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at a public meeting.

s ORINDA UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT

Volunteers needed for
Citizens’ Bond Oversight Committee

*#% 2 Community At-Large Member positions open ***
The Independent Citizens’ Bond Oversight Committee (CBOC) will:

* Inform the public about expenditures of bond
proceeds from recently passed Measures E & I.

* Review expenditures to ensure bond proceeds are
spent for authorized purposes.

* Provide an annual report to the Board of Trustees

CBOC Member Terms and Meeting Information

Terms of service are two years, and no CBOC member may
serve more than three consecutive terms. CBOC meetings must
occur at least once per year and will not exceed quarterly.

For more information or to request an application, contact
Kathy Schwarz at kschwarz@orinda.k12.ca.us or (925) 258-6200.
Deadline to apply is 4:30 p.m. on May 14, 2021.

925-377-0977

LAMORINDA WEEKLY Page: A7

Integrity

Frank Woodward

Realtor®, Luxury Property Specialist

T. 925.788.4963

It’s a Great Time to Sell a Home!

The current strong seller’s market continues due to low mortgage
rates, limited supply of homes and steady buyer demand for all
that beautiful Lamorinda has to offer.

Call me today for an accurate property evaluation. Use my 20+ years
of local real estate success to obtain the highest return on your sale.

Knowledge

Results

COLDWELL BANKER
REALTY

E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com

©2021 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing
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Toris Yeager feeds ducks at the Wagner Ranch Nature Area.

By Sora O'Doherty

Excitement is building at
Wagner Ranch Nature Area,
a site for outdoor learning
next to Wagner Ranch Ele-
mentary School in Orinda,
where OUSD students have
come back to outdoor learn-
ing at reduced numbers and
some interesting projects are
taking shape. There will be
six weeks of summer camps,
and a new project is hoped to
provide revenue for the na-
ture area.

The nature area is
staffed by teacher and natu-
ralist Toris Yeager and many
volunteers who come each
Sunday to work in the gar-
den. Volunteers may be
children or adults, and come
from groups such as the Boys
Team Charity, the National
Charity League, Others First
Middle School and the Mira-
monte Environmental Club.
For many years Eagle Scouts
have built projects at the na-
ture area, such as bridges
and bat boxes, which were
found to house many bats
last year when a controlled
burn of the meadow at the
nature area was undertaken.
Boy Scouts recently enjoyed
an overnight at the nature
area.

Starting earlier this year,
the nature area has been of-
fering abbreviated versions
of its usual programs, in-
cluding Animal Camp, Ran-
cho Days, and Pioneer Days
to all students in the Orinda
Union School District area
four days per week. Limited
to 14 students at a time, the
programs have been running
on an alternating Mon-

day/Wednesday, Tues-
day/Thursday schedule.

Dr. Reg Barrett, a profes-
sor emeritus at UC Berkeley
and a board member of the
Friends of the Nature Area,
has just begun conducting a
year-long wildlife study pro-
ject using motion sensitive
cameras with about 12 high
school students from four
schools. The nature area is
home to birds of prey, song-
birds, ducks, bats, turtles,
red-legged frogs, lizards,
snakes, coyotes, opossums,
brush rabbits and raccoons.

Another board member
of the Friends, Jane Voll has
been putting together richly
detailed focus folders, start-
ing with redwood trees, for
teachers and interested visi-
tors to the nature area. An-
other folder on oak trees is
under development.

Arman Marchiel, an
alumnus of the nature area
who is now at UC Berkeley is
preparing the olive grove for
harvesting as an academic
project. Itis hoped that the
grove will produce oil that
can be sold to increase rev-
enues devoted to the nature
area.

Volunteers have been
busy planting seeds, and
seedlings are filling the
greenhouse at the nature
area, soon to be planted out
into the carefully tended
beds. Yeager is on hand to
teach volunteers, many of
whom are children, about
the plants. For example, the
three sisters refers to the in-
digenous crops corn, beans
and squash. The three sisters
not only help us, but they
help each other. Corn sup-

The Three Sisters who help each other. Corn, beans and
squash help each other grow and help you when you eat them!
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ports the beans, and squash
plants shade the roots of the
others.

Yeager loves working
with young people. She be-
lieves that they are going to
lead, “they have the passion.”
There are three high school
students, sometimes four, on
the board of the Friends,
who are very dedicated, and
come every Sunday to volun-
teer, Yeager says. Two of the
students attend Miramonte,
one attends Monte Vista in
Danville. Mallika Dan-
damundi, represents Mira-
monte and Talia Sandher
represents Monte Vista. An-
other young volunteer is
Bretti Morici, who isn’t on
the board, but her mother,
Yvonne Morici, works and
teaches with Yeager. Morici
built all the wire covers on
the raised beds in the
garden.

All fourth-grade students
in the district recently con-
cluded Native Studies at the
nature area.

Third-graders are taking
Animal Camp. Pioneer Days
for fifth-graders ended in
March.

The nature area will now
be offering after school pro-
grams. While the nature
area will not provide lunch,
the children bring their
lunches. They maintain 3
feet of separation with
masks on, 6 feet with masks
off to eat their lunches.

The Summer Camp pro-
gram will begin on June 7,
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. every
day for children ages 5 to 12.
Another session is scheduled
for three weeks in July be-
ginning July 12. Currently
the nature area is limited to
14 children at a time, but
Yeager is hopeful that the
number will be increased
soon, perhaps to 20. In the
future there are plans for an
open house at the end of
September, but more details
will be made public later.

The natural area is sup-
ported in part by the Friends
of the Wagner Ranch Nature
Area, as well as the Orinda
Union School District. More
info can be located on the
Friends of the Wagner Ranch
Nature Area website,
www.fwrna.org

Right coverage. Right price.

Right here in town.

Kelly Sopak, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0D03981
1Northwood Drive Suite 1
Orinda, CA 94563

Bus: 925-253-7700

Here's the deal. The right insurance should
help you feel confident and comfortable. I'm
the right good neighbor for that. Call me today.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

State Farm
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Stop Wasting $5

ROCKET RETURM

Rocket Return is a new locally owned
company that will return those unwanted
online purchases for you., _ ~
1
Available for downlosd on the 05 App Store

Learn more about us at Recket-Return.com
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Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing'’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get

rid of rats, mice and other rodents.
GUARANTEED

FREE In-Home Inspection,
Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount
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Callh 925 :33 3ﬁ988 7 Honest
www.honestrodentproofing.com ﬂl]ﬂﬂl“ ['"]'l]““ﬂ

Servicing the Bay Area to Sacramento EXFERIENCE Va0 CAN TEOST
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MOVE COORDINATORS

All-Women Company Serving
East Bay Residents for Over 20 Years

COMPLETE MOVE &
COORDINATION SPECIALISTS

* CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION *

FULL PACKING & UNPACKING SERVICES
PACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

plan, sort, pack, label and help with what to keep, toss, donate, consign

UNPACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

placing fumiturs, seEing op Wiichen, erpasizieg clesels, mepbadeds and drawars

Insured, Bonded, and Green
Nominated by SCORE 925.330.1988

for Qutstanding hello@carefreamoves net
Woman-Cwned Small Business wincarefreemaves. net




