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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

Wildfire p

Photo Cynthia Brian

Drought-resistant Pride of Madeira grows well
on hillsides but is considered flammable.

By Cynthia Brian
“Fire is never a gentle master.”~ Proverb

This past year most of our conversations have
revolved around the pandemic, mask wearing,
and questions about recovery and normalcy. With
the impending drought, an urgent topic that is on
the minds of Californians is the potential for
wildfires. With increasing climate changes and the
trend of global warming, it is not a matter of if
we’ll be faced with fires, it is when.

We can do our part to protect our property as
best as possible through firescaping, a landscape
design that reduces house and property
vulnerability to wildfire. While enhancing the
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Ariver rock canal provides some protection
near structures.

beauty of the property and creating a defensible
space, we surround the house with plants that are
less likely to ignite. Fires respect no boundaries
and fires don’t honor property lines. With enough
heat, almost everything burns.

Our neck of the woods is rural and wooded.
We have minimal escape routes and must be extra
vigilant. Many of the plants and trees growing
throughout our area are highly flammable
including pines, cypress, cedar, fir, bamboo,
acacia, juniper, Pampas grass, rosemary, ivy,
arborvitae, miscanthus, and eucalyptus. Coyote
brush, although moderately fire-resistant when it
is young and green, is highly combustible as it
grows. It depends on fires to regenerate and
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grows everywhere in our hills. These plants need
to be removed or carefully supervised. Since heat
moves up, fire speed and severity are stronger on
slopes where vegetation management is crucial.

A defensible space is an area around a
structure that has been cleared of ignitable debris
and botanicals that may cause a public safety
hazard. A watered, green lawn can be considered
a defensible space. A large brick, stone, or gravel
area could be part of a defensible space.

No plant is fireproof.

Under the right conditions, every plant will
burn, especially those that are drought-stressed or
not maintained. Pruning of all plants makes them
less flammable. A “fire-safe” plant means that it
tends not to be a significant fuel source with a
chemical composition that resists heat and
combustion. It is critical to keep plants around our
homes well-tended and pruned as a fire protection
tool. The closer plants are to the house, the more
care is needed.

Every homeowner is responsible for
managing their vegetation to meet fire district
requirements. For Moraga-Orinda Fire District
requirements, combustible materials must be two
feet away from a structure and plantings no taller
than two feet high. Low-growing ground coverings
and green grass are suitable as well as river rock,
gravel, or crushed granite. Trees that are within
six feet of the structure need to be removed,
specifically eucalyptus, pine, bamboo, and
junipers.

Neighborhoods are encouraged to form a
committee to receive advice from local fire
professionals on how to be Firewise. Being
Firewise is dependent on the diligence of
everyone in a neighborhood to keep a property
fire safe. All properties become indefensible
when one neighbor has overgrown bushes,
brush, or low hanging trees. Neighbors must
protect neighbors by making certain their
properties are maintained. Again, fires do not
honor property lines. ... continued on Page D12



VLATKA BATHGATE

IF | HAD A BUYER FOR YOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

City Last reported Lowest amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE 25 $840,000 $8,000,000
MORAGA 18 $531,000 $2,315,000
ORINDA 23 $581,000 $8,000,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five

Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us

CalBRE#01390784
} TASRENIn .
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

VLATKA GETS RESULTS ALL OVER THE EAST BAY LAFAYETTE

For Sale

10 La Madronal, Orinda

Sweeping Views
and Privacy

5 Beds, 3.5 Baths
approx 3,000 sqft

Indoor/outdoor
entertaining with
outdoor kitchen,

1201 Cambridge Drive, $2,950,000, 4 Bdrms, 4179 SqFt, 1977 YrBlt, 04-05-21,
Previous Sale: $715,000, 04-01-91

6 Diablo Oaks Way, $2,625,000, 4 Bdrms, 3879 SqFt, 1997 YrBlt, 04-06-21,
Previous Sale: $1,160,000, 05-15-99

1009 Dyer Drive, $1,450,000, 3 Bdrms, 1713 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 04-08-21

3339 Dyer Drive, $1,335,000, 4 Bdrms, 1732 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 04-12-21,
Previous Sale: $992,000, 04-16-18

