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Park Theater on path to

reopening
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Along with the search for
a for-profit partner to lease
and operate the site as a movie
theater, Park Theater Trust
board members and the vol-
unteer task force come with a
mission to present multigener-
ational, multi-ethnic and
racially diverse performing
arts events. Farrell’s Power-
Point presentation displayed
early architectural renderings
for the new theater and com-
munity hub. “This will be a
multipurpose venue for young
and old,” she said, “with two
intimate theaters with flexible
seating, a concession area, a
commercial kitchen to serve
patrons of the theaters, a mez-
zanine community space, a
rooftop terrace, and the op-
portunity to create an inviting
green space along Lafayette
Creek.”

Farrell said every commu-
nity “needs a shining light”
and the refurbished building
will provide the city of
Lafayette, its citizens, and visi-
tors with three things: a signa-
ture sense of place and cul-
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ture, additional visual texture
and variety in the downtown
core, and a location where
people bond through a shared
history.

Work projected to rehabil-
itate the building requires the
roof must be replaced and
HVAC and electrical issues ad-
dressed. Improvements to
reach ADA compliance are
necessary and asbestos abate-
ment is likely, along with other
aesthetic and code issues.
Parking in the downtown core
is always a hot button topic;
the Park Theater Trust website
reports that the city recently
developed a surface parking
lot with 23 spaces within a 5-
minute walk of the Park The-
ater and an agreement with
the city will allow for re-
development behind the prop-
erty to create 33 parking
spaces. The Park Theater in
the past has also been accessi-
ble by foot traffic, ride share,
BART, and County Connection
bus service.

Reaction from the council
and public comments follow-
ing Farrell’s presentation were
overwhelmingly enthusiastic.

Lafayette police chief update
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Pleased with the city of
Lafayette’s emergency opera-
tions plan, he shared credit for
wildfire safety improvements
with the community. Out of
Lafayette’s 10,000 households,
Contra Costa County Commu-
nity Warning System (CWS)
data shows that in 2019, ap-
proximately 2,900 households
had signed up for CWS. At the
end of 2020, signups had in-
creased to 8,688. Alldritt said it
demonstrated “a huge growth.”
As with crime solving,
cameras placed under the
ALERTWildfire program — close
to 30 installed by the Lafayette
Police Department, he indi-
cated — are collectively an in-
strumental component of pub-
lic safety when it comes to
wildfires. Additionally, estab-
lishing the community’s own
FCC-licensed radio station that
transmits emergency informa-
tion 24/7 throughout the area
on AM 1670, Alldritt said, pro-
vides real time updates during
wildfire emergencies, power
outages and other disasters.
Mayor Susan Candell in a
question following council
members’ inquiries about spe-
cific crime statistics, asked
Alldritt to provide information
about a $250,000 grant recently
received by the department.
The State of California Office of
Emergency Services in 2019
and 2020 offered opportunity
for public safety departments
to apply for grants related to
power resiliency. “I did submit
a grant request in 2019 but
didn’t get it; but in 2020, we
did,” Alldritt said. “We received
a check from the State of Cali-
fornia of just shy of $250,000.”
Specifically, the items in-
cluded in the grant request ad-
dressed improvements such as
solar panels and a generator

backup for the public works
center to increase efficacy dur-
ing emergencies. The chief also
partnered with Acalanes Union
School District Superintendent
John Nickerson to apply for
separate funds to purchase ad-
ditional radios. The radios will
be placed at school sites and on
school buses and connect to
public safety radio towers op-
erated in Alameda and Contra
Costa County by the East Bay
Regional Communications Sys-
tem (EBRCS).

Alldritt told the council,
“(This) means every Lafayette
school site and all city depart-
ment sites will be supported by
the same service the police de-
partment uses.” He said that
with the additional radios,
schools can reach out to each
other during emergencies, city
emergency centers will com-
municate more efficiently, and
the police department can
monitor the channel or coordi-
nate with the county sheriff’s
office to dispatch assistance if
necessary. Multiple backups to
the channel ensures that even
in a disaster, communication
will be reliable. If for some
reason the entire EBRCS system
breaks down, Alldritt said it
would mean the disaster is so
dire that regardless of radio
communications, “we’re all in
trouble.”

Expectedly, response from
the council and public com-
ments regarding Alldritt’s suc-
cess in funding additional
safety measures for Lafayette
were congratulatory. A special
city council meeting regarding
wildfire preparedness, featur-
ing presentations by Contra
Costa Fire Protection District,
Lamorinda CERT, Lafayette
Emergency Preparedness Com-
mission, and Lafayette PD will
be held at 7 p.m. May 17 via
Zoom webinar.

Correction: In the April 28 Lamorinda Weekly article, "Council
considers potential Conflict of Interest violation," the story
should have stated that Design Review Commissioner Kristen
Sidell agreed not to bill the client $855 in fees, not the city of

Lafayette.

Lafayette
Public
Meetings

LAFAVETTE
City Council
Regular Meeting
Monday, May 24, 7 p.m.
Teleconference via City of Lafayette's

You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Planning Commission
Meeting

Monday, May 17, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Design Review

Wednesday, May 12, 7 p.m. Zoom
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube
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153 Walford Drive, Moraga
1698 SqFt | 3 Br | 2 Ba | .23 Ac lot
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Completely remodeled single level
home in a very popular neighbor-
hood of Moraga.

Versatile floorplan with a great
room, high ceilings, skylights and
gorgeous kitchen with central island
& quartz countertops.

Lovely backyard with pool, lawn and
gardens. Please call us for more
information & showing details.

Offered at $1,495,000
153WalfordDr.com
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REAL ESTATE GROUP

Laofayette \ Moraga \ Orinda

Elena Hood Anya Gorman
925.254.3030 415.7471835
Elena@Orinda.com Anya@Orinda.com

BRE: 1221247 BRE: 2095784

é Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources
deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition,sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square
footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.

PRICE GALLEGOS GROUP
EXCLUSIVE LISTINGS

Gorgeous views in Happy Valley
1144 Camino Vallecito, Lafayette
Call us for details!

Charmer with private au pair unit
3203 Palomares Avenue, Lafayette
Call us for details!

@& 4Beds | wg 3Boths | Jl 3271Sa.Ft | 4 65Acres | @ 4Beds | wg 3Baths | W 2253SqFt | @b 39 Acres

1148 Glen Road
Happy Valley Glen, Lafayette
Sold over list at $3,950,000

st T =
21 Samantha Drive

Hidden Oaks, Lafayette
List price $3,595,000

@) 5Beds | w4 Full+ 2 Half Boths | il 46415a.Ft. | 4 81Acres | f@m 4Beds | wi 4Baths | il 4169Sa.Ft | o 67 Acres

Considering selling your home? To maximize your home's value, we offer a program to cover the
costs of home preparation to get your house ready to sell, at 0% interest rate and no fees.

Ranked in Top 1% of Realtors in Contra Costa County

Amy S. Price-Boaman | Christine Gallegos
Price Gallegos Group

5% 925.997.6808 | 925.878.2883

DRE#01433269 | DRE#01896511
pricegallegos@compass.com

pricegallegos.com
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hanges in price, condition, sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by
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CALL US FOR A PERSONAL VALUATION OF YOUR HOME

925.878.2883




