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Home repair advise

read on Page D4

Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian
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Photo Cynthia Brian
Bearded iris, daffodils, and Bergenia frame a fountain that invites
birds to bathe.

WEers

By Cynthia Brian

"My garden is my most beautiful work of art" — Claude Monet

We’ve all heard the adage, “April showers bring May flowers!”
We have the flowers this year, but April precipitation did not
materialize. This year is lining up to be the third driest year in the
history of California. And that means that we must be more diligent
than ever to prepare our properties for a season of increased
wildfires.

I have been weeding my property with every spare minute since
February. It is essential to pull out weeds by the roots, else they
return promptly. This is round three and the resulting garden is
looking beautiful. I've been experimenting with mixing flowers of
iridescent pinks with buttery yellows and pumpkin orange accented
by sky blue and bold purple. The palette has taken on an
Impressionistic essence of which Monet would be proud.

April and May have always been my favorite months because of
the plethora of blooms, birds, and fragrances. The perfume of the
jasmine permeates the morning air, the lilac scents the afternoon
sunshine, while the wisteria and mock orange infuse the evening
with glorious aromas. My two thornless Lady Banksia rose bushes
with their profusion of creamy double-petaled flowers have
commandeered 30 linear feet of a fence as well as twined to the tops
of a plum and chestnut tree. The flowering cherry tree showcases
puffy blossoms resembling pink snowballs. The mock orange tree’s
white blooms are candy for the bees. The cerise flowers of the
Western redbud tree offer a gorgeous contrast to the unfurling green
leaves of the honey locust trees. Under a canopy of pines and
surrounded by white calla lilies and lacy hemlock, a New Zealand
hawthorn brightens the verdant scene with clouds of blush blooms.
Bearded irises in a variety of colors are delicate and fragrant. Azaleas
and camellias thrive in the shadow of the redwoods. Freesias, tulips,
daffodils, calendulas and anemones continue their carnival of
blooms. Despite the lack of rain, the spring display is splendor in the
grass.

In many parts of the country, people wait until after Mother’s Day
to start planting their vegetables but because of the warmth of this
season, I advise that you get started soon. Getting children involved
with planting vegetables and herbs will encourage them to eat what
they plant.
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