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Letters to the editor

Concern over Lafayette traf-
fic circle for cyclists

I was shocked and saddened to
hear of the death of Joe Shami,
Lafayette resident and local
cycling legend. He was struck
by a car in the traffic circle at
the intersection of Pleasant Hill
Road and Olympic Blvd and
died of his injuries. Joe was an
extremely experienced cyclist
and is famous for having bicy-
cled up Mt. Diablo 500 consec-
utive weeks in a row.

I believe that part of the
blame for this tragedy lies with
the decision to install the traf-
fic circle at that intersection,
which has no provisions for
cyclists. I have been bicycling
along that route to work for 9
years and prior to the traffic
circle, there was a 4 way stop.
Bicyclists traveling east could
stay on the right shoulder and
continue on to the bicycle lane
on Olympic Blvd.

When the traffic circle was
being proposed, reportedly
there was a desire to connect
the Lafayette-Moraga Trail
with the Iron Horse Trail in
Walnut Creek to facilitate bicy-
cle traffic. However, the final
design proposed by the City
Council for the traffic circle in-
cluded no accommodations for
cyclists at all. An alternative,
much safer design was offered
by the Bike East Bay organiza-
tion
(https://bikeeastbay.org/events/
city-lafayette-pleasant-hill-
rdolympic-blvd-roundabout-
public-meeting), however the
Lafayette City Council went
ahead with a very car-oriented
traffic circle that makes no
provision for cyclists. When
riding through this intersec-
tion, cyclists must take the lane
with cars, with no area dedi-
cated for cyclists. I have felt
much less safe going through
this intersection since the traf-
fic circle was installed.

Every year I stop at the
various “energizer stations” in
Lafayette that support Bike-To-
Work Day. Those stations are
supposedly to encourage peo-
ple to make bicycling to work a
regular habit. We are told us-
ing a bicycle instead of a car
will help combat climate
change. But those of us who try
to bicycle to work regularly are
continually disappointed by
the lip-service paid to improv-
ing the infrastructure to make
bicycling safer.

Eric Bain
Lafayette

PG&E priorities

Regarding "PG&E work contin-
ues in downtown Lafayette"
(April 14, 2021), PG&E's boiler-
plate statement of safety being
"PG&E's top priority" belies a
history of uneven engagement
and communication in
Lafayette.

The article should have
stated that PG&E is working on

13 sections of the pipeline
where significant corrosion
merited immediate repairs. In
total, PG&E found 69 areas of
corrosion in just one pipeline
mile during recent testing on
the high pressure pipeline
downtown. Testing was initi-
ated only after the resident Gas
Safety Task Force requested
CPUC do an audit of PG&E gas
operations in Lafayette.

We wish legally mandated
pipeline testing had been a
priority over discretionary
PG&E programs, like tree re-
moval. Trees have never
caused a gas transmission
pipeline accident for PG&E,
while corrosion of pipelines
continues to be one of the
leading causes of incidents.
Significant portions of high
pressure, vintage pipeline in
Lafayette remains untested.

The Task Force has worked
for years to help PG&E focus
on real-world safety issues in
Lafayette, identifying signifi-
cant risks that PG&E later ad-
dressed. These include dan-
gerous exposed pipeline spans
in high fire zones including the
Springhill Neighborhood and
Briones; exposed pipeline
along the highly trafficked
Lafayette-Moraga trail that
blocked a seasonal stream;
adding important cathodic
protection to protect against
corrosion; pipeline testing; and
more.

We ask PG&E to continue
to focus on mitigating major
causes of gas pipeline acci-
dents: corrosion, incorrect op-
eration, and excavation dig-
ins. PG&E should complete in-
line testing of all transmission
pipelines in Lafayette; better
identify High Consequence Ar-
eas, a designation for higher
safety standards, especially in
high wildfire zones; and work
to reduce dig-in accidents,
which average more than once
per month in Lafayette. We
agree PG&E's top priority
should be safety. There's still a
lot of work to do, and we’re
counting on PG&E’s partner-
ship on the real gas safety is-
sues to make this a reality.

