Vacant lot with utilities

Call us for more details on our upcoming listings in Upper Happy Valley and Hidden Oaks.

Ranked in Top 1% of Realtors in Contra Costa County

Amy S. Price-Boaman | Christine Gallegos
Price Gallegos Group

925.997.6808 | 925.878.2883
DRE#01433269 | DRE#01896511
pricegallegos@compass.com

COMPASS

Compass is alicensed real estate broker (01991628) in the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable
but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by
taining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. [} &Y

pricegallegos.com

CALL US FOR A PERSONAL VALUATION OF YOUR HOME

925.878.2883
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JUST LISTED
4212 LANCELOT DRIVE, CONCORD

Home Sweet Home! Immaculate Canterbury Village 3BR/2BA
Cape Cod with curb appeal! Updated kitchen & baths, dual pane
windows, and peaceful backyard ideal for barbecues and outdoor
fun. Main level bedroom can be a home office or guest bedroom.
Bonus room with sliding glass door opens to fully-fenced backyard,
perfect for children or pets. Quiet neighborhood near shopping
and restaurants. Offered at $699,500

www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

JIM COLHOUN
REALTOR®
925.200.2795

jim@jimcolhoun.com
DRE# 01029160

22 Zillow
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Current one lane bridge Photo provided

Town Council Wednesday, April 14, 7 p.m.
Planning Commission: Tuesday, April 20, 7 p.m.,
Park and Recreation Commission:

Tuesday, April 19, 7 p.m.,

Moraga School District Board Meetings :

Special Board Meeting Tuesday, May 11, 6 p.m.
www.moraga.k12.ca.us. See also AUHSD meeting page A2

ALAFAYETTE FAMILY OASIS | $11,500,000 HappyValleyOasis.com

Welcome to a special Happy Valley estate, where staying home
never felt so good. This gorgeous gated compound embodies
New England-inspired elegance across 1.5 park-like acres and
the estate’s three buildings.

Ann Newton Cane Golden
415.999.0253 Gate
a.newtoncane@ggsir.com -
Lic.#02084093 Sotheby’s

Each Franchise Is Independently Owned And Operated. INTERNATIONAL REALTY
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Continuation of Canyon Road Bridge
replacement begins this month

By Vera Kochan

A soft opening of the inbound
traffic lane, held on Nov. 10,
2020, signaled the completion
of Phase I of the Canyon Road
Bridge Replacement Project.
Part of the process involved
the removal of the temporary,
one-lane steel truss bridge that
had served as a vehicular link
between Moraga and Canyon
since 2017, when landslides
forced the original bridge’s
closure. The removal of the
temporary bridge has saved
the town approximately
$11,000 in monthly lease costs.
“Phase II of the Canyon

Road Bridge Project is tenta-
tively scheduled to begin
Monday, April 19 and be com-
pleted late 2021,” stated Public
Works Director/Town Engi-
neer Shawn Knapp. “The con-
tractor will be working Mon-
day through Friday, 7 a.m. to 6
p.-m. To ensure that construc-
tion is completed with mini-
mal disruption this year, the
town may authorize the con-
tractor to work after regular
construction hours and on
weekends.”

Drivers can expect traffic
delays of 15 minutes or longer.
There may be instances of
complete closures during the

day, at limited times, due to
the nature of the bridge work
and for safety reasons. The
town encourages bridge users
to be aware of the construc-
tion activities and obey all
construction related signs.

Bridge closure day and
time updates will be posted in
advance on the town’s Canyon
Road Bridge website:
www.moraga.ca.us/canyon-
roadbridge or subscribe to:
www.moraga.ca.us/notifyme.

“We apologize for any in-
convenience,” said Knapp,
“and appreciate your patience
during construction.”

Town council gives staff a thumbs up
on Laguna Creek’s early design stage

BRIDGE

Hastrerwad Bridgs and meove ADA Sadiing
Front of butiding

IHFUT RECEIVED

By Vera Kochan

After input received from

public meetings via Zoom,
which included a Community
Workshop, the Planning
Commission and the Park and
Recreation Commission, Mor-
aga’s town council was given
an update by staff as to pref-
erences for the design of the
Laguna Creek Restoration
Project currently at the 15%
stage.

The Project is meant to
avoid another major flooding
of the Pavilion, located at the
Hacienda de las Flores in
Moraga, like the one that oc-
curred during the winter of
2005-06, which also caused
major damage to structures
and features on the property.

Restoration work will
consist of removing Laguna
Creek’s existing 8-foot diame-
ter culvert adjacent to the
Pavilion building; construct-
ing a natural channel to pro-
vide habitat for endangered

TRAIL
Drcampened pranie of aroiber hard
sarface trail lor scoesshiliny

FROM THE PUBLIC

species; relocating a Central
Contra Costa Sanitary District
sewer line; constructing a ve-
hicular bridge over the creek;
and improving public acces-
sibility and protections.

Moraga Public Works Di-
rector/Town Engineer Shawn
Knapp and Associate Civil
Engineer Mark Summers ad-
dressed the public’s prefer-
ences during the council’s
March 24 meeting. Also pre-
sent were representatives
from BKF Engineering and
Restoration Design Group.
Major points of discussion
were the bridge width, ADA
parking, the pedestrian trail,
and required guardrails.

It was also pointed out
that many dead or dying
trees, as well as those not
considered California natives,
will be removed during con-
struction where necessary.
However, restoration plant-
ing of oaks, baccharis, buck-
eye and numerous multi-
colored blooming trees will

GHTREAGH

GUARDRAIL

Matizral kooking wood finkh geardrain

PREAGESS

Courtesy Moraga Public Works Dept.

take their places. The un-
sightly shed that often makes
its photo-bombing appear-
ance in wedding pictures will
also be eliminated.

Knapp and Summers’
staff report revealed to coun-
cil the most popular public
feedback options. “Move the
ADA accessible parking stall
to the front of the building to
maintain access, facilitate
movement around the build-
ing, and allow for a narrower
bridge.” To accommodate
pedestrians, “have a decom-
posed granite (or other
durable material) trail that is
more accessible for wheel-
chairs, strollers, and heeled
shoes.” And, “utilize new
guardrails/barriers similar in
appearance to the wooden
ones used elsewhere on the
grounds.”

The council was pleased
with the public’s 15% design
stage input and directed staff
to proceed with the project.

Free carwash in Moraga helps chase
away the COVID blues

A free car wash and service with a smile

By Vera Kochan

On a recent Saturday, at the
intersection of Moraga Road
and Via Granada in Moraga,
several young adults with

hand-painted signs advertis-
ing a “Free Car Wash” were
enthusiastically waving at all
passing vehicles. Was this a
joke? Was there a catch?
Nope. It was just that; a free

Photo Vera Kochan

car wash with no strings
attached.

Drivers were directed to
the parking lot of The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints (Lafayette, Orinda
Ward) at 3776 Via Granada.
There, cars waited in a queue
for their turn to experience
service with a smile. First the
cars were hosed down, fol-
lowed by a lathery brushing
and sponging; hosed down
again and finished with a soft
towel wipe and squeegeed
windows.

The car washers are all
missionaries from various
cities across the Untied States.

.. continued on next Page
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When | say “good,”

you say “neighbor.”

Mike Rosa
Agent

925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: OF45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga

P097314.1

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

o StateFarm

State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Monarch Butterﬂy Habitat construction begins

Photo Vera Kochan
Some of the many volunteers helping to build the monarch habitat,

from left: Moraga Mayor Mike McCluer, Sandy Sohner, Moraga
Park Foundation President Clay Serrahn, Moraga Public

Works/Parks Maintenance Manager Kyle Salvin, Steve Sohner, MGC

President Penny Walwark and project co-chair Bobbie Preston

By Vera Kochan

Scientific research notes that

the monarch butterflies are at
critically low levels in western

states because of destruction to

their milkweed habitat along
their migratory route as human
housing expands into their ter-
ritory and use of pesticides and
herbicides increases.

Moraga falls within the
western monarch’s critical
“coastal range,” and as such it
can provide a nectar and larvae
host habitat. It is important to
plant milkweed species that are
native to California, keeping in
mind that it takes one year for
the plants to establish them-
selves and two to three years
for them to bloom.

The Moraga Garden Club is
establishing a certified
monarch waystation at the
Rancho Laguna Park with con-
struction having recently be-
gun by clearing out the area
that once contained a par
course over 10 years ago. The
planting area of 2,600 square
feet, 58 feet in diameter and
170 feet in circumference is
now surrounded by a 6-foot-tall
fence made of 2-by-2 inch wire,
much like the one already lo-

cated along the Camino Pablo
side of the grounds, in order to
have a cohesive appearance
with the rest of the park.

Additional construction
has seen a cardboard,
biodegradable weed abatement
layer installed; the placement
of decorative boulders; and
groundwork laid for a foun-
tain. Soil has been delivered
and took volunteers approxi-
mately two days to spread. Fu-
ture work will include a new
irrigation system; pathway
placement; the construction of
a pergola within the habitat;
and five benches strategically
placed around the outside of
the fence. Planting is expected
to begin April 24.

MGC has made consider-
able headway toward meeting
its fundraising goal of $35,000.
The club is approaching 85% of
its intended mark, but even if
the goal is reached it would still
fall short of including artwork
in the garden. To that end, MGC
plans on having sales of the

nearly 1,100 milkweed plants
they have propagated. The first
sale (which will include other
monarch nectar plants) takes
place April 17, from 9 a.m. to 2
p-m. in conjunction with the
Orinda Garden Club’s sale lo-
cated in the Orinda Library
Plaza at 26 Orinda Way. Milk-
weed plants can also be pur-
chased starting April 17 at the
Moraga Garden Center, 1400
Moraga Rd., Wednesdays
through Sundays from 9 a.m. to
5p.m.

There are still some
benches available for a dona-
tion purchase. Visit:
www.moragagardenclub.com
and click onto "Benches for
Habitat" in the header. To make
a cash donation, click onto the
green box “Moraga for Mon-
archs” on the Home page. For
more information on the pro-
ject, email
Moragaformonarchs@
gmail.com.

Free carwash in Moraga helps chase away the COVID blues

... continued from Page A4

When asked whether they
would accept a donation, the
response was a polite “No.” Ac-
cording to Sister Pitovao Wong,
“We are doing this to make
people happy. Everybody has
been through so much because
of COVID. It’s our way of bring-
ing some joy into people’s

lives.”

The idea began with a
group of missionaries based in
San Francisco. When the East
Bay missionaries heard of the
success, they began their car
wash this past February con-
centrating in the areas of
Berkeley and Moraga.

“Washing cars is fun, espe-
cially after being in quarantine

for so long,” said Sister Nellie
Kendell. “Everybody asks if they
can donate. We only want to
make everyone a little bit
happier.”

With approximately 20-25
young men and women work-
ing all aspects of the process,
the entire experience is done in
a matter of minutes with nary a
grumpy face in sight. The duties

are distributed on a rotational
basis. “When the sign holders
are tired of dancing in the
street,” explained Kendell, “they
can come over here to wash
cars.”

While water use restric-
tions due to California's dry
winter and expanding drought
conditions may change plans
for organizers, the free car

wash is expected to last through
the summer either in Berkeley
or the Moraga location. The
hours are 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
every Saturday (depending on
weather). Call (510) 599-1470 to
confirm days and times. Or, just
look for the happy faces holding
signs on Moraga Road at the
Lafayette/Moraga border.
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Office and Yard.
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appointment.
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See public meetings schedule on
this pages and check online for
agendas, meeting notes and
announcements

City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org

Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org

The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org
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Library extends feature to Orinda Community
Park pending reopening

Orinda Public Meetings
City Council

Regular Meeting:

Tuesday, April 20, 7 p.m. By
Teleconference Only
Planning Commission
Tuesday, April 27, 7 p.m.

By Teleconference Only

* HARDWOODS
¢ CARPETS

* RUGS

* | INOLEUM

* TILE

* | AMINATE

FAMILY -OWNED
30 YEARS !

3344 Mt Diablo Bivd

in Lafayette
925-284-4440

lamorindafloors.com

LAMORINDA

FLC

925-377-0977

By Sora O'Doherty

Do your kids want to read a
book, but still want to play in
the park? Orinda has you
covered.

The Friends of the
Orinda Library extended big
thanks to children's librarian
Lin Look who recently in-
stalled a Storywalk in Orinda
Community Park. Repurpos-
ing old campaign signs, she
built and installed a free-
standing version of Eric
Carle's “Very Hungry Cater-
pillar” along the path be-
tween the swing set and ten-
nis courts. The signs reach
just the right height for little
ones.

Returning to the library
itself is also drawing near.
Beginning Monday, April 26,
Contra Costa County Library
will reopen most community

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Photos Sora O’Doherty

libraries to the public for
Grab & Go service. The li-
braries will be open with
limited occupancy and offer
select services. Patrons will
be asked to limit their time in
the library to no more than
one hour and to abide by all
safety protocols including so-
cial distancing and mask
requirements.

Available services will
include computer use for no
more than one hour, refer-
ence and counter help, holds
pick up, browsing, checkout
and returns, and copies and
printing. Library manager
Michael Beller is also excited
that Link+ has just re-
launched. Beller says that for
Link+ users, “that’s really
huge.” This catalog of more
than 4.5 million unique titles
available from over 60 acad-
emic and public libraries

i =

across California and Nevada
allows users of the library to
access materials not available
from the Contra Costa County
Library collection.

When the library re-
opens, seating will only be
available at selected public
computers to encourage so-
cial distancing. Toys and high
touch play items will be re-
moved from the library for
the present. Services that will
still not be available for
safety reasons include the
use of study and meeting
rooms, in-person events. and
the use of tables and chairs
for reading and studying.

Safety enhancements in-
clude the installation of plex-
iglass shields at service
desks; enhanced cleaning of
“high-touch” surfaces such as
doorknobs, door push bars,
and elevator buttons. Addi-

Young girls read Storywalk signs in Orinda Community Park.

Wednesday, April 14, 2021
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tionally, the following safety
protocols will be in place:
customers over the age of 2
are required to wear a mask
or face covering, social dis-
tancing reminders will be
placed throughout the li-
brary, building capacity will
be limited, hand sanitizer
will be available at entrances
and sanitizing wipes will be
available for customers to
sanitize shared surfaces.

Beller says that he has to
remind himself that the re-
opening process is gradual
and that the library will
move to the next phase (with
better access) as soon as they
are able. “I can’t wait to see
everyone back,” Beller said.
“I just hope that our patrons
will be patient with us for not
offering all of the resources
that they’re used to us
offering.”

Registration opens for Lamorinda Idol 2021

By Sora O'Doherty

Young singers may register to
compete in the Lamorinda
Idol 2021 competition until
April 30. The competition,
once again, will be virtual,
owing to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, with contestants sub-
mitting video performances.
Established in 2006,
Lamorinda Idol is a singing

Right coverage. Right price.
Right here in town.

Kelly Sopak, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0D03981
1 Northwood Drive Suite 1
Orinda, CA 94563

Bus: 925-253-7700

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001290

Here’s the deal. The right insurance should
help you feel confident and comfortable. I'm
the right good neighbor for that. Call me today.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

o StateFarm-

( \(/) Gre

program open to students in
kindergarten through 12th
grade who either attend
school or reside in Contra
Costa County. Singers may
enter as soloists or in groups.
Students from outside Contra
Costa County are permitted to
participate in the group cate-
gories, provided that at least
one member of the group
meets the residential

requirement.

Audition videos will be
due May 15 and finalists will
be announced June 1. Final-
ists will submit their final
performance videos by July
31, and the winners of the
competition will be an-
nounced Aug. 15.

After singers submit
their videos, judges will se-
lect finalists and then win-

ners in each category who
will receive cash prizes.
Singers can compete as
soloists or as groups in seven
categories: K-2nd grade
soloists, 3rd-5th grade
soloists, K-5th grade groups,
6th—8th grade soloists and
groups, 9th-12th grade
soloists and groups.

Videos of past winners’ performances can be accessed from the Lamorinda Arts
Council website, https:/lamorindaarts.org/idol-past-winners/

Participants’ Information Packet for Lamorinda Idol 2021 is available online at
https://lamorindaarts.org/lamorinda-idol-audition-information/

Questions may be sent to idol@lamorindaarts.org.

Creativity required for LAC's
SuperShorts movie competition

By Sora O'Doherty

The Lamorinda Arts Council
has thrown down the gaunt-
let, challenging participants
to relieve pandemic stress by
becoming filmmakers. Com-

Bay Area
enscapes, Inc.

Synthetic Grass - Installation - Landscaping

—

1801 Saint Mary's Rd. Moraga, CA 94556

Phone (925) 819-2100

* Design & Consulting

« New Landscape Installation * Re-Landscape & Remodel
* Residential & Commercial » Green Landscape Options
» Maintenance & Clean Ups = Synthetic Lawn Installation

CA Lic# 938445

petitors are asked to make a
film up to three minutes long
that respects safety protocols.
Participants must live, work,
or attend school in the Lam-
orinda area, including the
Acalanes Union High School
District area.

Creativity is encouraged,
and all types of films are wel-
come — drama, comedy, day-
in-the-life, documentary, mu-
sical, animation, claymation,
etc. Films may be submitted
in categories by age. The sub-
mission categories are youth
(under 18), adults (18 and
over), and family (for collab-
orative efforts including
youth and adults in the same
household) Participants may
submit one film per category.
Entries are $5 per submis-
sion, which may be waived
upon application. The dead-
line for entering films is May
14 at midnight on
FilmFreeway.

Each of the top three

LAMORINDA

LAMCRIN DS ARTS COUNCIL

films by category receives a
$20 gift card and winning
films will be showcased in a
live Virtual Film Festival
Awards Show at 7 p.m.
Wednesday, May 19. In addi-
tion, films will be posted to
the Lamorinda Arts Council
YouTube channel and publi-
cized through the Lamorinda
Arts Council website and so-
cial media channels.

Under the contest guide-
lines, competitors must shoot
their film on any device, in-
cluding cell phones, tablet,
and cameras. Films must be
G-rated and suitable for all
audiences, must run three
minutes or less and be shot
according to national, state,
and county protocols for so-
cial distancing, and other
COVID-19 precautions. In
person collaboration outside
the household of the primary
filmmaker is not permitted,
but virtual collaborations are
allowed.

