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Continuing domination for Lamorinda girls water polo

By Jon Kingdon

It was Mark Twain that said, “There are lies, damned
lies and statistics” to describe the persuasive power
of numbers. From 2016 to 2019 the numbers for the
Lamorinda girls water polo teams are not only per-
suasive but overwhelming. The won-loss records for

posite 254-64 for a winning percentage of 79.8%. The
percentage jumps to 92.7% when the results within
the Lamorinda spectrum are removed. Throw in
four straight playoff appearances for each, three un-
defeated seasons and NCS championships (Acalanes-
2, Miramonte-1), and the success of water polo in
Lamorinda has been unstoppable.

Did someone say coronavirus? This forced a 499-

practice of the 2020 season (Actually April 5, 2021).
The extended layoff and limited preseason, forced
an adjustment for each team’s preparation. We had
some camps but had no scrimmages or full contact,
said Acalanes coach Misha Buchel. “We’re using the
early part of the season to shake off the mental and
physical rust, getting the muscle memory back and
getting back to processing information quickly when

Acalanes, Campolindo and Miramonte was a com-

day hiatus from the last game in 2019 to the first they’re in the water.” ... continued on Page A12
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Extensively renovated Orinda Theatre reopens April 30
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By Sora O'Doherty

During the past year, while the COVID-19 pandemic prevented business as usual
at the Orinda Theatre, owner Derek Zemrak has been working away with a
small team to restore the landmark building to its 1941 glory. Throughout the
building, theaters have been renovated, paintings restored, and carpets and
tiles cleaned. When the theatre officially reopens on Friday, April 30, patrons
will be able to appreciate all this work.

Zemrak says that he is allowed to reopen at 50% occupancy, but out of an
abundance of caution, he is only reopening the main theater, which has a ca-
pacity of 750, at 25% occupancy. The first movies available will be “Minari” and
“Nomadland.” Zemrak says he will adjust week by week to the requirements
reported by Contra Costa County. Cine Cuvee will be open weekends only with
outdoor seating under the marquee, but no indoor seating at this time.

All of the neon light fixtures in the building, some up to 80 years old, have
been restored. In the process, neon light expert Greg King remarked, “I wish
the black lights were back.” Zemrak was unaware of the black lights but did
some research and discovered that the murals that decorate the theater were
painted by famed movie theater muralist Anthony Heinsbergen, a Dutch immi-
grant who started a painting company in 1918 that would go on to employ
nearly 200 people at its height.

One source states that the studio painted murals in 757 theaters in addition
to hotels. The murals in the Orinda Theatre were supposed to come to life when
exposed to black light. Zemrak got a small black light and shined it on the
walls. To his amazement, the murals did in fact react to the light.

... continued on Page A14
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1219 Woodborough Road, Lafayette

1219WoodboroughRoad.com  $3,465,000
5 Bed + Office | 5.5 Bath | 4981+ Sq. Ft. | .59% Acre

15 Candlelight Lane, Lafayette

15CandlelightLane.com
4 Bed + Office | 3.5 Bath | 3417+ Sq. Ft. | .74+ Acre

$2,395,000

COMPASS

Lafayette’s #1 Realtor Since 2008 RE=NY
925.339.1918 | DanaGreenTeam.com | DRE 01482454

Council considers potential Conflict of Interest violation

By Jennifer Wake

The Lafayette City Council at
its April 12 meeting discussed
its first potential violation of
the Conflict of Interest Policy
for Planning Commission and
Design Review Commission-
ers since its adoption on
March 26, 2018. The policy
provides clear standards for
members to avoid engaging in
conduct that may pose an ac-

tual conflict of interest or the
appearance of bias or a con-
flict of interest.

Design Review Commis-
sioner Kristen Sidell’s archi-
tecture firm Sidell Pakravan
Architects, according to a staff
report by city attorney Mala
Subramanian, unintention-
ally worked on a project in
late 2020 and early 2021 lo-
cated within the city of
Lafayette that both the prop-
erty owner and firm believed

to be in the city of Orinda.
“The property has an Orinda
mailing address and it was
only when the project was
submitted to Orinda did the
firm realize that the property
was located in the city of
Lafayette,” the report stated.
The staff report recom-
mended waiving the “inad-
vertent violation of the Policy
and allow Commissioner
Sidell’s firm to bill for the
work as requested,” but

Council Member Cam Burks,
who was involved in working
on this policy in 2018, stated
that Sidell’s firm should have
known what city this was lo-
cated in and that it was a vio-
lation of the ordinance. “We
passed this ordinance be-
cause there was a problem,
and it was a systemic problem
in this town,” he said.

After an extended discus-
sion among council members,
as well as public comment

from Lafayette resident Bob
McClain, who was asking for
Sidell’s resignation, Subra-
manian clarified that a viola-
tion of the policy only occurs
if Sidell bills for the work
completed before her firm
knew the project was located
in Lafayette and after she
joined the DRC. Sidell agreed
not to bill the city for the $855
in fees and the matter was
closed, with no further action
required.

Mitigation measure at Brown Avenue and Deer Hill approved,
artist's donation of custom birdhouses accepted

Photo courtesy city of Lafayette

One of many birdhouses by artist Greg Moeller that grace

stop signs around Lafayette.

By Lou Fancher

The aesthetics and traffic con-
cerns on city streets dominated
discussions at the April 12 city
council meeting. With a full
quorum in attendance — Mayor
Susan Candell, Vice Mayor
Teresa Gerringer and Council
members Carl Anduri,
Cameron Burks and Gina Daw-
son — attention centered on a
recommended replacement of
28 recycling and trash recepta-
cles with high-capacity Bigbelly
units and the planned addition
of a signal at Brown Avenue
and Deer Hill Road as part of
the Terraces of Lafayette devel-
opment project.

Engineering and Public
Works Director Mike Moran
began the discussion concern-
ing implementation of a miti-
gation measure that obligates
the Terrace project developer,
O’Brien Land Company, LLC, to
install a traffic signal at the
Deer Hill Road and Brown Av-
enue intersection. In response
to emails he received asking
why the traffic signal was being
discussed by the council while
litigation was pending, Moran
said the project had been

through the full review process
and approved. Moving to im-
plementation, he said, was “ba-
sically administration on
what’s already been approved.”

In August 2002 the CEQA
findings, mitigation and other
aspects of the Terrace applica-
tion were deemed adequate by
the council, upholding an ear-
lier decision of approval by the
Planning Commission in June.
Attorney Rob Hodil confirmed
that the mitigation measure
was previously approved and
includes an agreement with
Save Lafayette stipulating the
group will be notified 30 days
prior to any visible construc-
tion at the site. The one-month
time frame would allow Save
Lafayette to file a stop work in-
junction if they chose to do so
upon notification.

Asked during a public
comment period what would
happen if installation of the
signal had begun or was com-
pleted and the development
project falls through or litiga-
tion prevents its completion,
Hodil said such an occurrence
was unlikely. He said the de-
veloper bears all costs other
than city inspections and was

unlikely to invest the money
and initiate the work involved
in construction and installation
the signal with litigation or any
injunctions pending.

All of the public comments
during the April 12 Zoom
meeting spoke to preventing, or
at the very least, allowing time
for more consideration. Several
people asked about a round-
about option that had been
considered, but not selected.
Council reiterated the rationale
for a signal, the availability of a
prior public comment period
and the 2020 approval of the
overall project with the signal
as a mitigating element. The
council voted unanimously to
approve implementing the mit-
igation agreement.

Turning to action in the
downtown core, an immediate
vote to approve the replace-
ment of 21 duet and 7 public
refuse receptacles with Bighelly
units — which utilize technology
to increase efficiency with
sensor-equipped waste and re-
cycling stations — was deferred
after Council Member Anduri
questioned if enough time had
been devoted to the decision.

... continued on Page A10

PENDING

261 lvy Place, Orinda
5BD 3.5 BA | 2,846 SqFt
Offered at $2,850,000
261lvy.com

JUST LISTED

3484 Moraga Blvd, Lafayette
Two cottages on one lot

2 BD 1BA +1BD 1BA | 1,500 SqgFt
Offered at $1,495,000

Kurt Piper

925 818 8000

kurtpipergroup.com
DRE 01130308

Compass is a real estate broker licenser
sources deemed reliable but has not been

Kurt Piper Group

Realtor® | Broker Associate

Kurt@KurtPiperGroup.com

d by the State of California and abides
verified. Changes in price, condition, s

PENDING

3337 Carlyle Terrace, Lafayette
3 BD 2 BA | 1,753 SqgFt

Offered at $1,549,000
3337Carlyle.com

PENDING

10 Berkshire Street, Moraga
3 BD 3.5 BA | 2,142 SqgFt
Offered at $1,199,000
10Berkshire.com

JUST LISTED

2051 Ascot Drive #202, Moraga
3 BD 2 BA | 1191 SqFt

Offered at $599,000

COMING SOON

10 Carnoustie, Moraga
4 BD 2.5 BA | 3,424 SqFt
Offered at $1,650,000
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Barb Brawner JD
Realtor
925 212 7672
Barb@BarbBrawner.com
DRE 01922264
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JUST LISTED!

AN ARTISTIC RETREAT
3 BEDROOMS 2 BATHS 2176 SQ FT* .26 ACRE*
BREATHTAKING VIEWS OF MT. DIABLO
FABULOUS SUNNY OUTDOOR LIVING & GARDENS
GREAT CENTRAL LAFAYETTE LOCATION

Brokers/Partners

(925) 323-9955

DRE# 01407784 *per public records
ashley@ashleybattersby.com
@ashleybattersbyhome

E Ashley & Patricia Battersby
5l

&

It’s Village. Of Course.
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Lamorinda Weekly
reporter honored for
dedication to accuracy
and in-depth reporting

Pippa Fisher

After nearly five years serv-
ing as the Lafayette city re-
porter for Lamorinda Weekly
—and always one of the last
people sitting in the back tak-
ing notes during city council
meetings — Pippa Fisher, who
announced her retirement
from the paper in late March,
was presented with a procla-
mation by members of the
Lafayette City Council during
its April 12 meeting thanking
her for her hard work and
dedication to making complex
issues understandable.
“Journalism and profes-

sional (trustworthy) me-
dia/press is in my opinion, the
most important pillar of pub-
lic governance. What the
Lamorinda Weekly and Pippa
have done for our city is be-
yond words,” Council Mem-
ber Cam Burks wrote about
Fisher in an email. “I for one
am extraordinarily grateful to
them both for what they con-
tinue to provide to our con-
stituents and fellow neigh-
bors; even in our world filled
with so many ways to com-
municate, more people look
for that color newspaper in
their driveway every other
Tuesday night, than I could
ever imagine.”

City Council members of-
fered their thanks to Fisher,
which coincidentally hap-
pened toward the end of the
meeting. Council Member
Gina Dawson ended her com-
ments with an apology to
Fisher: “Sorry to keep you to
the bitter end.”

—J. Wake
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KEITH
KATZMAN

I'M SELLING LAMORINDA!

Moraga resident since 1966.
Sucessfully selling real estate
for over 35 years.
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925.376.717T7
keith.katzman@compass.com
DRE # 00875484

LLLC reopens doors thanks
to foundation efforts
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Photo provided

Author Erik Larson presenting his book, “Dead Wake,” to the
Lafayette Library and Learning Center Foundation audience

several years ago.

By Diane Claytor

Libraries are once again open
for browsing and checking out
books. They may look a little
different, Beth Needle, execu-
tive director of the Lafayette
Library and Learning Center
Foundation (LLLCF) reports.
Chairs have been removed,
computer stations have been
placed further apart and, for
now, there are no in-person
story times or programs.
“But,” Needle says, “you can
once again talk to a librarian
and look for books you want
to read.”

The LLLCF was estab-
lished to ensure that the
Lafayette Library remains a
vibrant resource for the local
community, providing fund-
ing for programs and, accord-
ing to Sarah Blumenfeld,
LLLCF’s development and
programs director, helping to
keep the lights on and the
doors open. “The Foundation
contributes 52% of the li-
brary’s annual budget,” she
notes, while the county con-
tributes 34%. When the li-
brary is open, the county pro-
vides 35 hours of open library
time per week; LLLCF funding
adds another 19 open hours
every week.

The Foundation has raised
money to update the old com-
puter lab, expanding it into a
multi-purpose tech lab which,
Blumenfeld says, is more of a
STEAM lab than a fixed com-
puter station room, complete
with a 3-D printer. LLLCF has
also updated and enlarged the
children’s area of the library.

Pre-pandemic, the
Lafayette library hosted close
to 1,000 programs a year, at-
tracting more than 35,000
people. By reinventing them-
selves during the past year
with the introduction of the
County’s Front Door Service,
an average of 10,000 items
were checked out every
month from just the Lafayette
library and “demand for on-
line materials increased about
400%,” Blumenfeld reports.
“Libraries have remained rel-
evant because of the pro-
gramming they’re doing.

“Before COVID, many of
our programs would fill the
Community Hall, which holds
200 people. During COVID,
we’ve actually attracted up to
500 people via Zoom to some
of our programs,” Blumenfeld
happily states. “The library
promotes lifelong learning,”
Needle adds.

... continued on Page A10

ANOTHER VERY HAPPY CLIENT

Pending
Represented Buyer
27 Ramona Drive, Orinda

We have more buyers than sellers. If you were ever
thinking about selling, the time has come.

As always, | am here to help ... | listen and | care!
I'm selling homes fast! Yours could be next!
Call me for a no obligation visit!

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Num-
ber 01866771. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but
has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy

of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

Correction: In the April 14 Lamorinda Weekly article,
“City of Lafayette pays legal fees award following Brown
Act violation,” the amount paid was $113,118 (minus
credit for costs), not $133,118.

Lafayette
Public

vt Meetings
City Council

Regular Meeting

Monday, May 10, 7 p.m.
Teleconference via City of Lafayette's

You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Planning Commission
Meeting

Monday, May 3, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Design Review

Wednesday, April 28, 7 p.m. Zoom
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube
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Breathtaking. Brilliant. Beauty.

2y
.
®
©

Coming Soon in Orinda
4 Bedrooms + detached office | 2.5 Baths | 2,538% Square Feet | 1x Acre

Built on a stunning 1+ acre property that reflects
the picturesque and ever-changing views of the
Orinda Valley and the reservoir, this modern-
style beauty offers considerable privacy,
an abundance of interior natural lighting,
unparalleled views, and meticulous custom
appointments including a cedar infinity hot tub,
gorgeous IPE decks, and a wine cellar. This sleek
and spectacular turn-key home is the essence
of sophisticated Orinda living. Understated
from street view, one must enter the home to

l experience the beauty within.

. . Call for more information!
Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives . .
925.285.8336
brydonivesteam.com .
DRE 01408025 | 01367466 BRYDON&IVES

ERAL DSRANE Pl &id
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See public meetings schedule on this
pages and check online for agendas,
meeting notes and announcements
Town of Moraga:
www.moraga.ca.us

Phone: (925) 888-7022

Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org

Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org
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Town Council

Wednesday, April 28, 7 p.m.
Planning Commission:
Tuesday, May 4, 7 p.m.,

Park and Recreation
Commission:

Tuesday, May 17, 7 p.m.,
Moraga School District Board
Meetings :

Special Board Meeting Tuesday,
May 11, 6 p.m.
www.moraga.kl12.ca.us. See also
AUHSD meeting page A2

Share your thoughts,
insights and opinions with
your community. Send a

letter to the editor:
letters@
lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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EBMUD to begin Moraga Creek Erosion and Flood
Control Project construction

By Vera Kochan

The Canyon Road Bridge area
will see two overlapping pro-
jects this summer. Besides the
bridge’s Phase II construction,
the East Bay Municipal Utility
District will begin its Season 1
stabilization of the hillsides
below Augusta Drive and ad-
jacent to the Moraga Creek.
This follows the 2016 and
2017 landslides that occurred
on EBMUD property along-
side homes in the Moraga
Country Club area.

EBMUD Associate Engi-
neer/Project Manager Samuel
Gambino and Manager of En-
gineering Services Elizabeth
Bialek gave a game plan pre-
sentation during the April 14
town council meeting.

Using stitch piers that will
penetrate through the slide
plane and function as dowels
between the sliding mass and
underlying stable ground, a
retaining wall system will be
installed that will stabilize the
hillside.

The construction will take
place over two seasons.
EBMUD’s Season 1 will over-
lap with Canyon Road Bridge
Phase II, with the installation
of the lower and upper ends
of the project near the bridge.
Season 2 will continue the in-
stallation of the remaining
portions of the lower and up-

-

Artist’s rendering of completed Moraga Creek Flood Control Project

per walls.

Trees in the area will
need to be removed and
eventually replaced under the
watchful eye of a biological
inspector who will be on site
monitoring potential disrup-
tion of nesting birds. Other
environmental considera-
tions will include the protec-
tion of riparian species such
as raptors, whipsnakes, pond
turtles, red-legged frogs, and
tiger salamanders. To that
end, an exclusion fence will
be built around the perimeter

of the site with a one-way
porthole so that animals can
leave the area but not return
until the project is done.

In order to protect the
creek, drainage from the site
will minimize erosion of

stockpiles and adjacent native

soil. There will also be tem-
porary measures to prevent
discharge of contaminated
stormwater during construc-
tion, which may contain soil,
sediment and concrete
residue.

The contractor will be re-

Image courtesy EBMUD

quired to control noise and
vibration levels during con-
struction by muffling equip-
ment, selecting quieter
equipment or erecting noise
barriers. Vibration will be
monitored so as not to exceed
threshold levels.

Season 1 is expected to be-
gin this summer and end in the
fall. Work hours will be Monday
through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5
p-m. For more information
visit:
www.ebmud.com/moragacreek.

Comcast outage interrupts Moraga Town Council meeting a second time

By Vera Kochan

In the space of nearly two
months, Comcast internet
outages have disrupted ser-
vice not only to residents in
the Lamorinda area, but have
caused confusion, aborted
service and television screens
to broadcast test patterns
during a couple of Moraga’s
town council meetings.

The first incident of note
was during the Feb. 10 discus-
sion of the Bellavista subdivi-
sion improvements. Both
Mayor Mike McCluer and
Council Member Teresa On-
oda disappeared from the
Zoom broadcast. Any viewers
who retained their internet
service were informed that it
was a Comcast issue by Police
Chief Jon King. McCluer and
Onoda were eventually able to
phone in to the meeting,
which was adjourned early
due to the difficulty in con-
ducting town business in that
manner.

The second, and most re-
cent interruption, occurred
during the April 14 meeting
when Vice Mayor Steve
Woehleke disappeared from
the Zoom screen. He, too, was
eventually able to rejoin via
phone. In both instances,
Town Clerk Marty McInturf
and Administrative Assistant
Mary Jane Muller scrambled
to record the meetings, in one
form or another, for eventual
viewing/audio playback by
the public.

Silicon Connections Presi-
dent Mark Dahlen, whose
company is the town offices’
internet service provider,
stated that many of his clients
throughout the Lamorinda
area, Emeryville and even the
San Francisco Peninsula had
lost their Comcast internet
connection. He speculated
that recent, sporadic outages
could be due to so many peo-
ple still working from home,
school kids performing online
assignments and an over-

usage of Zoom. He explained
that Comcast does have
backup generators on utility
poles that are capable of de-
livering service for up to eight
hours, but thieves have been
known to abscond with them
on a regular basis.