1012 El Curtola Boulevard, $2,458,000, 6 Bdrms, 2612 SqFt, 1946 YrBIt, 04-15-21

3247 Elvia Street, $2,200,000, 5 Bdrms, 3644 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 04-13-21,
Previous Sale: $1,500,000, 06-17-05

15 Lombard Lane, $2,650,000, 4 Bdrms, 4176 SqFt, 1992 YrBlt, 04-13-21,
Previous Sale: $1,775,000, 03-09-04

320 Lowell Lane, $2,750,000, 5 Bdrms, 2960 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 04-14-21,
Previous Sale: $2,000,000, 04-06-18

625 Lucas Drive, $2,912,500, 4 Bdrms, 3095 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 04-08-21,

firepit and fireplace

Previous Sale: $780,000, 06-16-99

11 Lucas Ranch Court, $5,350,000, 5 Bdrms, 5639 SqFt, 2019 YrBlt, 04-15-21,
Previous Sale: $1,200,000, 02-14-19

3279 Mt Diablo Court #16, $840,000, 2 Bdrms, 1386 SqFt, 1986 YrBIt, 04-09-21,
Previous Sale: $630,000, 01-28-19

20 Newell Court, $1,330,000, 3 Bdrms, 1233 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 04-07-21,
Previous Sale: $1,000,000, 04-18-18

2672 West Newell Avenue, $1,715,000, 4 Bdrms, 2227 SqFt, 1949 YrBIt, 04-07-21

851 Paradise Court, $1,620,000, 3 Bdrms, 1646 SqFt, 1955 YrBIt, 04-13-21,
Previous Sale: $1,175,000, 08-09-14

3936 South Peardale Drive, $3,150,000, 4 Bdrms, 3050 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 04-08-21,
Previous Sale: $1,783,000, 10-26-12

120 Promintory Lane, $8,000,000, 6660 SqFt, 2010 YrBIt, 04-08-21,
Previous Sale: $1,060,000, 11-01-02

848 Santa Maria Way, $3,350,000, 5 Bdrms, 3174 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 04-05-21,
Previous Sale: $1,100,000, 08-24-00

373 Shire Oaks Court, $1,525,000, 4 Bdrms, 1578 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 04-14-21,
Previous Sale: $1,025,000, 10-09-20

3551 South Silver Springs Road, $2,900,000, 4 Bdrms, 2959 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 04-14-21,
Previous Sale: $1,545,000, 06-03-02

3439 St Marys Road, $1,721,000, 3 Bdrms, 1958 SqFt, 1969 YrBlt, 04-15-21

3342 Sweet Drive, $1,750,000, 4 Bdrms, 2219 SqFt, 1952 YrBIt, 04-13-21,
Previous Sale: $555,000, 07-07-98

3 Wallabi Court, $2,150,000, 5 Bdrms, 2688 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 04-05-21,
Previous Sale: $1,550,000, 05-24-18

3368 Walnut Lane, $1,530,000, 3 Bdrms, 2346 SqFt, 1978 YrBIt, 04-15-21

1004 Woodbury Road #301, $2,345,000, 3 Bdrms, 2931 SqFt, 2015 YrBIt, 04-05-21,
Previous Sale: $2,022,500, 05-04-16

3265 Wooded Creek Lane, $1,749,000, 4 Bdrms, 2031 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 04-12-21,
Previous Sale: $1,225,000, 11-03-20

MORAGA

1964 Ascot Drive, $580,000, 2 Bdrms, 1234 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 04-14-21,
Previous Sale: $430,000, 07-10-06

1965 Ascot Drive #3, $540,000, 2 Bdrms, 1130 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 04-06-21

1988 Ascot Drive #A, $735,000, 3 Bdrms, 1472 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 04-06-21,
Previous Sale: $695,000, 07-23-19

2016 Ascot Drive #B4, $802,000, 3 Bdrms, 1682 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 04-06-21

754 Augusta Drive, $1,515,000, 2 Bdrms, 1556 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 04-06-21,
Previous Sale: $950,000, 08-11-17

www.10LaMadronal.com
Offered at $1,899,000

Sale Pending
66 Heather Ln, Orinda

o o L

Highly Desirable,
Heart of Glorietta

4 Beds, 4 Baths,
approx. 3,130 sqft.

Mid-Century
inspired, updated.
Nature lover’s
paradise.