Michael Dawson
Lafayette Gas Safety Task Force
member

Enough is Enough

I spoke at a Lafayette City
Council meeting in September
2018 to protest a Tree Removal
Agreement with PG&E. PG&E
cited safety as the primary
reason that they needed to cut
down 272 trees along the
Lafayette-Moraga Trail, Reser-
voir Rim Trail, and some
neighborhoods and backyards.
This list included many old,
heritage oaks. The main rea-
son for my opposition, and the
opposition of others, was sim-
ple: PG&E had not shown any
correlation, evidence, or data
that showed that cutting down
trees near gas lines enhances
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our safety. In fact, they failed
to give one single example of
where a tree had caused a gas
leak or pipeline accident or
any other problem. I was
pleased to see all of the re-
search by the new group Save
Lafayette Trees uncovering
real, honest ways that our
safety could be enhanced, such
as having automated shut-off
valves. And I applaud the City
of Lafayette for setting up a
Gas Safety Task Force. But, un-
believably debate about trees
has persisted for 2 1/2 years
and PG&E continues to press
for cutting them down. Enough
is enough! I ask again that
PG&E focus on real gas safety
concerns and that the City of
Lafayette do whatever they can
to finally preserve all 272 trees
and put this issue to bed.

Steve Richard
Lafayette

Moraga Chamber bestows
2020 Business & Nonprofit
of the Year honors

... continued from Page A5

Internationally, the Club
provided housing, care and
education for a group of chil-
dren in Sierra Leone who be-
came orphaned due to an
Ebola epidemic. They are also
helping to build the first Lu-
mumba Children’s Library
and Learning Center in Goma,
Congo, a city of over 1 million
people where most children
don’t attend school regularly.
Add to that, another current
project in Tecpan, Guatemala
where Club members will
travel to install concrete
floors in homes that have
only dirt floors.

Rotary Club President
Brian South was conducting a
member meeting on Zoom
when Moraga Chamber of
Commerce Board Member

Ron Haas had asked for a
moment to discuss Chamber
business. Much to the sur-
prise of the approximately 25
attendees, he proceeded to
notify the group that they
were the Chamber’s Non-
profit of the Year recipient.
“We are excited, pleased and
honored to receive this
award,” stated South. When
asked where the award would
be displayed he chuckled,
“Right now it’s on my office
wall.”

South is very proud of the
organization’s achievements
in Moraga and beyond.
“We’re actively looking for
new members to help serve
the community.” He encour-
ages interested parties to visit
their website, www.mora-
garotary.org, for more infor-
mation and click onto “Con-
tact Us.”
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Join us for a 30 minute, free, no-obligation
webinar to learn about the different parts of
Medicare so you can understand the coverage
that you need.

SAVE YOUR SPOT TODAY!
Register Online: canopy.vanbergins.com
or Call: 877-833-4253 (TTY: 711)
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R F ROCKRIDGE FURNITURE & DESIGN
3048 CLAREMONT AVENUE BERKELEY 510-652-5753
SATURDAY 10AM - 6PM & SUNDAY 11AM - 6PM

JUST LISTED
in Rossmoor!
3266 Ptarmigan Drive, #4A

Stunning 2BR| 2BA | 1521+ SF
CONDO!

® LEVEL-IN end unit

® Panoramic Mt. Diablo views

e Beautifully remodeled

® Brazilian cherry flooring

® Attached garage + carport

® Large deck with grassy area

® Dual-paned windows

® Sunny and bright!

Offered at $979,000

Call for more info!

925.324.6246

I TONY CONTE
925.708.1396

tony@mbtcpartners.com

License # 01480008 | 00959101
Coldwell Banker # 01908304

marybeth@mbtcpartners.com
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Bay Area
enscapes, Inc.

Synthetic Grass - Installation - Landscaping

—

1801 Saint Mary’s Rd. Moraga, CA 94556

Phone (925) 819-2100

* Design & Consulting

* New Landscape Installation * Re-Landscape & Remodel
* Residential & Commercial * Green Landscape Options
 Maintenance & Clean Ups * Synthetic Lawn Installation

CA Lic# 938445