According to a CNN news
report in 2015, fiber optic in-
ternet cables in the San Fran-
cisco Bay Area were cut so of-
ten that year that the FBI
joined the investigation. Ac-
cording to the report, 11 inci-
dents happened in the space
of seven months, noting, “The
individuals may appear to be
normal telecommunications
maintenance workers or pos-
sess tools consistent with that
job role.”

Downdetector.com stated
that on April 14, 88% of issues
reported by Comcast cus-
tomers were internet related.
Television disruption was 5%
and total blackout involved
5%.

Comcast Senior Director

of External Communications
for California, Joan Hammel,
could give no details as to the
Feb. 10 outage, “It’s possible it
was related to routine main-
tenance of our network.”
However, Hammel was able to
give more information on the
more recent April 14 disrup-
tion. “The outage was caused
by a vehicle incident that
damaged our system. Our ser-
vices started being disrupted
at about 3 p.m. and services
started being restored at
about 8 p.m. that same
evening. Roughly 20,000 cus-
tomers in the East Bay were
impacted. As always, we apol-
ogize for any service disrup-
tion for our customers. It is
important for folks to sign up
on the Xfinity MyAccount
App. That is so useful, because
they can access pertinent,
timely information about the
status of their services.”

The exact address of the
vehicle incident, according to
Hammel, was in a residential

area of Walnut Creek. The
Walnut Creek Police Depart-
ment Public Log disclosed that
the incident occurred “Time:
142602” involving “utility.”
The old adage, “Misery
loves company” couldn’t be
truer in today’s internet-
dependent society. Fastmet-
rics, a San Francisco Bay Area
internet service provider, has
some tongue-in-cheek sugges-
tions for things to do when
the internet is down: “Cry in
the mirror; yell at your inter-
net provider; nervously pace
back and forth; repeatedly
click refresh; complain to
your local congressman; paint
your feelings; stagger outside,
become confused and disori-
ented by 'real world'; ask God
‘Why me?’; stay calm by as-
suming the fetal position and
humming quietly; and fill that
nagging pit of despair in your
stomach with donuts.”

6 BD | 4 BA | 3,668 sq.ft. + 185 sq.ft. Bonus Room, “The Cave,”
Next to Pool | .56 acres | Offered at $2,850,000

. 0°0
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925.586.3442

TaraRochlin.com
DRE 01330630

Tara Rochlin

TaraRochlin@gmail.com

Sunrise to Sunset Views...Everyday!
54 Fieldbrook Place, Moraga

galore!

Some of what you will love about this one of a kind home:

Breathtaking views
Quiet cul de sac location
Fabulous spaces to entertain - for large and intimate gatherings
Abundant fruit and nut trees...almonds, meyer lemon, grapefruit, lime,
apple fig, avocado & pomegranate
Master retreat with private Bullfrog hot tub just steps from the French doors
Ensuite private guest room/in-law/au pair
Solar power & Tesla Home Battery
Front row seat to the annual Moraga Fireworks display
Access to Lamorinda’s Award Winning Schools: Los Perales, Joaquin
Moraga Intermediate & Miramonte High School
Close to town, restaurants, coffee, the brewery and hiking and biking trails

See photos, video and floor plan at 54FieldbrookPlace.com

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for infor-mational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price,
condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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EXPERIENCE MATTERS

Linda Ehrich
Realtor

93 Moraga Way

Orinda, CA 94543
925.698.1452
Linda@LindaEhrich.com

wiwwi, LindaEhrich. com \/i
DRES 071330098

Page: A5

Summer Program
Registration

LINDA EHRICH

Now Open
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Canyon Road Brldge S Phase II construction underway

Image courtesy Moraga Public Works Department

Artist’s rendering of completed new Canyon Road Bridge

By Vera Kochan

The original Canyon Road
Bridge, built in 1936, that con-
nected Moraga with Canyon
over the San Leandro Creek,
was replaced by a temporary
bridge following a damaging
landslide that occurred near
the area in 2017. Last year saw
the completion of Phase I (in-
stallation of the new inbound
lane) and the removal of the
temporary bridge. The project
was put on hold during the
winter months in considera-
tion of potentially
construction-disruptive rain,
which never really proved a
factor this past season.

A Phase II update to the
town council on April 14 was
delivered by Public Works Di-

rector/Town Engineer Shawn
Knapp, who briefly outlined
the upcoming project’s con-
tinuation. The new construc-
tion will address the installa-
tion of the outbound lane over
the creek, while the founda-
tion of the temporary bridge
will remain, for now, to help
secure and protect the new
permanent bridge.
Additional features to the
finished project will include
pedestrian lighting, bike lanes,
and a reopening of the
Lafayette-Moraga Regional
Trail between Valle Vista to
Westchester (this pedestrian
bridge section of the trail was
closed by the town due to the
landslide movement). An

overall landscaping and
restoration of the site project
will follow. Phase II is ex-
pected to be completed some-
time in November.

According to Knapp’s pre-
sentation, the Highway Bridge
Program’s approved costs, as
of March 12, totaled
$11,937,250. HBP will fund
$10,568,047 and Contra Costa
Transportation Authority
Measure ] - Major Streets
Funding will contribute
$76,442 toward design and
$362,000 for construction. The
town is budgeting to use
$780,000 from its Measure |
(Return to Source) toward its
contribution of costs.

Moraga Chamber hestows 2020 Business & Nonprofit of the Year honors

-
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Award presentation to Canyon Club Brewery, from left: Moraga Chamber
member Ron Haas, owner Kevin Hamilton, Chamber member Peggy Hall, CCB
employee Kirsten Popcke, Chamber members Larry Tessler and Hannah

Mattioda.

Moraga Chamber of Commerce
board member Ron Haas (left)
presents award to Moraga Rotary
president Brian South.

By Vera Kochan

After an incredibly difficult year, dur-
ing which time the entire world re-
configured itself, the Moraga Chamber
of Commerce picked up where it left
off by awarding this year's Business of
the Year honors to Canyon Club Brew-
ery and Nonprofit of the Year acco-
lades to the Rotary Club of Moraga.

The Chamber’s criteria for nomi-
nation are: Practice good business
strategies; support the Moraga com-
munity; serve as a good business role
model; have good customer relation-
ships; demonstrate ethical business
practices; and be a member in good
standing.

One of the newest businesses in
town, Canyon Club Brewery located at
1558 Canyon Road, has quickly made
its philanthropic mark in the commu-
nity. Since opening its doors in July
2019, owner and Lamorinda resident
Kevin Hamilton has used his signature
product, beer, as the catalyst for many
fundraising endeavors.

In October, CCB had created 25
kegs of a custom blend beer to serve
across the Bay Area. All proceeds went
to Notes for Hope in their mission to
support breast cancer prevention. In
the early days of shelter-in-place
mandates, when folks were home do-

ing a lot of baking and supplies were
running low at grocery stores, CCB
created Pop-up Bodega. Because they
were able to get regular deliveries
from suppliers, CCB decided to order
ingredients that were becoming
scarce such as flour, chocolate chips,
yeast, eggs, brown sugar, etc. Eventu-
ally, they also sold hand sanitizer
(their own blend), gloves and the most
coveted item of all - toilet paper. They
even gave away a roll of TP with every
to-go order.

CCB had also teamed with Cam-
polindo Football Moms for Diversity
and the Campolindo football team to
hold an in-house fundraiser whereby
10% of all proceeds from the evening
was donated to the Diversity and In-
clusion Program.

They regularly partner with Saint
Mary’s College for the school’s
fundraising efforts; are involved in
brewing a signature beer for the Ales
for ALS cause; and are working with
former Oakland A’s manager Tony
LaRussa’s Animal Rescue Foundation
(ARF) to develop a special beer. Any-
one who adopts a rescue animal
should take a photo and submit it for
consideration onto the beer’s label.

Hamilton was shocked when
members of the Chamber showed up
at CCB with a plaque presentation: “It
was really nice! When things got bad
with COVID, it was the town of Moraga
that kept us afloat. The town really
saved us, and I think Moraga deserves
this award.” Where is the plaque
now? “It’s in our manager’s office. We
haven’t found a permanent place for it
yet. We’ll probably build a wall where
we can display it along with newspa-
per articles about us.” For more infor-
mation about Canyon Club Brewery
visit: www.canyonclub.works.

Nonprofit of the Year honors went
to the Rotary Club of Moraga. Histori-
cally, the global Rotary organization
has been around for more than 110
years with a “network of 1.2 million
neighbors, friends, leaders and
problem-solvers who see a world
where people unite and take action to
create lasting change — across the
globe, in our communities, and in
ourselves.” There are over 35,000
clubs worldwide working to promote
peace; grow local economies; fight
disease; support education; save
mothers and children; and provide

clean water, sanitation and hygiene.

Moraga’s Rotary was established
in 1967 and has assuredly done its
duty in upholding the global organi-
zation’s standards. Proceeds from the
Club’s most recent fundraiser, a
Lasagna Dinner, were used toward in-
stalling security cameras at all Moraga
School District campuses by June.
They have also been collecting dona-
tions to equip all 110 classrooms with
medical Kits.

Additional community support
comes in the form of: Funding and
building the All-Access Children’s
Playground at Moraga Commons Park;
annually funding the Brother Albert

Rahill/Moraga Rotary Endowed Schol-
arship at Saint Mary’s College; provide
two scholarships to the Camp Royal
Leadership Camp; provide three Cam-
polindo Senior Student College Schol-
arships; annually make over 300
Christmas stockings for children in
Juvenile Hall; donate to the Moraga
Education Fund; hold Rotary E-Waste
Recycling and Document Shredding
Events; support the Moraga Commu-
nity Faire; award gift certificates to a
Teacher of the Month; and that’s just
on a local level.

.. continued on Page A11
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Just Listed!

3106 Guido Street

2Bed 3 Bath 1422 SqFt
Offered at $895,000

Sale Pending!

1185 Pleasant Hill Circle
5Bed 3 Bath 3,226 Sq Ft
Offered at $2,195,000

Wilder Owners Association sues city over memory care facility

parties to the suit.

The Wilder Owners Asso-
ciation (WOA) maintains that
the city has approved a de-
velopment that violates the
city’s own general plan and
municipal code in multiple

By Sora O'Doherty

Shone Armstrong, the attor-
ney for the Wilder Owners
Association, filed a petition
on March 9 for a writ of man-

date in the superior court of
Contra Costa County. The pe-
tition asks the court to set
aside the city’s approval of
the Countryhouse Memory
Care facility to be built at 1
Wilder Road by Agemark
Corporation. 101 Upton Part-
ners, LLC, and AMG & Associ-
ates LLC, are also named as

ways, in addition to violating
state law. The case maintains
that the city improperly certi-
fied the environmental im-
pact report for the project,
which it alleges is inconsis-
tent with the city’s general
plan.

The project has been in

the works for many years,
and went through a number
of reviews by the city that re-
sulted in changes to arrive at
the approved project that
consists of 38 assisted living
units in a one- to two-story,
32,084-square-foot congregate
care facility on the lot be-

tween Wilder Road and High-
way 24. Upon approval by the

Orinda Planning Commission,

the WOA appealed to the city

council, which dismissed the
appeal following a hearing on

it in November 2020 that was

continued to January 2021.

The petition now filed
opposes the project on many
grounds, including that it vio-
lates the integrity of the open
area beside Highway 24,
which has been designated a
scenic highway. Petitioners
maintain that the project is
inconsistent with the general
plan and violates the Califor-
nia Environmental Quality
Act.

The petition asks that the
court issue a preemptory writ
of mandate directing the city

to vacate and set aside their
decision, issue a stay, a tem-
porary restraining order, and
injunctions restraining the
respondents, which includes
the builder, from moving for-
ward with the development.
The petition further seeks
costs and attorney fees.

No hearing dates have
been scheduled at this time.
The petitioner has asked that
the city prepare an adminis-
trative record of its actions to
date.

Orinda follows other Bay Area cities; combines housing element
with downtown planning

By Sora O'Doherty

Given the overlap between
the Orinda Downtown Precise
Plan, being developed by
staff, and the upcoming hous-
ing element, the city council
agreed to streamline the
process by combining certain
elements of the two plans.
This should result in some
cost savings, but also in a de-
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lay of completion of the DPP.
The council also decided to
expand its current downtown
development subcommittee
to additionally cover the
housing element. The two
council members who are
currently on the downtown
development subcommittee,
Inga Miller and Nick Kosla,
were willing to take on the
additional HE work. The
council also approved the re-
quest for proposals for a con-
sultant on the draft housing
element.

Orinda staff have been
working on the DPP for some
time now. The city initially
thought to outsource the pro-
ject, but failing to receive sat-
isfactory responses to a re-
quest for proposals, it was
decided that staff could un-
dertake the work. The DPP is
intended to establish objec-
tive building standards for
downtown Orinda. The plan
is part of an effort to develop
Orinda’s downtown but is
also intended to put in place
objective standards that
would give the city some con-
trol in the event that Califor-
nia passes legislation remov-

ing some planning discretion
from local government.

The state requires that
the HE be updated every eight

years, with each city, town

and county receiving a new
RHNA number (the Regional
Housing Needs Allocation) or

the number of new homes
that must be planned for dur-

ing the planning period. The
current HE is the fifth cycle,
adopted in May of 2015.

Orinda’s RHNA number
for the planning period 2015-
23 was 227 units. The sixth
cycle must be adopted by Jan-
uary 2023 for the planning
period of 2023 through 2031.
Orinda’s draft RHNA number
is 1,359 units, although a final
number is expected later this
year.

Staff suggested to the city
council that because the ele-
ments of the HE and the DPP
are either overlapping or
complimentary, the two pro-

jects could be coordinated. In

particular, the California En-
vironmental Quality Act
analysis and the safety ele-
ment could be coordinated,
and the downtown subcom-
mittee could be expanded to

include the HE, in addition to
the DPP. One CEQA analysis
and one Environmental Im-
pact Report will be less costly,
without the risk of duplicate
efforts, and housing opportu-
nity sites for both the DPP
and the HE could be
coordinated.

The council agreed with
staff. An RFP will be issued
by the end of the month, and
there will be a joint workshop
of the city council and the
planning commission on May
11 to include such topics as an
introduction to the housing
element, a more refined
schedule for the HE and the
DPP, and preliminary analysis
of the RHNA units and sites
inventory. The workshop will
be led by Jennifer Gastelum of
Placeworks, who is currently
assisting the city with HE pre-
work such as site analysis.

At an earlier meeting on
April 13, Orinda Planning Di-
rector Drummond Buckley
introduced the staff report.
He explained that work on
the DPP started in January of
last year and completion was
expected by the end of this
year or early next year. Fol-

lowing the issuance of the
RFP, staff expects a consultant
to begin work late June or
early July. Factoring in a po-
tential four-month review pe-
riod by the California Depart-
ment of Housing and Com-
munity Development, the HE
must be adopted by Decem-
ber 2022. New city manager
David Biggs told the council
that the consultant hired will
stay up to date on legislation
to watch for potential impacts
on the HE.

In public comment, Nick
Warranoff emphasized that
coordinating the DPP with the
HE was his idea. “Given the
overwhelming clarity of the
presentation, coordination is
the better option,” he said,
adding, “One could be sur-
prised that it took a private
citizen to suggest it.”

Mayor Amy Worth
pointed out that the housing
element is an unfunded state
mandate, which means that
while communities are re-
quired by the state to comply,
they receive no funding to do
so by the state.

Student activism welcomed by Orinda City
Council; Styrofoam ban ordinance to follow

By Sora O’Doherty

A student group from Mira-
monte High School has been
persistent in urging the
Orinda City Council to ban
Styrofoam takeout food and

beverage containers, and the

council has agreed to intro-
duce an ordinance. The stu-
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dents, including Devon
Bradley, Sheng Shu, Leo Car-
doza, Joseph Manio, and
Alexis DeBusschere are
members of the Miramonte
Environmental Club that has
been running a community-
funded project launched last
July to promote environmen-
tal sustainability and help
restaurants during the pan-
demic. The group has been
donating compostable take-
out supplies to restaurants
since July, and they believe
they can continue to help
restaurants until the pro-
posed ban takes effect.
Styrofoam is not recy-
clable or compostable, de-
composes in landfills, pro-
duced methane, and ends up
in the ocean where it is con-
sumed by animals that may
eventually be consumed by
people. There is an existing
ban at the county level and
10 cities within the county
also ban use of the material,
including nearby Lafayette
and Walnut Creek. The stu-
dents propose that Orinda
ban the retail use of Styro-
foam takeout food containers

=
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and cups, with some excep-
tions, including pre-
packaged items, and Styro-
foam ice chests.

In their presentation, the
students said that Styrofoam
contributes to the hole in the
ozone layer and leaches into
food from containers, espe-
cially when used for hot or
fatty foods. This can lead to
the consumption of styrene,
a possible human carcinogen
or neurotoxin. Only four
restaurants were found to be
using Styrofoam containers:
Europa, Serika, Baja Cali and
Sushi Island.

In response to a question
from Mayor Amy Worth, the
students talked about Project
HEART, which stands for
Help Environment Assist
Restaurant Takeout. The pro-
ject helps the restaurants by
supplying compostable sup-
plies, and the students be-
lieve that they could con-
tinue to help by supplying
free supplies for a certain
period using funds raised by
their GoFundMe campaign.

All of the city council
members commended the

City Council Regular Meeting:
Tuesday, May 4, 7 p.m. By Teleconference Only
Planning Commission
Tuesday, May 11, 7 p.m. By Teleconference Only

students on their sustained
effort. Members of the pub-
lic, including Nick Waranoff
and Latika Malkani, also
praised the students and
their project. Mayor Worth
added her praise for Mira-
monte public speaking
teacher Christine Plant who
inspired the students. Wara-
noff offered to help draft the
ordinance and Malkani of-
fered to publicize the Go-
FundMe campaign. Senior
Planner Adam Foster, who
presented the staff report,
told the council that he was
working for the city of
Lafayette at the time that
they adopted their Styrofoam
ban, and could work on de-
veloping the ordinance for
Orinda, drawing from other
local ordinances.

Council Member Nick
Kosla wondered if the city
could conduct a buy-back
program to remove Styro-
foam from the city, and if
there is any safe way to dis-
pose of it. Staff will bring the
ordinance to a city council
meeting for action soon.
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Volunteers needed for
Citizens’ Bond Oversight Committee

*#% 2 Community At-Large Member positions open ***
The Independent Citizens’ Bond Oversight Committee (CBOC) will:

* Inform the public about expenditures of bond
proceeds from recently passed Measures E & I.

* Review expenditures to ensure bond proceeds are
spent for authorized purposes.

* Provide an annual report to the Board of Trustees

CBOC Member Terms and Meeting Information

Terms of service are two years, and no CBOC member may
serve more than three consecutive terms. CBOC meetings must
occur at least once per year and will not exceed quarterly.

For more information or to request an application, contact
Kathy Schwarz at kschwarz@orinda.k12.ca.us or (925) 258-6200.
Deadline to apply is 4:30 p.m. on May 14, 2021.

925-377-0977

LAMORINDA WEEKLY Page: A7

Integrity

Frank Woodward

Realtor®, Luxury Property Specialist

T. 925.788.4963

It’s a Great Time to Sell a Home!

The current strong seller’s market continues due to low mortgage
rates, limited supply of homes and steady buyer demand for all
that beautiful Lamorinda has to offer.

Call me today for an accurate property evaluation. Use my 20+ years
of local real estate success to obtain the highest return on your sale.

Knowledge

Results

COLDWELL BANKER
REALTY

E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com

©2021 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing
Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor
sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Toris Yeager feeds ducks at the Wagner Ranch Nature Area.

