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Lamorinda Weekly
reporter honored for
dedication to accuracy
and in-depth reporting

Pippa Fisher

After nearly five years serv-
ing as the Lafayette city re-
porter for Lamorinda Weekly
—and always one of the last
people sitting in the back tak-
ing notes during city council
meetings — Pippa Fisher, who
announced her retirement
from the paper in late March,
was presented with a procla-
mation by members of the
Lafayette City Council during
its April 12 meeting thanking
her for her hard work and
dedication to making complex
issues understandable.
“Journalism and profes-

sional (trustworthy) me-
dia/press is in my opinion, the
most important pillar of pub-
lic governance. What the
Lamorinda Weekly and Pippa
have done for our city is be-
yond words,” Council Mem-
ber Cam Burks wrote about
Fisher in an email. “I for one
am extraordinarily grateful to
them both for what they con-
tinue to provide to our con-
stituents and fellow neigh-
bors; even in our world filled
with so many ways to com-
municate, more people look
for that color newspaper in
their driveway every other
Tuesday night, than I could
ever imagine.”

City Council members of-
fered their thanks to Fisher,
which coincidentally hap-
pened toward the end of the
meeting. Council Member
Gina Dawson ended her com-
ments with an apology to
Fisher: “Sorry to keep you to
the bitter end.”

—J. Wake
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KEITH
KATZMAN

I'M SELLING LAMORINDA!

Moraga resident since 1966.
Sucessfully selling real estate
for over 35 years.
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925.376.717T7
keith.katzman@compass.com
DRE # 00875484

LLLC reopens doors thanks
to foundation efforts
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Photo provided

Author Erik Larson presenting his book, “Dead Wake,” to the
Lafayette Library and Learning Center Foundation audience

several years ago.

By Diane Claytor

Libraries are once again open
for browsing and checking out
books. They may look a little
different, Beth Needle, execu-
tive director of the Lafayette
Library and Learning Center
Foundation (LLLCF) reports.
Chairs have been removed,
computer stations have been
placed further apart and, for
now, there are no in-person
story times or programs.
“But,” Needle says, “you can
once again talk to a librarian
and look for books you want
to read.”

The LLLCF was estab-
lished to ensure that the
Lafayette Library remains a
vibrant resource for the local
community, providing fund-
ing for programs and, accord-
ing to Sarah Blumenfeld,
LLLCF’s development and
programs director, helping to
keep the lights on and the
doors open. “The Foundation
contributes 52% of the li-
brary’s annual budget,” she
notes, while the county con-
tributes 34%. When the li-
brary is open, the county pro-
vides 35 hours of open library
time per week; LLLCF funding
adds another 19 open hours
every week.

The Foundation has raised
money to update the old com-
puter lab, expanding it into a
multi-purpose tech lab which,
Blumenfeld says, is more of a
STEAM lab than a fixed com-
puter station room, complete
with a 3-D printer. LLLCF has
also updated and enlarged the
children’s area of the library.

Pre-pandemic, the
Lafayette library hosted close
to 1,000 programs a year, at-
tracting more than 35,000
people. By reinventing them-
selves during the past year
with the introduction of the
County’s Front Door Service,
an average of 10,000 items
were checked out every
month from just the Lafayette
library and “demand for on-
line materials increased about
400%,” Blumenfeld reports.
“Libraries have remained rel-
evant because of the pro-
gramming they’re doing.

“Before COVID, many of
our programs would fill the
Community Hall, which holds
200 people. During COVID,
we’ve actually attracted up to
500 people via Zoom to some
of our programs,” Blumenfeld
happily states. “The library
promotes lifelong learning,”
Needle adds.

... continued on Page A10

ANOTHER VERY HAPPY CLIENT

Pending
Represented Buyer
27 Ramona Drive, Orinda

We have more buyers than sellers. If you were ever
thinking about selling, the time has come.

As always, | am here to help ... | listen and | care!
I'm selling homes fast! Yours could be next!
Call me for a no obligation visit!

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Num-
ber 01866771. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but
has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy

of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

Correction: In the April 14 Lamorinda Weekly article,
“City of Lafayette pays legal fees award following Brown
Act violation,” the amount paid was $113,118 (minus
credit for costs), not $133,118.

Lafayette
Public

vt Meetings
City Council

Regular Meeting

Monday, May 10, 7 p.m.
Teleconference via City of Lafayette's

You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Planning Commission
Meeting

Monday, May 3, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Design Review

Wednesday, April 28, 7 p.m. Zoom
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube
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Breathtaking. Brilliant. Beauty.
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Coming Soon in Orinda
4 Bedrooms + detached office | 2.5 Baths | 2,538% Square Feet | 1x Acre

Built on a stunning 1+ acre property that reflects
the picturesque and ever-changing views of the
Orinda Valley and the reservoir, this modern-
style beauty offers considerable privacy,
an abundance of interior natural lighting,
unparalleled views, and meticulous custom
appointments including a cedar infinity hot tub,
gorgeous IPE decks, and a wine cellar. This sleek
and spectacular turn-key home is the essence
of sophisticated Orinda living. Understated
from street view, one must enter the home to

l experience the beauty within.

. . Call for more information!
Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives . .
925.285.8336
brydonivesteam.com .
DRE 01408025 | 01367466 BRYDON&IVES
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