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Boys water polo teams happy to be back in the pool and competing
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Kyle Rosenblatt, Acalanes

By Jon Kingdon

With so little time to prepare
for the season, it’s been a diffi-
cult adjustment for all the
coaches. They’ve been forced to
try and balance game prepara-
tion and technical preparation
while also focusing on funda-
mentals. Covering all the de-
tails as to what the teams are
going to do offensively, defen-
sively, counter attacking, han-
dling 6-on-5 and 5-on-6 situa-
tions are being handled as a
work in progress.

Regardless, Miramonte
head coach James Lathrop was
simply glad to be back coach-
ing. “We’re grateful just to have
a season,” Lathrop said.
“There’s a sense of urgency
when you have a short season
that mirrors what you have at
the end of your season on a
normal year because we're al-
ready into the last month.
We’re having fun practicing and
working hard together. Every-
one is in the same boat and the
great thing about our guys is
that they’re really engaged.”

Miramonte has had to forgo
competing against traditional,
out of sections opponents like
Newport and Harvard-
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Westlake. “In some ways this
season is fun,” Lathrop said.
“Now it’s like every game is a
rivalry game and having the
opportunity to get up and play a
rival every time is also a really
cool thing.”

The Matadors graduated
several talented players which
has created opportunities for
players to step up. “The key to
this team is our depth with a
huge senior class. You can’t re-
place a Jackson Painter (now
playing at Stanford) and the
others but we’re trying to do it
collectively. We have a lot of
guys that can score a goal and
guard the attackers. Everyone
is going to get a look.”

Owen Venstreillen has re-
placed all-league goalie Oliver
Von Karl in the net. “Owen has
been on the varsity and has
been a strong player and I look
forward to his leading our
team,” Lathrop said. “He has a
great attitude. He’s a good
communicator and has taken
the lead in practice with the
younger goalies as well.”

Senior co-captains Adam
Ting, Will Coons and Will
Hollerbach were all-league last
season and have taken on the
leadership role as have the rest

Brock Zamanian, Campolindo

of the seniors. “Everyone has
been willing to either adjust to
a stronger offensive role or fo-
cus more on defense. That’s
what has stood out about the
team to me. We do have a cou-
ple of underclassmen on var-
sity, and we’re looking to incor-
porate them and just have a fun
season and compete as hard as
we can.”

Acalanes

Taking over a team for the first
time is difficult enough for a
new coach. It becomes that
much more difficult when you
only have the shortest of pre-
seasons to put your imprimatur
on the team. Still, Acalanes
head coach Lincoln Haley is not
unfamiliar with water polo in
Lamorinda having previously
been an assistant coach at
Miramonte.

Rust seems to be the opera-
tive term for the spring teams
who had not played a competi-
tive game since 2019. “We only
had one scrimmage (against
Miramonte) which was the first
time our players got to play in
over 500 days,” Haley said.
“You could tell that there was
some rust on the players but
they’re fully getting back
together.”

Photos Gint Federas

Haley’s philosophy is to get
back to basics. “I believe in fun-
damentals, working from the
ground up,” Haley said. “Hard
work is important and some-
times you just have to grind it
out. If we can do that, I have
confidence in our guys.”

The Don’s offense is led by
senior co-captains, Jay Mills,
who was second team all-league
last year, Peter Archer and
sophomore Andrew Sappall.
“Jay is looking good and is re-
ally enjoying the season,” Haley
said. “He’s a great leader and
the guys really take to him. An-
drew has a lot of potential that
we’re bringing out of him. I'm
excited to see where he is going
to go.” Senior driver Liam
Stephenson has also borne the
mantle of leadership.

The defense is led by co-
captain Eli Berkowitz, Haley
said. “Eli is our vocal leader. He
directs the other players and is
a very smart player who’s the
guy that will remind me of
things that I have forgotten to
mention and keeps everybody
accountable. Peter Archer and
Kyle Rosenblatt have both been
solid and given us a lot of
depth.”

Senior goalie Parker Tomp-

kins is the captain and the vocal
leader on the defense. Sopho-
more Harrison Labrosse should
also see some time in the goal
as well.

The roster has a strong
sophomore class that Haley is
counting on to build for the fu-
ture. “They have been doing a
great job,” Haley said. “They
will be setting the foundation
for the future and should keep
getting better and better.”

Haley is optimistic as to
where the Dons are headed:
“This is a solid group that I have
a lot of confidence in. They
play hard and have each other’s
backs. They really support each
other and I've found that
Acalanes is a great community
to be a part of.”

Campolindo

Yuri Hanley, a former Cam-
polindo and UC Davis water
polo player, is now serving as
the Cougars head coach along
with longtime coach Miles
Price. “It’s like a changing of
the guard,” Hanley said.

Hanley is not one to mess
with the previous success of the
program. “The program is
pretty similar because Miles
was the head coach when I was
playing here,” Hanley said. “We
will stress hard work, team-
work, and fundamentals. I am
trying to add my own spin to it
with what I learned from play-
ing at UC Davis along with what
I've learned from these
coaches.”

Last season, Campolindo
started the season off with an 8-
8 record and went on to win the
NCS championship. This year,
Campolindo has also started
slow with a 203 record but that
is not a concern for Hanley:
“I'm not worried as how we’ve
started. It's how we finish.
We’re learning each day about
what we can do and are trying
to put it together from there.”
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Job Offering

Job Title: Tennis Instructor

Job Description: Plan, organize,
and teach tennis lessons. Assess
students’ tennis skills to determine
areas in need of improvement

and determine a lesson program
that meets the students’needs.
Teach recreational tennis players
of all ages through ranked USTA
athletes for recreational play,
games, and tournaments. Adjust
coaching techniques, based on
the strengths and weaknesses

of athletes. Identify the learning
styles that work best for each stu-
dent and adapt coaching methods
accordingly. Instruct individuals
and groups in tennis rules, strate-
gy, and principles. Teach students
various tennis skills in a planned
manner over time to improve the
quality of each students play. Email
resume to darrinc@diablocc.org
Minimum Qualifications: Two
years of experience and must have
competed in tennis at the Division
[ or Division Il collegiate level.

Job Location: Diablo, California

Music Lessons

Fun Piano Lessons

Learn your favorite song! | teach
Certificate of Merit. BM & MM in
Piano. Lessons in your home.
925-984-8322. lynnf253@gmail.com

| House Cleaning

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

$10 per 1/2" classified
ad height.

Email to: classified@
lamorindaweekly.com

Nice for rent in Moraga.
Clean spacious room with
large backyard. Female pre-
ferred, non-smoker.

$1050. Call: 917-749-9273

| Furniture Restoration

Antique Furniture Restoration
25 years exp. - 925 765 0479
serving Lamorinda - references avail.
www.(ardonarestoration.com

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability,
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life. Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0E£90108

Quetzal Handéman

T NO JOBTOO SMALL
Electrical, plumbing,
§f concrete, driveways & more..
Please call Carlos Toledo
510-689-7490

Rusty Nails Handyman Service
Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

=1  Ken's Rototilling
ﬂ_ « 4W/D Tractors
. « Hillside Weed Cutting
+ Mowing - Discing « Rototilling
« Brush Removal Abatement
To Fire Dept Regulations
Free estimates! 925-938-9836

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

WE HOP TO IT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters
Cliff 510-697-1125