www.66HeatherLn.com
Offered at $1,695,000

VLATKA CAN HELPYOUWITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.
WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

©2021 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304

... continued on Page D10
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ADAM HAMALIAN

925.708.5630
DRE# 01917597

CHERYL HATA

510.912.5882
DRE# 013859346

JANE SMITH

925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506

JOY WIEHN

415.377.1884

DRE# 02047712

KAAREN BRICKMAN

925.351.5049
DRE# 01932119

LISA TICHENOR

925.285.1093
DRE# 01478540

COMING SOON

1064 MILLER DRIVE, LAFAYETTE
CALL FOR DETAILS
MARY PISCITELLI | 925.765.9095

JUST LISTED

106 READY ROAD, WALNUT CREEK
OFFERED AT $1,595,000
LISATICHENOR | 925.285.1093

PENDING

11090 PALISADES DRIVE, TRUCKEE
OFFERED AT $2,100,000

FONDNAZIO TEAM | 925.817.9053

1640 RIDGEWOOD ROAD, ALAMO
SOLD FOR $2,400,000
DON & PAMELA COLOMBANA 925.878.8047

LORI LEGLER
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925.286.1244
DRE# 00805732

MARY PISCITELLI

l
¢

925.765.9095

DRE# 01426129

MATT MCLEOD

925.464.6500

COMING SOON

COMING SOON

3826 PALO ALTO DRIVE, LAFAYETTE
CALL FOR DETAILS
TINA FRECHMAN | 925.915.0851

JUST LISTED

720 MORAGA ROAD, LAFAYETTE

OFFERED AT $999,000
RUTH EDDY | 925.788.5449

PENDING

1733 SPRINGBROOK ROAD, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $1,665,000
DON & PAMELA COLOMBANA 925.878.8047

SOLD - REPRESENTED BUYER

21 EL PATIO, ORINDA
SOLD FOR $3,950,000
MATT MCLEOD | 925.464.6500

PAMELA & DON
COLOMBANA

RUTH EDDY

-

)

925.878.8047
DRE# 01979180/01979181

925.788.5449
DRE# 01313819

DRE# 01310057

789 SOLANA DRIVE, LAFAYETTE
CALL FOR DETAILS
TINA FRECHMAN | 925.915.0851

PENDING

1032 LINDSEY COURT, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $2,200,000
L. LEGLER / C. HATA 510.912.5882

10 BEACONSFIELD COURT, ORINDA
SOLD FOR $2,275,000
K. BRICKMAN / S.RUHMAN | 925.351.5049

220 POSHARD STREET, PLEASANT HILL
SOLD FOR $1,500,000

S.HUTCHENS/A.HAMALIAN | 925.708.5630

925.212.7617
DRE# 01320608

925.915.0851
DRE# 01970768

BRYAN HURLBUT

925.383.5500
DRE# 01347508

CHRISTINA LINEZO

415.425.3085
DRE# 01964989

JOHN FONDNAZIO

925.817.9053
DRE# 01938194

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500
DRE# 01290985

LAUREN DEAL
HURLBUT TEAM

925.876.4671
DRE#02060294

SHERRY HUTCHENS TINA FRECHMAN VALERIE DURANTINI

415.999.6116
DRE# 01376796
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154 Camino Sobrante, 11 Dos Posos, Orinda 8 Estates Dr, Orinda
Orinda

Coming Soon

Reimagined lvy Drive
Charmer

3BICDS 2B\'I‘HS .3 ACRE

Contact me for more
details!

925.980.3829 DRE# 01885058
Shannon® ShannonConnercom Villageassociates.com
ShannonConnercom 925.254.0505

shannon conner

Village

ASSOCIATES

villageassociates.com | @villageassociates | 925.254.0505 | It's Village. Of Course.
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5bd|45ba|4046 sqft|.55 ac | $2, 795 000 B

Welcome to Orinda living in the popular Orinda Downs
neighborhood! This home has warm, inviting spaces
& throughout providing functionality for families of all sizes.
S8 Landscaped grounds, sun-splashed patios and play areas
complete the outdoor spaces.