By Sora O'Doherty

Excitement is building at
Wagner Ranch Nature Area,
a site for outdoor learning
next to Wagner Ranch Ele-
mentary School in Orinda,
where OUSD students have
come back to outdoor learn-
ing at reduced numbers and
some interesting projects are
taking shape. There will be
six weeks of summer camps,
and a new project is hoped to
provide revenue for the na-
ture area.

The nature area is
staffed by teacher and natu-
ralist Toris Yeager and many
volunteers who come each
Sunday to work in the gar-
den. Volunteers may be
children or adults, and come
from groups such as the Boys
Team Charity, the National
Charity League, Others First
Middle School and the Mira-
monte Environmental Club.
For many years Eagle Scouts
have built projects at the na-
ture area, such as bridges
and bat boxes, which were
found to house many bats
last year when a controlled
burn of the meadow at the
nature area was undertaken.
Boy Scouts recently enjoyed
an overnight at the nature
area.

Starting earlier this year,
the nature area has been of-
fering abbreviated versions
of its usual programs, in-
cluding Animal Camp, Ran-
cho Days, and Pioneer Days
to all students in the Orinda
Union School District area
four days per week. Limited
to 14 students at a time, the
programs have been running
on an alternating Mon-

day/Wednesday, Tues-
day/Thursday schedule.

Dr. Reg Barrett, a profes-
sor emeritus at UC Berkeley
and a board member of the
Friends of the Nature Area,
has just begun conducting a
year-long wildlife study pro-
ject using motion sensitive
cameras with about 12 high
school students from four
schools. The nature area is
home to birds of prey, song-
birds, ducks, bats, turtles,
red-legged frogs, lizards,
snakes, coyotes, opossums,
brush rabbits and raccoons.

Another board member
of the Friends, Jane Voll has
been putting together richly
detailed focus folders, start-
ing with redwood trees, for
teachers and interested visi-
tors to the nature area. An-
other folder on oak trees is
under development.

Arman Marchiel, an
alumnus of the nature area
who is now at UC Berkeley is
preparing the olive grove for
harvesting as an academic
project. Itis hoped that the
grove will produce oil that
can be sold to increase rev-
enues devoted to the nature
area.

Volunteers have been
busy planting seeds, and
seedlings are filling the
greenhouse at the nature
area, soon to be planted out
into the carefully tended
beds. Yeager is on hand to
teach volunteers, many of
whom are children, about
the plants. For example, the
three sisters refers to the in-
digenous crops corn, beans
and squash. The three sisters
not only help us, but they
help each other. Corn sup-

The Three Sisters who help each other. Corn, beans and
squash help each other grow and help you when you eat them!

Photos Sora O’Doherty

ports the beans, and squash
plants shade the roots of the
others.

Yeager loves working
with young people. She be-
lieves that they are going to
lead, “they have the passion.”
There are three high school
students, sometimes four, on
the board of the Friends,
who are very dedicated, and
come every Sunday to volun-
teer, Yeager says. Two of the
students attend Miramonte,
one attends Monte Vista in
Danville. Mallika Dan-
damundi, represents Mira-
monte and Talia Sandher
represents Monte Vista. An-
other young volunteer is
Bretti Morici, who isn’t on
the board, but her mother,
Yvonne Morici, works and
teaches with Yeager. Morici
built all the wire covers on
the raised beds in the
garden.

All fourth-grade students
in the district recently con-
cluded Native Studies at the
nature area.

Third-graders are taking
Animal Camp. Pioneer Days
for fifth-graders ended in
March.

The nature area will now
be offering after school pro-
grams. While the nature
area will not provide lunch,
the children bring their
lunches. They maintain 3
feet of separation with
masks on, 6 feet with masks
off to eat their lunches.

The Summer Camp pro-
gram will begin on June 7,
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. every
day for children ages 5 to 12.
Another session is scheduled
for three weeks in July be-
ginning July 12. Currently
the nature area is limited to
14 children at a time, but
Yeager is hopeful that the
number will be increased
soon, perhaps to 20. In the
future there are plans for an
open house at the end of
September, but more details
will be made public later.

The natural area is sup-
ported in part by the Friends
of the Wagner Ranch Nature
Area, as well as the Orinda
Union School District. More
info can be located on the
Friends of the Wagner Ranch
Nature Area website,
www.fwrna.org
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MOEFD board adopts Community Wildfire Protection Plan,
chipper program expansion
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By Jennifer Wake

Following an incredibly dry
winter, warnings of a devas-
tating fire season ahead be-
came all too real after the
April 21 declaration of a
drought emergency by Gov.
Gavin Newsom for Sonoma
and Mendocino counties. The
Moraga-Orinda Fire District
mitigation efforts are contin-

g
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uing to move forward. The
MOFD board of directors
adopted the Community
Wildfire Protection Plan at its
April 21 meeting, after hold-
ing three community meet-
ings to gather public input -
one in Orinda Jan. 21, in
Canyon Jan. 28 and in Moraga
Feb. 4 — as well as several
others held with community
stakeholders.

The 65-page CWPP will
offer a roadmap and a useful
tool for the current year and
will make the district “more
effective and efficient in our
ongoing efforts to reduce the
community’s risk to loss from
uncontrolled wildfire,” said
MOFD Fire Chief Dave
Winnacker.

A portion of the mitiga-
tion efforts outlined in the
CWPP involve the chipper
program, in which MOFD
schedules services for fuel
mitigation, responds to citi-
zen inquiries regarding the
program, and trains and su-
pervises a two-person crew.
MOFD has offered to manage
the addition of one two-
person crew assigned to the
city of Orinda, without any
additional charge for over-
head and supervision. Ac-
cording to a staff report, the
city will reimburse the dis-
trict for the direct costs asso-
ciated with the Orinda as-
signed crew.

“Seems to me it’s a no
brainer,” said Director Jon
Jex. “You’re doubling the

chipping service that’s des-
perately needed and de-

manded by the community at
large, at no cost to the district

other than coordinating,

which basically eliminates the

confusion ... in how you ex-
plain which chipper is going
where.”

Staffing the chipper pro-
gram has become challeng-
ing, according to Winnacker
who said they were compet-
ing for labor with other enti-
ties that were perceived as
more prestigious or offered a
step up to being hired. “In
November we had a robust

list,” said Winnacker, but staff

have since left to pursue
other employment opportu-
nities. Given MOFD’s chal-
lenge of hiring and maintain-

ing fuel mitigation specialists,

an option was presented to
the board to contract with a
third party vendor. “It will
come at a cost,” Winnacker
said, “but the value to the
community and avoiding two
competing chipper programs

.. make that worthwhile.”

In response to Treasurer

Steven Danziger’s question if
existing staff can handle the
workload involved, the chief
said, “This is a good use of re-
sources and the efficiency of
running a single program
that’s currently established.
It’s hard to overstate the
value of harnessing that effi-
ciency and putting an addi-
tional chipper in service
within the same system.” The
board unanimously approved
the chipper program
expansion.

In addition to the chipper
program, the CWPP offers ex-
tensive guidance to reduce
structure ignitability and fuel
hazards as well as detailing
strategies for reducing risk
within the Wildland Urban
Interface.

The Draft CWPP will now
be presented to the County
Board of Supervisors and Cal-
Fire SCU. Upon their adoption
and approval, the CWPP will
go into effect. According to
Winnacker, “[District 2 Su-
pervisor] Candace Andersen’s
office has been heavily in-
volved in the process.”

To view the entire CWPP, visit https://www.mofd.org/our-district/fuels-mitigation-fire-prevention/community-wildfire-protection-plan-cwpp. For other fire safety
information, visit Fire Safe Council (www.firesafecouncil.org); California Fire Alliance (www.cafirealliance.org); or FireWise (www.firewisesa.org.za/index.php)

Share your thoughts, insights

and opinions

with your community.
Send a letter to the editor:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com

fingerprints; images were cap-
tured on CCTV and security
videos. Owner Susie Reem be-
lieves that the criminals may
have been using drugs for some
time nightly after the 76 gas sta-
tion across Moraga Way closed.
Nations Giant Hamburgers,
which was open until 1 a.m.,
was not hit. Alex Masarweh,

Four Orinda restaurants burglarized in
early hours

Four restaurants in Orinda were
burglarized between 1 and 2
a.m. on April 24. The affected
businesses had little cash on
hand - only coins - but the bur-
glars broke glass doors and stole
registers or cash drawers. The
thieves hit Maya, Europa, Reem's
Steaks and Loard's Ice Cream. At
least one wore no gloves and left

owner of Maya's, was philo-
sophical; this wasn't the first
time he'd been burglarized. But
he said, “This was my first day
off in two months, and look
where I am!” He watched as the
broken glass was being re-
placed.

- S. O’Doherty

Board of Directors
Wednesday, May 19, 6 p.m.

ConFire
Board of Directors
Tuesday, May 18, 1 p.m.

Fire District Public Meetings

Moraga-Orinda Fire District

For meeting times and agendas, visit www.mofd.org

For meeting times and agendas, visit www.cccfpd.org

Public Safety

Emergency response:

Emergency: 24 Hours

Police Dispatch: 24 Hours
925-284-5010

911

Nixle: Text your zip code to 888777

or go to www.nixle.com
Lafayette Police Department:

3471 Mt. Diablo Blvd. 925-283-3680

Chief of Police, Ben Alldritt
925-299-3221

Police Department Tip Line
94549Tip@gmail.com

Police Department Traffic Issues
94549Traffic@gmail.com

Moraga Police Department:

329 Rheem Blvd., 925-888-7055

Chief of Police, Jon King ext. 7049

Orinda Police Department:

22 Orinda Way 925-254-6820

Chief of Police, David M. Cook

925-254-6820

Orindatip@cityoforinda.org

Lafayette Police
Department

Incident

Summary

Report

April 4 - April 17

Alarms 32
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 14
Traffic 71
Suspicious Circumstances 9
Suspicious Subject 16
Suspicious Vehicle 16
Service to Citizen 23

Patrol Req./Security Check 44
Pubic/School Assembly Check

—_

Supplemental Report 18
Vacation House Check 10
Welfare Check 18
Ordinance Violation 6
Vehicle violations

Accident Property

3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
80 Block David Dr., Moraga

Hit And Run Misdemeanor
3300 Block Deer Hill Rd.
Police Department

Mt. Diablo Blvd./Mountain View Dr.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

1St St./Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)
Reckless Driving

Hastings Ct./Hilltop Dr.

Happy Valley Rd./Deer Hill Rd.

St Marys Rd./Rohrer Dr.

3300 Block Springhill Rd.

Mt. Diablo Blvd./El Nido Ranch Rd.
Other criminal activity
Commercial Burglary

3400 Block Golden Gate Wy
Computer Fraud

100 Block Secluded PI.
Fraud Credit Card

3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3200 Block Ameno Dr.
Fraud False Pretenses

10 Block Toledo Ct.

4100 Block Coralee Ln.
Grand Theft

3100 Block Teigland Rd.
Grand Theft From Vehicle

900 Block Condit Ct.

3200 Block Ameno Dr.
Identity Theft

3200 Block Ameno Dr.
Petty Theft

1000 Block Brown Ave.

3700 Block Sundale Rd.

10 Block Hilldale Rd.

700 Block Old Jonas Hill Rd.

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

30 Block Sanford Ln.

3100 Block Sunridge Ct.
Petty Theft From Vehicle

3900 Block Happy Valley Rd.
Residential Burglary

3200 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Shoplift

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (3)

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)
Theft Access Card

3300 Block Ridge Rd.
Warrant Service

20 Block White Oak Dr.
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-domestic

3200 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

100 Block Lafayette Cir.

1000 Block Miller Dr.
Disturbance-fight

Laurel Dr./Garden Ln.
Loud Music

Reliez Valley Rd./Echo Springs Rd.

900 Block Janet Ln.

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Loud Noise

3200 Block Mt. Diablo Ct.

El Curtola Blvd./Old Tunnel Rd.
Loud Party

3300 Block Springhill Rd.

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Public Nuisance

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3200 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. Wy

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)

Oliver Ct./Moraga Rd.
Vandalism

Police Department (2)

3600 Block Boyer Cir.

Other
Covid19 Violation

900 Block Dewing Ave.
Fire/Ems Response Info

900 Block Village Center
Intoxicated Subject

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
K9 Outside Assist Request

400 Block Santander Dr., Sra
Violation Custody Order

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Moraga Police
Department
Incident
Summary
Report

April 6 - April 19
Alarms

911 Calls (includes hang-ups)
Traffic

Suspicious Circumstances
Suspicious Subject
Suspicious Vehicle

1

3

2

S

Service to Citizen 3
Patrol Req./Security Check 2
6

0

5]

2

Supplemental Report
Vacation House Check
Welfare Check
Pubic/School Assembly Check
Vehicle violations
Accident Property
Larch Ave./Canyon Rd.
Auto Burglary
1600 Block Locust St., Wer
Excessive Speed
Canyon/Del La Cruz
Moraga Way/School St. (2)
Moraga Way/Miramonte Dr. (2)
Moraga Way/Ivy Dr. (2)
Moraga Wayy/Zill
Rheem Blvd./Chalda Way
Moraga Rd./Sky Hi
Moraga Rd./Campolindo Dr
Moraga Rd./Corliss Dr.
Moraga Rd./Alta Mesa Dr.
Moraga Rd./Rheem Blvd.
Canyon/Camino Pablo
Rheem Blvd./Stewart Ct.
Moraga Way/Moraga Rd. (2)
Moraga Rd./Lucas Dr.
Reckless Driving
Rheem Blvd./Center St.
Campolindo Dr./Moraga Rd.
Moraga Rd./Canyon Rd.
Tc - Property Damage
Pinehurst Rd./Canyon Rd., Can
Vehicle Theft
Not Available

Other criminal activity
Grand Theft

1400 Block Moraga Way

400 Block Center St.
Identity Theft

10 Block Lynch Ct.
Petty Theft

2100 Block Donald Dr.
Shoplift

1500 Block Canyon Rd.
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbing The Peace

Campolindo High School
Loud Music

10 Block Thune Ave.

Not Available
Loud Noise

Campolindo High School (2)

2100 Block Ascot Dr.
Loud Party

200 Block Paseo Bernal

2000 Block Ascot Dr.
Public Nuisance

Calle La Montanncampolindo D
Vandalism

90 Block Courter Ln. (2)

Moraga Commons Park

Ascot Ct./Ascot Dr.
Other
Brandishing Weapon

200 Block Rheem Blvd.
Mentally I11 Commit

Campolindo High School
Trespass

St. Marys College

ORINDA

Orinda Police Department
Incident Summary

Report

April 11 - April 24

Alarms 38
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 8
Traffic 40
Suspicious Circumstances 1
Suspicious Subject 10
Suspicious Vehicle 7
Service to Citizen 70
Patrol Req./Security Check 71
Supplemental Report 10
Vacation House Check 0
Welfare Check 7

Pubic/School Assembly Check 4
Vehicle violations
Accident Injury
80 Block Dairy Creek Ln.
Camino Pablo/Los Amigos

Accident Property

Miner Rd./Camino Don Miguel

100 Block Orchard Rd.

30 Block Tappan Ln.
Auto Burglary

20 Block Irwin Way (2)
Hit And Run Misdemeanor

10 Block Sunnyside Ct.

10 Block Sunnyside Ln.
Reckless Driving

Wilder Sports Fields

Moraga Way/Glorietta Blvd.,
Tc - Property Damage

Detroit Ave./Monument Blvd., Con
Vehicle Theft

10 Block Charles Hill Cir.

St. Stephens Cir./El Nido Ranch Rd.

600 Block Fox Run
Other criminal activity
Fraud False Pretenses

200 Block Monte Vista Ridge
Grand Theft

10 Block El Camino Moraga

70 Block Charles Hill Rd.
Identity Theft

Police Department

10 Block Santa Maria Way
Panhandling

Camino Pablo
Residential Burglary

70 Block La Cuesta Rd.
Shoplift

Camino Pablo
Warrant Arrest

Coral Dr./Ardith Dr.
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbing The Peace

El Nido Rch Rd./Charles Hill

Bear Creek Rd./Camino Pablo

St. Stephens Dr./Eb Sr 24
Public Nuisance

Camino Sobrante

1 Block Orinda Way

70 Block Coral Dr.
Vandalism

Bear Creek Rd./Camino Pablo
Other
Failure To Obey

Nb Camino Pablo Appg Camino
Fireworks

700 Block Moraga Way

100 Block Brookside Rd.

El Nido Ranch /St. Stephens
H&S/Pos Paraphenalia

Camino Pablo/Claremont Ave.
Revoked License

Camino Pablo/Camino Sobrante
Trespass

70 Block Via Floreado

10 Block Risa Ct.
Unwanted Guest

10 Block Theatre Sq 106
Violation Restraining Order

500 Block Moraga Way (2)
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WALNUT CREEK | $1,699,000
Serene resort living can be yours! Spacious, single-level 4br/2ba home on approx 1 acre w/pool, tennis court & views! Large living room & magnificent kitchen.

Maram Bata 925.899.3952
# “& maram.bata@cbnorcal.com | CalRE #01435229
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ORINDA | $1,685,000
HEART OF GLORIETTA: Light & bright 4br/2ba on coveted tree-lined Martha Rd.

" 4 Nancy Booth 925.212.8867 | CalRE #01341390
1 Soraya Golesorkhi 925.808.8390 | CalRE #01771736

ORINDA | $1,695,000
1st time on the market in 40 yrs! 4br/2ba home w/captivating views & pool.

Suzanne Geoffrion 925.699.4832
suzanne.geoffrion@cbnorcal.com | CalRE #01878803

The real estate brand that shines like no other.

The Coldwell Banker® property spotlight marketing plan
delivers powerful results — properties receive a higher sales
price, whichimeansimorein 10ney in your pocket™. Let your
home shine brighter. Contact us today.

*Based on Coldwellﬂ_uker property spotlight marketing plan usage data reported through May 31, 2020: On average, sellers whose agents use the_plan benefit with a 1% higher sales prif:é. e

ColdwellBankerHomes.com GUIDING YOU HOME SINCE 1906

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. Real
estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Realty are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2021 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned
offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. E&

Reporter/Writer Wanted

Join the Lamorinda Weekly team

Do you want to learn about important happenings in the community?
Do you want to work with City Officials, Volunteers, and Organizations?
Do you want to interact with many interesting people?

Do you simply want to get involved?

Being a reporter/writer for the Lamorinda Weekly is a great opportunity to help make a difference
in your community.

For 15 years our team has brought civic news and interesting feature stories to neighbors and friends in the
Lamorinda area. If you are interested in becoming a team member and are ready to discover amazing stories all
around you, give us a call.

Civic Reporter:

Required Qualifications:
Strong writing and communication skills. Ethical and professional. Live or work in or near the Lamorinda area
and have the ability to write balanced, researched, well-structured articles.

Compensation is made on a per article basis.

Please send your resume and writing samples to LAMDA
wendy@lamorindaweekly.com or call (925) 377-0977 e

e
Local newspaper delivered to Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda

Lamorinda Weekly is an independent Newspaper owned by Andy and Wendy Scheck with the vision to bring news and interesting
stories to the communities of Lamorinda. Since the start of this paper in 2007 our team members have enjoyed a strong engagement
with members of their community, the pleasure of meeting many interesting people and the satisfaction of bringing balanced and well
researched news to all.
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When | say “good,”
you say “neighbor.”