More information on the contest may be found at
www.LamorindaArts.org/SuperShorts/

Submissions for the Lamorinda Arts Council SuperShorts
movie competition may be uploaded at
https://filmfreeway.com/LamorindaSuperShorts
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Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get

rid of rats, mice and other rodents.
GUARANTEED

FREE In-Home Inspection,
Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount

e Y.
Callh 925 :33 3ﬁ988 7 Honest
www.honestrodentproofing.com - ppgdent Proofing
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Integrity

Frank Woodward

Knowledge

It’s a Great Time to Sell a Home!

The current strong seller’s market continues due to low mortgage
rates, limited supply of homes and steady buyer demand for all
that beautiful Lamorinda has to offer.

Call me today for an accurate property evaluation. Use my 20+ years
of local real estate success to obtain the highest return on your sale.

Results

Realtor®, Luxury Property Specialist

T. 925.788.4963

E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com

©2021 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing
Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor
sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.
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By Sora O'Doherty

The Orinda Garden Club plant
sale will make its long-awaited

& return from 9 a.m. to 2 p-m.

on Saturday, April 17 at the
Orinda Library Plaza. The sale
will provide for social dis-
tancing, spreading throughout
the outdoor venue and will be
held rain or shine. In addition
to plants, the sale will feature
a Garden Marketplace with
fun, garden-related products.

With more time at home
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, garden club members
took on plant propagation as a
new activity, according to OGC
member Caroline La Voie.
The club held propagation
workshops last fall, in addi-
tion to their regular work-
shops on tomato seed saving,
succulent propagation, and
plant division and cutting.
Members brought cuttings,
succulents, and bulbs from
their gardens to Zoom work-
shops to learn how to propa-
gate them. Members have
continued to nurture their
cuttings over the winter in
preparation for the sale in
April.

In addition to plants
propagated by OGC members,

LAFAYETTE | $3,595,000

there will also be over 30 va-
rieties of tomatoes, 13 vari-
eties of peppers (hot and
sweet), squash, beans and
herbs. The club also plans to
provide a composting demo, a
Firewise landscaping exhibit,

and a conservation exhibit on
creating native habitats for
pollinators. The last plant sale
held by the club was 15 years
ago. Proceeds of the sale will
go toward educational
projects.

Visit our Snack Shop & play Lotto & Lottery

Mon-Sat5am-12am;Sun6am-11 pm

Orinda’s
Lowest
Gas Prices

Seamlessly blending indoor-outdoor living, this ranch style 5br/3ba home is an entertainer's dream with backyard seating areas, a patio, pool, hot tub & built-in BBQ.

Beverly Arnold 925.788.8516 | CalRE #01154860
Kelly Crawford 925.998.5599 | CalRE #01327015

get you the results you’re looking for.

SELL IT FOR MORE.
THAT SHOULD SELL YOU!

Coldwell Banker’s® property spotlight marketing plan will

Homes using the plan receive a higher sales price, which
could mean more money in your pocket”.

*Based on Coldwell Banker Realty’s property spotlight marketing plan usage data reported through May 31, 2020: On average, sellers whose agents use the plan benefit with a 1% higher sales price. With a national average sales price of $539,682
and a 1% increase in the sales price, that equates to an additional $5,300 in our sellers’ pockets, on average.

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

GUIDING YOU HOME SINCE 1906

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification.
Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Realty are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2021 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company
owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. [R&x
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Orinda police chief reports that cameras have led to arrests, convictions

By Sora O'Doherty

Orinda has agreed to a memo-
randum of understanding with
Flock Group, a Georgia-based
company, that allows the
Orinda Police Department to
access data from community
cameras stored in the Flock
system. The action was taken
by the city council, authorizing
the city manager to enter into
the MOU, following an update
on March 16 by Orinda Police
Chief David Cook on crime in
the city and the role of cam-
eras in resolving cases.

Orinda commenced a pilot
camera program in 2015 and
made it permanent in 2016. In
his update to the council, Cook
said that he could clearly say
that cameras have been in-
strumental in solving serious
crimes that have occurred in
the community. “In the past
year alone,” he said, “cameras
have been instrumental in
identifying suspects in crimes
such as armed robbery, felony
hit-and-run, and a felony as-
sault on a police officer.” As a

result, he added, cases have
been closed and criminals
faced prosecution as a direct
result of the city camera
system.

In addition to the city op-
erated cameras, more resi-
dents or neighborhood groups
have been interested in pur-
chasing cameras and sharing
data with the police. One
community association, the
Wilder Homeowners Associa-
tion, has purchased a camera
system from Flock Safety, a
private security company. Ac-
cording to the chief’s report,
Flock Safety has an advanced
camera system that takes pho-
tographs based on motion,
stores images for 30 days, and
maintains an advanced
searchable database of images.
The homeowners association
requested that OPD have ac-
cess to search this data, and
the MOU will allow for that. In
public comments, Johnathan
Young said that he is the chair
of his HOA’s Flock camera
commission, and that they
have found huge value in the
cameras, and expect great

value in having them con-
nected to OPD.

Orinda city staff are also
working with the police to
evaluate the need for replace-
ment cameras as the existing
cameras age. Staff has pro-
posed that the chief continue
to work with the city manager
to upgrade and expand the ex-
isting city automated license
plate reader and still camera
systems, which will include
phasing out the use of the cur-
rent Reconyx system.

In his update to the coun-
cil, Cook talked about an offi-
cer walking through Rite Aid
who was called upon to pursue
a suspected thief to his car. In
escaping arrest, the suspect hit
and injured the officer. The
suspect was later identified
and arrested in Berkeley. The
suspect, 28-year-old Delvente
Murry of San Francisco, is be-
ing held at the Martinez De-
tention Facility on charges of
assault with a deadly weapon
on a peace officer, felony
evading, obstructing a peace
officer, and probation viola-
tion.

In connection with a re-
cent home invasion robbery, a
car was located and seized,
and evidence was obtained
from the car. The investiga-
tion is ongoing. As previously
reported, a person is in cus-
tody in connection with nu-
merous commercial burglaries
in Orinda and Lafayette.

Cook also spoke about an
incident where someone was
trying to enter a home on
Whitehall Drive. A search was
conducted with assistance
from Moraga, Lafayette, and
the Contra Costa Sheriff. While
the search did not locate any
suspects at that time, video led
to identification of a vehicle,

Cook said, and detectives are
following up.

Cook also reported an
uptick in stolen cars and stolen
catalytic converters and ad-
dressed questions from the
council and the public includ-
ing the use of Nixle and
Nextdoor to communicate with
residents about interagency
support, neighborhood watch
groups, and the benefits of us-
ing technology over employing
more police officers. “You
can’t just hire one officer,” he
explained, “because there are
four shifts; to add one more
officer you need to hire four.”

Board of Directors
Wednesday, April 21, 6 p.m.

ConFire
Board of Directors
Tuesday, April 27, 1:00 p.m.

Moraga-Orinda Fire District

Fire District Public Meetings

For meeting times and agendas, visit www.mofd.org

For meeting times and agendas, visit www.cccfpd.org

Letters to the editor

Orinda Not Responsible for
Creek Oversight

The letter from Bob Stoops (pub-
lished Mar. 31) mischaracterizes
the role of Orinda as alleged
“floodplain manager.” Contrary
to his letter, the city is NOT re-
sponsible “for ensuring adequate
flood protection for our down-
town.” I have confirmed with
Orinda’s Public Works Director
that Orinda currently has no le-
gal responsibility to do any study
or do anything else regarding the
creek. Moreover, were a hydro-
logical study to establish that
there is a greater risk of flooding
downtown than is currently be-
lieved by FEMA, the losers will
be the downtown businesses,
who will see a dramatic rise in
their flood insurance premiums.
Why would Mr. Stoops mis-
state Orinda’s responsibility?
The reason is that he is one of
the leaders of Friends of Orinda
Creeks, and FOC wants the city to
spend over $100,000 of taxpayer
dollars for a hydrological study
of FOC’s plan to realign and re-
store the creek. The FOC plan
would realign the creek so that it
meanders, which would increase
the risk of flooding, which might
require the city to spend enor-
mous sums to mitigate that risk,
and which would increase the
risk and costs to business owners
downtown. Notably, although
Mr. Stoops is advocating that
taxpayer money be spent on the
FOC plan, he is not listed on the
FOC website as having con-
tributed any of his own money to

FOC in the last 12 months.

A restoration of the creek at
taxpayer expense has limited
public support. The sales tax sci-
entific survey a year ago estab-
lished that fewer than half of
Orinda residents want to spend
money for this. The FOC website
states that only approximately
two dozen people have made
contributions to FOC in the last
12 months. Yet FOC, a vocal mi-
nority, continues to press its
agenda, insisting that the city use
taxpayers’ money to advance its
agenda.

There are better uses for our
limited financial resources, such
as fire prevention, storm drains,
and roads, as the sales tax survey
demonstrated.

Nick Waranoff
Orinda

A step to recovery

I attend Joaquin Moraga Inter-
mediate School (JM). The world-
wide pandemic, Covid-19, has not
failed to hit our Lamorinda
schools. We have adapted to
learning vital knowledge that
will serve students a lifetime in
miniscule boxes on a screen in-
stead of in well functioning
classrooms.

Being a seventh-grader in
the center of all this uncertainty
and rapid social and academic
changes, the ability to return to
class using a hybrid system is
heartily welcomed. A friend and
fellow classmate of mine in-
formed me that, “School is my
favorite place ... I know going

back during the pandemic won’t
be the same but any fraction of
the experience I am excited for.”
Even though this pandemic
has challenged students and
pushed them to their limits there
is still a silver lining to be found.
Especially in our community of
Lamorinda where education and
extracurricular activities are
such a given, it has provided stu-
dents with a new gratitude and
appreciation for the amazing
opportunities we have found and
been presented with. A fellow JM
student told me that, “Covid has
made me more grateful for
school but it has also reminded
me how fun school really is.”
Currently, my junior high,
JM, is continuing to look for even
more ways to improve the stu-
dent’s return to school. For ex-
ample, figuring out safe ways to
allow all students to attend
school for more than three hours
a day and every week instead of
every other. Perhaps, many years
from now we will make jokes
about masks and kooties and
coughing, but for now the pan-
demic is causing a surreal reality
that has pushed students, teach-
ers, and parents, and the opening
of schools is a huge weight lifted,
and a big step in the direction of
recovery.
Anya Houston
Moraga

Housing Element challenges
ahead

Every eight years, a state initia-
tive known as the Regional

Housing Needs Allocation re-
quires California’s cities to plan
for more housing. From 2013 to
2021, the state instructed
Lafayette to plan for the devel-
opment of 400 new units. From
2021 to 2029, we must plan for
over 2,000.

These numbers present an
opportunity to learn about how
we can reap the benefits of
growth and minimize its nega-
tive impacts. Inclusive Lafayette
believes new development in our
town should be planned with
three goals in mind: limiting ad-
verse impacts on our infrastruc-
ture, services, and safety; pro-
moting more equitable and in-
clusive housing; and minimizing
costly violations of state law.

By allowing denser multi-
family housing in our downtown
corridor, Lafayette can minimize
the burdens of new development
on our infrastructure. Encourag-
ing walkable communities near
BART and Highway 24 will re-
duce the traffic impacts of new
cars and boost our local busi-
nesses with a larger consumer
base. Data from the Census and
the U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development suggests
multi-family housing typically
brings a third of the school-age
children that single-family homes
do, so higher-density develop-

ment downtown will bring a
moderate number of students to
our schools. State laws and local
ordinances also incentivize de-
velopers to include affordable
units in denser developments.

The city should also study
and consider upzoning for du-
plexes, triplexes, and quads in
certain areas outside of down-
town, especially near schools and
the community center. Upzoning
in these areas, to the extent
deemed safe by fire safety ex-
perts, could promote a more eq-
uitable distribution of develop-
ment across Lafayette.

New housing throughout the
community can help make
Lafayette more accessible to fu-
ture residents who are unable to
afford our exclusive cost of liv-
ing, such as our teachers, service
workers, and others who cannot
afford multi-million dollar
homes.

Our Housing Element will
be the best it can be if we bring
diverse viewpoints to the table.
Lafayette community members,
please participate in GPAC meet-
ings to make sure that your
voices are heard. Visit inclusive-
lafayette.org to learn more about
our vision for building a more
equitable community.

Inclusive Lafayette board

Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and not necessarily those of the
Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will include the writer's name and city/town of residence -
we will only accept letters from those who live in, or own a business in, the communities comprising
Lamorinda (please give us your phone number for verification purposes only). Letters must be
factually accurate and be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500 words will be accepted on a
space-available basis. Visit www.lamorindaweekly.com for submission guidelines. Email:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com; Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, PO.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

Public Safety

Emergency response:

Emergency: 24 Hours

Police Dispatch: 24 Hours
925-284-5010

Nixle: Text your zip code to 888777

or go to www.nixle.com

Lafayette Police Department:

3471 Mt. Diablo Blvd. 925-283-3680

Chief of Police, Ben Alldritt
925-299-3221

Police Department Tip Line
94549Tip@gmail.com

Police Department Traffic Issues
94549Traffic@gmail.com

Moraga Police Department:

329 Rheem Blvd., 925-888-7055

Chief of Police, Jon King ext. 7049

Orinda Police Department:

22 Orinda Way 925-254-6820

Chief of Police, David M. Cook

925-254-6820

Orindatip@cityoforinda.org

911

Lafayette Police
Department

Incident

Summary

Report

March 21 - April 3
Alarms 48
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 10
Traffic 70
Suspicious Circumstances 11
Suspicious Subject 21
Suspicious Vehicle 11
Service to Citizen 37

Patrol Req./Security Check 54
Pubic/School Assembly Check 2

Supplemental Report 18
Vacation House Check 25
Welfare Check 20
Ordinance Violation 5

Vehicle violations
Hit And Run Misdemeanor
Mt. Diablo Blvd./Moraga Rd.
Hope Ln./St. Marys Rd.
Reckless Driving
St. Marys Rd./Rohrer Dr.
1200 Block Pleasant Hill Rd.
3400 Block School St.
Eb Sr 24 At Oak Hill Rd.

Mt. Diablo Blvd./Happy Valley Rd.

Moraga Rd./Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Tc - Property Damage

200 Block St. Marys Rd.

Moraga Rd./Moraga Blvd.
Vehicle Theft

3300 Block Mcgraw Ln..
Other criminal activity
Defraud Innkeeper

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Fraud Credit Card

3400 Block Little Ln.

3200 Block Ameno Dr.
Fraud False Pretenses

Police Department

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Identity Theft

3300 Block Las Huertas Rd.

3700 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Misc Burglary

1000 Block Carol Ln.
Panhandling

Whole Foods

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Petty Theft

900 Block S Thompson Rd.

1600 Block Reliez Valley Rd.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Shoplift

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (7)

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-domestic

3700 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Drunk In Public

Mt. Diablo Blvd./1St St.
Loud Party

3500 Block Brook St.

10 Block Diablo Cir.
Public Nuisance

Glenside Dr./Los Palos Dr.
Other
Threats

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

900 Block Stow Ln.

3400 Block Golden Gate Wy

3400 Block Shangri La Rd.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Trespass

3100 Block Somerset Dr.
Unwanted Guest

10 Block Moss Ln.

3200 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Violation Restraining Ord

800 Block Acalanes Rd. (2)

Moraga Police

Department
Incident
Summary
Report
March 23 - April 5
Alarms 17
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 7
Traffic 43
Suspicious Circumstances 8
Suspicious Subject 4
Suspicious Vehicle 6
Service to Citizen 29
Patrol Req./Security Check 16
Supplemental Report 12
Vacation House Check 3
Welfare Check 10
Pubic/School Assembly Check 2
Vehicle violations
Accident Property

2000 Block Ascot Dr.

1200 Block School St.

Excessive Speed
Moraga Way/St Andrews Dr. (3)
Moraga Way/Moraga Valley Ln.
Moraga Way/Miramonte Dr.
Campolindo Dr./Moraga Rd.
Ivy Dr./Moraga Way (3)
Moraga Rd./School St.
Camino Pablo/Canyon Rd.
Moraga Rd./Alta Mesa Dr.
Rheem Blvd./ Fayhill
Chalda Way/Rheem Blvd.
Hardie Dr./Moraga Way
Moraga Country Club
Moraga Via Ln./Moraga Way

Hit And Run Misdemeanor
1000 Block Larch Ave.

Reckless Driving
Campolindo High School
Camino Pablo/Knoll Dr.
Moraga Way/Camino Ricardo
St Marys Rd./Rheem Blvd.
Moraga Way/Miramonte Dr.

Vehicle Theft
Not Available

Other criminal activity

Fraud Credit Card
Not Available

Identity Theft
1000 Block Carter Dr. (3)
Safeway

Petty Theft
Safeway

Shoplift
Cvs
Safeway

Warrant Arrest

Woodside Dr./Corliss Dr.
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-domestic

200 Block N Sandringham

1000 Block Alta Mesa Dr.
Disturbance-fight

Miramonte High School
Disturbing The Peace

Cvs

70 Block Miramonte Dr.
Dui Misd

Taco Bell
Loud Motorcycle

2000 Block Ascot Dr. (2)
Loud Music

50 Block Miramonte Dr.

Canyon Club Brewery

2000 Block Ascot Dr.
Loud Party

2000 Block Ascot Dr.
Public Nuisance

Police Department
Vandalism

Starbucks
Other
Animal Cruelty

Homegoods
Mentally I11 Commit

100 Block Danefield P1.
Revoked License

Moraga Way/Ivy Dr.
Trespass

Alta Mesa Dr./Moraga Rd.
Violation Restraining Order

70 Block Miramonte Dr.

Orinda Police Department
Incident Summary

Report

March 14- March 27
Alarms 34
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 6
Traffic 32
Suspicious Circumstances 1
Suspicious Subject 5
Suspicious Vehicle 12
Service to Citizen 68
Patrol Req./Security Check 54
Supplemental Report 13
Vacation House Check 0
Welfare Check 6

Pubic/School Assembly Check 9

Vehicle violations
Accident Injury

100 Block Moraga Way
Accident Property

Bates Blvd./Davis Rd.

Scenic Dr./Debra Ct.
Reckless Driving

Moraga Way/Valley View Dr.