~—CLARKTHOMPSON— B3l UXURY
"VILLAGE ASSOCIATES. T
CALBRE# 00903367 \/| age

Office: 925-998-7898 | ct@clarkthompson.com
www.clarkthompson.com

ASSOCIATES
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The shocking truth about GFCI outlets

By Jim Hurley

In the third season of “Goliath” (a somewhat noir series, but worth
watching if you haven’t), Diana and Wade Blackwood, portrayed by
Amy Brenneman and Dennis Quaid, play an intense game where one of
them sits in the bathtub full of water and the other throws in a toaster.
Apparently, the thrill is in not knowing if the toaster is plugged in when
it hits the water. Of course, I have a little trouble suspending disbelief
because I know that building codes require GFCI outlets in any bath-
room, kitchen, and outdoor area where water may be accessible. The
submerged toaster would trip the GFCI outlet in the blink of an eye,
cutting off power to the outlet, and no one gets electrocuted.

The Ground Fault Circuit Interrupter (GFCI) outlet is designed to
save lives by preventing electrical shock. The GFCI device monitors the
current passing through the outlet and automatically shuts off, when it
detects an unrestricted flow.

By GFCI Device, I mean that odd outlet you see in homes with the
buttons that say “TEST” and “RESET.” A GFCI outlet can also be in-
stalled to protect additional outlets connected in series further down
the wire. But wait, there’s more! A GFCI Circuit Breaker could be in-
stalled in your electrical panel to protect every outlet on that circuit.

A LAFAYETTE FAMILY OASIS | $11,500,000 HappyValleyOasis.com

7BD/8.5BA | 8,960 +/- sqft | 1.51 +/- acre lot

NEOCLASSICAL ORINDA ESTATE | $6,999,000 362CaminoSobrante.com
5BD/4.5BA | 5,590 +/- sqft | 1.01 +/- acre lot

. Ann Newton Cane Golden

y 415.999.0253 Gate

| a.newtoncane@ggsir.com EEE—
Lic.#02084093 Sotheby’s

Each Franchise Is Independently Owned And Operated. INTERNATIONAL REALTY

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Wednesday, May 26, 2021

Hard to believe? Here is how it
works: Your house outlets are
wired as sets of circuits. Each cir-
cuit is attached to a breaker in your
electrical panel. The wire goes
through the wall to the first outlet
in the circuit and on to the next like
a daisy chain. By installing a GFCI
breaker in the panel, all the outlets
are under the super sensitive pro-
tection of that breaker. If one out-
let pops the breaker, all the other
outlets are shut off until you reset
the breaker. This is great protec-
tion from shocks, but the downside
is a trip to the electrical panel if it
pops.

Some people install a GFCI out-
let at every receptacle near water,
but one outlet can actually protect
other outlets on the same circuit.
The outlet has two sets of screws
for connecting wires, one is marked Load, where the power comes in,
and the other is Line, where the wire and power continue to the next
outlet. If additional outlets are added on the Line side of the GFCI out-
let, the outlet will pop when any of those outlets sense an overload. In
this case, you need to find the GFCI outlet that triggered to reset the rest
of the outlets.

Here is where it can get tricky. One client called to say their garage
door had stopped working. It turns out the outlet in the ceiling was
protected by a GFCI outlet on a wall that was concealed by storage
boxes. It took a while to find that. Another client had GFCI protection
in her upstairs master bath, as required by code, but the GFCI outlet
was located downstairs in the garage. That took a very long search to
find.

The protection offered by the Ground Fault Circuit Interrupter is
wonderful, until you find yourself searching for the place to restore
power when it has popped. If an outlet has stopped working and none
of your breakers have tripped, you need to find and reset the GFCI out-
let somewhere in the middle. Though I do recommend to my clients
that they put addi-
tional outlets on one
GFCI if the protected
outlets are in the same
room. Or possibly, two
bathrooms if they are
near each other. The
bottom line is, I never
recommend you make
toast while soaking in
a tub.