Mike Rosa
Agent

925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: OF45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga

P097314.1

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

o StateFarm’

State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Building
Foundations

i —Area - UF e Lifting
* Leveling

UNDERPINNIHG - Stabilizing

RENERLL CONTRACTAN NIC. BETEE

707 310-0602

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

WENERQL CENTRACTER
LIE. BETI2E

When it comes to
safety.......
We Hop To It!

| o = m e
1 Earthquake 1
1 $50 emergency shut I
' OFF off vave’ 1

Reduced
Toilet
Cleaning
Frequency

Reduced
need for
Toilet
Paper

Auto
Energy
Saver

' $150 off ' !

Tankless water [ |
heater install* I |

$50 off |

Toto Bidet 1
and install* 1

“Limit 1 coupon per job. Exp. 5/31/21

~We Hop Io It!

Family-owned and serving
.-..:,: Lamorinda since 1993

Sreen soutions I
(929 )377-6600 =1

L929641 WWW. LeapFrogPIumblng com
] [ ] ] [ ] ] ] [ ]

925-377-0977
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By Vera Kochan

F45 Training, a high-
intensity, group workout
gym has recently opened its
doors at 535 Center St. in
Moraga’s Rheem Valley
Shopping Center, utilizing
the former Mycra Pac
building.

The “F” stands for func-
tional training, which is a
combination of circuit and
HIIT (High-Intensity Interval
Training). This style of work-
ing out is geared toward
everyday movement, but the
individual pushes them-
selves to maximum levels

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Photo Vera Kochan
F45 Training facility in Rheem Valley Shopping Center

with less periods of rest in
between. The “45” stands for
the total amount of minutes
for a sweat-dripping, heart-
pumping workout.

Owner and operator
Kristen Morcos has been a
Certified Trainer since 2013.
“I’'ve been involved with
sports all my life. It’s what
made me decide to start
training people,” she said. "I
wanted to wake up every day
and make people healthy
and happy.”

In 2016, Morcos opened

Wednesday, April 28, 2021

New fitness facility takes working out
to maximum levels

her first F45 in San Mateo.
Last year she and her hus-
band moved to Moraga dur-
ing the pandemic and wel-
comed a new baby in Sep-
tember. She was not daunted
by the fact that a 24 Hour
Fitness was located on the
next block. “They don’t offer
what we do. F45 provides
personal training in a group
environment at a fraction of
the cost.”

The workouts are modi-
fied for each individual - re-
gardless of age. It’s designed
for people to participate six
days a week, and there’s a
mixed regimen on a daily
basis with a possibility of 45
different types of sessions.

“We’re huge on commu-
nity, and we don’t have mir-
rors inside,” said Morcos.
“It’s so that you focus on you
and the team training at-
mosphere.” All of F45’s in-
structors are called coaches,
and are experienced
trainers.

“I want to bring health
and fitness to the commu-
nity,” Morcos stated. “It’s so
important to have that right
now.”

For more information visit: www.F45training.com/moraga.

.. continued from Page A3

“We try to bring interesting
and enriching programs,
most of which are free, to
Lafayette. Things you may
not expect to happen in a
small town library because
we’ve always been a small
town library that thinks re-
ally big.”

The popular Distin-
guished Speaker series has
continued throughout the
past year via Zoom. Until fur-
ther notice, this program will
continue to be virtual with
Joyce Carol Oates and the
winner of the fifth annual
Joyce Carol Oates prize ap-
pearing on May 5.

One of the programs Blu-
menfeld is most proud of is
bringing children’s authors
into the Lafayette schools.

“With so much social unrest
last summer, community
groups were creating equity,
diversity and inclusion pro-
grams,” she describes. “In
partnership with the city,
we’ve been bringing in guest
authors to provide a virtual
story time to our elementary
students.” She notes that they
look for books “about unsung
heroes, people who have
done amazing things so we
can introduce children to this
new history. Teachers and
school librarians have been
thrilled to have these enrich-
ing programs brought to their
virtual classrooms.”

There have already been
six or seven of these presen-
tations and each author has
done a story time for the kids.
The LLLCF donates a copy of
each book to all four elemen-
tary schools as well as a copy

LLLC reopens doors thanks to
foundation efforts

to the Lafayette library.

Jeff Gottesfeld, author of
“Twenty-One Steps: Guarding
the Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier,” was the most recent
guest author, reading his
book to almost 250 fifth-
graders earlier this month.
(Gottesfeld is also virtually
presenting this incredible
book through the Distin-
guished Speaker program on
May 20.) Blumenfeld was so
excited to bring this book,
with its strong civic message,
to the students and Gottesfeld
reports that the reception
from the kids was great. “I
was supposed to talk for
about 50 minutes but even
after the bell rang, approxi-
mately 40 kids stayed online
to ask more questions.”

For more information on
the LLLCF and its programs,
or to donate, go to LLLCF.org.

2021 Graduation K&%értising
Opportunity, May 26th edition

This year we are offering an advertising opportunity for families of
graduates to go with a list of all graduating seniors that we will publish in

our May 26 issue.

To order ad space and submit content and selections please use our online form
or contact Wendy Scheck at wendy@lamorindaweekly.com or 925-377-0977.
Templates and submission form can be found on our website at

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Mitigation measure at
Brown Avenue and Deer
Hill approved, artist's
donation of custom
birdhouses accepted

.. continued from Page A2

Concerned about the appear-
ance of public spaces along
Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Anduri
suggested the involvement of
the Public Arts Committee
would be appropriate.

Moran said research he
has conducted on allowable
alterations and Bigbelly units
observed in neighboring
cities (such as Walnut Creek)
show modifications such as
wraps or painting the indus-
trial containers exteriors can
be made. Moran noted that
capacity issues and the mix-
ing of trash with recyclables
in the existing Republic re-
ceptacles despite color-coding
and markings on the exteri-
ors means high-use areas
have overflow issues and
contamination is frequent
when people mistakenly mix
trash and recyclables. The re-
sult? More trash is left on the
ground and street or is end-
ing up in landfills. Especially
in highly populated areas like
Plaza Park, the Bigbelly high-
capacity units that use solar
power to compact cans, track
internal capacities and main-
tain safety features will re-
quire lower maintenance and

through this and other ways
outlined in the staff report
will reduce carbon emissions.

A decision was made to
move the item to the April 26
meeting after more research
is completed regarding per-
missions and the cost of artis-
tic wraps or paint to improve
the aesthetics of the replace-
ment receptacles.

One item relating to both
aesthetics and traffic not
pulled from the consent cal-
endar for conversation was a
report and recommendation
from the Public Art Commit-
tee to accept the donation of
custom birdhouses created
and installed at various loca-
tions in Lafayette by artist
Greg Moeller.

The PAC reviewed a letter
of complaint regarding birds
and squirrels occupying the
birdhouses and deemed
Moeller’s public art installa-
tions did not violate any mu-
nicipal codes. Furthermore,
the report states the bird-
houses are compatible with
the city’s aesthetics and nat-
ural environment and a co-
operative arrangement with
the artist as to maintenance
and future installations has
been agreed upon.
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Letters to the editor

Concern over Lafayette traf-
fic circle for cyclists

I was shocked and saddened to
hear of the death of Joe Shami,
Lafayette resident and local
cycling legend. He was struck
by a car in the traffic circle at
the intersection of Pleasant Hill
Road and Olympic Blvd and
died of his injuries. Joe was an
extremely experienced cyclist
and is famous for having bicy-
cled up Mt. Diablo 500 consec-
utive weeks in a row.

I believe that part of the
blame for this tragedy lies with
the decision to install the traf-
fic circle at that intersection,
which has no provisions for
cyclists. I have been bicycling
along that route to work for 9
years and prior to the traffic
circle, there was a 4 way stop.
Bicyclists traveling east could
stay on the right shoulder and
continue on to the bicycle lane
on Olympic Blvd.

When the traffic circle was
being proposed, reportedly
there was a desire to connect
the Lafayette-Moraga Trail
with the Iron Horse Trail in
Walnut Creek to facilitate bicy-
cle traffic. However, the final
design proposed by the City
Council for the traffic circle in-
cluded no accommodations for
cyclists at all. An alternative,
much safer design was offered
by the Bike East Bay organiza-
tion
(https://bikeeastbay.org/events/
city-lafayette-pleasant-hill-
rdolympic-blvd-roundabout-
public-meeting), however the
Lafayette City Council went
ahead with a very car-oriented
traffic circle that makes no
provision for cyclists. When
riding through this intersec-
tion, cyclists must take the lane
with cars, with no area dedi-
cated for cyclists. I have felt
much less safe going through
this intersection since the traf-
fic circle was installed.

Every year I stop at the
various “energizer stations” in
Lafayette that support Bike-To-
Work Day. Those stations are
supposedly to encourage peo-
ple to make bicycling to work a
regular habit. We are told us-
ing a bicycle instead of a car
will help combat climate
change. But those of us who try
to bicycle to work regularly are
continually disappointed by
the lip-service paid to improv-
ing the infrastructure to make
bicycling safer.

Eric Bain
Lafayette

PG&E priorities

Regarding "PG&E work contin-
ues in downtown Lafayette"
(April 14, 2021), PG&E's boiler-
plate statement of safety being
"PG&E's top priority" belies a
history of uneven engagement
and communication in
Lafayette.

The article should have
stated that PG&E is working on

13 sections of the pipeline
where significant corrosion
merited immediate repairs. In
total, PG&E found 69 areas of
corrosion in just one pipeline
mile during recent testing on
the high pressure pipeline
downtown. Testing was initi-
ated only after the resident Gas
Safety Task Force requested
CPUC do an audit of PG&E gas
operations in Lafayette.

We wish legally mandated
pipeline testing had been a
priority over discretionary
PG&E programs, like tree re-
moval. Trees have never
caused a gas transmission
pipeline accident for PG&E,
while corrosion of pipelines
continues to be one of the
leading causes of incidents.
Significant portions of high
pressure, vintage pipeline in
Lafayette remains untested.

The Task Force has worked
for years to help PG&E focus
on real-world safety issues in
Lafayette, identifying signifi-
cant risks that PG&E later ad-
dressed. These include dan-
gerous exposed pipeline spans
in high fire zones including the
Springhill Neighborhood and
Briones; exposed pipeline
along the highly trafficked
Lafayette-Moraga trail that
blocked a seasonal stream;
adding important cathodic
protection to protect against
corrosion; pipeline testing; and
more.

We ask PG&E to continue
to focus on mitigating major
causes of gas pipeline acci-
dents: corrosion, incorrect op-
eration, and excavation dig-
ins. PG&E should complete in-
line testing of all transmission
pipelines in Lafayette; better
identify High Consequence Ar-
eas, a designation for higher
safety standards, especially in
high wildfire zones; and work
to reduce dig-in accidents,
which average more than once
per month in Lafayette. We
agree PG&E's top priority
should be safety. There's still a
lot of work to do, and we’re
counting on PG&E’s partner-
ship on the real gas safety is-
sues to make this a reality.

Michael Dawson
Lafayette Gas Safety Task Force
member

Enough is Enough

I spoke at a Lafayette City
Council meeting in September
2018 to protest a Tree Removal
Agreement with PG&E. PG&E
cited safety as the primary
reason that they needed to cut
down 272 trees along the
Lafayette-Moraga Trail, Reser-
voir Rim Trail, and some
neighborhoods and backyards.
This list included many old,
heritage oaks. The main rea-
son for my opposition, and the
opposition of others, was sim-
ple: PG&E had not shown any
correlation, evidence, or data
that showed that cutting down
trees near gas lines enhances

Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and not necessarily those of the
Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will include the writer's name and city/town of residence --
we will only accept letters from those who live in, or own a business in, the communities comprising
Lamorinda (please give us your phone number for verification purposes only). Letters must be
factually accurate and be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500 words will be accepted on a
space-available basis. Visit www.lamorindaweekly.com for submission guidelines. Email:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com; Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

925-377-0977

our safety. In fact, they failed
to give one single example of
where a tree had caused a gas
leak or pipeline accident or
any other problem. I was
pleased to see all of the re-
search by the new group Save
Lafayette Trees uncovering
real, honest ways that our
safety could be enhanced, such
as having automated shut-off
valves. And I applaud the City
of Lafayette for setting up a
Gas Safety Task Force. But, un-
believably debate about trees
has persisted for 2 1/2 years
and PG&E continues to press
for cutting them down. Enough
is enough! I ask again that
PG&E focus on real gas safety
concerns and that the City of
Lafayette do whatever they can
to finally preserve all 272 trees
and put this issue to bed.

Steve Richard
Lafayette

Moraga Chamber bestows
2020 Business & Nonprofit
of the Year honors

... continued from Page A5

Internationally, the Club
provided housing, care and
education for a group of chil-
dren in Sierra Leone who be-
came orphaned due to an
Ebola epidemic. They are also
helping to build the first Lu-
mumba Children’s Library
and Learning Center in Goma,
Congo, a city of over 1 million
people where most children
don’t attend school regularly.
Add to that, another current
project in Tecpan, Guatemala
where Club members will
travel to install concrete
floors in homes that have
only dirt floors.

Rotary Club President
Brian South was conducting a
member meeting on Zoom
when Moraga Chamber of
Commerce Board Member

Ron Haas had asked for a
moment to discuss Chamber
business. Much to the sur-
prise of the approximately 25
attendees, he proceeded to
notify the group that they
were the Chamber’s Non-
profit of the Year recipient.
“We are excited, pleased and
honored to receive this
award,” stated South. When
asked where the award would
be displayed he chuckled,
“Right now it’s on my office
wall.”

South is very proud of the
organization’s achievements
in Moraga and beyond.
“We’re actively looking for
new members to help serve
the community.” He encour-
ages interested parties to visit
their website, www.mora-
garotary.org, for more infor-
mation and click onto “Con-
tact Us.”
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Join us for a 30 minute, free, no-obligation
webinar to learn about the different parts of
Medicare so you can understand the coverage
that you need.

SAVE YOUR SPOT TODAY!
Register Online: canopy.vanbergins.com
or Call: 877-833-4253 (TTY: 711)

Sale

only
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away
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Reclinl:

MONDAY -

R F ROCKRIDGE FURNITURE & DESIGN
3048 CLAREMONT AVENUE BERKELEY 510-652-5753
SATURDAY 10AM - 6PM & SUNDAY 11AM - 6PM

JUST LISTED
in Rossmoor!
3266 Ptarmigan Drive, #4A

Stunning 2BR| 2BA | 1521+ SF
CONDO!

® LEVEL-IN end unit

® Panoramic Mt. Diablo views

e Beautifully remodeled

® Brazilian cherry flooring

® Attached garage + carport

® Large deck with grassy area

® Dual-paned windows

® Sunny and bright!

Offered at $979,000

Call for more info!

925.324.6246

I TONY CONTE
925.708.1396

tony@mbtcpartners.com

License # 01480008 | 00959101
Coldwell Banker # 01908304

marybeth@mbtcpartners.com

MARY BETH MACLENNAN

COLDWELL BANKER
REALTY

Bay Area
enscapes, Inc.

Synthetic Grass - Installation - Landscaping

—

1801 Saint Mary’s Rd. Moraga, CA 94556

Phone (925) 819-2100

* Design & Consulting

* New Landscape Installation * Re-Landscape & Remodel
* Residential & Commercial * Green Landscape Options
 Maintenance & Clean Ups * Synthetic Lawn Installation

CA Lic# 938445
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Continuing domination for Lamorinda girls water polo

... continued from Page A1l

With such a compressed
season, Miramonte coach Lance
Morrison knew that the team
would have to hit the ground
running. “We’re doing our best
to get organized, having to
adapt and roll with what we
have,” Morrison said. “There is
a certain energy on the team
right now. We’re not taking any
moment for granted.”

Campolindo coach Kim
Everist attacked the changes
head-on. “We had a team
meeting and explained how
everything about this year is
about being adaptable and ad-
justing,” Everist said. “I just re-
ally want everyone to have a

great time with the team and
building off of that.”

Acalanes

There are two numbers that
stand out for Acalanes: 59 (5-0
this season) — the team’s con-
secutive win streak — and 1,266,
the number of days since their
last loss on Nowv. 8, 2017.

Even with several all-
league returning players, the
graduation of three-time All-
American Jewel Roemer has left
a big hole for Acalanes. “Jewel
directed the traffic in the pool,
and this has left a void to be
filled,” Buchel said. “That void
is going to be filled by everyone
through communication and
action.”

There are seven first and

second team all-league players
returning to the team: Ava
Donleavy, Claire Rowell, Alana
McCartney, Marty Beth Hef-
felfinger, Alex Mould, Heidi
Heffelfinger and Caroline
Schirmer.

Buchel will be calling on
his players to play both offense
and defense. “Our versatility
has been a real asset and we
still have the players that can
do multiple things.” Buchel
said. “Our defenders can post
up and our outside shooters
can defend. Claire is the best
counterattack player in our
section. Alana is our ‘Swiss
army knife’ being able do a lit-
tle bit of everything. Heidi is
big, strong, and fast and will

provide us with the height that
we’ve had in the past. Caroline
and Alex are our primary de-
fenders who can play both ends
of the pool.”

Donleavy, a four-year
starter was chosen co-
outstanding goalie of the league
last year. “Ava’s strength is her
ability to direct traffic along
with her goalie skills,” Buchel
said. “She is a great shot
blocker and has a great range of
passing. We’ve never had a big
game where she was flat or off
her game. She always brings it.”
Miramonte
Morrison is keeping Mira-
monte’s eyes on the prize.
“We’re going to be a good, com-
petitive team,” Morrison said.

Wednesday, April 28, 2021

“Ever since we won the NCS in
2017, we’ve been trying to build
back into that caliber. We’re go-
ing to be a good, competitive
team and we’re going to have a
lot of success.”

Morrison’s game plan is
simple: “We’re going to let the
pieces fall where they may but
we’re going to remember one
thing: “We’re a team and noth-
ing works unless we all work
together.”

This is a young team with a
lot of experience. Two sopho-
mores had outstanding fresh-
man seasons: Lindsay Lucas was
the co-outstanding goalie of the
year and Meghan McAninch was
chosen second team all-league.

... continued on Page A13

SHOP ORINDA

Orind_a’s Lowest Gas Prices

22 Bryant Way - Next to Casa Orinda

Mon-Sat5am-12am;
Sun6am-11 pm

Mexican Restaurant

Open 7 pgy,

g
Baja Cali | e serve bregksoe
TACUERLA & GRILL " (ope

Authentic Mexican $pecialties
Mixed Fajitas
Shrimp and Salmon Tacos,
Baja Cali Diablo New York Steak Burrito
Margaritas, Wine & Beer
Kids Menu

23 Orinda Way, Orinda (925) 258-9987

Celebrate Moms, Dads
& Grads With a
Good Book

Serving Lamorinda since 1976

q Books,

Gifts & Music

276 Village Square,
Orinda

925 - 254 - 7606
Open Mon. - Sat., 10:00 - 5:00

One of a

kind M
Visit

Sanvitalia
Home and
Garden

located in

the Orinda
theater
square!
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SANVIT,
HOME & GARDEN

2 Theatre Square #110 Orinda
(925)258-6900

The UPS Store s

Hours: Our location:
Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00 21 Orinda Way Ste C
Sat 9-5, Sun closed Orinda, CA 94563

v“Notary Services
v/ Copying, Finishing Postal Services
v/ Printing Services v Business Services
store2643@theupsstore.com
www.theUpsStorelLocal.com/2643

v/ Shipping

Park Place %™

WEMALTH ADVISORS, INC.
A Registered Investment Advisor
e Retirement & Income Planning e Estate Planning
e Charitable Planning ¢ Educational Funding
401K Rollover Specialists
18 Orinda Way, Orinda ® 925-254-7766

Registered Princiﬁals with and Securities offered through Securities America, Inc.
Member FINRA, SIPC. Park Place Wealth Advisors Inc. and Securities America are separate entities

Orinda Yillage ﬂnhquca

Lilhmq Cen

in the
"L:m_.]!ish Aanner
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Biaad Lk

Mon. - Sat. 11 to 6 or by appointment
107 Orinda Way ¢ Orinda ¢ 925.254.2206

To advertise on Shop Orinda call

925.377.0977

MARK BELLINGHAM
PAINTING

WE ARE READY TO SAFELY
PRESERVE & BEAUTIFY
YOUR HOME

925-247-0092

MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Interior & Exterior Painting Deck & Fence Restoration
Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinet Painting Dry Rot Repair
Light Carpentry

For a Quick Preliminary Estimate
Email Photos of Project to:
Office@MarkBellinghamPainting.com

See our Reviews on NextDoor, Houzz & YELP
Local Business Owner - Since 1985 - Licensed & Insured

7T T 1
Mothers @ay is May 9
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Zamboni’s

PIZZA COMPANY

1 Camino Sobrante
(925) 254-2800

We’re right across the street from
Orinda Safeway!