Moraga Way/Camino Pablo

70 Block Donald Dr.
Tc - Property Damage

Orinda Theater
Other criminal activity
Child Molest

10 Block Stein Way
Grand Theft

Camino Pablo/Santa Maria Way

Miramonte High School

50 Block Bates Blvd.

90 Block Muth Dr.
Grand Theft Veh Part

200 Block Glorietta Blvd.

90 Block Loma Vista Dr.
Identity Theft

20 Block Los Amigos
Possession of Stolen Prop

Fire Station 45 Moraga Orinda
Shoplift

Beverages And More

10 Block Theatre Sq 106
Nuisance to the Community
Drunk In Public

Moraga Way/Ivy Dr.
Loud Music

4400 Block EI Nido Ranch Rd.

El Nido Ranch Rd./St. Stephens
Loud Noise

100 Block Coral Dr.

10 Block Camino Lenada

60 Block Brookwood Rd.
Public Nuisance

El Camino Moraga/Moraga Way
Vandalism

Beverages And More

300 Block Moraga Way

Bear Creek Rd./Wildcat Canyon
Other
Fireworks

Miramonte High School

Orinda Intermediate School
Unwanted Guest

Holy Shepherd Church
Violation Restraining Ord

500 Block Moraga Way
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White Barn Home opens on Lafayette Circle

* Photo Renee Sweeney

Daughter Kylie (left) and Mother Kim Berry at their new

Lafayette store.
By Jenn Freedman

White Barn Home opened on

March 16, taking over the
former Farmyard Darlings
space on Lafayette Circle

across from Lafayette Square.
Former Farmyard Darlings
co-owner, Kim Berry, is team-
ing up with her daughter,
Kylie, on this new venture to
bring modern country living
to Lamorinda.

“Our goal is to make your
home your favorite place to
be ... your happy place,” Kim
Berry says. The store features
new modern farmhouse
decor with white as the back-
drop. The concept is to source
primarily from local vendors,
with handmade decor styles
and White Barn Home’s own
furniture designs with plenty
of floor samples to choose
from. In addition, White Barn
Home can customize styles to
fit your home.

The store is collaborating
with local businesses to cu-

Orchard Nursery celebrates 75 years
of community involvement

... continued from Page A2

Soon after, the rapid
growth of the surrounding
communities allowed the
store to expand, and the
classic Lord & Burnham
greenhouse was added for the
floral department.

Owner Tom Courtright
bought the nursery, which
covers 4.5 acres, in 1972.
“We’re thankful for the
community we’re in. The
Lamorinda area is a great
place to have a business,”
Courtright said, adding about
the 75th anniversary
celebration, “We celebrated
fairly quietly, but had a very
nice crowd. It’s pretty
significant that we’ve been
here so long — and plan to be
here another 50 or 75 years.”
The nursery gave away free
tote bags to the first 500
customers. In all, he estimates
over 2,000 people visited on
the day.

“It’s been a fun ride. Even

after my 50 years here, I still
enjoy coming to work in the
morning,” said Courtright,
who is considering
retirement. “My daughter
[Vice-President Kathy
Courtright Rondini] and the
management team has taken
over more of the day-to-day
operations.”

One of the longest
tenured employees at
Orchard, Chris Martinez,
shared that the staff there has
a family feel, with the loyalty
of the workers matching the
warmth and appreciation that
owner Courtright shows
them.

Courtright said, “We’ve
been very fortunate to have
some great employees stick
with us for a long time. It’s
not the highest paying
industry, so they must enjoy
what they do.”

As an attendee at many
International Garden
Conferences, Courtright has
toured over 15 countries and

gone to garden centers all
over the world, always
bringing home fresh ideas to
Orchard Nursery. They’ve
done concerts at the ‘Lazy K’
house, evenings in the
nursery with wine and hors
d'oeuvres, and many other
events.

Remarking on the
Harvest Festival, Courtright
says, “We brought the idea
home from the East Coast,
where they celebrated the fall
season in the nurseries and
put it to use here. Where we
used to sell firewood out the
back of Orchard, I never
thought we’d be selling
pumpkins.” Laughing, he
adds, “Now we sell thousands
of them!”

The Courtrights currently
reside in Lafayette, but are
considering moving to
Livermore where Courtright's
wife owns and runs a
nursery.

LIRS

rate a unique modern feel,
like Lafayette’s Amphora
Nueva olive oils and vinegars,
soaps from Alhambra Valley
in Martinez, dough bowl can-
dles from Brentwood’s Spin-
ola Farm & Co., Collective
Hearts jewelry in Marin, and
more. “Our number one goal
when opening White Barn
Home was to partner and
source with as many local
businesses as possible. We
believe strongly in supporting
our local community,” Kim
Berry explains.

Page: A9

While Kim focuses on the
decor aesthetic and store ex-
perience, Kylie manages the
marketing, social media, and
parts of the sourcing re-
search. Kylie is currently a
marketing major in the Car-
son College of Business at
Washington State University.

The store is open Tuesday
through Saturday from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. For the latest
assortment and inspiration,
follow them on Instagram
@white_barn_home.
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Funcral & Cremation Services
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Dlrect Cremations From $799.00

Traditional Services From $3999.00
FD2386 Notary Services Available (925) 490-1400
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E SCULPTURE

COMPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!
Certified Arborists <
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com

License #655977
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IN WALNUT CREEK

“t's Nnot as good as we
Imagined. It's better.”

-victoria agreenleaf, New viamonte resident

DYNAMIC SENIOR LIVING -

925-856-5985 -

After a lifetime in the Bay Area, Ray and Victoria have known for
decades that Walnut Creek is where they hoped to retire. What they
weren't expecting was that Viamonte would exceed those hopes in

every respect.

After five years of envisioning their best possible future, our first
residents are delighted to now be experiencing the rare and special
beauty of our setting, the peerless design of our residences and
campus, and the exceptional people who live and work at Viamonte.

See what they can’t stop ta"(ing about.

Make an appointment to visit us securely in person or online today.

SCQUBIA

LIVING™
VIAMONTE | WALNUT CREEK

VIAMONTELIVING.ORG
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CALL TOM
FOR A FREE
ESTIMATE

Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

925-377-0977
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MCVE COORDINATORS

All-Women Company Serving
East Bay Residents for Over 20 Years

COMPLETE MOVE &
COORDINATION SPECIALISTS

% CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION *

FULL PACKING & UNPACKING SERVICES
PACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

plan, sort, pack, label and help with what to keep, toss, donate, consign

UNPACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

plxcmy frndurd, SERng up kfchen. eogasiiag Chesdls. capbodids and drawers

Insured, Bonded, and Green

Nominated by SCORE 925.330.1988
for Qutstanding heflp@carefreemoves.net
Woman-Owned Small Business v carefreemaves. net

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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The Real Estate Market is Hotter Than Ever!

*Low Interest Rates *Low Inventory *Abundant Buyers

Now
is the Best Time to Prepare and Sell

Call me for my

*23+ years of Experience and Market Expertise

*Winning Strategies and Guidance
*No Obligation Estimate of Value

BLUXURY

1.april. matthews@gmail.com

Pandemic perks have staying power

Photo Katherine Choi

One of the renowned Moraga coyotes thinks about crashing
arecent cul-de-sac cocktails gathering.

.. continued from Page Al

Several weeks after the
pandemic forced everyone to
shelter in place, this reporter,
tired of staring at the same
walls of her house and frus-
trated at being unable to so-
cialize with friends and fam-
ily, had a conversation from
across the street with a
neighbor. The question:
Would she and her husband
be interested in a socially
distanced glass of wine?
From that initial discussion,
an email asking the same
question was sent to approxi-
mately 12 neighboring
households.

The weather was warm-
ing up, the days were grow-
ing longer and the time

forced to stay home was con-
tinuing. Everyone agreed the
weekly get-together was a
great idea and many began
showing up every week. “Fri-
days have suddenly become a
whole lot better,” one neigh-
bor proclaimed.

Dogs are invited and they
seem to enjoy the gathering
almost as much as their hu-
mans, going from chair to
chair performing tricks and
collecting treats. Cathy Tyson,
who brings Louis, her King
Charles spaniel-mini golden
retriever mix every week,
states that Friday is definitely
his favorite day. “As soon as I
pick up my chair to take out
to the cul- de-sac, Louis can
barely contain himself,” she
says.

Neighbors out for a walk

come by. Delivery drivers
smile and wave. In Novem-
ber, a local candidate can-
vassing the neighborhood
stopped by, handing out his
pamphlet and answering
questions. Other friends,
family and neighbors have
occasionally joined in, always
bringing their own chairs
and refreshments.

Recently, an uninvited
guest meandered by ... one of
Moraga’s renowned coyotes
slowly approached the circle.
He wasn’t the slightest bit in-
terested in joining the gath-
ering and left when some in
the group chased him back
down the hill.

As the winter days short-
ened and the weather got
colder, cul-de-sac cocktails
continued. Jackets, scarves
and hats were donned, blan-
kets were brought out to
cover legs and a small
propane fire-pit lit to provide
some warmth. The days are
once again getting longer and
the group pledges to continue
getting together.

What started out as a
simple diversion to staying at
home has evolved into a
group of good friends meet-
ing up on a weekly basis. As
Jim Kurkjian, one of the reg-
ular participants, noted, “I so
appreciate how dear we have
become to one another in this
pandemic.”
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ADAM HAMALIAN

925.708.5630
DRE# 01917597

NORTHRIDGE, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $2,448,000
MARY PISCITELLI | 925.765.9095

CHERYL HATA

510.912.5882

DRE# 013859346

JANE SMITH

111 BEAR RIDGE TRAIL, ORINDA
OFFERED AT $1,950,000
RUTH EDDY | 925.788.5449

925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506

JOY WIEHN

146 CAMINO SOBRANTE, ORINDA
SOLD FOR $2,750,000
CHERYL HATA / LORI LEGLER | 510.912.5882

415.377.1884

DRE# 02047712

KAAREN BRICKMAN

3339 DYER DRIVE, LAFAYETTE
SOLD FOR $1,335,000
TINA FRECHMAN | 925.915.0851

=\
925.351.5049

DRE# 01932119

LISATICHENOR LORI LEGLER MARY PISCITELLI

925.285.1093
DRE# 01478540

925.765.9095

DRE# 01426129

925.286.1244
DRE# 00805732

COMING SOON

MATT MCLEOD

925.464.6500
DRE# 01310057

1733 SPRINGBROOK ROAD, LAFAYETTE

CALL FOR DETAILS

DON & PAMELA COLOMBANA 925.878.8047

PENDING

2673 SNYDER COURT, WALNUT CREEK
OFFERED AT $1,679,000
HURLBUT TEAM | 925.383.5500

31 BIRCHWOOD PLACE, MORAGA
SOLD FOR $2,650,000

CHERYL HATA/LORI LEGLER | 510.912.5882

6750 N LAKE BLVD, UNIT 7, TAHOE VISTA

$179,000 FOR 1/14TH SHARE
FONDNAZIO TEAM | 925.817.9053

PAMELA & DON
COLOMBANA

925.878.8047
DRE# 01979180/01979181

RUTH EDDY

925.788.5449
DRE# 01313819

=]

1640 RIDGEWOOD ROAD, ALAMO

CALL FOR DETAILS

DON & PAMELA COLOMBANA 925.878.8047

ﬂu[lilidﬂ mmrnmmmnmmuf i[ﬂﬂilﬂ

3318 BEECHWOOD DRIVE, LAFAYETTE

OFFERED AT AT $1,399,000

TINA FRECHMAN | 925.915.0851

3305 BERTA LANE, LAFAYETTE

SOLD FOR $1,477,000

S.HUTCHENS/A.HAMALIAN | 925.708.5630

2672 W. NEWELL AVE., WALNUT CREEK

SOLD FOR $1,715,000

MATT MCLEOD | 925.464.6500

SHERRY HUTCHENS

925.212.7617
DRE# 01320608

TINA FRECHMAN

925.915.0851
DRE# 01970768

BRYAN HURLBUT

925.383.5500
DRE# 01347508

CHRISTINA LINEZO

415.425.3085
DRE# 01964989

JOHN FONDNAZIO

925.817.9053
DRE# 01938194

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500
DRE# 01290985

LAUREN DEAL
HURLBUT TEAM

925.876.4671

DRE#02060294

VALERIE DURANTINI

415.999.6116
DRE# 01376796
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80 years growing, an Orinda garden
hosted generations of one family *ouy,
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Pool and gazebo in upper garden.

By Sora O’Doherty

A beautiful two-acre garden
tucked away near Lake Cas-
cade was the joy and work of
its original owner for 80
years, and during her life,
Nancy Shurtleff Miller en-
joyed hosting events for her
four children, eight grand-
children and 24 great grand-
children in the garden.

She married George
Williard Miller, and the couple
were gifted a parcel of land in
Orinda. They sold it, bought a
parcel more to their liking,
and in 1940 built their home
at 30 Las Cascadas. The land
came with a membership to
the nearby Orinda Country
Club. Nancy Miller died last
September at age 101, and the
property is now on the mar-
ket, but daughter Sandra
Rowe gave the Lamorinda
Weekly a tour of the garden
and chatted about her family
history there.

Rowe’s father, who died in
1982, was in the military dur-
ing World War II and later
president of Dean Witter,
which became Morgan Stan-
ley. Her mother was with him
in Ft. Stockton, Texas when
she was pregnant with Rowe,
but came home on the train to
give birth in California so
Rowe wouldn’t be a Texan,
Rowe said. Their house in
Orinda was built in 1940;
Rowe was born in 1942, and
the family returned to Orinda
and moved into their new
home around 1943 or 1944.

At the time, the property
was a little over one acre, but
over the years the family ac-
quired two additional adjoin-
ing lots from the East Bay Mu-
nicipal Utility District, each
about one-half acre, bringing
the property up to its current
size of a little over two acres.

Nancy Miller did not
work, but volunteered a great
deal, along with her sister,
who at the time lived on
Miner Road. As cars were
scarce then, the two sisters
made their way around in a
motorcycle with a side-car.
Miller was a member of the
Orinda Garden Club, and
many garden club tours in-
cluded the property at Las

Sandra Rowe in the garden her mother nurtured for 80 years

Cascadas. According to Rowe,
her mother didn’t want to live
in Piedmont, because she
didn’t have enough room to
garden there. She was as-
sisted in the garden by Santos,
who was hired when he was
17 years old and is still work-
ing in the garden. Miller also
worked with Magic Gardens
in Berkeley.

The garden is graced with
mature trees and large flow-
ering shrubs, in addition to
architectural features such as
a gazebo and a moon bridge
over an artificial creek. The
creek now fills only when
there is a lot of rain, but Rowe
noted that in the old days, it
was filled from a tank and fed
the sprinklers. Rather than a
large expanse, the garden
comprises smaller, discreet
areas, connected by winding
paths, such as the croquet
lawn, where the family
played. The vegetable garden
has a fountain where just
picked vegetables could be
rinsed off before their short
trip to the house.

There are several ponds,
and two stone lions guard the
upper garden where the
gazebo is located.

One part of the garden
features a large rectangular
swimming pool. Rowe recalls
that it was one of the first
pools in Orinda, and would be
filled with all their friends.
“Mom would beg us to get out
of the pool so she could [go
inside and] do the laundry!”

Rowe’s second daughter
was married in the garden.
Courtney has now been mar-
ried for 20 years. Rowe also
remembers huge Christmas
Day parties each year. Her
mother held a Deb Tea for
every daughter and grand-
daughter in the garden in the
spring when the dogwoods
were blooming. Rowe recalled
that her mother had very
close relationships with all
her grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. “She knew
everything about every
grandchild,” Rowe said. “She
texted, they sent her photos,
there wasn’t one who didn’t
have a fabulous relationship
with her.” They respected her
and loved her, Rowe added.
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Mary H. Smith D.D.S.

A Professional Corporation

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

We are
celebrating our

25" anniversary
of making and
maintaining
beautiful smiles.
We always welcome
new patients.

Our office delivers
the highest quality

and service.

Consults are always
complementary.

1 Bates Blvd. Ste. 210, Orinda, 925.254.0824.

Photos Sora O’Doherty

NOW AT
ORINDA BOOKS
AND ON
AMAZON.COM!

A COLLECTION OF
MARGIE RYERSON'S
HELPFUL TOOLS FOR

IMPROVING YOUR
FAMILY LIFE

FAMILY FOCUS

A Therapist's
Tips for Happler Families
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2021 Graduation Advertising
Opportunity, May 26th edition

This year we are offering an advertising opportunity for families of
graduates to go with a list of all graduating seniors that we will publish in
our May 26 issue.

To order ad space and submit content and selections please use our online form
or contact Wendy Scheck at wendy@lamorindaweekly.com or 925-377-0977.
Templates and submission form can be found on our website at
www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Dates, maple and pecans make this bar a perfect pick-me-up

[

Date, Maple & Toasted Pecan Energy Bars
By Susie Iventosch

The combination of toasted
pecans, dates, maple flavoring
and a little Himalayan salt is
delicious! A bit of fresh lemon
sets off the sweetness, just right,
too. These bars are kind of like
Lara Bars or the Thunderbird
Real Food Bars and they are a
great source of quick and last-
ing energy. My daughter and I
were starving after a hot yoga
class one day, and stopped in for
a coffee drink at a café on our
way home. When I spied the
Texas Maple Pecan Bar it struck
me as the perfect energy snack
that we were craving. It was so
delicious that we went home
and immediately started plot-
ting out our own recipe. This is

the recipe we came up with and
we are very happy with the re-
sults.

Dates are a great source of
dietary fiber and carbohydrates
in the form of fruit sugar. Due to
the natural fiber, the fruit is low
on the Glycemic Index, and this
helps to slow down the sugar
absorption, resulting in a no-
crash source of energy. Medjool
dates, grown in Israel and other
parts of the Mediterranean, are
known for their soft texture and
honey like taste. We use them in
our Waioli Date Bars (we will
share that recipe soon) and also
in this recipe. I think they’d be
wonderful skewered with
chicken and shallots for a fun
Mediterranean kebab, too.

Toasting the pecans makes

Photos Susie Iventosch

these bars extra-delicious and
maple flavoring is a key compo-
nent, too. If you have trouble

INGREDIENTS

1 Ib. Medjool dates, pitted

1 cup toasted pecans, chopped
1/2 teaspoon Himalayan pink salt
1/2 teaspoon maple extract

1 teaspoon lemon juice
DIRECTIONS

Line an 8-inch square baking dish with parchment paper.

Spray paper with cooking spray.
Toast the Pecans:

Preheat oven to 350 F. Place pecans on a baking sheet and
bake for about 8-10 minutes, just until beginning to brown.
They will smell fantastically aromatic as they are toasting.
Keep an eye on them, because you can burn pecans in the
blink of an eye! Remove from oven when toasted and cool.
Once cooled, finely chop. Set aside.

