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Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

LeapFrog Plumblng :

¢ When it comes to
f safety.......

We Hop To It!

] '$'5"0' " Eathquake |
emergency shut 1
OFF off valve* _:

Reduced
Toilet
Cleaning
Frequency

Reduced
need for
Toilet
Paper

N
I I N N I D D S D B S N .

$150 ofr !

I
1
1 Tankless water |
1
b

F== === =====
1 1
1 Toto Bidet |
:. and install* I

heater install* 1

“Limit 1 coupon per job. Exp. 5/31/21

~We Hop Io It!

Family-owned and serving
.;,ﬁ Lamorinda since 1993

oo souions
> ©9377-6600 =1

R WWW. LeapFrogPIumblng com
I N . | I .

Q
>
[

925-377-0977

April Matthews

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Vlva Las egas'

Wednesday, May 12, 2021

iiefreshingly Modern Ranch Built in 2016

925.200.0773

105 Las Vegas Road in the Orinda Country Club is a WOW House!
4BD + 3.5Ba + Office + 3,011 SF + .38 Acre. $2,495,000

1.april. matthews@gmail.com
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Music man offers soothing balm

through sound

.. continued from Page Al

Knowing how much local diners were
likely missing their live music, a friend sug-
gested Athayde begin playing on Facebook Live
from the comfort of his Orinda living room. “I
initially thought it was kind of silly,” Athayde
admits, but he decided to try it. Apparently it
was not a silly idea at all. Hundreds of listeners
have been tuning in to his hour-long piano con-
certs every Friday and Saturday night. Some-
times his son, Kyle, joins him in these perfor-
mances, playing a variety of instruments. “He’s
the guy who can play these really phenomenal
solos, burning the walls down,” the proud fa-
ther says. “I'm playing the classics, easygoing
stuff, the kind of music I usually play for the
dinner crowd.”

The comments audience members stream
in real time while listening to Athayde clearly
demonstrate how important this is to them in
these difficult times. “Bob is back ... and now all
is right with my world. ... Thank you for keep-
ing us sane and happy!” one wrote. Mika
Watanabe, who has eighth-grade triplets in
Athayde’s music classes, says she always
thought he was “a great teacher for my children
to have. Watching him during COVID play on
weekends ... and listening to his music has re-
ally created a sense of comfort to my children
and me. We are so fortunate to have him and
Kyle.” Barbara Williams reports that the week-
end concerts are a “brief return to normalcy.”

Always the consummate teacher, Athayde
doesn’t simply play the piano. Sometimes he
sings. Often he talks off-the-cuff about the mu-

sic he’s playing, the composer, the arrangement,

past experiences, his family, the community in
which he lives. “There you are, virtually sitting
in your friend’s living room, maybe with a glass

of wine, listening to great music and being led
by the best teacher I've ever known who still
squeezes in some lessons. Bob is a gift to the
community,” Williams continues.

Athayde acknowledges that this Zoom-filled
year has been somewhat of a technological
challenge. “Technology is not necessarily my
thing,” he notes, “but lots of people who know
way more have helped a lot.” He has experi-
mented with different equipment before finally
finding what he believes delivers the right
sound. He does admit that he hasn’t been able
to keep track of all the live comments coming
in. “If someone makes a request, unfortunately
I don’t see it in real time,” he says. “So I'll add it
to my list and the next time I play, I'll give a
shout out to the requestor and play the song.”

Like other educators, Athayde has been
teaching virtually which, he says, has been both
wonderful and difficult. “I can’t wait for August
because hopefully we’ll be back in person,” he
exclaims. The 2021-22 school year will be his
last, Athayde announces. “I'll have 45 years in
and I just think it’s time to step aside and let
other people teach.” Through a generous grant
from The Julia Burke Foundation, he plans to
help schools and teachers in need. “I can hope-
fully show these underserved schools many of
the mistakes I've made so they can avoid mak-
ing them. I can still do my music but not be on a
regular fixed schedule,” he says.

La Finestra’s Jeff Assadi has already made
sure Athayde will be back at the piano as soon
as the state allows the restaurant to serve 50
percent capacity. When that happens, Athayde
vows to continue playing on Facebook Live for
his now worldwide audience.

To listen to Athayde play beautiful music,
go to https://sites.google.com/view/athaydelive/.
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ADAM HAMALIAN

NEW CONSTRUCTION

925.708.5630
DRE# 01917597

9 CONTEMPORARY HOMES IN LAFAYETTE
CALL FOR DETAILS
MARY PISCITELLI | 925.765.9095

CHERYL HATA

JUST LISTED

510.912.5882

DRE# 013859346

JANE SMITH

9 LAS PIEDRAS COURT, ORINDA
OFFERED AT $2.339,000
B. HURLBUT /L. DEAL | 925.383.5500

PENDING

925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506

JOY WIEHN

10 BEACONSFIELD COURT, ORINDA
OFFERED AT $1,785,000
K. BRICKMAN /S.RUHMAN | 925.351.5049

415.377.1884

DRE# 02047712

KAAREN BRICKMAN

204 GREENWICH DRIVE, PLEASANT HILL
SOLD FOR $1,525,000
S.HUTCHENS/A.HAMALIAN | 925.708.5630

925.351.5049
DRE# 01932119
LISA TICHENOR LORI LEGLER MARY PISCITELLI
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925.285.1093
DRE# 01478540

925.765.9095

DRE# 01426129

925.286.1244
DRE# 00805732

106 READY ROAD, WALNUT CREEK

MATT MCLEOD

925.464.6500
DRE# 01310057

COMING SOON

CALL FOR DETAILS
LISATICHENOR | 925.285.1093

JUST LISTED

1032 LINDSEY COURT, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $2,200,000
L. LEGLER/ C. HATA 510.912.5882

PENDING

164 WALFORD DRIVE, MORAGA
OFFERED AT $,1495,000
RUTH EDDY | 925.788.5449

SOLD - REPRESENTED BUYER

21 EL PATIO, ORINDA
SOLD FOR $3,950,000
MATT MCLEOD | 925.464.6500

PAMELA & DON

COLOMBANA RUTH EDDY

925.878.8047
DRE# 01979180/01979181

925.788.5449
DRE# 01313819

COMING SOON

720 MORAGA ROAD, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $999,000
RUTH EDDY | 925.788.5449

1733 SPRINGBROOK ROAD, LAFAYETTE
$1,665,000
DON & PAMELA COLOMBANA 925.878.8047

PENDING

21 CALVIN COURT, ORINDA
OFFERED AT $1,295,000
KAAREN BRICKMAN | 925.351.5049

3235 MT. DIABLO COURT, LAFAYETTE
SOLD FOR $1,825,000
S.HUTCHENS/A.HAMALIAN | 925.708.5630

SHERRY HUTCHENS

925.212.7617
DRE# 01320608

BRYAN HURLBUT

925.383.5500
DRE# 01347508

CHRISTINA LINEZO

415.425.3085
DRE# 01964989

JOHN FONDNAZIO

925.817.9053
DRE# 01938194

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500
DRE# 01290985

LAUREN DEAL
HURLBUTTEAM

925.876.4671

DRE#02060294

TINA FRECHMAN  VALERIE DURANTINI

925.915.0851
DRE# 01970768

415.999.6116
DRE# 01376796