Thin Crust &
Deep Dish Pizza

Delicious pizza, calzones and salads!
Slices at Lunch (11a - 4p)

Call for takeout or delivery!

We’re open M-Th 11a-9:00p
everyday! Fri —Sat 11a - 9:30p
Sundays 11a - 8:30p

FREE local delivery! ($15 min)
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Continuing domination for Lamorinda g1rls Water polo

#14 Kaia Levenfeld, Campolindo

... continued from Page A12

“Lindsay is solid in every way,” Morri-
son said. “She’s consistent and doesn’t
let anything rattle her. She’s deter-
mined, fierce and does not let things get
her out of her zone. Meghan is very
gifted on offense but is also an all-
around player. She is very intense and
competitive.”

Seniors Fiona Young (1st team all-

league) and Mackenzie Murphy (2nd
team all-league) are key players on of-
fense. “We’re really excited to have
Fiona out there to lead the team. She
will be facilitating a lot of our offense
and keeping us organized on defense.
Mackenzie did a lot for us last year.
Sophomores Aly Lurie and Dena Ennis
are both good post-up players.”

With the short preseason there are
a lot of positions that are not set, Morri-
son said: “We’re looking to get every-
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Shayne Clancy, Campolindo goalie

body a role. Nothing happens unless we
learn to work together. We have a lot of
players that are going to contribute.”
Still, it’s his senior class that Morri-
son is counting on to provide the lead-
ership and stability on the team. Along
with Young and Murphy, Morrison
highlighted Courtney Coleman, Anna
Hillen, Kate Rochio and Devon Byrne for
recognition. “They have all contributed
four years to the team and our program
wouldn’t be what it is if it wasn’t for
their effort and sacrifice.”
Campolindo
With transfers and freshmen on the
Campolindo roster, developing a famil-
iarity among the players was the first
goal for coach Everist. “We’re talking a
lot about getting to know each other and
they all seem to get along with each
other,” Everist said. “They’re open
minded and they all want to learn.”
With everything else going on,
Everist learned that the team did not
have a goalie on the roster. Sopho-
more Shayne Clancy, a field player,
stepped up and has been quickly de-
veloping as the team’s goalie. “Shayne
had never played in the goal before
and opted to fill that role,” Everist said.
“We went through this with Haley
Hunter (now playing at Indiana) who
was also a field player. Shane is super
competitive and is really composed
without highs and lows. She has done
a great job in her first two games and
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she may have found her calling.”

The offense is led by Tallulah Clancy
who was all-league as a junior and will
be playing for Brown next year. “Tallu-
lah is very offensive minded and a great
leader,” Everist said. “She loves to post
up and enjoys the contact and physical-
ity that really gets her going along.”

Senior Reese Whipple has been a
force inside. Maddie Sumner, who will
be playing for UC Davis next year, is a
lefty playing on the 4-5 side. Maggie
Hawkins has been very strong on de-
fense but, according to Everist, “She has
to make things happen in the front court
as well.”

If there was a positive to the coron-
avirus, it allowed Elizabeth McGrath
who was coming off an injury and
would not have been able to play in the
fall to recover and be able to play in the
spring.

Two freshmen, London Menard and
Grace Gafni, will be getting playing time
this season. “They’ve done a really nice
job so far,” Everist said. “As they keep
improving, they’re going to be playing
more.

What’s been most important to
Everist and the team is just being in the
pool. “We want to make the most of
every moment,” Everist said. “I just re-
ally want to have a great time with the
team and I'm building off that. We’re
going to play, improve and compete. We
only can control what we can control.”
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Hours of operation
Mon-Sat 9am -6pm

Office and Yard.
Or call for an
appointment.
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ESIGN « REFINISHING » INSTALLATION
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CALL TOM .
FOR A FREE Since 1993!

Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

ESTIMATE

925-377-0977

LIVING TRUST
895

* Trust Agreement
COMPLETE

* Pour Over Will
Valid until June 9, 2021

* Guardianship of Minor Children
» Power of Attorney for Finance
F REE INITIAL
CONSULTATION
Law Offices of

Lauren Smykowski

* Transfer of Real Property
» Advanced Health Care Directive

Notary Services Included!

(925) 257-4277
www.smykowskilaw.com
laurensmy@gmail.com

Office Located in Walnut Creek

www.lamorindaweekly.com

5532 Doyle St, Emeryville

This striking, modern, loft style house with

dramatic walls of glass could be yours!! It’s
versatile floor plan with 1 large bedroom, an

open mezzanine loft/workspace, high end
kitchen and 1.5 stylish baths makes it an

ideal live/work option, or an oasis from the

busy Bay Area lifestyle.
Offered at only $600,000

CEIERE O ER tania.degroot@gmail.com
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Coming Soon

Better RELIANCE
@ HOMES | parTners

REAL ESTATE

www.bhghome.com

Service Clubs Announcements

Lamorinda Sunrise s,
Rotary >
Every Friday 7:00 a.m. - 8:15 a.m.
Zoom Link at https://lamorindasunrise.org/speakers

May 2021 Weekly Speakers
7: Dr. Tony Kern, The Rebirth of Self-Reliance
14: Dr. Antonio Zadra, When Brains Dream
21: Grace Richter, Scholarship & Mentoring
28: Member Magazine

www.lamorindasunrise.com

ANNUAL COMPOST

GIVEAWAY

HOSTED BY RECYCLESMART
AND REPUBLIC SERVICES

ey
RecycleSmart
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e

REPUBLIC

SERVICES

Extensively renovated Orinda

Theatre reopens April 30

Photo Derek Zemrak

Restored to 1941 original, Orinda Theatre features work of
famous theatre muralist Anthony Heinsbergen (1894-1981).

... continued from Page A1 delier and carpets were
cleaned. As they started tak-
ing things down, Zemrak
and the small group of peo-
ple who stayed together
through the pandemic began
to find out the history of
things in the theater and to
restore them. In the ladies
lounge the make-up stations
received new LED lighting.
When patrons are leaving
the theaters, on their way
out they would see an
opaque white panel over the
doors. When they took it

He proceeded to install black
lights to illuminate the mu-
rals, being very careful to
keep it close to the paintings
and not to shine it on pa-
trons. Some of the paintings
lower down on the walls do
not react to the black light
because they were repainted
after the theater sustained
water damage in 1986. The
murals reflect themes of
earth, wind, fire and water.
In the lobby, the chan-

down, Zemrak was amazed
to find that there were blue
and yellow neon lights that
hadn’t been visible since
1986, even though the lights
had been turned on.

Originally the panel was
an exit marquee that would
have announced upcoming
movies, but Demrak doesn’t
have lettering for the area.
He says that Heinsbergen
wanted you to walk into the
theater and see blue and
gold, and see it again when
you left, and now you can
see it again. The outdoor
marquees will again return
to advertising current films,
but the center panel will
continue to be rented out to
announce birthdays and
anniversaries.

Other upcoming events
at the theater include the
Psychotronix Film Festival
which will be held May 1, in
the 189-seat theater. Zemrak
says this event sold out
pretty quickly. On May 30
the theater will host a con-
cert by local group George
and the Cool Katz, who
promise to take you down
memory lane with your fa-
vorite tunes from Elvis and
Johnny Mathis; country to
rock & roll. For information,
visit orindamovies.com.

Bring 5-gallon buckets, cardboard boxes or other strong containers. NO BAGS.
Republic Services provides staff to shovel compost into your containers. Residents can
take up to 50 gallons of compost (ten 5-gallon buckets), while supplies last.

Follow state protocols: You must wear a mask and come at your scheduled time to allow for
social distancing. Those who come without a scheduled pickup time will be turned away.

Reserve your time. Registration required:
www.recyclesmart.org/ICAW21

This event is open to: Lafayette, Orinda, Moraga, and RecycleSmart residents only.

Saturday, May 8th, 9:00 AM. - 3:00 P.M. (registration required)
Event hosted in Lafayette. Register for event information.
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Campo diver teaches English on the side

Photo Vera Kochan

Campo Men's Varsity Diving Team senior Daniel Zabronsky

By Vera Kochan

With the lack of competition
due to COVID restrictions,
Moraga’s Campolindo High
School senior, Daniel Zabron-
sky, has been channeling his
energy into teaching English
to students in Colombia, South
America.

Zabronsky first began his
serious foray into the world of
water sports in the eighth
grade (after years of recre-
ational swimming with his
friends), when he began com-
petitive swimming at Sher-
man Swim School in Lafayette
and the Moraga Country Club.
“After a while I thought that
swimming was boring. I used

to do flips on my trampoline,
and after seeing the divers at
Sherman I decided to try it. I
liked to do the diving flips,
and I spun fast and did good
jumps.” After lots of hard
work, Zabronsky was moved
up to the club’s competitive
team.

As a freshman at Campo,
Zabronsky became a member
of the Men’s Varsity Diving
Team, specializing in the 1-
meter and 3-meter spring-
board along with the 5-, 7- and
10-meter platform. He re-
cently received a personal
best score of 413.5 points for
the 1-meter. Social distancing
mandates have cut into his
typical training schedule and
all high school competitions,

but Zabronsky manages to get
approximately two days a
week, “on and off,” of work-
outs in at Sherman or
Acalanes High School.

Like many graduating se-
niors who are currently
studying online, Zabronsky’s
hopes of being recruited to a
college team have faded due
to a hiatus of certain types of
sports. “Almost no one wants
divers and very few are even
recruiting swimmers. I'm
hoping that wherever I go, I
can make it as a walk-on.”
Looking to major in finance,
his 4.35 weighted GPA (calcu-
lated after adding extra points
for honors or Advanced
Placement courses), has al-
ready gotten him accepted to
Boston College. He’s keeping

his options open while waiting

to hear from other East Coast
institutions. “My dad is from
New York.”

Zabronsky is fluent in
Spanish, thanks to his parents,
Andrew and Angelika, who
have been taking the family
for visits to his mom’s native
Colombia every summer since
he was a toddler. “We would
stay on my grandparents’
ranch near Medellin every
summer, and I used to play
with a lot of the kids in the
area.”

While English grammar is
taught in the schools there,
conversational English is not.
Zabronsky’s mother decided
to rectify that for the local
kids about four years ago. “My
mom likes helping people, and
she wanted to help them out,
too. She wanted them to be
the first in their families to get
a good education.” To that
end, his parents purchased
laptops and arranged for in-
ternet service.

The generosity didn’t end
there. Zabronsky has himself

become an English tutor to the
friends, ages 12 to 19, that he
once played with as a child.
There are no books or tests.
The lessons are via Zoom, and
he teaches conversational
English to at least one friend a
week for an hour, in addition
to helping them with home-
work from their school’s Eng-
lish classes. "It's to help them
with a better future," he
explained.

Zabronsky’s eighth-grade
sister, Isabel, did her share of
“tutoring” by speaking in

English during visits to
Colombia. He’s hoping she
will take over for him when
he heads off to college.

One of the Zabronsky
family’s success stories is 19-
year-old Julian. “He’s fluent in
English and he wants to go
into accounting. He’s very dri-
ven, and he’s already in col-
lege. His family is so poor —
they work in the fields,” stated
Zabronsky, who is very proud
to have been a part of Julian’s
dreams of a better life.

“ walk to beautiful places.
ANd come home to one.”

-Holly Elliot, New viamonte rResident

DYNAMIC SENIOR LIVING -

925-856-5985 -

residents are delighted to now be experiencing the rare and special
beauty of our setting, the peer|ess design of our residences and
campus, and the exceptional people who live and work at Viamonte.

— - -

Make an abpointment
925-283-8933 or sales@antiguadoors.com

antiguadoors.com

A hike to Mt. Diablo or a stroll to nearby shopping—since she arrived

at Viamonte, Holly has discovered many new trails to blaze.

After five years of envisioning their best possible future, our first

See what they can’t stop ta"(ing about.

Make an appointment to visit us securely in person or online today.

SCQUBIA

LIVING™
VIAMONTE | WALNUT CREEK

RCFE #079201006

VIAMONTELIVING.ORG -
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Morning Glory Muffins

By Susie Iventosch

I'just adore morning glory
muffins. They are my favorites
— full of spices, nuts, fruit, and
even carrots. Many bakeries
make great morning glory
muffins, but the best I've ever
had were those from Stacey
Cakes bakery in McCall, Idaho
because they have the warm
spice of cloves and cinnamon
and they’re made with oats and
all sorts of goodies. And, they
are huge, made in the jumbo
muffins tins. Actually, they
might be a little too big, since
I'm inclined to eat the entire
thing in one sitting!

A few recipes have made
their way into our kitchen, but

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Photos Susie Iventosch

they always seem to have come
up short ... until now. With the
goal of creating the perfect
morning glory muffin, I assem-
bled all of the ingredients I
thought should be in a muffin
and went about my work. After
a few attempts, I think this is it.
At least my family thinks so and
I hope you will too. This one
calls for crushed pineapple,
which makes the muffins really
moist, but it doesn’t stop there.
We also added grated apple and
carrots, unsweetened coconut,
pecans, plumped raisins and
oats. And, then, we topped it all
with a crumb topping.

Top ‘o the morning (glory)
to yal

925-377-0977

Makes 18 regular 2-inch muffins
INGREDIENTS

Dries:

1 1/2 cups all-purpose flour

3/4 cup whole wheat flour

1 1/4 cups light brown sugar

2 teaspoons baking soda

1 1/2 teaspoons cinnamon

1/4 teaspoon cardamom

1/4 teaspoon allspice

1/4 teaspoon cloves

1 teaspoon salt

Liquids and Goodies:

1 cup canola oil

3 large eggs

2 teaspoons pure vanilla extract
1 cup carrots, (peeled and grated)

www.lamorindaweekly.com

,'_____ Spicy Morning Glory Muffins

Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com. This
recipe can be found on our

website:

www.lamorindaweekly.com If
you would like to share your
favorite recipe with Susie please
contact her by email or call our
office at (925) 377-0977. Or visit
https://treksandbites.com

1 Granny Smith apple, peeled, cored, and grated
1 cup crushed pineapple (drained of juices)
1 cup raisins (reconstituted in boiling water for 15 minutes and squeezed dry)

1 cup coarsely chopped pecans

1/2 cup unsweetened, shredded coconut

Crumb Topping
1/2 cup flour

1/4 cup brown sugar
1/4 cup oats

1/4 teaspoon salt

1/4 teaspoon cinnamon
1/8 teaspoon cardamom
2 tablespoons canola oil
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Spicy, nutty and moist morning glory muffins hit the mark

\

Mix all dries together in a bowl, including oats. Stir in oil until the mixture is crumbly, resembling a

crumb topping.
DIRECTIONS

Preheat oven to 350 F. Line two muffin tin pans with paper liners. Spray liners lightly with cooking spray.

Mix all dries in a bowl and whisk together to blend well.
In a separate large bowl, mix together oil, eggs, vanilla, carrots, apples, raisins, pecans, pineapple, and

coconut to incorporate all ingredients.
Add dries to the egg mixture and stir well with a wooden spoon to incorporate everything together.

Spoon into muffin liners, filling to %-inch from the top. Sprinkle crumb topping over each muffin.

Bake for 25 minutes, or until a cake tester comes out clean or the tops of the muffins spring back when

indented with your finger.

Remove from oven and cool on a cooling rack.
Store in an airtight container in the refrigerator or freezer until ready to serve.
To serve, wrap in foil and heat through or serve cold or room temperature.

What you don’t know about college costs can cost you big time!

By Elizabeth LaScala,
PhD

Whether you are comparing
financial aid awards from ac-
ceptances or entering the col-
lege admissions cycle for the
first time this fall, you should
gather the most accurate in-
formation that you can about
college costs. Otherwise, your
child’s dream school could
turn into a financial night-
mare long after she has re-
ceived her degree. Two things
to watch out for as you con-
sider your college list and
your choices from the accep-
tances that you receive: your
estimated cost of attendance
and student loan debt.
Colleges determine their
cost of attendance based on
the charges that you will see
on your bill: tuition, fees,
room and board as well as es-
timates for charges not on
your bill, such as books and
transportation to and from
home. However, your actual
estimates will not always line

up with the school’s estimates.

Colleges notoriously underes-

timate costs for clothing,
transportation and books.
They also ignore expenses
that every student or their
family is likely to have; for ex-
ample, I have never seen a
college estimate costs for a cell
phone, software or a laptop,
even though they are essen-
tials that college students use
every day.

Whether you are at the
start of the admissions cycle,
or about to choose a school,
take a look at the college’s es-
timated cost of attendance.
Admissions and financial aid
offices should have this infor-
mation posted on their web
pages. Accepted students
should see it on their financial
aid award letters. Then make
your own estimates for the
expenses that will not appear
on your bill. You might trust
the school for an estimate
about books, since you have
not bought them before. But
you should know the actual
amounts that you would
spend on virtually everything
else. The college's charges plus
your estimated expenses are
your true cost of attendance.

Colleges do not openly
publish the average indebted-
ness of their recent graduates
on their websites unless the
average is well below the
maximum that a student may
borrow under the Federal
Student Loan program. Today,
that maximum is $27,000 plus
interest for undergraduate
borrowers; the rate now is
2.75% for four years, $31,000
for five years if it takes you
that long to finish your de-
gree. One way to think about
this is to consider the fact that
the monthly payments for a
recent grad are likely to be
about the same as they would
be to finance a brand-new
Honda Civic for five years.

Federal Parent PLUS
Loans are a common way to
finance a college education.
But beware, they will be
costly, even at the start. If you
have received acceptances,
you may see Parent PLUS
loans mentioned on the award
letters. The maximum Parent
PLUS loan amount you can
borrow is the cost of atten-
dance - as estimated by the
college — minus any other fi-

nancial assistance your child
receives. So, if a school has an
estimated total cost of $75,000
for the year, you can borrow
up to that amount. However,
these loans have origination
fees in excess of 4%. Over
$3,000 of your principle would
go right back to the lender.
The interest rate on Parent
PLUS loans is 5.3% fixed for
the life of the loan. If you are
approved for a PLUS loan, you
are expected to begin repay-
ing it after you receive the
money. You can request de-
ferments when hardships
happen, but the full debt must
eventually be repaid with in-
terest.

Colleges make it too easy
for parents to apply for Parent
PLUS Loans and make it too
easy for them to borrow more
than they should. While they
might help to make a dream
school more accessible, they
certainly do not make it more
affordable. Take on too much
debt through PLUS or private
student loans and you will
likely pay for your child’s col-
lege education past the time
you had hoped to retire.