Puree the Dates:

Make sure all of the pits are removed from the dates, or buy
pitted dates. (If using pitted dates, I always like to check to
make sure they’ve all been pitted before putting them in the
food processor, because inevitably there is a straggler.)

Place pitted dates in the bowl of your food processor.
Process into a chunky paste. If there are some chunks left, no
problem, they will easily incorporate into the bars.

finding maple extract at your
grocery store, you can find sev-
eral suppliers online. Cook’s

Remove puréed dates to a mixing bowl. Stir in the
toasted, chopped pecans, salt, maple extract and lemon juice.

Mix well. Mixture will be sticky.

Turn mixture into the prepared
baking dish and press down with your
fingers or a flat spatula so that the entire
dish is covered with about “-inch of the
date mixture. If using your fingers, you
may need to coat them with a little oil to
keep the mixture from sticking to them.

Refrigerate until firm. Cut into

rectangles or squares and wrap each in
parchment paper or plastic wrap until

ready to eat.

website:

Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com. This
recipe can be found on our

www.lamorindaweekly.com If
you would like to share your
favorite recipe with Susie please
contact her by email or call our
office at (925) 377-0977. Or visit
https://treksandbites.com

puts out a pure maple extract
that you can buy on Amazon or
through Walmart, too.

GCCP Season Finale focuses on interconnectedness of cultures

ASQ

Submitted by Pamela
Freund-Striplen

Gold Coast Chamber Players
conclude their virtual con-
certs at 7 p.m. Saturday, May 1
with Dvorak’s America. Vir-
tual links remain available for
one week following the con-
cert date. Q&A with the musi-
cians follows the premiere at
8:30 p.m.

Dvorak’s America ex-

plores the impact of Spirituals
and Native American music
on Dvorak during his time in
America, highlighting the in-
terconnectedness of cultures.
The program will feature
Dvorak’s String Quintet, op. 97
and the Lento from his String
Quartet op. 96, both nick-
named “the American.” Origi-
nal music by Mary Young-
blood for Native American
flute, "Within My Heart" and
"Beneath the Raven Moon"

Mary Younghblood with Flute

and her arrangement "Amaz-
ing Grace," offer music akin to
what Dvorak heard during his
stay in America.

Perhaps the greatest mu-
sical influence on Dvorak
during his time in America
was hearing African American
Spirituals, that he proclaimed
are at the heart of American
music. Spirituals to be per-
formed are “Swing Low Sweet
Chariot,” “By an’ By,” and “My
Lord What a Morning.” Con-
cluding the program will be
“Goin’ Home” from Dvorak’s
New World Symphony. This
famous melody was trans-
formed into a Spiritual by
William Arms Fisher, serving
as a unique metaphor for the
program theme, and will be

Michele Kennedy

performed by the entire en-
semble.

Leading the ensemble is
internationally acclaimed Bay
Area favorite, the Alexander
String Quartet. This concert
marks one of the first perfor-
mances with their new violist,
David Samuel. The Alexander
String Quartet has performed
in the major music capitals of
five continents, securing its
standing among the world’s
premier ensembles, and a
major artistic presence in its
home base of San Francisco,
serving since 1989 as Ensem-
ble in Residence of San Fran-
cisco Performances and Di-
rectors of The Morrison
Chamber Music Center In-
structional Program at San
Francisco State University.

Violist Pamela Freund-
Striplen, a frequent ASQ col-
laborator, joins for the String
Quintet. Soprano Michele
Kennedy has performed in

Pamela Freund-Striplen

Carnegie Hall, Davies Sym-
phony Hall, Bard Summer-
scape, Getty Museum, Lincoln
Center, Powell Symphony Hall,
and Washington National
Cathedral. San Francisco
Chronicle notes that her
”graceful tonal clarity was a
wonder to hear." Native
American Mary Youngblood,
half Seminole and half Aleut,
is the first woman to profes-
sionally record the Native
American Flute, and the first
woman to win not just one,
but two Grammy Awards for
"Best Native American Music
Album."

Single ticket: $30. Con-
certs are streamed via
YouTube. Purchase online at
www.GCCPmusic.com or by
calling (925) 283-3728. Please
visit gccpmusic.com to find
regular updates about concert
offerings, to make donations,
and to purchase tickets. Link
provided after ticket pur-
chase.

Lynn’s Top Five

Tax Season 2021 ... while the living’s not easy, it’s getting better

By Lynn Ballou CFP®

Well, we made it to another
tax season, and “surprise,” it’s
still not quite business as
usual. Let’s review five things
you may want to consider be-
fore filing your returns this
year, and as you get set up for
2021.

1) The only constant is
change. And this is a good
one. Many filers received un-
employment insurance bene-
fits last year due to massive
pandemic related unemploy-
ment. Happily the latest tax
law exempts these payments
from federal tax (they were
already state tax free). If
you’ve already filed and de-
clared this as income, you
might need to file an amended
return and receive a refund.
However, at this writing, per
the IRS website, they are ask-
ing that you DO NOT file a re-
turn to claim these refunds
due. Hopefully they’ll be able
to review returns where tax-
payers have reported this in-
come and handle refunds
without you initiating any pa-

perwork. Check the website
(www.irs.gov) for more up-to-
date information.

2) Stimulus - Did you re-
ceive everything you de-
served? As of this writing
there were three rounds of
stimulus funds that were the-
oretically automatically sent
to you by the IRS, two of them
in 2020. However I've spoken
to many who did not receive
everything they felt was owed
to them. For stimulus funding
due to you last year but not
received, you have the oppor-
tunity when you file your re-
turn to report these under-
payments and request they be
credited to you via your re-
turn. Please note that these
stimulus funds are NOT tax-
able to you. If you feel you
are due funds that you never
received and are not required
to file a tax return, this web-
site will help you and those
who are filing returns figure
out how to access monies
owed: Recovery Rebate Credit
| Internal Revenue Service
(irs.gov)

3) May 17 is the new April
15? Partially. Individual tax-

payers can now delay filing
their federal and state income
tax returns until May 17. And
while you can delay filing and
paying any balances due for
2020 until the new extended
date, please note that you
must still pay any 2021 esti-
mated first quarter taxes due
by April 15 to avoid interest
and penalties when you file
your 2021 returns next year.
4) Last minute tax reduc-
tion and tax planning idea.
This year you have until May
17 to fund your 2020 IRA and
Roth IRA (if eligible) contribu-
tions. For those of you who
are self employed and use
SEP-IRAs or other types of
higher contribution limit re-
tirement plans, as of this writ-
ing you can fund your contri-
butions for those plans up un-
til you file, including exten-
sions, which can be as late as
Oct. 15 this year.

5) RMD'’s - They’re back!
Taxpayers enjoyed a reprieve
on the forced withdrawal of
funds, aka Required Minimum
Distributions (RMDs), from
retirement accounts last year.
Be careful as you plan for

2021 because RMDs are back
on the table. Don’t be caught
under-withholding income
taxes as you navigate what
may be a return to higher tax-
able income. If you adjusted
withholding or estimated
taxes last year to account for
less taxable income, you need
to revisit your withholding
and estimated tax plans for
2021 taking into account addi-
tional income that is not only
taxed, but may in fact put you
in a higher bracket. Don’t
wait until year-end to figure
out your 2021 tax situation.
Avoid penalties and interest
for potentially under-
withholding by getting on top
of these numbers now and
staying on track. Remember
that your first quarter 2021
estimated taxes are still due
April 15!

Hope this is helpful as you
face down another challeng-
ing (and longer) tax season
and start planning for 2021.
On a happier note, with vacci-
nations on the uptick, 'm sure
looking forward to unwinding
the pain of the past 13 months
and seeing everyone around

town again in our amazing
village that is Lamorinda.

Lynn Ballou CFP® is a Senior
Vice President and Partner with
EP Wealth Advisors. Information
used in the writing of this
column is believed to be factual
and up-to-date, but we do not
guarantee its accuracy and it
should not be regarded as a
complete analysis of the
subject(s) discussed. All
information is derived from
sources deemed to be reliable.
All expressions of opinion reflect
the judgment of the author as of
the date of publication and are
subject to change.
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What’s in a name?

By Vera Kochan

What’s in a name? The phrase
comes from Shakespeare’s
play, “Romeo and Juliet” —
“What’s in a name? That
which we call a rose by any
other name would smell as
sweet.” A name is an arbitrary
label, but when it comes to
Campolindo, Acalanes and
Miramonte high schools, al-
most no one to this day is
aware of how they received
their names. At the founding
of each campus there was
enough disagreement on set-
tling for a name which appar-
ently, for some, did not “smell
as sweet.”

Moraga’s Campolindo
High School opened its doors
in 1962. Campolindo was not
named after a person. To
break down the name into
two words, the Spanish trans-
lation of “campo” means
“countryside or field,“ while
the translation of “lindo”
means “pretty”. According to
historian Margaret Mahler,
Campolindo’s first principal,
Alex Winchester, wanted to
call the school Los Cerros
(meaning “little hills”), be-
cause of the rolling hills and

i ACALANES HIGH SCHOOL

WELCOME BACI
ACALANES!
WE MISSED YOU

valley. The campus stands on
what was once a lake — La-
guna de los Colorados — part
of a Spanish land grant.

At the time of Campo’s
naming a few disgruntled citi-
zens wrote to the local news-
papers of the day complaining
about the improper use of
Spanish. “They’re murdering
the Spanish, again,” claimed
Spanish teacher Helen Ford,
who was already upset by the
incorrect usage of names
given to the local streets.

Ford went so far as to
contact the Acalanes Union
High School District with her
complaint. “May I point out
that this name cannot be used,
because it is incorrect Span-
ish. It can be 'Campo’ 'Lindo’,
two words. If we are to use
foreign names, I believe that
the words used should be cor-
rect and correctly
pronounced.”

Another citizen reasoned
that since the school was lo-
cated in the middle of what
used to be a lake bed, it should
be named “Laguna.” Insisting
that the first year of students
should have the honor of
naming their school, the as-
sumption was that they would
rather cheer “Laguna, La-

guna” as opposed to “Cam-
polindo, Campolindo, rah, rah,
rah!”

Winchester, besides
wanting to call the school Los
Cerros, lobbied for black and
gold as the official colors. The
students overruled him and
Campolindo’s school colors
remain blue and red with the
Cougar as the mascot.

Lafayette’s Acalanes High
School opened in 1940. The
name was derived from The
“Ahala-n” a Costanoan native
village (part of the greater
Ohlone tribe) in the area. The
Spanish had called the village
“Akalan.”

The principal-elect at the
time, Stanley Warburton, re-
ceived a letter from A.L Kroe-
ber, PhD, a professor of an-
thropology at UC Berkeley,
stating, “Use of the name
Acalanes by the high school
cheering section is within the
realm of plausibility, but
cheering for Laguna de los
Palos Colorados would appear
to offer some difficulty in
enunciation.”

The campus was built on
land that was once a field of
tomatoes and weeds. School
officials wanted the mascot to
be an American Eagle, which

was a revered bird to the
Costanoans, but the student
body intervened and selected
the Don (a Spanish honorary
title) along with school colors
of royal blue and white.

Orinda’s Miramonte High
School greeted its first stu-
dents in 1955. Much like Cam-
polindo, it was not named af-
ter an individual. After this
reporter’s extensive research
and inquiries to locals and
various organizations, no
documentation was uncov-
ered as to the naming of the
campus. Once again, in
breaking down the name into
two Spanish words, “mira”
means “sight” and “monte”
means “hill or mountain.”

A paper dated July 1954
stated, “The school was named
Miramonte, much to the dis-
gust of a Mr. Maccarro who
suggested the name be
changed to Orinda High
School.”

Mahler’s notes quoted an
observer as saying, “At Mira-
monte in 1955, one looked
over his surroundings and
saw no houses at all — it was a
beautiful setting. Each morn-
ing the fog gradually burned
away, just as it does now, ex-
posing the green, rolling hills
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of Moraga.”

The school’s current prin-
cipal Julie Parks said, “I can’t
speak to the direct impetus for
the name change, but I think
we can all agree that the
name Miramonte is appropri-
ate! We are indeed sur-
rounded by mountain views!”

Built on a site that was
once black walnut fields, the
Student Commission chose the
school’s colors of green and
white. The student body chose
the Matador as the mascot, al-
though there was a tongue-in-
cheek suggestion for a change.
The football team’s first field
was a bulldozed meadow.
There was a horrendous in-
festation of gophers digging
up the dirt. Luckily the prob-
lem was eradicated or the sign
on Moraga Way might now
read: Miramonte High School,
Home of the Gophers.

Special thanks to: Moraga
Historical Society President
Susan Sperry (Moragahis-
tory.org), Orinda Historical
Society President Alison Burns
(Orindahistory.org) and
Michael Beller General Com-
munity Library Manager
(Orinda).

Seven simple ways to go greener at home (and save green too!)

By Jenn Freedman

With Earth Day just around
the corner on April 22, it’s a
natural time to reflect on how
our choices impact the envi-
ronment, and an apropos time
to consider some effective
ways to go greener at home.
One of the biggest first steps to
take is to compost and recycle
more, and use the trash bin
less.

Compost more, toss less. We
are fortunate here in the Bay
Area to have green compost
bins available for food scraps,
soiled paper, and yard waste.
If you don't have one already,
contact Republic Services to
add a green bin to your plan
for no additional cost for sin-
gle family homes. For condos
or apartments, contact your
property manager or your
homeowners or condo associ-
ation to coordinate with Re-
public Services to add com-
post, and provide food scrap

Photos Jenn Freedman

pails and training for a nomi-
nal fee (about $7 per quarter
in Moraga).

Plus, extra large 96-gallon
recycle and compost bins are
also available upon request
for no additional fee in Lam-
orinda. More good news: you
can save almost 50% off your
bill by switching to a half-size
(32 gallon) trash bin from the
standard 64 gallon bin (note: a
32-gallon bin still fits 2-3
kitchen bags).

The most misplaced
items? “Styrofoam and wood,”
according to John Taylor, re-
cycling coordinator at Repub-
lic Services. Even if marked as
recyclable, styrofoam should
be placed in the trash bin.
And while branches and other
yard waste go in the compost
bin, wood from furniture,
fences, and other treated
wood can not be composted
and should go in the trash. For
additional information about
recycling and compost, visit

www.recyclesmart.org.
Shop local

Lamorinda is fortunate to
have two farmers’ markets:
one in Orinda from 9 a.m. to 1
p-m. on Saturdays in front of
the Orinda Community Park,
and another in Moraga from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. on Sundays at
the Moraga Shopping Center.
When we buy local, we reduce
our food’s carbon footprint
significantly through mini-
mizing transportation and
packaging.

Join Buy Nothing or
other "gift economy." Buy
Nothing (buynothingpro-
ject.org) is an international
project with a mission to offer
people a way to give and re-
ceive, share, lend, and express
gratitude through a world-
wide network of hyper-local
gift economies. Orinda, Mor-
aga, and Lafayette all have a
Buy Nothing Chapter through
Facebook.

Speaking from experi-
ence, Buy Nothing is awe-
some. I have been able to gift
items that may have otherwise
gone in the trash, such as used
toys, food, clothing, dishes, art
supplies, an old sewing ma-
chine, and more. Plus, the few
times I have asked for specific
items to avoid purchasing new
(like plastic storage contain-
ers), I have received. Finally, I
have snagged a few surprise
treasures along the way as
well, like my rice cooker.

Consider an Imperfect
Box subscription. According
to the National Resources De-
fense Council, 40% of food
goes uneaten in America. A
key reason is that farmers are
unable to harvest and sell up
to a third of their produce be-
cause it doesn’t look “perfect.”
Although misshapen or blem-
ished, the food is still perfectly
delicious and nutritious. San

Extra large recycle bin, standard compost bin, small trash bin

Francisco-based Imperfect
Foods combats food waste and
enables fresh food accessibil-
ity across America. In addi-
tion to salvaging produce, the
company offers shelf-stable
groceries, dairy, meat, and al-
ternatives.

To learn more about sub-
scriptions, visit www.imper-
fectfoods.com. My family has
received a biweekly Imperfect
box for four years to supple-
ment our farmers' market and
grocery hauls; we are quite
satisfied with both the quality
and customer service.

Use cloth towels and nap-
kins. In addition to drying
dishes, consider using cloth
instead of paper to clean up
the kids and the surfaces.
Capture cold water while
waiting for the hot. Waiting
for the hot water is such a
doozie - especially in drought-
prone California. A plumbing
fix may or may not be a solu-
tion for you. However, it’s
easy to use most of that cap-
tured cold water: water plants
(especially from bathroom
faucets), fill the tea kettle, cof-

fee maker or pots, or rinse
dishes pre-dishwasher.

Eat more plants, less meat
and dairy. One final way to
focus on the planet is reduce
meat and dairy consumption.
Animal agriculture uses up
precious resources like water
and land. For example, one
gallon of milk requires 880
gallons of water (for raising
and grazing cattle, and bot-
tling and processing) and it
takes 660 gallons of water to
produce a 1/3-pound beef
burger, according to data by
National Geographic. Beans
require about one tenth of
that. For comparison, a
shower utilizes about 17 gal-
lons (so consuming one
burger uses as much water as
39 showers).

Consider starting with at
least a small step, like switch-
ing to one plant-based meal
per week.

Jenn Freedman is the
founder of www.plantpow-
eredlivin.com, a food and
lifestyle blog for conscious
foodies, vegan dabblers, et al.

Moraga Art Gallery revives popular tradition

Submitted by
George Ehrenhaft

Early in 2020 COVID-19 put an
end to the popular receptions
held in conjunction with the
opening of each new show at
the Moraga Art Gallery. To ex-
press their gratitude for com-
munity support since then, the

gallery's members cordially
invite the public to a special
reception from 5 to 7 p.m.
Saturday, April 24 in the plaza
in front of the gallery at 432
Center Street in Moraga’s
Rheem Shopping Center.
While some artwork will
be displayed in the plaza,
guests in limited numbers will

have access to the gallery it-
self (masks required) to view
the current show, "An Elegant
Balance," featuring the work
of two member artists: K. de
Groot, who specializes in
striking, Asia-accented neck-
laces, bracelets and other jew-
elry, and George Ehrenhaft, a
watercolorist focused on Cali-

fornia's matchless scenic
beauty. In addition, the
gallery has on display roughly
350 original artworks, large
and small, by members and
guest artists. Of particular
note is the gallery's recently-
opened "Art Boutique," con-
taining an array of unique,
locally-made gifts in wood,

glass, ceramics, and other
materials.

The gallery is now open
on Fridays, Saturdays and
Sundays from noon to 4 p.m.,
and also by appointment. For
more information, call (925)
376-5407, or visit http://mora-
gaartgallery.com or email
moragaartgallery@gmail.com.
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Wagner Ranch fifth-graders place

first in creative co

mpetition
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Gordon, Davis Gordon, Brian Volk, Bryce Batiuchok.

Submitted by Regina Gordon
and Ritu Goel

The Fifth Grade Team at Wagner Ranch
Elementary in Orinda rose to the
challenge amidst a pandemic year and
placed first in their division at the
Odyssey of the Mind SF Bay Regional
Competition held in a virtual tournament
on Feb. 27. Odyssey of the Mind is a
world-renowned program where students
learn how to problem solve, create,
design, and think outside of the box as a
team.

Apart from developing a solution to a
long-term problem over several months,
the team learned spontaneous
problem-solving techniques to “think on
their feet.” Their performance, which
centered around team-developed
technical effects, portrayed a character
that must escape a virtual world and
defeat a nefarious character. One team
member said, “I have learned a lot of
hands-on skills through this problem
solving competition. The process of
building the solution teaches us what
works, what doesn’t and how to find
alternative solutions. We also have to
work within a budget which encourages
us to utilize recycled materials. This
creates unique looking structures.”

The team's coach, Leslie Volk (who
also heads the Innovation Lab at Wagner
Ranch), has been leading members
Raunav Agarwal, Bryce Batiuchok, Maya
Elkind, Sadie Elkind, Bryce Gordon, Davis
Gordon and Brian Volk for the past three

years. “I'm in awe of how this team has
grown as creative thinkers, problem
solvers, and teammates that support each
other to overcome challenges. Odyssey
has been a wonderful experience for me
as a coach and parent to see the group
develop strong friendships while working
towards a goal. One of the best parts
about Odyssey is that the kids take full
ownership over their project and come up
with everything on their own.”

Odyssey of the Mind was born out of
an industrial design class by founder Dr.
C. Samuel Micklus in 1978 who
challenged his students to solve unique
problems with creative solutions. The
professor's classroom challenges spread
amongst other schools and is now a
worldwide competition. “We love Odyssey
of the Mind because it allows you to be
creative while working with friends on a
hands-on project and you're able to
compete with other schools,” said the
OMers (a nickname used for Odyssey of
the Mind participants). For many schools,
the Odyssey of the Mind program offers a
creative outlet that students may not
acquire as part of the general education
curriculum.

These Wagner Ranch OMers are
looking forward to the NorCal State
competition and hope to advance to the
World finals in June 2021. For more
information on how to start your Odyssey
journey visit
www.odysseyofthemind.com. Local team
and contact information can also be
found on this website.

Troop 204 honors 2021 Eagle Scouts

Photo Mika Watanabe

Top row: Paul Munnelly, Joshua Gohres, William Innenberg, Benjamin
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Thiselton-Dyer; bottom row: Cole Foster, Liam Bodner, Ilhan Evrenosoglu, Charles

Wheeler.
Submitted by
Martin Thiselton-Dyer

Lafayette's Boy Scout Troop 204
will honor nine scouts at the
troop's upcoming 68th Eagle
Court of Honor on April 18.
These Scouts will each be ad-
vancing to Eagle Scout - the
highest rank in scouting.
There will be a small
invitation-only outdoor cere-
mony in light of current cir-
cumstances.

To attain the Eagle Scout
rank, a Scout must earn at least
21 merit badges including 13
Eagle-required badges, demon-

strate leadership and Scout
Spirit, and successfully com-
plete an approved Eagle ser-
vice project. Over their years
with the troop these Scouts
have also joined, planned and
exhibited leadership during
the annual 50-mile wilderness
backpacking trips that have
been a hallmark of the Troop
204 scouting experience.

Eagle service projects were
necessarily planned, coordi-
nated and adapted by the
Scouts during 2020-21 to take
account of pandemic restric-
tions and protocols. They re-
sponded to a variety of com-
munity challenges and needs of

the times.

With funding from com-
munity donations for supplies,
Paul Munnelly led construction
of a wooden deck at the
Lafayette Community Garden
to enhance the utility of that
public space. Joshua Gohres
raised funds and constructed
plexiglass barriers for the

Husky House Child Enrichment

Center in response to pan-
demic safety needs. William
Innenberg raised funds and
assembled donated and pur-
chased supplies into care pack-
ages for members of the U.S.
military stationed in areas of
conflict. Ben Thiselton-Dyer

Looking for IN-PERSON

music lessons?
We are ready for you!

After not seeing our students for over a year, we are excited to
reopen our Moraga location and to welcome everyone back for
lessons. We offer piano, guitar, ukulele, clarinet, saxophone,
flute, drum, voice lessons, and beginner group classes.

Contact us at (415) 682-7738 or visit our website at
www.amabilemusic.org for more information!

@ AMABILE
SCHOOL OF MusIC

San Francisco & Moraga

led a drive for the Contra Costa
and Solano Food Bank, donat-
ing 1,700 pounds of food and
funds sufficient for more than
2,500 meals thanks to the gen-
erosity of the community.
After students shifted to
distanced learning Cole Foster
initiated a drive to collect, pre-
pare and distribute surplus
computers and tablets to Oak-
land schools to help address
the challenges of unequal ac-
cess to technology. Liam Bod-
ner coordinated with the Lions
Club and led a team of dis-
tanced volunteers to process
22,000 pairs of glasses ulti-
mately destined to correct the

vision of patients in need in
developing countries. Ilhan
Evrenosoglu raised funds and
led the construction of stor-
age/book shelves for Lafayette
Elementary School. Charles
Wheeler led the construction of
redwood planter boxes for the
outdoor communal area of
STAND!’s emergency shelter,
where women and children
find safety from domestic
abuse. Edward Gray (not pic-
tured) designed and created a
newly landscaped area in the
front of Lafayette Elementary
School in coordination with the
school’s Green Team.

Community Service: we are pleased to make space available whenever possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service organizations to submit
news and information about their activities. Submissions may be sent to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with the subject header In Service to the Community.
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Amabile Music See

a
Looking for IN-PERSON music lessons? d
We are ready for you! After not seeing our
students for over a year, we are excited to
reopen our Moraga location and to welcome
everyone back for lessons. We offer piano,
guitar, ukulele, clarinet, saxophone, flute,
drum, voice lessons, and beginner group
classes. Phone: (415) 682-7738,
www.amabilemusic.org

Bay Area Ballplayers

Back for year 2 with Multi-Sport and Baseball
Camps. Ballplayer Olympics is a full day
sports camp at our artificial turf field in
Moraga. Baseball Camps are half day and
utilize both our indoor and outdoor facilities.
We've hosted more awesome, Covid-Safe
youth activities than anyone in the last year!
(925) 247-5164 www.bayareaballplayers.com

California Magic

Soccer Clu

ad

Cal Magic June Soccer Summer Camps are a
joy-filled soccer experience for boys and girls
ages 6-12. Our coaching staff ensures young
athletes gain the sports knowledge and
technical skills required for their next step in
soccer while also learning life skills such as
leadership, respect and hard work.
www.calmagicsc.com

City of Lafayette
Summer Camps

Camps for all ages at the Lafayette
Community Center this summer. Camps
include Camp Awesome, Tiny Tots, Skyhawks
Sports, Art, Dance, Science, Engineering,
LEGOs, Chess and more! Registration Opens
April 12!

Phone: (925) 284-2232

www.L afayetteRec.org

City of Orinda Summer Camps

Orinda Parks and Recreation staff will offer an
adapted Summer Camp schedule that will
continue to meet health and safety guidelines
and concerns. Find magical, creative,
dynamic, and active camps to choose from at
http://orindaparksandrec.org/188/
Camp-Information

Camps start June 7 and will consist of
two-week sessions with morning and
afternoon sessions.

Cougar Youth Football /se.
Camp ad

The Cougar Youth Football Camp directed by
Head Coach Kevin Macy for grades 4-8 is
held at Campolindo High School July 12-16
and 19-23.Cost is $500 with all equipment
including T-shirt supplied. Registration forms
online.
Register at www.cougarcamps.com

Eclipse Soccer See

ad

Summer Soccer Camps - Eclipse Soccer Club
will be hosting half-day soccer camps this
summer in the Lamorinda area. The camps
will mix a variety of individual technical skill
building activities with lots of fun games to test
the newly improved skills of the players. For
more information, visit
www.eastbayeclipse.com.

Galileo Innovation Camps /¢
(Lafayette) aqe

Galileo has the perfect mix of hands-on
learning and big summer fun. Campers from
pre-K through rising 8th grade unlock their
inner innovator, creatively problem solve, and
try new things. www.galileo-camps.com.

Get $25 off your enrollment with code CampGLM!

Lady Mats Girls Basketball Camp

The Lady Mats camp will focus on teaching
basketball skills and fundamentals. The camp
will have sessions in August for 3rd to 5th
grades and 6-8th grades. All camps will be run at
Miramonte HS by the Miramonte coaching staff
and current and former players. Email for
registration and details.

vwirthman@hotmail.com; Phone: (510) 504-5683

Are we missing your Favorite Camp?
Look for our next CAMP section
May 12. Email info to
wendy@lamorindaweekly.com

The Lamorinda Weekly Summer Camp listings are not
paid advertising. Our intent is to provide a useful
reference guide. In the event we have inadvertently
printed misinformation, please let us know. LW is not
liable for errors or omissions.

Moraga Parks and Recreation
Summer Camps

Let the fun begin! Join us for weekly themed
fun and games at Moraga Day Camp. We
have designed this camp with your child’s
safety and well-being in mind. Ages
5.5-11.Register by the week, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
June 7 - Aug. 6 Extended care available 8
a.m. to 6 p.m.

(925) 888-7045 moragarec.com

Oakland Strokes Rowing @
ad

Excellent training for learning rowers in
rowing technigue, teamwork, physical fithess
and endurance for 6th-12th grade. Within a
week, rowers will gain enough skill to row
their first race!

www.oaklandstrokes.org

Rob’s Skate Academy

Spring is here and it's time to enjoy with an
action-packed adventure learning how to
skateboard! For beginners, we’ll teach you all
the fundamentals needed to navigate through
a skatepark safely. For advanced skaters, we'll
teach you any trick your heart desires. We're
here to help you succeed and achieve your
goals.

Register online: moragarec.com

Sienna Ranch
Lafayette

Sienna Ranch is offering full-day (9 a.m. to 3
p.m.) Outdoor Summer Camps for Kids
PreK-8th Grade. Join our Sienna Ranch
outdoor instructors for nature exploration,
visiting our animals, learning survival skills,
nature based crafts and more! If you have any
guestions please reach out
toadmin@siennaranchl.netor, (925) 283-6311.
www.siennaranch.net/programs/summer-camp/

Spanish Immersion Summer Camps
with Viva el Espaiiol See

Learn or improve Spanish language ad
skills through games, music, arts and crafts,
science projects and cooking. During each
weeklong camp students learn vocabulary
related to a specific kid-friendly theme such as
Wondrous Outdoors at the Reservoir or Secret
Agent Camp. Full-day, 9 a.m.- 3 p.m.
Before/after-care available. Half-day options
also available.

(925) 962-9177 www.vivaelespanol.org

Summer Art Camps

Enhanced Personal Development will be
hosting several half-day art camps this
summer in the Lamorinda area for kids ages
5-17. The camps will include the opportunity to
learn different art techniques and use varying
mediums. For more information, visit
www.enhancedpersonaldevelopment.com

Town Hall Theatre

This Summer Town Hall Education is holding
our classes outdoors and in-person! With
three different sessions for second to fifth
graders and a longer session for sixth to ninth
graders we'll have safe fun as we tell stories
and build skills.
www.townhalltheatre.com/summer-2021

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Page: B5

S50 OFF using the code LWS0 at checkout

Cur Camips will be held at ¢
facilities in Lafayeite & San
Fur l-:ld from 5 te 101
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LEARN TO ROW
SUMMER CAMPS

W No Experience Necessan
W &th-12th Craders
W Jume, Juby, & August Camps

W Learn a naw spart
W Oakiand & Orinda
W Financial Aid Available

OAKLAND STROKES
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STUDENT ATHLETES FROM 30 EAST BAY SCHOOLS
NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED!

B SOAKLANDSTROKESRDWING
~ Recing comp ovailobie for exparmencid Sthietes

EST. 1996
FULL GEAR YOUTH FOOTBALL CAMP

INSTRUCTOR: KEVIN MACY, HEAD FOOTBALL COACH
AT CAMPOLINDO HIGH 5CHOOL

GRADES 5 — 8, SEPARATED BY GRADE
DATES: July 12-16 & July 19-23 TIMES: 1:30 — 5:00 P.M.
FEES: $500 (T-shirt included)

FOR REGISTRATION GO TO:
cougarcamps.com

LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR AWARD-WINNING PROGRAMS.
VISIT GALILEQ-CAMPS.COM TO FIND THE LOCATION NEAR YOU.

Photo taken prior to Covid-19. Face masks and distancing
are now required for all campers and staff.

£ galileo

REDISCOVER
SUMMER FUN!

At Camp Galileo kids engage in hands-
on art, science and outdoor activities
that build their creative confidence and
deliver unforgettable fun.

Programs available for kids
Pre-K - rising 8th grades.

ENROLL & SavE

5190

EACH ADDITIONAL ¢
WEEK! p
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‘ Not to be missed ‘ Not to be missed ‘ Not to be missed ‘ Not to be missed ‘

Moraga Art Gallery revives a
popular tradition. Early in 2020
Covid-19 put an end to the
popular receptions held in
conjunction with the opening of
each new show at the Moraga
Art Gallery. To express their
gratitude for community
support since then, the gallery's
members cordially invite the
public to a special reception on
Saturday, April 24 from 5 to 7
p-m. to be held in the plaza in
front of the gallery at 432 Center
Street in Moraga’s Rheem
Shopping Center.

Art Embraces Words: Call for
Writers & Visual Artists - Theme:
"Courage & Heroism." Writers
paint images with words. Artists
tell stories with color. Together
they enrich our community.
Emerging writers and visual
artists are invited to apply by
May 9 to be presenters at the
Lamorinda Arts Council's live
program at 2 p.m. Sunday, May
30. For more information, to
register as an audience member
and access links to previously
recorded programs visit
https://lamorindaarts.org/art-
embraces-words/, email
literary@lamorindaarts.org or
call (925) 359-9940.

MUSIC
Diablo Ballet presents Julia

Adam’s fairytale ballet, "Once
Upon a Time" May 7-16 as part

of its 27th season. Virtual tickets
are being sold one per
household for $30 if purchased
before April 28 or $35 if after,
through the Lesher Center for
the Arts by calling (925)
943-7469 or online at
lesherartscenter.org. For
additional information, visit
diabloballet.org or call
925-943-1775.

Berkeley Chamber
Performances presents Curium
Trio on May 11, 7 p.m. through
June 10, 11:55 p.m., at Virtual
Presentation, 2315 Durant
Avenue, Berkeley. Curium
brings creative and diverse
musical programming by
highlighting women composers
and performers alongside
traditional piano trio repertoire.
Cost: $20.

the past year. What do they
envision emerging from this
moment? Where do we go from
here? Entries will be accepted in
the following categories: Essay,
Creative Writing and Visual Art.
For more details on the award
categories, full prompt, guiding
questions, and online
submission form, please visit:
www.creatingpeacefulschools.
weebly.com

OTHER

Lafayette resident, Papa John
Kiefer, will, again, offer a Zoom
workshop on Sustainable Coop
Principles and Construction.
Workshop is free and will be
held on Thursday, May 20, 6 to
7 p.m. Registration is required,
and here is the link to register:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/

www.berkeleychamberperform.org 1y9NbUtt9-OISNHBjJWjnNepySth

or call (510) 525-5211 or email
info@bcpl.org.

LITERATURE

23rd Annual Art & Writing
Challenge & Youth Activist Grant
Awards is now open for
submissions. This year, the Mt.
Diablo Peace and Justice Center
would like students to consider
the significance of the past year
and the multitude of ways it has
had an impact on their daily
lives, families, activism, and
concept of the future. We want
to hear from students who are
attempting to make sense of
what we have experienced over

189hMm4AEO]Og3yE/edit. We
will send out the Zoom link
shortly before the event. The
Kiefer Sustainable Coop
provides all the natural
elements for chickens to be
healthy, productive and safe. It
is unique in that there is no
smell and no cleaning.

Family fun event: The Child
Abuse Prevention Council is
hosting “Soul on the Screen,” a
drive-in movie fundraiser. Bring
the kids and sing-along to the
blockbuster movie “SING!”
Movie will be shown in the
parking lot at St. Perpetua on
May 1. Tickets are now

available at: www.capc-coco.org

St. Vincent de Paul of Contra
Costa Announces Cycle 17 of
Workforce Development
Program — Paid Jobs-Training,
aimed at helping the
unemployed re-enter the
workforce and find stable
employment. The COVID-19
pandemic has seen millions
suddenly find themselves out of
work. In these hard times, it is
more important than ever that
job applicants understand
workplace expectations and
have the soft skills to be a
contributing employee.
Mandatory orientation sessions
will take place on April 21 and
April 24 from 2 to 5 p.m. at 2210
Gladstone Drive, Pittsburg, and
on April 28 and May 1 from 2 to
5 p.m. at 8890 Brentwood Blvd.,
Brentwood. To register call (925)
439-5060. Applicants must be at
least 18 years of age.

GARDEN

The Orinda Garden Club is
pleased to host a free, virtual
community discussion with the
artists of Ink Dwell at 10 a.m.
April 22. We will be holding a
Zoom discussion with Jane Kim
and Thayer Walker, founders of
Ink Dwell and artists committed
to the natural world, blending
techniques of science illustration
and modern fine art. Ink Dwell
creates public installations of art
and murals. Their recent
projects include the Migrating

Mural project and exhibits at
museums and other fine art
institutions, including a piece
entitled Le Papillon at 455 Hyde
Street in San Francisco. For
more information on Ink Dwell
please see https://inkdwell.com.
Registration is required to
attend. Please register at
www.orindagc.org/community-
meeting. Prior to the event, you
will be contacted via email with
Zoom login information.