Elizabeth LaScala, PhD
personally guides each student
through each step of selecting
and applying to well-matched
schools for undergraduate and
graduate school study. Over the
past two decades, Elizabeth has
placed hundreds of students in
some of the most prestigious
colleges and universities in the
U.S. The number of clients
taken is limited to ensure each
applicant has personalized
attention. Contact Elizabeth
early in the process to make a
difference in your outcomes.
Write
elizabeth@doingcollege.com;
Visit www.doingcollege.com; or
Call: 925.385.0562.

Students and community respond to help monarchs in peril

larvae) and nectar flowering plants (for the adult
monarchs) and educational resources.

Merritt. Planting native milkweed in home gardens,

along with flowering nectar plants, supports this

Photos provided

Saklan sixth-graders Sadie Zippin and Sonia Perkins
show their monarch poster.

Submitted by Bobbie Preston

The Moraga Garden Club has partnered with Saklan
School, Campolindo High School and Saint Mary’s
College to support its Pollinator Habitat Gardens,
supplying them with milkweed plants (for monarch

Saklan sixth-grade science teacher Vickie Oben-
chain is currently teaching a unit on climate change
and endangered species. Sixth-graders participated
in a “Vote with your Change” to select the favorite
endangered species. Each student selected an en-
dangered species to learn about, determining where
they are located, the level of threat, why the species
is important, and what while happen if they become
extinct. They then did a poster presentation to the
whole sixth grade, and a “Species Election,” with
each penny equaling one vote.

“Our election ran at our school last week. The
students promoted their species with posters, fliers
and stickers asking the students to vote for their fa-
vorite species; either the Beluga, Adelie Penguin,
Monarch Butterfly, Arctic Fox, or the Red Panda,”
Obenchain said. “All students were incredibly pas-
sionate; sharing the need to save their species."

Obenchain said it was a tight race, but the
monarch butterfly won the election. “After a week of
having students generously vote, we raised $400 be-
tween all the different species (which will be do-
nated to a national organization which helps con-
serve these species).”

Two students, Sadie Zippin and Sonia Perkins,
who chose monarch butterflies said, “We had no
idea the Western Monarchs had decreased by 99%.
We know lots of other people don’t know that and
we want to educate people. And they are really
beautiful!”

Campolindo students in the School Garden
planted milkweed April 19 donated by Moraga Gar-
den Club, as part of their Earth Day Celebration.
Campo teacher Justin Seligman and Librarian Sarah
Morgan are the advisors for the School Garden.

Moraga is on the flyway for monarchs and is
only eight miles from an overwintering site at Lake

fragile population. Names of donors of $500 or more
to the Moraga for Monarchs will be listed on a metal
plaque at the site, but the deadline to be added to
this plaque is May 31.

For more information, email
moragaformonarchs@gmail.com.

Campo students in the School Garden plant
milkweed on April 19.

Submit stories and story ideas to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com
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Troop 32193 honors 2020 Gold Award Girl Scouts

Elizabeth Paul with dad, Ben Paul. Photos Jennifer Davis

Awards, the highest rank for high school
Ambassador Girl Scouts, involving over
80 hours of work and leadership on their
chosen project. Additionally, both young
women were honored by Girl Scouts of
Northern California in a virtual Gold
Award ceremony in January.

Elizabeth Paul drew inspiration for
her Gold Award project from her experi-
ence teaching children at Congregation
B’nai Tikvah’s religious school. During
the COVID shutdown, religious schools
moved to virtual learning and Paul no-
ticed students were falling behind in
their Hebrew reading skills. She created
an eight-week “Summer Tutoriam” pro-
gram aimed at teaching anyone, regard-
less of age, how to read Hebrew. She

Submitted by Joan Toney

Lafayette Girl Scout Troop 32193 cele-
brated the achievements of its 2021grad-
uating seniors, Leda Abkenari, Deja
Cooper, Lauren Davis, Emilia Gutman,
Alex Hascall, Miriya Huie, Elizabeth Paul,
Madison Payne, Sydney Rohrbough,
Shelby Suppiger, Charlotte Toney, and
Chloe Parmelee (class of 2020), in a
March 21 garden ceremony. Almost all
12 members have been Girl Scouts since
Daisy Scouts, earning over 50 skill
badges and achieving Bronze and Silver
Awards, the highest achievement for Girl
Scouting in fifth and eighth grades. In
the fall of 2020, members Elizabeth Paul
and Charlotte Toney achieved their Gold

- 1837y

Charlotte Toney with mom, Joan Toney.

trained a group of 11 Jewish teens on
how to tutor, communicate profession-
ally by email, and how to utilize different
Hebrew reading resources. By the end
of the summer, 30 students had shown
improved reading speed, confidence
tackling challenging words, and mastery
of the language on par with their reli-
gious study peers. Due to its success, this
program will continue to run every
summer at Congregation B’nai Tikvah
for students and any others interested in
learning or improving their Hebrew lan-
guage skills.

With funding from community do-
nations, cookie sales, and garage sales,
Charlotte Toney designed her Gold
Award project to assist Hope Solutions in

fully furnishing and outfitting four
apartments for formerly homeless fami-
lies. Toney led a team of volunteers to
move furniture and set up the apart-
ments prior to the tenants moving in. In
addition, she organized and cataloged a
storage unit for overflow donations, up-
dated the “needs list” for future dona-
tions, and created a list of community
members with businesses that could do-
nate furniture on a regular basis. She
was proud to partner with Hope Solu-
tions in their efforts to provide support-
ive housing to at risk and homeless fam-
ilies in Contra Costa County.

Saint Mary’s College Guild
pushes forward with
fundraising efforts

Photo provided
From left: Karen Cain, Guild president; Diane Buick, treasurer; Millicent
McCormack, St. Patrick’s event chair and publicity chair.

Submitted by
Millicent McCormack

May Raffle, which will feature a deli-
cious dinner for four along with two
bottles of wine from Towne Bakery &
Café (valued at $150). Tickets and do-
nations are due by May 10 and the
drawing is scheduled for May 12.

This year more than ever the com-
munity’s help is needed to attract and
retain qualified students at Saint
Mary's College, said Poppingo. Ticket
cost: 1 ticket for $25 or 2 for $40. Send
checks (made out to SMC GUILD) to
1928 St. Mary's Road, PMB 3002, Mor-
aga, CA 94575. For more information,
call Karen Cain at (925) 323-9912.

Fundraising for Saint Mary’s College
scholarships has been extremely diffi-
cult due to the pandemic, but the Saint
Mary’s College Guild’s St. Patrick’s Day
Raffle was a huge success, with the sale
of five baskets filled with Irish trea-
sures. The Guild was able to raise
$3,195 effortlessly, said Mary Poppingo,
SMC Liaison and Assistant Vice Presi-
dent for Alumni & Community
Engagement.

The Guild is now focused on its
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Ronald Sylvio Ertola

Resident of Moraga
July 22, 1930 - April 4, 2021

on Ertola was born in North Beach,

San Francisco to Sylvio and Bruna
Ertola. He graduated from Galileo High
School, where he was an All City Basketball
and Baseball Athlete. He was inducted
into the Galileo Athletic Hall of Fame. He
was awarded a dual scholarship for both
sports to the University of San Francisco by
legendary Coach Pete Newel. He was also
offered a professional baseball contract by
the Brooklyn Dodgers at the age of 16. He
was later invited to Spring training by the
Pittsburgh Pirates. While at Galileo he met
the love of his life, Joan Lucchesi. They
were married on December 1, 1950. They
were happily married for 49 years, until Joan
passed in June 2001. Ron was Joan’s primary
caretaker and never left her side while she battled Parkinson’s Disease.

Ron and Joan moved to Moraga in July 1960, where they raised their two boys.
Ron coached many of his son’s athletic teams. They enjoyed many vacations at their
lake house at Lake Wildwood. Ron enjoyed golfing, fishing, boating and spending
time with friends and family. He was a successful businessman and founded his own
company, State Surgical Supply in 1970, which he later sold to McKesson in 1997.

Ron is survived by his sons Brad (Jamie) and Pat (Jan) along with grandchildren
Brad (Michelle), Anthony, Andrew, Kelsey, Nicholas and great granddaughter Ava.
Along with his loving partner of 14 years, Marilyn Van Stralen. Ron is preceded in
death by his brother Walter Bresciani, his mother, father and his wife.

Private Services are pending, due to the pandemic.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to:

The Multiple Sclerosis Society@

WWW. NATIONALMSSOCIETY.ORG/DONATE and fill out the form for “a
gift in your loved ones memory”. If you prefer to mail your donation: Send a check
to The National Multiple Sclerosis Society, 4153 Northgate Blvd. #6, Sacramento,
CA. 95834. Include the name of honoree (“in memory of..”’) and the name and
address of person(s) you wish to notify re: the gift.

Commumty Service: we are pleased to make space available whenever
possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service organizations to sub-
mit news and information about their activities. Submissions may be sent to story-
desk@lamorindaweekly.com with the subject header In Service to the Community.

Share Your Celebrations and Remembrances

If you would like to share an announcement about a special event or achievement,
such as a wedding, engagement, scholarship or graduation of a local resident, or
about a special person from Lamorinda who has passed, send a photo along with
your text (up to 250 words) to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com, and include “Cele-
brations and Remembrances” in the subject line.
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Lamorinda Arts Alliance
announces the exhibit "Slice of
Life" at the aRt Cottage in
Concord, May 4 - June 25. The
concept of everyday life and
adapting to the new normal has
taken on an especially poignant
meaning during the COVID-19
crisis. "Slice of Life" is about
reflecting a moment, an era, a
part of everyday life or an
exceptional memory. The
reception is pending Contra
Costa County COVID-19
regulations. Located at 2238 Mt.
Diablo Street, Concord. Open
Tuesday - Friday 11 a.m.-5 p.m.;
Saturday 1 p.m. -5 .pm.
Lamorinda Arts Alliance is an
organization of local artists and
friends who reside or work in
the area. www.laa4art.org

The Moraga Art Gallery's new
show pays an "Homage to
Nature." During stressful times
like these art and nature can
provide a measure of solace.
"Homage to Nature,"
highlighting the work of two
member artists wedded to the
natural world. In etchings and
monoprints with a distinctive
Asian flair, Lafayette's Pat Prosek
renders stylized classic cranes
doing what they are meant to
do: fly, nestle, groom
themselves, wade, search for
food, etc. A handsome
four-paneled screen, "Love and
Long Life," a traditional theme
in ancient Asian art, serves as
the centerpiece of the display.
432 Center Street in Moraga's
Rheem Shopping Center, open
from noon to 4 p.m. on Friday,
Saturday and Sunday.

http://moragartgallery.com,
moragaartgallery@gmail.com,
(925)376-5407

Lafayette Art Fair features
sculptors’ work. A May 8 Art Fair
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. will
feature artists Bill Gian and
Doug Heine, two of many
talented sculptors who have
their works displayed outside
and in the Jennifer Perlmutter
Gallery on the corner of Mt.
Diablo Boulevard and Moraga
Road in Lafayette.

Art Embraces Words: Call for
Writers & Visual Artists - Theme:
"Courage & Heroism." Writers
paint images with words. Artists
tell stories with color. Together
they enrich our community.
Emerging writers and visual
artists are invited to apply to be
presenters at this free live
program on Sunday, May 30 at 2
p-m. https://lamorindaarts.org/
art-embraces-words/, email
literary@lamorindaarts.org or
call 925.359.9940

Art Gallery at the Orinda
Library, May 1-30 “California
Impressionism & Sailboats”. The
Lamorinda Arts Council is
excited to announce the partial
reopening of two exhibit spaces
at the Library gallery. Look for
paintings on two wood walls as
you enter the Library. View
Sydney Cheney-Thomas’ oil
paintings with the theme “Sail
Away.” Lisa Gunn’s plein air
paintings recall California
Impressionism. All COVID-19
precautions observed. You can
also see the artwork online at
www.lamorindaarts.org/
online-galleries/.

Art Gallery at Wilder, May 1 -
30 Virtual Exhibit: “Around the
World in 12 Portraits”. View
Annie Jacquemet-Barrington’s
oil paintings, many of which are
based on photographs of people
from around the world. Her
husband, Michael Barrington,
known for his humanitarian
work, often returns from
faraway places with intriguing
photographs of people involved
in these projects. Many of these
photos inspire her portrait
paintings. Virtual solo show at
www.lamorindaarts.org/
online-galleries/.

MUSIC

Saint Mary's College,
Performing Arts: Student Music
Recital. Free, On Demand April
21-May 31

stmarys-ca.edu/studentrecitals21.

Please join us for our last virtual
music recital for Spring 2021.
This performance will feature a
wide variety of vocal
performances including music
by Sarah Bareilles, Smokie
Norful, Elton John, and Wolfgang
Amadeus Mozart. These are live
and unedited performances
filmed by our students! Previous
Spring '21 recitals are available
on the same link.

Saint Mary's College,
Performing Arts: Choir Film.
May 15 at 8 p.m. Live-streamed
Release Watch Party. On
Demand through May 31.
Contributions welcome.
stmarys-ca.edu/choirspring21.
Music videos including Earth,
Wind & Fire's Fantasy, Bjork's
New World, Clean Bandit's

Rather Be, and some newly
created videos.

LITERATURE

Author Rachel Michelberg
visiting Orinda Books. Her first
book, "CRASH: How I Became a
Reluctant Caregiver," comes out
on April 27 from She Writes
Press. Michelberg will appear at
Orinda Books on May 19, 7 p.m.,
where she will be in
conversation with Mark Lukach.
Michelberg's memoir tackles a
pervasive dilemma in our
culture: the moral conflicts and
societal expectations involved in
caregiving for a disabled or
cognitively impaired family
member.

OTHER

International Film Showcase.
IFS will open in Orinda is on
May 14 with the USA premiere
of "Riders of Justice" from
Denmark. To start with and
observing the COVID-19
restrictions, we will play at the
middle size theater restricting
attendance to 50 people at each
screening. There will be three
screenings per day at 1 p.m., 4
p-m. and 7 p.m. on Friday,
Saturday and Sunday. No
screenings during the week. The
film has won several awards,
many nominations and received
very high marks from about
5,000 people on IMDB. It is
starring Mads Mikkelsen.
Synopsis: Markus, who has to go
home to his teenage daughter,
Mathilde, when his wife dies in
a tragic train accident. It seems
like an accident until a
mathematics geek, who was also

g
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JOIN US SUNDAYS
9:30 AM ON THE PATIO

OR ONLINE AT MYPCTODAY.ORG

Lamorinda’s Religious Services

QUR

TRAMSEDF

DRIVE IN WORSHIP IS SUNDAY AT 11:00 AM
1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette, CA 94549 | (925) 283-3722 | Spirit@oslc.net

SAVIOR'S
LUTHERAN CHURCH

MDD Ko

Join us at OSLC.NET for our
Sunday Livestream at 9:00 am,
or view anytime on our YouTube Channel.

H I ATH WE WALK TOSGETHES

Lafayette

United Methodist Church

Experiencing and Expressing God's Love

View On-demand Worship Services at
YouTube.com/LoveLUMC

= Visit www.theLUMC.org
for updates on in-person services

o 955 Moraga Rd., Lafayette | 925-284-4765

W

We’re all in this
TOGETHER!

Join us for worship online

Sundavys at 9 a.m.
or any time you wish!

49 Knox Drive - Lafayeite,

Lafayette-Orinda Pre:slélztenan Church

= (g5l 283-87a2

=

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422

www.holyshepherd.org

ONLINE WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Facebook Premiere Community Worship
every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Go to
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/

Sunday Worship Services are accessible at
our website at about 10:15 a.m. each Sunday
(after they have premiered on Facebook).
Visit our website to access the current
and recent sermons.

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
An Open, Affirming & Loving Community
Virtual service at Sun. 9:00 AM
If someone would like to be added to our Zoom invitation

please call 925-284-7420 or email cathy.w@stanselms.ws
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, www.stanselms.ws

WILLOWSPR)NG

Practical biblical teaching, contemporary
worship, come as you are.

www.willowspringchurch.com
1689 School St. Moraga | 925-376-3550

10:45 AM Sunday Service

6

www.stmarksorinda.org |
All Are Welcome

ST MARK’S CHURCH
OF ORINDA & MORAGA

- Sunday Service at 10 a.m.
g 451 Moraga Way, Orinda

(925) 254-5965

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

All are welcome to our on-line services

Sunday Service
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm
See website and join us through Zoom
www.christianscienceorinda.org

10-11T am

a fellow passenger on the train,
and his two colleagues show up.
Trailer:
https://youtu.be/j90kx5teGBQ

The Orinda and Danville
Christian Science Churches are
presenting a free webinar “How
Spiritual Perception Brings
Healing.” Alex Fischer of Paris,
France will give an overview of
Christian Science. Hear
examples of prayer based
healings. 11 a.m., May 8.
Healing101Talks.org.

Climate Change: Causes,
Consequences and Solutions is
the topic for the webinar
presentation by David Seaborg
for First Friday Forum on May 7
at 10 a.m. He says, “We must
solve the problems of climate
change for many species to
survive and for society to
survive. Human survival
depends on us solving the
problem soon. Time is short.”
Seaborg is founder and
president of the World Rain
Forest Fund. Locally, he serves
as director of the Seaborg Open
Space Fund. Registration is
required and ,may be made at
lopc.org/first friday forum and
then click on the registration
link.

Audition Videos for
Lamorinda Idol due May 15.
Young singers in grades K - 12th
are invited to submit in their
audition videos by May 15.
There are seven categories
based on grade levels. Finalists
are announced June 1. Visit
www.lamorindaarts.orog/idol-2/
to submit or email
idol@lomorindaarts.org

Lamorinda SuperShorts Movie
Challenge: Deadline May 14 at
Midnight. Ever made a video?
Use your phone to record a
G-rated 3-minute or less video. It
should be set in your home or
outdoor location in Lamorinda.
Entry categories are youth to
adult and family collaboration.
Submit by May 14 at midnight
on FilmFreeway. Live online
event announcing Winners May
19 at 7 p.m. Visit
www.lamorindaarts.org/
SuperShorts to learn more.

“Taste of Lafayette”
Restaurant Stroll! Tuesday,
June 22, 5 to 8 p.m., Downtown
Lafayette. Yes, you saw that
correctly! The Lafayette
Chamber is preparing for its
first community event of the
year, the Taste of Lafayette!
Tickets are now on sale, $50
early bird through May 31, $55
thereafter. The “stroll” begins
when ticket holders head out at
their own pace to stop at any or
all of the participating
restaurants for sampling.
Open-air shuttle bus will be
provided. Will call and bar will
be at Lafayette Plaza Park from
5 to 8 p.m. Evening includes
music throughout the stroll.
Tickets are limited and the event
will account for any state/county
health and safety guidelines.
Please note you may be required
to show proof of COVID-19
vaccination or a negative test
result within 72 hours of the
event. High risk or those not
feeling well should not attend.
Face coverings will be required
unless immediately eating or
drinking. This is a fundraising
event for the Lafayette Chamber
and the Lafayette Community
Foundation. Purchase Early Bird
Tickets at
https://lafayettechamber.org/taste/

GARDEN

This year's Bringing Back the
Natives Garden Tour starts
Sunday! If you haven't already,
now is the time to register. The
free, virtual 17th Annual
Bringing Back the Natives
Garden Tour will take place on
Sundays May 2, 16, and 23 from
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.. This
award-winning tour, which will
be kicked off with a presentation
by the inspirational Doug
Tallamy, feature 25 beautiful
native plant gardens, Q&A
sessions with garden hosts, "Ask
the Experts" opportunities,
garden design and plant
selection information, and more.
www.bringingbackthenatives.net

Please submit events:
calendar@lamorindaweekly.com
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Boys water polo teams happy to be back in the pool and competing
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Kyle Rosenblatt, Acalanes

By Jon Kingdon

With so little time to prepare
for the season, it’s been a diffi-
cult adjustment for all the
coaches. They’ve been forced to
try and balance game prepara-
tion and technical preparation
while also focusing on funda-
mentals. Covering all the de-
tails as to what the teams are
going to do offensively, defen-
sively, counter attacking, han-
dling 6-on-5 and 5-on-6 situa-
tions are being handled as a
work in progress.