The Montelindo Garden Club
May meeting begins Friday, May
21 at 10 a.m. on Zoom. Everyone
is welcome. Presentation:
Cymbidiums! Speaker Paul
Ashby is an expert on
Cymbidiums, and will provide
valuable information on
repotting, dividing, and
fertilizing for their optimal care
that differs from much of what
you might have heard or read.
He will also discuss outdoor
mounted and terrestrial orchids
suitable for the climate of
Lamorinda. With over 30 years
of experience gardening and
landscaping in Northern
California, he provides
gardening, maintenance,
landscaping and consulting
services to customers in
Lamorinda. To request a Zoom
link to attend this meeting,
email:
montelindogarden@aol.com

Please submit events:
calendar@lamorindaweekly.com

Lafayette

United Methodist Church

Experiencing and Expressing God's Love

View On-demand Worship Services at
YouTube.com/LoveLUMC

- Visit www.theLUMC.org
for updates on in-person services

e 955 Moraga Rd., Lafayette | 925-284-4765

Y,

Lamorinda’s Religious Services

TRAMSEDF

DRIVE IN WORSHIP IS SUNDAY AT 11:00 AM
1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette, CA 94549 | (925) 283-3722 | Spirit@oslc.net

OUR SAVIOR'S
LUTHERAN CHURCH

MED K

Join us at OSLC.NET for our
Sunday Livestream at 9:00 aAmM,
or view anytime on our YouTube Channel.

HE FPATH WE WALK TOSGETHEF

St Stephen’s

Warshiping, Learning, Serving
www.ststephensorinda.org

Episcopal Church

We’re all in this
TOGETHER!

Join us for worship online

Sundays at 9 a.m.
or any time you wish!

Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian Church

49 Kmox Dirive - Lafayeite, CA - (g2sh 283-8722

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
An Open, Affirming & Loving Community
Virtual service at Sun. 9:00 AM
If someone would like to be added to our Zoom invitation

please call 925-284-7420 or email cathy.w@stanselms.ws
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, www.stanselms.ws

WILLOWVSFR)NG

Practical biblical teaching, contemporary
worship, come as you are.

www.willowspringchurch.com
1689 School St. Moraga | 925-376-3550

10:45 AM Sunday Service

/=

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422

www.holyshepherd.org

ONLINE WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Facebook Premiere Community Worship
every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Go to
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/

Sunday Worship Services are accessible at
our website at about 10:15 a.m. each Sunday
(after they have premiered on Facebook).
Visit our website to access the current
and recent sermons.

ORINDA

Community Chunch

10 Irwin Way, Orinda | 925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org

“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life's
Journey, you are welcome here!”

Join us Sundays at 10 a.m. | Sunday School 10 a.m

No matter who you are, wherever you are on life’s
journey, you are welcome here!

Join us online.

orindacommunitychurch.org

Weekly Sunday Services
Weekly Contemplative Worship Services

on Wednesday

Outdoor labyrinth open to all.

e

ﬁ ST MARK’S CHURCH
| OF ORINDA & MORAGA

|

Sunday Service at 10 a.m.

451 Moraga Way, Orinda
www.stmarksorinda.org |
All Are Welcome

(925) 254-5965

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

All are welcome to our on-line services

Sunday Service

Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm
See website and join us through Zoom
www.christianscienceorinda.org

10-11 am

g

Maoewga Valley Presbytesian Chisch

mvpe
JOIN US SUNDAYS
9:30 AM ON THE PATIO

OR ONLINE AT MYPCTODAY.ORG
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Miramonte glrls golf team

By Jon Kingdon

Golf, like all other sports, had
to make their concessions and
adjustments due to the coron-
avirus. This year, the girls and
boys shared the spring season.
It was more of an adjustment
for the girls, according to Mi-
ramonte’s girls head coach
John Keady. “The weather
was colder than what they
were used to,” Keady said.
“They normally compete in
the fall when the weather is
ideal, so we had to make sure
that the girls dressed warmly
for their matches. Regardless,
there was a lot of laughter and
the girls were happy to be out
there.”

Though competing in the
spring, it was not the normal
season for the boys either.
“Everything was just so con-
densed,” said Jack Schramm,
the Miramonte boys head
coach. “In February, we were
given a week’s notice to get
ready for the season, so we
did not have a lot of time to
plan things out. With a six-
match season (3-3), we did not
get to play non-league
matches or compete in any
tournaments.”

Scheduling was another
issue that had to be addressed.
It wasn’t easy, said Cam-

AR+

UGSF Benioff Children’s Hospitals

Sports Medicine Center for Young Athletes

www.lamorindaweekly.com

We’re here for you

Photo provided

polindo’s boys and girls head
coach Gary O’Neill. “Even
with the virus, the public was
still playing a lot of golf,”
O’Neill said. “The good news
was that Moraga Country
Club, Orinda Country Club,
and Rossmoor found a way to
make it work so we were able
to play matches thanks to the
management of those
entities.”

Acalanes’ boys and girls
head coach Tim Scott wel-
comed the joint seasons: “It
was different, but it was a lot
of fun with the interaction be-
tween the boys and the girls.”

Even though Campolindo
lost four players who opted to
play football, the team had the
depth to go undefeated. “I
thought that was a smart
choice by those who chose to
play football,” O’Neill said.
“They will be able to play golf
for the rest of their lives, but
foothall is a short-lived oppor-
tunity.”

The Cougars were led by
three senior co-captains:
Baron Szeto, who will be play-
ing for Cal Poly SLO next year,
John Lagomarsino, and Austin
Walker. “All three were capa-
ble of putting up good scores.
John battled injuries but still
had a marvelous season.”

There is a solid core of
sophomores, Justin Rodriguez,

925-377-0977

OAKLAND
(510) 428-3558

Barrett Dellamar, Dylan
Breznikar and Ben Marsen
who will be providing a
strong foundation for next
year’s team. The team also
benefited by the changes in
schedules which allowed
Andy Moon (baseball) and
Grayer Leenhouts (lacrosse) to
play for the team this season.

Miramonte had a young
team, finishing with a 3-3
record this season, losing two
close matches to Campolindo.
The team was led by senior
Reilly Sockwell and junior
Nathan Rigsby who both
played 1 and 2 through the
season and Marcus Erickson
who was No. 3.

There is a solid founda-
tion for next year according to
Schramm. “We only had one
senior on the team, and we
will have a lot of good golfers
coming back next year,”
Schramm said. “Bowen Sande
is a freshman and was in our
top six and will be playing in
the final league tournament.
The tournament will give us
the opportunity to avenge our
losses to Campolindo.”

The joint seasons were
not an issue for Schramm.
“We would play both of our
home matches on the same
day with the boys playing first
and the girls going off after
us,” Schramm said. “It also
helped that there were no rain
days.”

Acalanes had a solid core
of five players led by Tucker
Gannon and Andrew
Cusumano. Sam Higgins also
came on late due to other
sports.

The Dons were fortunate
to have additional help from
Tucker’s father, Dave Gannon,
who runs the East Bay School
of Golf in Lafayette. “Dave
was a real help to us by allow-
ing our players to practice at
his facility,” Scott said.

Scott was impressed with
the power of his players but
just felt the need for his and
most other young golfers to
work on their short games.

SAN FRANCISCO SAN RAMON
(415) 353-2808
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“These kids all hit the ball so
far and they all did a good job
in keeping the ball in play,”
said Scott. “If I had one rec-
ommendation for all young
golfers, it would be to really
work on their chipping and
putting more than just hitting
their drivers on the range.”

Numbers became an issue
for some of the girls' teams.
Even with a good core of
golfers, Acalanes did not have
enough players to be competi-
tive. There were only four
girls on the team when the
Dons would normally have 12
to 14 girls, but several of them
chose to do other things.

“All four of the girls were
good players,” said Scott.
“Our top players were juniors
Kendal Geddes and Makena
Chelemedos. Both are very
similar with their competi-
tiveness. Our two seniors
were Libby Ross and Carly
Arends, who were also solid
players.”

O’Neill had similar num-
ber issues at Campolindo: “We
had a small squad due to
medical issues and other con-
cerns. Often, we were hard
pressed to have enough play-
ers for a match,” O’Neill said.
“On the bright side, we fin-
ished 3-3 and the girls that
were available showed im-
provement and did well by
our standards.”

The team was led by Mur-
phy and Woodford Ainsley,
Alisa Lewis-Smith, and Anna
Mooradian. “Murphy was
consistently our best player,”
said O’Neill. “Woodford really
came on and played well.
Alissa and Anna both were
solid. Woodford was our only
senior and we’re excited that
we will have a talented group
of girls returning next
season.”

John Keady is in his first
year as the head coach for the
Miramonte girls’ team which
was comprised of three se-
niors, six juniors, two sopho-
mores and two freshmen. He
acknowledged Bob Rydell who

(925) 979-3430

WALNUT CREEK
(925) 979-3430

he replaced and “who left me
a very talented team and has
been very helpful to me.”

Junior Kaylen Tu, the
league’s MVP last year has not
lost a step this year. Sopho-
more Courtney Scheingart has
been Keady’s number two.
“Kaylen is very strong men-
tally with great course man-
agement,” Keady said. “She
has great focus, concentration
and a very repeatable swing
with many elements to being
a good golfer.”

Under these trying condi-
tions, the three senior co-
captains — Hannah Klein, Lucy
Marken and Heather Shinn —
have been a great help for
Keady. “They were very
proactive when we learned
that the season was going to
start. They made it easy for
the coaches, parents, and
players to communicate. They
made my job much easier be-
cause they were so open and
eager to play.”

After 33 years of coaching,
this will also be Tim Scott’s fi-
nal match as he has opted to
retire this year.

Gary O’Neill is one of
many that will miss Scott:
“Tim is just one of the all-time
sweethearts with his longtime
service to high school golf. It’s
hard to picture a nicer indi-
vidual. We’re really going to
miss him.”

With so many memories,
it was the joy that his players
brought to the game that was
really special to Scott: “T’'ll
miss the enthusiasm these
kids have for this wonderful
game we call golf. They’re go-
ing to get to enjoy this game
throughout their lives and
that just tickles me. It’s been a
great 33 years. I'm really go-
ing to miss it.”

On April 19, the boys and
girls teams from Acalanes,
Campolindo, Miramonte, Las
Lomas and Northgate will
have a final tournament at the
Orinda Country Club in lieu of
any kind of county or state
tournaments.

Classified « Classified ¢ Classified « Classified « Classified « Classified « Classified

Music Lessons

Fun Piano Lessons

Learn your favorite song! | teach
Certificate of Merit. BM & MM in
Piano. Lessons in your home.
925-984-8322. lynnf253@gmail.com

| House Cleaning |

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Nice for rent in Moraga.
Clean spacious room with
large backyard. Female pre-
ferred, non-smoker.

$1050. Call: 917-749-9273

Job Offering

www.patsflashcards.com is
hiring $13-$18/hr in Concord
to print and pack products.
No experience necessary.
info@patsflashcards.com
510-239-9729

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability,
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life. Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0E90108

ST tandymon [ Construction

z=. Ken’s Rototilling
ﬁ- + 4 W/D Tractors
. « Hillside Weed Cutting
« Mowing - Discing « Rototilling
« Brush Removal Abatement
To Fire Dept Regulations
Free estimates! 925-938-9836

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

Tile Setting

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters
Cliff 510-697-1125

Rusty Nails Handyman Service
Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

{

Quetzal Handéman

NO JOBTOO SMALL
Electrical, plumbing,
concrete, driveways & more...
Please call Carlos Toledo
510-689-7490

$10 per 1/2" classified ad height.

Email to: classified@lamorindaweekly.com

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

WE HOP TO IT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com
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The Campo connection at UCLA

Photo Han Duong

Audrey Pak and Sabrina Smith play for UCLA

and Nadine Smith

full circle moment.”

Pak joined the UCLA team

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Submitted by Moon Pak

Two Campolindo High School
graduates, Audrey Pak and Sab-
rina Smith, closed out the win-
ning match point for the UCLA
women’s volleyball team March
29. It was the last home match
of the season and senior night
for Smith, a middle blocker, who
has played for UCLA the past
four years. “That was really
special,” said Smith, on Pak set-
ting her the last point. “It was a

Smith, once again on the court.
“It was really comforting know-
ing Sabrina was going to be on
the team,” said Pak. “She was so
welcoming.” Smith added,
“Having her on the team feels
like a little piece of home.”

Both girls played for Cam-
polindo under coach John
Vuong. “I watched most of the
games,” said Vuong. “I was re-
ally proud watching them play
at the highest level.”

Both Pak, Pac-12 Freshman
of the Week, and team Captain
Smith are having a successful
season at UCLA. The Bruins will
be competing in the first round

Wednesday, April 14, 2021

p-m. April 14, which will air on
ESPN3.

As Smith wraps up her final
season and prepares for gradu-
ate school, she’s proud of what
she’s accomplished in the UCLA
volleyball program. “I'm happy
to walk away knowing that I
have left a positive impact on
my teammates as well as the
culture of the program,” said
Smith. Pak added, “Sabrina
leads by example by always
working her hardest and being
a supportive teammate,” said
Pak. “Something I've learned
from her is to just always work
hard and be positive and it pays

this past fall as a freshman and of the NCAA tournament at 7-30 off.”

rejoined her former teammate,

Love Latayette

MARK BELLINGHAM
PAINTING

WE ARE READY TO SAFELY
PRESERVE & BEAUTIFY
YOUR HOME

925-247-0092

MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Interior & Exterior Painting Deck & Fence Restoration
Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinet Painting Dry Rot Repair
Light Carpentry

For a Quick Preliminary Estimate
Email Photos of Project to:
Office@MarkBellinghamPainting.com

See our Reviews on NextDoor, Houzz & YELP
Local Business Owner - Since 1985 - Licensed & Insured

LOCAL
KITCHENS

Best local restaurants,
easy takeout & delivery

$10 off

your first meal!

order.localkitchens.co

Lafayette Auto Body Inc.

www.lafayetteautobody.com

3291 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette (925) 283-3421

Fine Jewelry Repairs
& Custom Designs

Q CG DESIGNS ‘

Catherine Dining- Goldsmith
3416 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette
(925) 937-9570 | www.cgdesignsinc.com

Piano Studio
Kegs to suecess

Piano Lessons in Lafayette with
professional instructor MTAC member.
Competition, CM exam Preparation.

Rita Yegiazaryan
925-323-8969

ryegiazaryan@yahoo.com

1060 Sierra Vista Way, Lafayette

Watch for Shop Orinda
April 28

Lafayette Glass Co. Inc.
Shower & Window Glass Specialist

« Frameless Shower Glass

« Shower Enclosures @

. Custon.1 Mirrors . > SHoP~
- New Windows/Patio Doors “LOCAL™
« Replacement & Installation

|-

3375 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette
next to Premier Kitchens, USE DYER STREET TO ENTER

925-284-9510

www.lafayetteglasscompany.com | CSLB # 489426, CSLB # 795837

Eliz;tbeth’s Ha_ir Design’s
Covid Conversion! @

Barbermg by Nance

n W

Summer
special
Men’s

Haircut

: and

] pedicure $50

Nails by Vivian

Silk wrap, Gel, and
Mani and Pedi

Call or Text
Nancy: 925-283-3350

Vivian: 510-612-5447
3418 Golden Gate Way, Lafayette

Keeping Lafayette handsome for 30 years

CAnthony'a
Custom Sl cture Gframerd

After 28 years of service, we are
proud to reintroduce ourselves
as Anthony's Custom Picture
Framers. Family owned and
operated since 1991. Anthony
and Tony look forward to seeing
you soon and assisting you with
all your framing needs.

Mon: 10am-5pm

Tues-Sat: 10am-6pm
anthonysCPF.com

1020 Brown Ave, Suite A
Lafayette, CA 94549
92592837620

$30 off your next order with this ad!

The UPS Store s

Hours: Our location:
Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00 3527 Mt Diablo Bivd
Sat 9-5, Sun closed Lafayette, CA 94549
v~ Shipping v"Notary Services

v' Copying, Finishing Postal Services
v Printing Services v Business Services
store0202@theupsstore.com
www.theUpsStoreLocal.com/0202

Making Bay Area HomeS
Beautiful Sin¢®

! lodi ett’s '
FLOOR COVERING

“Quality and Service Since 1946”  Abbey Carpet.
Lic. #177588

www.blodgetts.com

925.284.4807

3291 Mt. Diablo Ct., Lafayette

WA FAYETTE
-4 PHYSICAL THERAPY 2

Orthopedics e Sports Rehab e Geriatrics
Mention the Lamorinda Weekly for a

Cam/:/imenfm'y Consultation

3468 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Ste B110, Lafayette, CA
925-284-6150 www.LafayettePT.com

Call for Advertising

925.377.0977
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

eeds, weeds, and more weeds

s -

P
. =

Photo Cynthia Brian
The hillside is lush with weeds, poppies, calendulas, geraniums, and

other plants.
By Cynthia Brian

“You may know the world is a magical place when Mother Nature
creates her own jewelry.” ~ Maya Angelou

Spring is the most colorful season of the year with a cornucopia of
bulbs, flowers, shrubs, and trees in bloom. It is also the time when
Mother Nature shares the ornaments that most gardeners loathe ...
weeds!

Although I am aware that a weed is just a plant growing where I
don’t want it, this year those plants are in profusion everywhere. My
garden is bursting with blooms, blossoms and weeds. For the past
month, I have spent hours on my knees pulling the roots of numerous
unwanted characters to edit my beds to my definition of beauty.
Three types of weeds in my landscape are the most egregious: black
medic, Carolina geranium, and common grasses that have blown in

from the surrounding hills.

The best method to eradicate and control weeds organically
involves several steps. First, it is essential to pull the weeds with the
roots attached as they develop. The goal is to get rid of the weeds
when they are sprouting and, definitely before they set and scatter
seeds. Second, enrich the soil with compost. You will find more weeds
will emerge because of the nutrient-rich soil.

Third, go back to step one and remove the second batch of weeds.
Fourth, top-dress with three inches of organic mulch which can be
bark, straw, cocoa chips, shredded leaves, or even grass clippings.

I am always experimenting with how best to accomplish a
weed-free garden. Here are some things I discovered this year:

1. The most densely growing patches of weeds, especially Carolina
geranium and hill grasses, were in areas where I had only amended
with shredded leaves or had done nothing at all.
2. Where I added two inches of enriched soil without any top
dressing, weeds grew lush
and full but were easily
pulled by hand.
3. Inbeds where I only
added wood chips, a
smattering of weeds
emerged, mostly black
medic.
4. Inplaces where I had
brought in new soil and
topped it with wood chips,
there were fewer weeds
easily yanked by hand.
5. Inareas wherelIdida
two-step mulch of shredded
newspaper and cardboard
topped with bark, there
were minimal to no weeds.
My observations indicate
that a two-step mulching
procedure worked the best.
It is more labor-intensive
yet effective.

... continued on Page D16

A favorite of the April garden, wisteria
springs into bloom.



Lafayette ~ 588 Silverado Drive ~ Burton Valley

4BD | 2BA | 2,1135F | 37AC | 2CAR | $1,548,000

This charming single story rancher on a nicely landscaped
flat lot offers new hardwood flooring, carpet, and interior
and exterior paint. The used brick fireplaces and wood
beamed ceilings in the living room and dining room are
beautiful. Ideally located to overlook the backyard are the
eat-in kitchen, dining room and living room. Get ready for
.. summer barbecues
in this park-like
yard - expansive
lawn and flower
beds await the
green thumb in the
family! Walk or ride
your bike to the
trails, school, and
nearby swim clubs.

We’d love to help you so
give us a call.

Glenn Beaubelle & Kellie Beaubelle

925.254.1212
For more information:
TheBeaubelleGroup.com
Email:

Glenn@TheBeaubelleGroup.com
CABRE# 00678426, 01165322
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

City Last reported Lowest amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE 18 $849,000 $3,800,000
MORAGA 10 $720,000 $2,200,000
ORINDA 11 $640,000 $3,415,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

967 4th Street, $3,010,000, 5 Bdrms, 3255 SqFt, 2019 YrBIt, 02-26-21,
Previous Sale: $457,000, 02-04-17

17 Attri Court, $1,600,000, 4 Bdrms, 2448 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 03-01-21,
Previous Sale: $885,000, 04-04-12

3319 Beechwood Drive, $1,125,000, 3 Bdrms, 1252 SqFt, 1946 YrBIt, 03-03-21,
Previous Sale: $1,003,000, 08-24-18

3305 Berta Lane, $1,477,000, 5 Bdrms, 2085 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 02-24-21

501 Florence Drive, $849,000, 4 Bdrms, 1819 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 03-01-21

8 Foothill Park Terrace, $1,775,000, 4 Bdrms, 2902 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 03-05-21,
Previous Sale: $1,325,000, 08-15-18

3683 Happy Valley Road, $3,465,000, 5 Bdrms, 4401 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 03-05-21,
Previous Sale: $3,250,000, 02-26-16

936 Hough Avenue, $1,425,000, 2 Bdrms, 1731 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 02-25-21

621 Lancaster Drive, $1,900,500, 3 Bdrms, 1767 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 03-03-21,
Previous Sale: $1,187,500, 05-07-13

1171 Monticello Road, $3,925,000, 4 Bdrms, 3570 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 02-26-21

29 Sanford Lane, $3,800,000, 5 Bdrms, 5150 SqFt, 2007 YrBIt, 03-02-21

612 St Marys Road, $1,500,000, 4 Bdrms, 2070 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 03-03-21

745 St Marys Road, $1,633,000, 4 Bdrms, 2713 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 02-26-21

1014 Sunrise Ridge Drive, $1,745,000, 4 Bdrms, 3813 SqFt, 1998 YrBlt, 03-05-21,
Previous Sale: $1,415,000, 12-23-04

1311 Sunset Loop, $1,500,000, 4 Bdrms, 1785 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 02-26-21,
Previous Sale: $675,500, 06-07-12

3325 Walnut Lane, $1,600,000, 4 Bdrms, 2121 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 02-23-21,
Previous Sale: $565,500, 03-31-99

3337 Walnut Lane, $1,785,000, 6 Bdrms, 2942 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 02-26-21

1008 Woodbury Road #202, $2,260,000, 3 Bdrms, 2468 SqFt, 2015 YrBlt, 03-02-21,
Previous Sale: $2,300,000, 04-26-18

MORAGA

503 Augusta Drive, $1,395,000, 4 Bdrms, 3713 SqFt, 1985 YrBIt, 03-05-21,
Previous Sale: $1,395,000, 01-09-18

73 Buckingham Drive, $1,255,000, 3 Bdrms, 1671 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 03-05-21

229 Corliss Drive, $2,200,000, 5 Bdrms, 3204 SqFt, 1969 YrBlt, 02-22-21

29 Kazar Court, $1,620,000, 4 Bdrms, 2418 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 02-22-21,
Previous Sale: $1,315,000, 04-22-15

1304 Larch Avenue, $1,350,000, 4 Bdrms, 2203 SqFt, 1967 YrBIt, 02-26-21

1727 Saint Andrews Drive, $920,000, 3 Bdrms, 1749 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 02-26-21,
Previous Sale: $525,000, 01-28-10

268 Scofield Drive, $1,588,000, 4 Bdrms, 2031 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 03-05-21,
Previous Sale: $1,234,000, 06-29-15

... continued on Page D15



PRIVATELAFAYETTEESTATE.COM - 20 MONTICELLO COURT, LAFAYETTE
CALL FOR DETAILS AND TO SCHEDULE A PRIVATE TOUR!

STELLA TSAKONAS - DRE #01363574
925.878.6603
STELLA@STELLAANDSTEPHANIE.COM

LA A 0 8 4 STEPHANIE MULL - DRE #01955633
TOP 1% OF REALTORS IN CONTRA COSTA COUNTY 925.878.1896
STEPHANIE@STELLAANDSTEPHANIE.COM
CEOMPASS

STELLAANDSTEPHANIE.COM
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DOWNTOWN WALNUT CREEK
NEW LUXURY SINGLE LEVEL CONDOS

1954 TRINITY AVE. WALNUT CREEK. 94596 | PRICED FROM $1.2 MILLIONS

2 Bed | 2 Bath | Zoom Room| Views of Mt. Diablo | Private Terrace

(877) 678-3370

*Call to schedule a private tour

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977

Wednesday, April 14, 2021

The Real Estate Quarter in
Review

By Conrad Bassett, CRP, GMS-T; Licensed Real Estate Broker

The first quarter of 2021 began with a continued fast pace in activity on
the residential side of Lamorinda real estate. The closings that
occurred, for the most part, came from properties that went under
contract in late November to late February — with no seasonal
slowdown that often has accompanied the winter.

Where a year ago the first quarter closings were not affected by the
pandemic, early second quarter supply went down as many people took
their homes off the market not knowing what to expect. The average
sales price has skyrocketed so far this year in Lafayette, Moraga and
Orinda. The days on market remained short and the homes that had
multiple offers were plentiful.

Per Contra Costa Association of Realtors statistics reported from
Jan. 1 through April 14, 76 single-family homes closed in Lafayette -
more than double the 35 in the first quarter of 2020 and far above the
40 that closed in the same quarter in 2019. Sales prices ranged from
$992,250 to $5.25 million, with an average 25 days on the market. The
average sales price was, for the first quarter ever, over $2 million at
$2,062,932. A year ago, it was $1,825,127 down from the 2019 average
of $1,984,125 but still exceeding the $1,469,744 in 1Q2018. This change
can be due to a larger sample size and more homes selling at the high
end of the range.

The median sales price was $1,849,450 - far exceeding last year’s
$1.65 million.

In Moraga the number of single-family closings was 39, a 50%
increase over the 26 in 1Q2020 and a huge increase from the 15 in the
2019 first quarter. Prices so far this year have ranged from $1.06
million to $3.9 million. The average sale price was $1,800,433. In
1Q2020 it was $1,578,476 and $1,436,733 in 2019. The average
marketing time was 15 days, versus 27 days a year ago.

... continued on Page D12

It's so hard to
find a place
to rent in the
Bay Area!
Andrea, can
you and your

ENTALS

THE RENTAL CONCIERGE
FOR BAY AREA OWNERS AND RENTERS

team find me
a new home
and handle all
the frustrating
details so I
can rest easy?

We're moving out of Lamorinda, but we don't want to
selll AndreaRentals, can you find us some great renters
who will love and care for the house while we're gone?

510.545.3461 | info@andrearentals.com

Andrea and Team, I'm a real estate
agent who doesn't handle rentals and
my clients just closed on a fantastic
property they'd like to rent out.
Can you take it from here?

AndreaRentals,

I have a great rental property, but
my tenants just gave notice and the
thought of dealing with it makes
me want to scream. Save me!

Yes! Let’s connect.

Full details and fee
information for Owner
and Renter Services at

andrearentals.com

—\

BRE #02003472
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4 bd|2.5 ba|3073 sqft|.75 ac|$1,995,000

Enter into an enchanting setting in the very popular
Sleepy Hollow neighborhood! The private, tranquil lot
framed in lush, flowering foliage provides a perfect
family oasis to be enjoyed by all ages. Open spaces
and walls of windows offer beauty both inside and out.

——CLARKTHOMPSON—

REAL ESTATE BROKER
VILLAGE ASSOCIATES

CALBRE# 00903367

Office: 925-998-7898 | ct@clarkthompson.com

www.clarkthompson.com AR A




I'T'S A GREAT TIME TO BUY,
SELLAND LIVE IN LAMORINDA

54 Parklane, Orinda 38 Muth Dr, Orinda

Coming Soon

Charm at Lake Cascade

4 .5]%;\'1‘1 1S 3 ,3 1 15() FT

4BEDS

Contact me for more |
details, timing and price

DRE# 01885058

Villageassociates.com
925.254.0505

925.980.3829

Shannon® ShannonConnercom
ShannonConnercom

villageassociates.com | @villageassociates | 925.254.0505 | It's Village. Of Course.

8 Estates Dr, Orinda

shannon conner

ASSOCIATES




63 Ja é’uuta, (Yjunda

Step into a piece of Orinda history with this majestic 3 bed, 2.5 bath home
designed by William Avery Rich for Arthur Mock and family completed in
1931 and tastefully restored and updated over the years. Feel like you are in
a European Villa at this one of a kind, gated .54 acre mini estate overlook-
ing the Orinda Country Club and rolling hills.

Incredible OFL Golf Course location and Uiews! $2,895,000

Amy Rose Smith
Village Associates FINDING THE

925.212.3897
amy@amyrosesmith.com _ . . .
www.amyrosesmith.com

CalBRE: #01855959 : AMYROSESMITH

villageassociates.com | @villageassociates 925.254.0505 | It's Village. Of Course.

ASSOCIATES




YOUR CB ORINDA
REALTORS:
LAURA ABRAMS
BEVERLY ARNOLD
EMILY BAHN
MARAM BATA
VLATKA BATHGATE
ALBERT BERNARDO
NANCY BOOTH
ROBERT BROWN
ROBERTA CALDERON
TONY CONTE

KELLY CRAWFORD
COLIN ELBASANI
JOANNE FISHMAN
LANA FITZPATRICK
SUZANNE GEOFFRION
JEFFREY GILLETT
SORAYA GOLESORKHI
HANK HAGMAN
ANDREA HARRIS
MARGARET HARTWELL
PETER HATTERSLEY
YAN HEIM

MICHELLE HOLCENBERG
WENDY HOLCENBERG
DICK HOLT

COOKIE JAVINSKY
SHELLIE KIRBY

SHERYL KORTRIGHT
MEREDITH LINAMEN
MARSHA MCCRAE
MARY BETH MACLENNAN
LARA MARKEL
CHRISTINE MASON
CHRISTINA MCCORMICK
MICHELE MCKAY

CHAD MORRISON
PEYMAN MOSHREF
AUDREY NEALE

BRUCE NEWMAN

DIANE PETEK
MARGARET PRICE
SUSAN SCHLICHER
CATHY SCHULTHEIS
JOEL SHEIMAN
MELANIE SNOW

TOM STACK

TED STREETER

BO SULLIVAN

NORLA TORRES-TURNEY
LINDA VAN DRENT
THERESA WANG

GREG WATKINS

VAL COOK- WATKINS
JERRY WENDT

FRANK WOODWARD
JUNE YOUNG

ANA ZIMMANK

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

*
(53 COLDWELL BANKER REALTY

7 Orinda

23 Martha $1,685,000
4Bd/ 2 BA, Top Glorietta location, light,
Views from dusk to dawn, Pool! bright and spacious
The best of Glorietta! Nancy Booth
510-499-4709 Suzanne Geoffrion 925-699-4832 Soraya Golesorkhi
Lic #01965925 120scenicdr.com Lic # 01878803

120 Scenic
4 BD /2 BA

R -]
20 Hacienda Circle 200 Hall Drive  $2,495,000
6 BD /6 BA, 8063 sq. ft. State of the art, Privacy and security in your own
architecturally designed craftsmen estate. 5-acre county estate.
Melanie Snow 925-360-0344
Laura Abrams 510-697-3225 Yan Heim

$1,695,000

925-212-8867
925-808-8390
Lic #01341390/ 01771736

www.20haciendacircle.com Lic #0878893/01272382 Yanheim.com  bit.ly/3vWXkr9

Orinda

Lafayette

h -

85 Orchard

40 Camino Del Diablo $1,545,000
3 BD/2.5BA First time on the market! Move rightin. 4 Bedroom/2 Baths, 1757 sq ft.

Sun filled single story Glorietta home  Fabulous Views. Mid-Century in Orinda CC! Flat back-
Laura Abrams 510-697-3225 yard.

Melanie Snow 925-360-0344 Laura Abrams 510-697-3225 Laura Abrams
850rchard.com Lic #01272382/0878893 www.40caminodeldiablo.com Lic #01272382 www.32viafarallon.com

$1,599,000 32 Via Farallon $1,555,000 3742 Meadow Lane
5 BD /3 BA in Happy Valley
Classic ranch, pool and level yard

Kelly Crawford 925-998-5599
510-697-3225 Bev Arnold 925-788-8516

Lic #01272382  bit.ly/3s36grU Lic #01327015 / 01154860
Danville

$3,595,000

L_af_ay_ette

Lafayette Lafayette

826 Skywood Road  $2,495,000 2920 Windtree Court $1,950,000 509 Messian Place $2,095,000
4 BD /3 BA, .79-acre lot. Private oasis Represented Buyers. 4 BD/2.5 BAona 5BD/4BA
with pool, views, close to trails. private road. Gorgeous w/terrific backyard Cul-de-sac, pool and backs to trail.

925-878-9964 Tom Stack 925-878-9964 Soraya Golesorkhi 0925-808-8390 Lana Fitzpatrick 925-872-4660
Lic #01501769 Lic #01501769 Lic #01771736 Lic #01805218

Oakland Walnut Creek

i a
4008 Canyon $2,750,000
Happy Valley Hideaway on 1/2-acre
lot! Pool & updates.

Tom Stack

Oakland Pleasant Hill

i T
327 Maryal Rd $1,175, 000
3 BD/ 2 BA Fantastic Rancher
Represented buyer
925-900-5288 Tom Stack
Lic #02050542

3801 Ardléy Ave $925,000 5901 San Pablo Ave.
2 BD/1.5BA Updates, cute yard. Charming 3 BD /1 BA
Located in Glenview! Glenview Charmer. Single Family, 1208 sq. ft with yard!
Tom Stack 925-878-9964 Christine Mason

Lic #01501769 www.christinemason.me

$875,000 407 Monticello  $1,475,000

4 BD /2 BA, single level, 2371 sq ft.
Resort living, pool, tennis court.
925-878-9964 Maram Bata 925-899-3952

Lic #01501769 Vimeo.com/533111142 Lic #01435229
Coldwell Banker Orinda
5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925-253-4600

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. Real
estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Realty are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2020 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned
offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. &
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20 ]La Place, ‘}’}’lo/taqa,

A fabulous home at the end of the cutest cul-de-sac on an incredible
.78 acre private backyard with large lawn, children’s play structure,
chicken coop, outdoor dining areas, raised veggie beds and more!

Incredible backyard, Solar and Smant Home features
31,425,000

Amy Rose Smith

Village Associates
925.212.3897
amy@amyrosesmith.com
www.amyrosesmith.com
CalBRE: #01855959

villageassociates.com | @villageassociates \/| | |age

ASSOCIATES

p .78
Bath dcre

+1,910 p 100%
Seft  (ar Garage ddorable

FINDING THE

AMYROSESMITH

925.254.0505 | It's Village. Of Course.




We strive to help everyone find their place in the world.
Help us guide our buyer to their dream home today!

City: Lafayette
Area: Trail Neighborhood
Style: Single Level Home

Our buyer is highly motivated.
If you are preparing your Trail
Neighborhood home for sale, Chris Swim & Tracy Keaton

Lic. 00943989 | 01051349
please have your agent call me! 025 7661447

chris@chrisswim.com
chrisswim.com

COMPASS

Special
Spring
Savings!”

- ' —
S— _.1
One month free,

Our mission is always about you. ‘ no commUNCHEEE

No matter what, our mission remains the same —to provide an inspiring
environment for residents, families and team members where every life is
defined by the possibilities. To us, nothing else could be more important.

—  —— LAFAYETTE

/M MERRILL GARDENS (925) 272-0074 6]
1010 Second St, Lafayette, CA 94549 o

Call for details.

Independent Living e Assisted Living ¢ Memory Care ® merrillgardens.com
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1064 Viela Court, Lafayette
3 Bed - 3 Bath - .33 + Acres - 2,078 * Sq Ft Incl. Detached Dwelling with Full Bath

Character abounds in this turn-key cul-de-sac charmer
beginning with the picturesque curb appeal, meticulous
landscaping, and vaulted beamed ceilings. A lovely de-
tached unit with kitchenette and full bath is perfect for an
office, gym, teen hangout, or in-law quarters. The property,
complete with solar panels and Tesla battery, is located
just down the road from Lafayette’s outstanding shops and
restaurants, a short distance from the Lafayette/Moraga
trail and only minutes from freeway access and BART.

BRYDON & IVES

Bl Ay BPETATE TEAW

Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives
925.788.8345
bi@brydonivesteam.com
brydonivesteam.com

DRE 01408025 | 01367466

1064VielaCourt.com « Offered at $1,595,000

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed
reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already
listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.
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The Real Estate Quarter in Review

... continued from Page D4

In Orinda, there were 54 single-family closings, compared to 44 in
2020. Sales prices ranged from $1.3 million to $3.7 million with an aver-
age price of $2,021,192. It was $1,783,674 a year ago and $1,587,598 in the
first quarter of 2019. It took an average of 28 days on the market to sell a
home in Orinda, versus 37 days a year ago.

No single-family homes sold below $1 million in Moraga, Orinda or
Lafayette for the first time ever.