Regardless, Miramonte
head coach James Lathrop was
simply glad to be back coach-
ing. “We’re grateful just to have
a season,” Lathrop said.
“There’s a sense of urgency
when you have a short season
that mirrors what you have at
the end of your season on a
normal year because we're al-
ready into the last month.
We’re having fun practicing and
working hard together. Every-
one is in the same boat and the
great thing about our guys is
that they’re really engaged.”

Miramonte has had to forgo
competing against traditional,
out of sections opponents like
Newport and Harvard-
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Westlake. “In some ways this
season is fun,” Lathrop said.
“Now it’s like every game is a
rivalry game and having the
opportunity to get up and play a
rival every time is also a really
cool thing.”

The Matadors graduated
several talented players which
has created opportunities for
players to step up. “The key to
this team is our depth with a
huge senior class. You can’t re-
place a Jackson Painter (now
playing at Stanford) and the
others but we’re trying to do it
collectively. We have a lot of
guys that can score a goal and
guard the attackers. Everyone
is going to get a look.”

Owen Venstreillen has re-
placed all-league goalie Oliver
Von Karl in the net. “Owen has
been on the varsity and has
been a strong player and I look
forward to his leading our
team,” Lathrop said. “He has a
great attitude. He’s a good
communicator and has taken
the lead in practice with the
younger goalies as well.”

Senior co-captains Adam
Ting, Will Coons and Will
Hollerbach were all-league last
season and have taken on the
leadership role as have the rest

Brock Zamanian, Campolindo

of the seniors. “Everyone has
been willing to either adjust to
a stronger offensive role or fo-
cus more on defense. That’s
what has stood out about the
team to me. We do have a cou-
ple of underclassmen on var-
sity, and we’re looking to incor-
porate them and just have a fun
season and compete as hard as
we can.”

Acalanes

Taking over a team for the first
time is difficult enough for a
new coach. It becomes that
much more difficult when you
only have the shortest of pre-
seasons to put your imprimatur
on the team. Still, Acalanes
head coach Lincoln Haley is not
unfamiliar with water polo in
Lamorinda having previously
been an assistant coach at
Miramonte.

Rust seems to be the opera-
tive term for the spring teams
who had not played a competi-
tive game since 2019. “We only
had one scrimmage (against
Miramonte) which was the first
time our players got to play in
over 500 days,” Haley said.
“You could tell that there was
some rust on the players but
they’re fully getting back
together.”

Photos Gint Federas

Haley’s philosophy is to get
back to basics. “I believe in fun-
damentals, working from the
ground up,” Haley said. “Hard
work is important and some-
times you just have to grind it
out. If we can do that, I have
confidence in our guys.”

The Don’s offense is led by
senior co-captains, Jay Mills,
who was second team all-league
last year, Peter Archer and
sophomore Andrew Sappall.
“Jay is looking good and is re-
ally enjoying the season,” Haley
said. “He’s a great leader and
the guys really take to him. An-
drew has a lot of potential that
we’re bringing out of him. I'm
excited to see where he is going
to go.” Senior driver Liam
Stephenson has also borne the
mantle of leadership.

The defense is led by co-
captain Eli Berkowitz, Haley
said. “Eli is our vocal leader. He
directs the other players and is
a very smart player who’s the
guy that will remind me of
things that I have forgotten to
mention and keeps everybody
accountable. Peter Archer and
Kyle Rosenblatt have both been
solid and given us a lot of
depth.”

Senior goalie Parker Tomp-

kins is the captain and the vocal
leader on the defense. Sopho-
more Harrison Labrosse should
also see some time in the goal
as well.

The roster has a strong
sophomore class that Haley is
counting on to build for the fu-
ture. “They have been doing a
great job,” Haley said. “They
will be setting the foundation
for the future and should keep
getting better and better.”

Haley is optimistic as to
where the Dons are headed:
“This is a solid group that I have
a lot of confidence in. They
play hard and have each other’s
backs. They really support each
other and I've found that
Acalanes is a great community
to be a part of.”

Campolindo

Yuri Hanley, a former Cam-
polindo and UC Davis water
polo player, is now serving as
the Cougars head coach along
with longtime coach Miles
Price. “It’s like a changing of
the guard,” Hanley said.

Hanley is not one to mess
with the previous success of the
program. “The program is
pretty similar because Miles
was the head coach when I was
playing here,” Hanley said. “We
will stress hard work, team-
work, and fundamentals. I am
trying to add my own spin to it
with what I learned from play-
ing at UC Davis along with what
I've learned from these
coaches.”

Last season, Campolindo
started the season off with an 8-
8 record and went on to win the
NCS championship. This year,
Campolindo has also started
slow with a 203 record but that
is not a concern for Hanley:
“I'm not worried as how we’ve
started. It's how we finish.
We’re learning each day about
what we can do and are trying
to put it together from there.”

... continued on Page C2

Classified « Classified ¢ Classified « Classified  Classified « Classified « Classified

Job Offering

Job Title: Tennis Instructor

Job Description: Plan, organize,
and teach tennis lessons. Assess
students’ tennis skills to determine
areas in need of improvement

and determine a lesson program
that meets the students’needs.
Teach recreational tennis players
of all ages through ranked USTA
athletes for recreational play,
games, and tournaments. Adjust
coaching techniques, based on
the strengths and weaknesses

of athletes. Identify the learning
styles that work best for each stu-
dent and adapt coaching methods
accordingly. Instruct individuals
and groups in tennis rules, strate-
gy, and principles. Teach students
various tennis skills in a planned
manner over time to improve the
quality of each students play. Email
resume to darrinc@diablocc.org
Minimum Qualifications: Two
years of experience and must have
competed in tennis at the Division
[ or Division Il collegiate level.

Job Location: Diablo, California

Music Lessons

Fun Piano Lessons

Learn your favorite song! | teach
Certificate of Merit. BM & MM in
Piano. Lessons in your home.
925-984-8322. lynnf253@gmail.com

| House Cleaning

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

$10 per 1/2" classified
ad height.

Email to: classified@
lamorindaweekly.com

Nice for rent in Moraga.
Clean spacious room with
large backyard. Female pre-
ferred, non-smoker.

$1050. Call: 917-749-9273

| Furniture Restoration

Antique Furniture Restoration
25 years exp. - 925 765 0479
serving Lamorinda - references avail.
www.(ardonarestoration.com

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability,
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life. Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0E£90108

Quetzal Handéman

T NO JOBTOO SMALL
Electrical, plumbing,
§f concrete, driveways & more..
Please call Carlos Toledo
510-689-7490

Rusty Nails Handyman Service
Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

=1  Ken's Rototilling
ﬂ_ « 4W/D Tractors
. « Hillside Weed Cutting
+ Mowing - Discing « Rototilling
« Brush Removal Abatement
To Fire Dept Regulations
Free estimates! 925-938-9836

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

WE HOP TO IT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters
Cliff 510-697-1125
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Nationals

Submitted by
Baldwin Lee

The NorCal Volleyball Club
18s are headed to USA Vol-
leyball Nationals in style,
earning a bid by finishing
first at the Sierra National
Qualifying Tournament in
Reno from April 9-11 in
their division. Laser-
focused NorCal did not
lose a single set in the last
two days, including

Photo Baldwin Lee

www.lamorindaweekly.com

sweeping in their final
matches against teams
from Oklahoma and
Southern California. Their
gold finish gave them a
golden ticket to nationals
in Columbus at the end of
April. Local players on the
team are Libero Brianna
Lee (first row, third from
left), Outside Hitter Molly
Mitchell (fourth from left),
and Opposite Hitter Kate
Dendinger (sixth from
left). The NorcCal team has

Wednesday, April 28, 2021

Volleyballers win Western
National Qualifier, headed to

qualified for nationals
every year the tournament
has been held since they
were 12 years old, so this
is a final trip together.
Dendinger, Lee, and
Mitchell also helped their
Campolindo High School
team finish first in North-
ern California and
runners-up for all of Cali-
fornia in Division One last
school year, up against the
largest schools in the state.

Boys water polo teams happy to be back in the pool and competing

... continued from Page C1

As with Haley, Hanley
was hampered by the short
preseason. “It was definitely
a learning experience getting
thrown right into it,” Hanley
said. “We use the preseason
for chemistry and learning
about each other so we’re

doing everything on the fly.
The players are willing to
work with each other, which I
have loved to see so far.”

The offense is led by
Brock Zamanian who has
been a standout and should
improve with the return of
Ben Carson, who is coming
off an illness. Hanley is also

impressed with the junior
class because “they’re all
excited and chomping at the
bit to play.”

The defense is led by
perpetual all-star junior West
Temkin. “West has been our
anchor on the defensive end,”
Hanley said. “He has a high
skill level and takes each

game as an opportunity to get
better. He is a great
communicator and sets the
tone defensively.”

It’s a combination of
attitude and skill that Hanley
appreciates most from the
team. “Our speed and
quickness allows our team to
get up and down the pool

better than the other teams,”
Hanley said. “Our players
have a great mindset and
they’re ready to attack every
day. As we continue to figure
out the team’s chemistry and
the tendencies each player
has, we will keep building on
each other’s strengths.”

f
LIMYAswim

LMYA SWIM
REGISTRATION IS
NOW OPEN:?

Visit www.lmyaswim.com to register!

LMYA Swim Team is a competitive, recreational summer swim team that offers
dedicated coaching and technique instruction to swimmers of all ages and skill levels.
Registration for our summer swim team is open!

And Coming Soon...

LMYA SOCCER

Registration Opens
May 10

SOCCER SEASON IS FROM AUGUST 9 - NOVEMBER 6

K-8th grade
friends & classmates

www.lmyasports.com

All skill levels welcome
Learn new skills

Play with your

Have fun!

0@y
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Home repair advise

read on Page D4

Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

May flowers ... wit
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Photo Cynthia Brian
Bearded iris, daffodils, and Bergenia frame a fountain that invites
birds to bathe.

WEers

By Cynthia Brian

"My garden is my most beautiful work of art" — Claude Monet

We’ve all heard the adage, “April showers bring May flowers!”
We have the flowers this year, but April precipitation did not
materialize. This year is lining up to be the third driest year in the
history of California. And that means that we must be more diligent
than ever to prepare our properties for a season of increased
wildfires.

I have been weeding my property with every spare minute since
February. It is essential to pull out weeds by the roots, else they
return promptly. This is round three and the resulting garden is
looking beautiful. I've been experimenting with mixing flowers of
iridescent pinks with buttery yellows and pumpkin orange accented
by sky blue and bold purple. The palette has taken on an
Impressionistic essence of which Monet would be proud.

April and May have always been my favorite months because of
the plethora of blooms, birds, and fragrances. The perfume of the
jasmine permeates the morning air, the lilac scents the afternoon
sunshine, while the wisteria and mock orange infuse the evening
with glorious aromas. My two thornless Lady Banksia rose bushes
with their profusion of creamy double-petaled flowers have
commandeered 30 linear feet of a fence as well as twined to the tops
of a plum and chestnut tree. The flowering cherry tree showcases
puffy blossoms resembling pink snowballs. The mock orange tree’s
white blooms are candy for the bees. The cerise flowers of the
Western redbud tree offer a gorgeous contrast to the unfurling green
leaves of the honey locust trees. Under a canopy of pines and
surrounded by white calla lilies and lacy hemlock, a New Zealand
hawthorn brightens the verdant scene with clouds of blush blooms.
Bearded irises in a variety of colors are delicate and fragrant. Azaleas
and camellias thrive in the shadow of the redwoods. Freesias, tulips,
daffodils, calendulas and anemones continue their carnival of
blooms. Despite the lack of rain, the spring display is splendor in the
grass.

In many parts of the country, people wait until after Mother’s Day
to start planting their vegetables but because of the warmth of this
season, I advise that you get started soon. Getting children involved
with planting vegetables and herbs will encourage them to eat what
they plant.

... continued on Page D10



VLATKA BATHGATE

IF 1 HAD A BUYER FOR YOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com

CalBRE#01390784
-~ E=
OO Mm e

VLATKA GETS RESULTS ALL OVER THE EAST BAY
Coming Soon
10 La Madronal, Orinda

Newer
Mediterranean with
Stunning Views

5 Beds, 3.5 Baths
approx 3,000 sqft

Indoor/outdoor
entertaining with
outdoor kitchen,
firepit and fireplace

www.10LaMadronal.com
Offered at $1,799,000

Highly Desirable,
Heart of Glorietta

4 Beds, 4 Baths,
approx. 3,130 sqft.

Mid-Century
inspired, updated.
Nature lover’s
paradise.

www.66HeatherLn.com
Offered at $1,695,000

VLATKA CAN HELPYOUWITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.
WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

©2021 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

City Last reported Lowest amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE 6 $1,150,000 $2,525,000
MORAGA 3 $628,000 $1,235,000
ORINDA 4 $1,300,000 $1,850,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

3217 Acalanes Avenue, $1,898,000, 4 Bdrms, 2848 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 03-12-21

920 Hawthorne Drive, $1,905,000, 4 Bdrms, 2497 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt, 03-08-21,
Previous Sale: $1,012,000, 04-12-04

3150 Mars Court, $1,150,000, 5 Bdrms, 2465 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 03-09-21

2424 Olympic Boulevard, $2,050,000, 3 Bdrms, 1524 SqFt, 1945 YrBIt, 03-10-21,
Previous Sale: $840,000, 08-07-15

3393 St Marys Road, $1,500,000, 3 Bdrms, 1674 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 03-09-21

3177 Stanwood Lane, $2,525,000, 4 Bdrms, 3591 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 03-10-21,
Previous Sale: $985,000, 03-16-07

MORAGA

1423 Camino Peral, $628,000, 2 Bdrms, 1116 SqFt, 1972 YrBIt, 03-12-21,
Previous Sale: $219,500, 08-01-90

1380 Camino Peral, $755,000, 2 Bdrms, 1126 SqFt, 1971 YrBIt, 03-10-21,
Previous Sale: $555,000, 06-05-14

1844 Saint Andrews Drive, $1,235,000, 3 Bdrms, 1819 SqFt, 1983 YrBlt, 03-12-21,
Previous Sale: $715,000, 06-02-11

ORINDA

56 Camino Del Diablo, $1,850,000, 4 Bdrms, 2291 SqFt, 1947 YrBlt, 03-08-21,
Previous Sale: $826,500, 11-20-02

23 Donald Drive, $1,300,000, 3 Bdrms, 2034 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 03-12-21,
Previous Sale: $1,261,000, 07-24-17

43 Parklane Drive, $1,350,000, 3 Bdrms, 1428 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 03-09-21,
Previous Sale: $1,060,000, 08-31-18

11 Southwood Court, $1,825,000, 3 Bdrms, 2432 SqFt, 1939 YrBIt, 03-12-21,
Previous Sale: $1,550,000, 08-22-16
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ADAM HAMALIAN

COMING SOON
L

COMING SOON

925.708.5630
DRE# 01917597 ¥ = e

NORTHRIDGE, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $2,448,000

MARY PISCITELLI | 925.765.9095

CHERYL HATA CALL FOR DETAILS

510.912.5882
DRE# 013859346

JANE SMITH

1733 SPRINGBROOK ROAD, LAFAYETTE
CALL FOR DETAILS
DON & PAMELA COLOMBANA 925.878.8047

OFFERED AT $2,498,000

PENDING

925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506

JOY WIEHN

152 ALAMO SPRINGS DRIVE, ALAMO
OFFERED AT $3,450,000
J. DEL SANTO/ B. HURLBUT | 925.818.5500

OFFERED AT $1,950,000
RUTH EDDY | 925.788.5449

SOLD - REPRESENTED BUYER
4153771884 T e

DRE# 02047712

KAAREN BRICKMAN

1211 DUTCH MILL DRIVE, DANVILLE
SOLD FOR $1,880,000
S.HUTCHENS/A.HAMALIAN | 925.708.5630

SOLD FOR $1,750,000
925.351.5049

DRE# 01932119

PAMELA & DON

LISA TICHENOR LORI LEGLER MARY PISCITELLI MATT MCLEOD COLOMBANA

925.285.1093
DRE# 01478540

925.765.9095

DRE# 01426129

925.464.6500
DRE# 01310057

925.878.8047
DRE# 01979180/01979181

925.286.1244
DRE# 00805732

9 LAS PIEDRAS COURT, ORINDA

B. HURLBUT /L. DEAL | 925.383.5500

1640 RIDGEWOOD ROAD, ALAMO

DON & PAMELA COLOMBANA 925.878.8047

111 BEAR RIDGE TRAIL, ORINDA

3342 SWEET DRIVE, LAFAYETTE

TINA FRECHMAN | 925.915.0851

BRYAN HURLBUT
COMING SOON

925.383.5500
DRE# 01347508

10 BEACONSFIELD COURT, ORINDA
OFFERED AT $1,785,000
K. BRICKMAN / S.RUHMAN | 925.351.5049

CHRISTINA LINEZO

JUST LISTED

415.425.3085
DRE# 01964989

JOHN FONDNAZIO

21 CALVIN COURT, ORINDA
OFFERED AT $1,295,000
KAAREN BRICKMAN | 925.351.5049

925.817.9053
DRE# 01938194

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

3318 BEECHWOOD DRIVE, LAFAYETTE
SOLD FOR $1,635,000
TINA FRECHMAN | 925.915.0851

SOLD - RE

PRESENTED BUYER

e 925.818.5500
. DRE# 01290985

LAUREN DEAL
HURLBUTTEAM

2672 W. NEWELL AVE., WALNUT CREEK
SOLD FOR $1,715,000
MATT MCLEOD | 925.464.6500

925.876.4671
DRE#02060294

RUTH EDDY SHERRY HUTCHENS TINA FRECHMAN VALERIE DURANTINI

>

925.788.5449
DRE# 01313819

925.212.7617
DRE# 01320608

925.915.0851
DRE# 01970768

415.999.6116
DRE# 01376796
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Slipping and sliding

By Jim Hurley

When the key stopped working on the driver
side door of my old Ford Ranger, after 10 years
and 175,000 miles, I called the dealer’s parts
counter to ask about replacing the lock.

“Don’t do that yet,” the Parts-Guy said,
“Get a can of Tri-Flow and spray the heck out
of the lock.” (I think we all understand that he
did not literally say “heck.”) Tri-Flow, what an
epiphany! Ihad already sprayed the lock sev-
eral times with the ever-popular WD-40. The
first time it worked OK for a bit, the second
time not so much, the third time had me call-
ing the Parts-Guy. Tri-Flow worked beauti-
fully and the lock worked for another two
years.

Tri-Flow versus WD-40; aren’t they the
same? Not really.