In the first quarter of 2020, Lafayette homes sold at an average of
$737.02 a square foot, a substantial increase from the $648.43 per square
foot in the first quarter of 2020. Moraga came in at 703.47 a whopping in-
crease over a year ago when it was $594.32. Orinda was at $703.56 — up
from $635.02 in 1Q2020 and when it was $617.12 in 2019.

In the condominium/town home category, Lafayette had four closings
reported to the MLS. They ranged from $885,000 to $1.1 million. Moraga
again had 16 ranging from $490,000 to $1,171,536. This includes the sales

LA
I.HI r-g:'_nmcf

923) B33.2026
e VARSI

of some new construction on Wallace Circle and Country Club Drive.
Orinda had one on Village Gate Road that traded at the price of
$1,411,100.

As of April 7, there were 132 homes under contract per the MLS in the
three combined communities (a year ago it was 53 and 76 in 2019) with
asking prices of $434,950 to $5.795 million.

Inventory is at 62, less than the 89 a year ago and less than the 103 in
2019.

There are 27 Lafayette properties currently on the market versus 30
properties on the market in April 2020. Asking prices in Lafayette cur-
rently range from $929,000 to $3.995 million. In Moraga, buyers have
their choice of 18 homes, down from 27 homes at this time in 2020. The
price range is $405,000 to $2.795 million.

In Orinda there are 17 homes on the market. A year ago there were
40. The list prices range from $525,000 for a condominium on Brookfield
to $5.25 million.

There are no distressed (bank-owned or a short sale) sales available in
Lamorinda.

As is the case nearly every quarter, the most active price range is in
the more “affordable” areas. At the high end, 72 homes sold above $2
million in the three communities combined. One year ago there were 28
so the affordability factor is subject to a lot of interpretation. There are
33 currently available above this amount in Lamorinda.

Interest rates have bounced a lot in the last few weeks but have
seemingly settled at very competitive rates. Relocation from the corpo-
rate side has slowed as many companies continue to have their people
work remotely and as such, many of those buyers are on the sidelines at
their departure locations before making housing decisions.

Lamorinda continues to be attractive with BART access and highly
rated schools. The real estate markets in Oakland, Berkeley and Pied-
mont have continued to be active so there has been some spillover effect
where buyers are willing to make longer commutes in order to find more
“affordable housing.” Of course, Lamorinda and affordable housing is
also subject to interpretation.

We also continue to see a lot of buyers in Lamorinda being repre-
sented by agents based in San Francisco and the Peninsula. Prices there
have been higher for many years so many have sold there and bought
more house for less money in Lamorinda.

Lastly, it is important to look at what homes are selling for versus
their list prices. Often homes come on the market at unrealistic prices
and they do not sell. We also are seeing more homes listed well below
true values so that it may encourage bidding wars that sellers hope might
generate a higher overall sales price. In the first quarter of this year many
homes have had multiple offers and have sold at or above the list price.

Of the 76 single-family home sales that closed in Lafayette in the first
quarter of 2020, 53 sold at or above the list price. In Moraga, 30 of the 39
sales were at or above the asking price and in Orinda, 37 of the 54 sold at
or above the final listing price.

... continued on Page D14



SORAYA GOLESORKHI
REALTOR"

GRATEFUL FOR MY LOYAL CLIENTS!

MY RECENT SALES

g L | Co-Listed Witﬁ Nancy Booth
3 AR i >

550 Orindawoods Drive, Orinda 23 Martha Road, Orinda
PENDING | Listed at $2,950,000 PENDING | Listed at $1,625,000
Represented Seller Represented Seller

Grand Gated Estate Coveted Glorietta Location

T

1304 Larch Avenue, Moraga 241 Corliss Drive, Moraga

SOLD | $1,350,000 PENDING | $1,500,000
Represented Buyer Represented Buyer and Seller
Sold Off-Market Off-Market Listing | Enchanting Back Yard

Sy —
Soraya Golesorkhi
925.808.8390

sg@sorayadhomes.com
soraya4homes.com

2453 Providence Court, Walnut Creek
SOLD | $1,600,000
Represented Seller
Light-Filled Hilltop Gem

2920 Windtree Court, Lafayette
SOLD | $1,950,000
Represented Buyer
Gorgeous with Terrific Backyard

DRE #01771736 COLDWELL BANKER | 5 Moraga Way, Orinda




Page: D14 LAMORINDA WEEKLY OUR HOMES

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977

Wednesday, April 14, 2021

THE ORIGINAL

RADIANT GAS FIREPLACE

Valor

Top Notch Energy

23 Dutton Ave
San Leandro

——
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\

Ny

John Notch owner
Cell 510-703-6956

Call for appointment

Fresh Coat Restoration LLC

Restore | Refresh | Re-Design | Rebuild 5% off
o | : '925-655-7528 LU

e
of this ad
New Builds ;
Staining
Restoration
... and so much more!

gy ]

dependent, locally owned and orate

2,

it P

b
i P&

- 1
Lic #962764 1N

Check us out on Yelp and Google!

The Real Estate Quarter in Review

... continued from Page D14

This will typically happen when a house goes pending in the first two
weeks on the market. Of the 132 currently pending sales in the three
Lamorinda communities combined, 103 went pending in 21 days or less.
The actual average days on the market would be markedly lower but
many agents are setting up marketing plans where they market the home
to the public and to brokers and follow with an offer date in a week or so
after exposing the property to the market—pointing to a high likelihood

of a continued trend in homes selling above the asking price.

In the detached home category in the first quarter of 2020, the aver-
age sale price in Lafayette was 103% of the asking price. In Moraga it was
105.6% and in Orinda it was 104% of the final asking price.

Of course, the ability to market homes at this time has changed as
Open Houses are not allowed and there are limitations on how homes can
be shown other than “virtually.” Local real estate boards as well as state
groups have put limitations on the number of people who can be in a
home to see it at one time as well as how the agent can show the house.

Homes Sold in 1st Quarter

L]
3

20

Lafayette Moraga

Orinda

m2020 m2021
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ARRIVING
SUMMER 2021

Lamorinda home sales recorded

... continued from Page D2 -

MORAGA ... continued

112 Via Joaquin, $720,000, 2 Bdrms, 1354 SqFt, 1980 YrBlt, 03-05-21,
Previous Sale: $742,500, 03-02-20

113 Wallace Circle, $1,186,500, 4 Bdrms, 2309 SqFt, 2019 YrBIt, 03-02-21

27 Wimpole Street, $1,605,000, 4 Bdrms, 1987 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 02-22-21,
Previous Sale: $700,000, 09-10-03

ORINDA

77 Bates Boulevard, $2,500,000, 4 Bdrms, 2879 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 03-04-21,
Previous Sale: $979,000, 12-09-02

5 Berrybrook Hollow, $1,915,000, 3 Bdrms, 3332 SqFt, 1996 YrBlt, 03-03-21,
Previous Sale: $2,150,000, 05-27-05

2 Camino Del Cielo, $2,100,000, 4 Bdrms, 4083 SqFt, 2008 YrBlt, 02-25-21,
Previous Sale: $1,500,000, 05-19-06

34 Donald Drive, $2,300,000, 3 Bdrms, 3251 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 03-03-21,
Previous Sale: $851,000, 11-12-03

255 El Toyonal, $640,000, 3 Bdrms, 1230 SqFt, 1956 YrBIt, 03-04-21

130 Fiesta Circle, $1,776,000, 4 Bdrms, 2837 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 02-24-21,
Previous Sale: $1,488,000, 03-23-15

28 Ivy Drive, $1,880,000, 6 Bdrms, 3009 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 02-24-21,
Previous Sale: $1,240,000, 07-20-04

330 Miller Court, $3,415,000, 5 Bdrms, 4355 SqFt, 2014 YrBlt, 02-24-21,
Previous Sale: $2,296,000, 02-10-15

28 Sunnyside Court, $1,560,000, 4 Bdrms, 2129 SqFt, 1980 YrBlt, 02-24-21,
Previous Sale: $1,225,000, 10-31-17

13 Valley View Road, $2,950,000, 4 Bdrms, 3949 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 02-26-21

10 Whitehall Drive, $1,650,000, 3 Bdrms, 1848 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 03-05-21,
Previous Sale: $1,258,000, 02-25-16

7

VANGUARD PROPERTIES

IN LAMORINDA

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT

Regional Director Ron Mintz

925.872.0968
ron@vanguardproperties.com
DRE# 01095341

VANGUARDPROPERTIES.COM

DRE#01486075 L CEVEREGE
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian
Weeds, weeds, and more weeds

After the wind, the camellia blooms carpet the ground and must be The pretty palmate leaves and pink buds of Carolina geranium weed look like
removed. a ground cover.

... continued from Page D1 -

Carolina geranium (Geranium carolinianum), also known as
cranesbill because of its profusion of half-inch beaks after flowering,
is a very dainty and pretty weed when it is young. The palmate leaves
are lacy, fern-like, with hairy petiole stalks and tiny five-petaled pink
flowers.

For the first month, after it sprouts, it resembles a ground cover.
As the weather warms, it seeks the sunlight while branching out two
feet or more. The seed has a hard core which allows it to withstand a
long dormancy in the soil. Carolina geranium is not edible, but its
roots, considered anti-bacterial, anti-fungal and astringent, are used
as an external medicinal herb to stop bleeding and as a gargle for sore
throats. Hand pulling while it is still young is the best control method.

Black medic (Medicago lupulina), also known as yellow trefoil or
hop medic, is a broadleaf plant that looks like clover with yellow
flowers. It establishes itself in areas that have endured drought, in
disturbed soils, or those in need of increased irrigation. As a legume,
it fixes its own nitrogen which helps it to overcome lawn grasses in
nutrient-poor soils. When the flowers mature, they form a black
seedpod which lends itself to the name. A friend of mine informed me
about its nutritional value as an herb. In Mexico, black medic is highly
desired as an edible green and is expensive to buy.

... continued on Page D17

The hillside is a bit barren after the weeds have been pulled.
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

Weeds, weeds, and more weeds

The clover-like tendrils of Black medic weed entwine around the Naked Without enriched soil, thistles and other weeds thrive.
Lady fronds.

... continued from Page D14 that could make ingesting or topically using the plant reactive and
dangerous.

The leaves are bitter when eaten raw, but when cooked, taste like Once you've managed the weeds, you will enjoy the bounty of

spinach or collards with a high amount of protein and fiber. It does have ~ Plooms erupting in our neighborhoods. ,

antibacterial qualities and is also considered a mild laxative. Bees are -.. continued on Page D18

attracted to this plant. It makes marvelous green manure. To control
black medic, it is critical to hand-weed making sure to pull out the
taproot.

Many of the hillsides are experiencing a super bloom of California
poppies (Eschscholzia californica) mixed with purple vetch. Having
grown up with these beautiful orange globes and vetch, when I witness
them growing as natives, I am overjoyed by nature’s jewelry. California
poppies are the state flower of California. Purple vetch, also known as
American vetch (Vicia americana) or hairy vetch, is a native
nitrogen-fixing cover crop that our family used to feed our cattle on our
ranch. It is considered a weed, but I think of it as a valuable wildflower
because it is great fodder for wildlife while adding biomass to the soil.
The plant attracts beneficial insects to the garden and the flowers entice
bees. Growing alongside vegetables, it acts as a living mulch. Vetch is a
climber to about two feet and spreads through rhizomes. To control it,
cut and leave on the surface of the soil to suppress other weeds. Native
Americans consumed vetch as a food and used it for poultices.

Make sure to consult a medical professional before consuming or
externally applying any plant that you are unfamiliar with. Although L
many plants are herbs and helpful, individuals could have conditions Impressionistic art.

A hillside of California poppies and purple vetch look like
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian
Weeds, weeds, and more weeds

Gorgeous lilacs perfume the garden.

... continued from Page D14

Lilacs, wisteria, hyacinths, tulips,
bluebells, calendulas, freesias,
Chinese fringe flowers, Dutch iris,
bearded iris, Santa Barbara
daisies, osteospermum, azaleas,
camellias, jasmine, redbud, and
even roses are bursting with
color. (Make sure to pick up
fallen camellias to maintain the
health of your shrub.) Fruit trees
continue their parade of
blossoms including cherry, apple,
pear, crabapple and Asian pear.

The grass is green, the
weather is mild, and our gardens
are the place where we can
unwind and connect with the
magical natural world. Celebrate
Earth Day on April 22 and
nurture our planet by protecting
and appreciating our natural
environment. Recycle, reuse,
repurpose, reduce. Weed, seed,
feed.

Your home will shine with
Mother Nature’s colorful plant
jewelry.

PLANT SALE: The Orinda
Garden Club is holding a plant
sale on April 17 from 9 a.m. to 2
p-m. at the Orinda Library Plaza
with members propagated plants
plus over 30 varieties of tomato
seeds, a Firewise demonstration
table, and a garden marketplace.
The event will be socially
distanced and well-spaced
outdoors throughout the Orinda
Library Plaza. Look for your
special seedlings at this local
plant sale. Proceeds will benefit
educational projects.

Happy Gardening. Happy
Growing.
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Get Out & Stay Out!

The delicate orange petals of a California
poppy are elegant.

Cynthia Brian reminds gardeners to pick up
fallen camellia flowers to avoid disease to
the mother tree.

Cynthia Brian, The Goddess Gardener, is available for hire
to help you prepare for your spring garden. Raised in the
vineyards of Napa County, Cynthia is a New York Times
best-selling author, actor, radio personality, speaker, media
and writing coach as well as the Founder and Executive
Director of Be the Star You Are!® 501 c3. Tune into
Cynthia’s StarStyle® Radio Broadcast at
www.StarStyleRadio.com.

Buy copies of her best-selling books, including, Chicken
Soup for the Gardener’s Soul, Growing with the Goddess
Gardener, and Be the Star You Are! Millennials to Boomers
at www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store. Receive a FREE
inspirational music DVD.

Hire Cynthia for writing projects, garden consults, and
inspirational lectures.

Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com

Enlarge your living area with an outdoor kitchen or entertainment space complete with a built in
barbecue and the warm glow of a stone or masonry fireplace.
Garden Lights Landscape Development, Inc. is a full service landscape & pool design build firm.
We design & install with just one call 925-254-4797 * www.gardenlightslandscape.com

Celebrating over 20 years of service in Lamorinda. Bonded — Licensed & Insured License# 702845 (27 & (53

McDonnell \@ Nursery

SRR TEN A
shop now to receive McDonnell bucks

family owned since 1933

Flowers * Trees * Succulents * Pottery & Fountains
Benches * Garden Decor * House Plants ¢ Gifts ¢ Jewelry
Garden Consultation

www.mcdonnellnursery.com

196 Moraga Way < (925) 254-3713 < Open Wednesday - Sunday
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Ashley Battersby

" New Listing! —_ = New Listing! b

- - Patricia Batters
10 El Sueno 21 El Patio 63 La Cuesta 56 Via Floreado y
Expansive 3 bed/ 3 bath/ 2 half Custom 5 bed/ 4 bath/ 2 half bath  Majestic 3 bed/ 2.5 bath home Exceptional 5 bed/ 4.5 bath 4248 Shannon Conner
bath 1.1 acre property on the 8th & home at end of a private cul-de-sac.  designed by William Avery Rich sqft home on .54 acres perfectly
9th holes of the Orinda Country Views of OCC golf course & the overlooking the Orinda Country located in Orinda just minutes Meara Dunsmore
Club golf course. $3,695,000 Berkeley Hills. $3,695,000 Club on .54 acres. $2,895,000 from Hwy 24. $2’795’000 Linda Ehrich

ORINDA ORINDA ORINDA MORAGA Joan Evans
a

Linda Friedman
Claudia Gohler

Dexter Honens |l

New Listing! New Listing!

April Matthews

[ t
8 Estates Drive 15 Donna Maria Way 9 Sleepy Hollow Lane 20 Tia Place Hillary Murphy
Stunning 4+ bed/4.5 bath 3702 Amazing 4 bed/ 3 bath home in Del Custom-built 4 bed/ 2.5 bath w/ Fabulous 3 bed/ 2 bath home at
sqft. home on .45 acres. High Rey neighborhood on flat .42 acre ~ views of the impeccable, lush & end of cul-de-sac on .78 acres w/ Karen Murphy
ceilings, custom millwork & mature  lot w/ pool, spa, fire pit, & outdoor  soaring landscaped grounds. Not to  large lawn, play structure, chicken
landscaping. $2,595,000 kitchen. $2,195,000 be missed! $1.995000 <o°P & more! $1,425,000 John Nash

Altie Schmitt
MORAGA

LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE
" . y -

Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf

1=

Amy Rose Smith

i

" Molly Smith

7 2 New Listing! - : E ;

e o - = " — - Jeff Snell
241 Rheem Boulevard 9 Mountain View Lane 22 Northridge Lane 761 Silver Crest Court
Single level 3 bed/ 2 bath updated ~ Custom 4 bed/ 3.5 bath home on Fabulous gated entry ridge line Spacious 4488 sqft 5+ bed/ 4 bath Lynda Snell
in 2018 w/ low maintenance 9.93 private acres w/ views of the retreat w/ 4 bed/ 4.5 bath + office/  traditional home on 1/2 acre in
gardens, two lawn areas, all backing  Lafayette Reservoir, pool, & den. Minutes to downtown w/ sought-after Lafayette’s Silver Steve Stahle

to an open hillside. ¢1 370 000 surrounding hills. ~ $7 990 000 views of Reservoir! $2,595000 SPrings Estates. $2,495,000 Clark Thompson

LIVERMORE ALBANY Angie Evans Traxinger

¥

Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward

Margaret Zucker

—=ho = J
[=CS -:-'—"-"Il"‘

g § - New Listing!
1918 Lakeshire Drive 11 Beisheim Lane 10 Storybook Lane 525 Key Route Boulevard
Beautifully renovated 2 bed/ 2.5 Newer 6 bed/ 4 bath home at the  Perfect opportunity to build in Charming light-filled 2 bed/ 1 bath
bath overlooking lake w/ easy end of a private lane in desirable amazing setting near Mt. Diablo on MacGregor home in sought-after
access to pool, gym, clubhouse, & Parkmead neighborhood w/ views 8 acre gated parcel w/ room for upper Albany. Minutes to top-rated
golf course! $2'050’000 of Mt. Diablo. $1,795,000 horses & stable. $895,000 schools. $899,000

Village

ASSOCIATES

0 facebook.comyVillageAssociates 93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 « Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505

O twitter.com/villageassoc Visit www.villageassociates.com

instagram.comyVillageAssociates It's Village. Of Course.
DRE#01301392