Thanks to great marketing, WD-40 has be-
come a household name. By the way, WD-40
stands for Water Displacement — 40. It was the

OUR HOMES

www.lamorindaweekly.com

40th version in a series of the manufacturer’s
experimental formulas. It is basically a sili-
cone and oil lubricant combined with a spray
propellant intended to repel water, and leave a
rust reducing film. It works very well at that.
The downside to WD-40 is that it tends to col-
lect dust forming a sticky sort of grime that
eventually contributes to the friction, rather
than reducing it. Initially bicyclists loved to
spray their bike chain and gears with WD-40
to help them go faster. What they found was
that the accumulated grime actually wore out
the chains and gears faster.

Tri-Flow is a Teflon-based lubricant which
repels dust as well as water. It sprays on
much the same as the other stuff but works
better at loosening sticky parts and keeps
things cleaner. Unlike the silicone in WD-40,
the Teflon in Tri-Flow tends to settle in the so-
lution, so you need to shake the can before
you spray. If you can’t find Tri-Flow at your
local hardware store, check the bike shop. Bi-
cyclists love this stuff.
I don’t carry WD-40 in
my tool kit anymore;
Tri-Flow is much more

A LAFAYETTE FAMILY OASIS | $11,500,000

7BD/8.5BA | 8,960 sqft | 1.51 acre lot

-

UNPARALLELED ORINDA ESTATE | $3,199,999
5BD/4.5BA | 4,160 sqft | 1.02 acre lot

. Ann Newton Cane

y 415.999.0253

| a.newtoncane@ggsir.com
Lic.#02084093

Each Franchise Is Independently Owned And Operated.

HappyValleyOasis.com

versatile.

Now that we’ve fixed
your squeaky hinges
and sticky locks, let’s
talk about sticky
doors. One of the most
common calls I get in
the Lamorinda area is
about doors that don’t
open or shut easily.
There are several rea-
sons why this hap-
pens. (I may have an-
other article about
that later.) But one
common problem is
that the jamb has
slightly shifted just
enough that the door
is tight against it. The
best lubricant I've

240rchard.com found for that bind is
paraffin wax. Some
people use candles,
Golden but I buy blocks of
Gate paraffin wax that are
sold with canning sup-
Egg}ﬁ]?g;sy plies in the houseg— d

925-377-0977
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Photos J. Wake

Tri-Flow can be used to fix a sticking sliding
glass door.

wares department of hardware stores and
better grocery stores. Rub the paraffin along
the edges of the door (or window) and the
jamb: you won’t see it, but it works wonder-
fully to reduce friction. Irub paraffin on the
bottom edges of old dresser drawers to help
them slide (new furniture has metal rollers).
It will also quiet a noisy fan belt on your car.
Do Teslas have fan belts or am I dating myself?
Tri-Flow and paraffin wax can help relieve
much of the unwanted friction in your life. I
recommend practical mindfulness and medi-
tation for the rest.

Jim Hurley is an
independent
handyman with over 25
years of experience in
residential repairs.
Hopefully this free
advice is helpful to
someone attempting
Do-It-Yourself home
repairs. The
information presented
is intended for
informational purposes
and for use by persons
having appropriate
technical skill, at their own discretion and risk.
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3 bd|2.5ba|2199 sqft|$1,650,000

Enjoy an “Old Orinda”™ home in a super convenient
location. The home's warm, inviting spaces throughout
provide a comfortable family ambiance. An additional 592
sqft bonus room adds to its appeal. The spectacular lot offers
natural beauty with gardens, mature trees & grassy lawn.

—=(CLARKTHOMPSON=—7

REAL ESTATE BROKER
VILLAGE ASSOCIATES

CALBRE# 00903367

Office: 925-998-7898 | ct@clarkthompson.com
www.clarkthompson.com

sLUXURY

Village

ASSOCIATES




ARRIVING
SUMMER 2021

VANGUARD PROPERTIES

IN LAMORINDA

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT

Regional Director Ron Mintz

925.872.0968

ron@vanguardproperties.com
DRE# 01095341

VANGUARDPROPERTIES.COM

DRE#01486075 L LevERAGE

GLOBAL PARTNERS
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DOWNTOWN WALNUT CREEK
NEW LUXURY SINGLE LEVEL CONDOS

1954 TRINITY AVE. WALNUT CREEK. 94596 | PRICED FROM $1.2 MILLIONS

2 Bed | 2 Bath | Zoom Room | Views of Mt. Diablo | Private Terrace

(877) 678-3370

*Call to schedule a private tour

New Construction in Moraga
Vista Encinos S

Newly constructed 4 & 5
bedrooms homes ranging from

9,802 sq. ft. to 3,798 sq. ft. of living This neighborhood cul-de-soq is located near
top-rated Moraga schools, swim club, farmers

space with sweeping views. market and hiking trails. Southwest facing
Call to view! yards provides afternoon light and picturesque
sunset views over the undisturbed hills above

Jay Williams the Upper San Leandro Reservoir. The bright

DRE 00868489 | 925.878.5050 and dynamic architecture features gourmet

jaywillams@compass.com island kitchens, hardwood floors and luxurious
primary bedroom suites.

Rob Olson

DRE 00385275 | 925.788.6193

rob.olson@compass.com COMPASS

Compass s a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527365 / 01997075, All material presented
herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be
made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate.

Visit VEMoraga.com for more information
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REALTORS:

LAURA ABRAMS
BEVERLY ARNOLD
EMILY BAHN

MARAM BATA

VLATKA BATHGATE
ALBERT BERNARDO
NANCY BOOTH
ROBERT BROWN
ROBERTA CALDERON
TONY CONTE

KELLY CRAWFORD
COLIN ELBASANI
JOANNE FISHMAN
LANA FITZPATRICK
SUZANNE GEOFFRION
JEFFREY GILLETT
SORAYA GOLESORKHI
HANK HAGMAN
ANDREA HARRIS
MARGARET HARTWELL
PETER HATTERSLEY
YAN HEIM

MICHELLE HOLCENBERG
WENDY HOLCENBERG
DICK HOLT

COOKIE JAVINSKY
SHELLIE KIRBY
SHERYL KORTRIGHT
MEREDITH LINAMEN
MARSHA MCCRAE
MARY BETH MACLENNAN
LARA MARKEL
CHRISTINE MASON
CHRISTINA MCCORMICK
MICHELE MCKAY
CHAD MORRISON
PEYMAN MOSHREF
AUDREY NEALE
BRUCE NEWMAN
DIANE PETEK
MARGARET PRICE
SUSAN SCHLICHER
CATHY SCHULTHEIS
JOEL SHEIMAN
MELANIE SNOW

TOM STACK

TED STREETER

BO SULLIVAN

NORLA TORRES-TURNEY
LINDA VAN DRENT
THERESA WANG
GREG WATKINS

VAL COOK- WATKINS
JERRY WENDT

FRANK WOODWARD
JUNE YOUNG

ANA ZIMMANK

120 Scenic Drive, Orinda 40 Camlno DeI Dlablo Orinda $1 730,000

$1,695,000 | 85 Orchard Road, Orinda $1,599,000

G
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3 BD/ 2.5 BA. Sun filled single story Glorietta home
850rchard.com

Laura Abrams
Lic #01878803 Melanie Snow

$1 399,000

First time on the market! Fabulous Views.
Lic # 01272382 40caminodediablo.com

Lic # 00878893 Laura Abrams

4 BD /2 BA. Views from dusk to dawn, Pool!
120scenicdr.com
Suzanne Geoffrion 925-699-4832

510-697-3225

925-360-0344 510-697-3225 Lic # 01272382

25 Dias Dorados, Orlnda

50@

4 BD /3 BA, .79-acre lot. Private oasis with pool, views,
close to trails.
Lic #01501769 Tom Stack

4 BD/2.5 BA mid-century modern, 4 BD /4.5 BA. Happy Valley Hideaway on 1/2-acre lot!
Cul-de-sac, views, great yard. Pool & updates.

Maram Bata 925-899-3952 Lic #01435229 Tom Stack
63 Moraga Via, Moraga $1,885,000
9} !
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925-878-9964 925-878-9964 Lic #01501769

3BD/2BA
Represented Buyers
Lic #01373412 Tom Stack

3BD/25BA
Represented Buyers
Lic #01501769 Tom Stack

Glorietta beauty set amongst magnolia trees on
private, wooded, .63 acre lot.
Michelle Holcenberg 925-324-0405

3801 Ardley Ave, Oakland $925,000

925-878-9964 925-878-9964 Lic #01501769

3 BD/ 2 BA Fantastic Rancher
Represented buyer
Lic #02050542 Tom Stack

2 BD/1.5BA Updates, cute yard.
Located in Glenview!

Charming 3 BD /1 BA. Single Family, 1208 sq. f't W|th yard!
www.christinemason.me
925-900-5288

Tom Stack 925-878-9964 Lic #01501769 Christine Mason 925-878-9964 Lic #01501769

2 BD/2BA 1521 SF. stunning level-in condo in Rossmoor
with Mt. Diablo view!

2BD/2BA
Mary Beth MacLennan 925-324-6246 Lic #01480008 Expansive View of Mt. Diablo! Expanded Saratoga model.
M

4 BD /2 BA, single level, 2371 sq ft. Resort living,
pool, tennis court. vimeo.com/533111142

Maram Bata 925-899-3952 925-285-4559  Lic #01888827
Coldwell Banker Orinda

argaret Price

Lic #01435229 Tony Conte 925-708-1396  Lic #00959101

COIdwe"BankerHomes.COm 5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925-253-4600

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. Real
estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Realty are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2020 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned
offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. &




Caring for Clients
Since 2002

Lafayette

Karen Paulsen
DRE 01351931 | 925.698.3252
homes@karenpaulsen.com
karenpaulsen.com

COMPASS

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing
Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented herein is intended for
informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified.
Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made
as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

1196 Bacon Way, Lafayette Offered at $950,000

4 Bed 2 Bath 1,797 SF 0.36+ Acres

Mid-century ranch home in popular and convenient Springbrook
neighborhood. Single story charmer ready to be transformed into
your dream home! Light and bright with spacious kitchen, large
living and family rooms and formal dining area. Corner lot, very
private backyard with lots of level area and pretty hill views.

Montclair

39 Camelford Place, Oakland

$1,420,000

3 Bed 3 Bath 1,769+ SF 0.16+ Acres w/views

SOLD $370,000 over asking price with 8 offers!

Gorgeous extensively updated home in Piedmont Pines. Stunning
panoramic views of San Francisco Bay and hills. Very private and
peaceful, wonderful yard and two large decks. Huge third bedroom
downstairs is a studio, perfect as a nanny or in-law unit.

Miller & Schroeder | millerandschroeder.com

Traci Miller

DRE 01038042
925.255.4370
traci.miller@compass.com

JUST SOLD

20 Iverson Drive, Lafayette

Erin Schroeder

DRE 02025712

925.282.9993
erin.schroeder@compass.com

4 BD | 4 BA | + 2380 Sq Ft | $1950,000

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527365 / 01997075. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes

in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate.

1236 Lindell Drive,

Thinking about selling your home?

Give us a call.

Walnut Creek
3BD | 1BA | 1118 Sq Ft | $1,285,000

COMPASS




"i...ﬁﬂ:'.-t:ﬁ:i' --\E'L::pj‘r bt . -- .
1099 Larch Ave, Moraga
Represented Buyers

826 Skywood Rd, Lafayette
Offered at $2,495,000

“TTomStack.com e

] BAMKER
Tom.Stack@cbnorcaI.com REALTY

Represented Buyer
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian
May flowers ... without the showers

A Western redbud is in full bloom.

Photos Cynthia Brian

... continued from Page D1

After researchers spent time with children in Central Texas who had
gardens and gardening classes at their schools, they discovered that
the nutrition of both parents and children improved.

Also, those who participated began enjoying more vegetables.

If you are planning a vegetable patch, buy pint or quart size
containers of your favorite vegetables. Don’t attempt to plant
everything you see at the nursery. Only plant what you and your
family love. For example, for my spring veggie garden, I’'ve planted
nine varieties of tomatoes as ’'m a tomato snob. I only eat tomatoes in
season and prefer only tomatoes that I, a friend, or a family member
grows. Also planted are eggplant, zucchini, cucumbers and peppers.
Already growing are a plethora of herbs including basil, oregano,
fennel, sage, thyme, dill, cilantro as well as leafy greens of arugula,
sorrel, lettuce, and sugar snap peas, artichokes, onions, chives,
strawberries and broccoli.

Make sure that you rotate your crops from year to year so as not
to deplete the soil. Most summer vegetables require a minimum of six
hours of sunlight. Read and follow the instructions that come with
your plant.

Another beautiful, long-flowering, and excellent fresh-cut for
arrangements is the dahlia. Although they are supposed to be
deer-resistant, the deer that graze around my property seem to find
them delicious. I don’t advise dahlias to be planted in areas where
you have marauders. Dahlias produce large, colorful blooms and are
a welcome addition to any garden. Here’s how to get them started in

your landscape:

1. Choose a well-drained area with plenty of sunlight.

2. Plant the tubers after the danger of frost have passed.

3. Dig a hole about a foot deep and amend with compost or potting
soil.

4. Place the tuber flat and cover with the amended soil.

5. Make a patch of dahlias spaced 12-36 inches apart for maximum
impact.

6. Water immediately.

7. After sprouting, pinch off the side buds to allow the central
blowers to be larger.

8. Deadhead as flowers fade to maintain blooming.

Because of the arid times in which we are living, make sure to cut
all tall wild grasses, trim limbs up from the ground six to 10 feet to
prevent fire laddering, and clear a safety zone around your home.
Clean out gutters, remove debris, be cautious when barbecuing and
careful around the fire pit. Keep gardens irrigated, watering early in
the morning or early in the evening. Be diligent and responsible to
help prevent a fire from igniting. Pray for rain yet be prepared for
drought.

Mother’s Day is approaching and a welcome gift for mom can
always be found in the garden. Consider a bubbling fountain,
birdhouse, or colorful annuals to plant. Make a simple arrangement
using flowers from the garden accompanied by a garden book that
will be treasured always. Whatever you do, let your mom know how
much she means to you whether it is through a virtual visit or an
in-person brunch, picnic or walk. Moms love the little remembrances
and deserve accolades, at least once a year!

Spring is the time to savor the beauty surrounding you. If you’ve
ever been to Giverny in France, you will know that Monet was not
exaggerating about his garden being his most beautiful work of art.
He was inspired by nature and you can be too. Be an artist and create
your masterpiece in your garden.

Happy Gardening. Happy Growing. Happy Mother’s Day!

i

A pretty Mother’s Day arrangement of white roses, purple mums,

berries, and eucalyptus leaves.
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A thornless Lady Banksia rose climbs trees and cascades over fences. Under a canopy of pines, a New Zealand
hawthorn shines amidst the calla lilies

and hemlock.

S TEN A
shop now to receive McDonnell bucks

McDonnell \@ Nursery

Cynthia Brian in the spring garden with
yellow freesias and blue woodland
hyacinths.

Cynthia Brian, The Goddess Gardener, is available for hire
to help you prepare for your spring garden. Raised in the
vineyards of Napa County, Cynthia is a New York Times

best-selling author, actor, radio personality, speaker, media famlly owned since 1933

and writing coach as well as the Founder and Executive .

Director of Be the Star You Arel® 501 ¢3. Tune into Flowers ¢ Trees * Succulents ¢ Pottery & Fountains
Cynthia’s StarStyle® Radio Broadcast at .
w}:/vw.StarStyleléldio.com. Benches * Garden Decor * House Plants ¢ Gifts * Jewelry
Buy copies of her best-selling books, including, Chicken .

Soup for the Gardener’s Soul, Growing with the Goddess Garden CO]’I SU]tatl on

Gardener, and Be the Star You Are! Millennials to Boomers

at www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store. Receive a FREE

inspirational music DVD. www.mcdonnellnursery.com

Hire Cynthia for writing projects, garden consults, and

inspirational lectures. 196 Moraga Way ° (92 5) 254-3713 - Open Wednesday - Sunday

Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com
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67 Tara Road

Sophisticated updated 5 bed/ 4.5
bath gated estate tucked away on
private drive, 2 minutes from town

8LBART. $3,750,000
ORINDA

New Listing!

171 Las Vegas Road

Traditional 3 bed/ 2.5 bath including
bonus recreation/ hobby room &
half bath downstairs in the popular

country club area.  ¢1 650 000

ORINDA

67 Brookwood Road # 3

Rarely available 2 bed/ 1 bath first
floor condo in charming Orinda
Oaks, close to BART, shops, theater

& restaurants. $525,000

LAFAYETTE

510 Bavarian Court

Craftsman style 3 bed/ 3 bath +
bonus room home on a lovely .25
acre lot w/ fire pit, hot tub, covered

deck & built-in bbg.¢1 825 000

o facebook.com/VillageAssociates
0 twitter.com/villageassoc

instagram.com/VillageAssociates

ORINDA

56 Via Floreado

Exceptional 5 bed/ 4.5 bath 4248
sqft home on .54 acres perfectly
located in Orinda just minutes from

Hwy 24. $2,595,000
ORINDA

136 Fiesta Circle

Single level 3 bed/ 2 bath Ranch
style home located in highly sought-
after Ivy Drive neighborhood w/

level backyard. $1,350,000

LAFAYETTE

9 Mountain View Lane
Custom 4 bed/ 3.5 bath home on
9.93 private acres w/ views of the
Lafayette Reservoir, pool, &

surrounding hills.  ¢7 990 000

LAFAYETTE

New Listing!

977 4th Street

Charming 4 bed/ 3 bath home w/
creekside setting in highly desirable
Lafayette Trail neighborhood! Near

schools & BART. $1 650000

ORINDA

New Listing!
154 Camino Sobrante

Charming updated 1930s 4 bed/ 4
bath/ 2 half bath home on Lake
Cascade w/ backyard space for play

& gardening. $2,395,000

ORINDA

15 Hazel Tree Ridge

Sun-filled 3 bed/ 2.5 bath home
steps from playground & playing
fields in sought-after newer Orinda

Grove development.$1 295 000

LAFAYETTE

22 Northrldge Lane

Fabulous gated entry ridge line
retreat w/ 4 bed/ 4.5 bath + office/
den. Minutes to downtown w/

views of Reservoir! $2’595,000

ALAMO

10 Serenity Lane

Majestic gated 12 bed/ 13 bath/
3 half bath chateau w/ vineyard,
20 showcase car barn, & trophy

club room. $19,500,000

ORINDA

’ New Listing!.h
52 Oak Drive
Classic 4 bed/ 4 bath English

country estate in the heart of Orinda
w/ mature gardens, large pool &

gorgeous views. $2,1 00,000
O R INDA

New Listing!

21 Bates Boulevard

Single story 3 bed/ 3 bath home
featuring an updated kitchen, new
paint, additional living spaces &

much more. $1,095,000

LAFAYETTE

761 Silver Crest Court
Spacious 4488 sqft 5+ bed/ 4 bath
traditional home on 1/2 acre in
sought-after Lafayette's Silver

Springs Estates.  ¢> 495 000

LIVERMORE

10 Storybook Lane

Perfect opportunity to build in
amazing setting near Mt. Diablo on
8 acre gated parcel w/ room for

horses & stable.

$895,000

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 « Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505
Visit www.villageassociates.com

The Village
Associates:

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore
Linda Ehrich
Joan Evans
Linda Friedman
Claudia Gohler
Dexter Honens I
April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy
John Nash
Altie Schmitt
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf
Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Steve Stahle
Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger
Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward

Margaret Zucker

Village

ASSOCIATES

It's Village. Of Course.
DRE#01301392