Jim Hurley is an
independent
handyman with over 25
years of experience in
residential repairs.
Hopefully this free
advice is helpful to
someone attempting
Do-It-Yourself home
repairs. The
information presented
is intended for
informational purposes
and for use by persons
having appropriate
technical skill, at their own discretion and risk.
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In 2021, 9’'m helping with a lot of new address cards. 63 La Cliesta, Orinda $2,900,000

: : : . : . 78 Greenfield Drive, Moraga $1,435,000
The market in the East Bay is booming! If you're thinking of buying or selling in 754 Augusta Drive, Moraga $1,515,000

Lafayette, Moraga, or in my hometown of Orinda, look no further. 146 Camino Sobrante, Orinda $2,750,000

Let me help you find the right fit. 52 Byl Ol £.2 200000
46 El Gavilan, Orinda $1,825,000
17 Camino Don Miguel, Orinda $2,450,000 (pending)

Amy Rose Smith
Village Associates FINDING THE

925.212.3897
amy@amyrosesmith.com . . .
www.amyrosesmith.com

CalBRE: #01855959 AMYROSESMITH

villageassociates.com | @villageassociates \/|||ag€ 925.254.0505 | It's Village. Of Course.

ASSOCIATES




As c E N D 925.900.5288
christine@christinemason.me

real estate christinemason.me

Your East Bay Specialist

I'm with you every step of the way

w Rk R W

Awarded International Diamond Society Award
in 2020 for being in top 10% nationally

5-stars on Google Reviews

CalBRE #02050542 5-stars on Yelp

e

gt
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Christine iIs a closer!
She helped us close against other competing offers.
She is knowledgeable, diligent, and professional.

C@) CHRISTINE )
~ MASON We would gladly use her as a broker again.

J R E A L T O R° Justin K



Congratulations!

Hillary Murphy, our Latest Top Producing Agent 1o
Achieve Partner Status at
Village Associates

Hillary Murphy  Ignacio Vega

Job Well Donel

villageassociates.com | @villageassociates | 925.254.0505 | It's Village. Of Course.

ASSOCIATES




Lafayette ~ 918 Raintree Place ~ New Construction
4BD | 45BA| 3,672 SF | 1.27 Flat Acres | $3,795,000

New construction by Matt
Payne of Springhill Homes
showcases a fresh and light-
drenched contemporary
farmhouse sprawling over
.27 level acres near the
former Kaiser Estate. The
: gorgeous creek-side
property offers an ultra-private mecca for outdoor entertaining and
living under gorgeous towering oak trees. Additional features include a
neutral palette of colors, smooth textured walls, dual pane windows,
shiplap accent walls, high ceilings, and gorgeous crown molding. Bocce
ball court and large pool/pool
house site not pictured above.

Glenn and Kellie Beaubelle

925.200.5011

For more information:
TheBeaubelleGroup.com

Glenn@TheBeaubelleGroup.com
CABRE# 00678426, 01165322
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Lamorinda home sales recorded
. continued from Page D2

MORAGA ... continued

44 Corliss Drive, $1,600,000, 4 Bdrms, 2663 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 04-15-21

804 Country Club Drive, $1,160,000, 3 Bdrms, 1743 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 04-16-21,
Previous Sale: $742,500, 05-09-16

738 Crossbrook Drive, $1,861,000, 4 Bdrms, 2261 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 04-05-21,
Previous Sale: $131,500, 01-01-78

131 Donald Drive, $1,725,000, 4 Bdrms, 2453 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 04-16-21

2145 Donald Drive #4, $531,000, 2 Bdrms, 1190 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 04-05-21,
Previous Sale: $280,000, 06-14-02

141 Greenbriar, $1,575,000, 3 Bdrms, 2388 SqFt, 1985 YrBlt, 04-16-21,
Previous Sale: $644,000, 12-04-00

5 Hansen Court, $1,002,000, 2 Bdrms, 1845 SqFt, 1984 YrBlt, 04-09-21,
Previous Sale: $554,500, 06-22-04

7 Natividad Lane, $1,015,000, 2 Bdrms, 1845 SqFt, 1984 YrBlt, 04-16-21,
Previous Sale: $860,000, 09-04-19

5 Newberry Place, $2,315,000, 5 Bdrms, 2795 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 04-05-21,
Previous Sale: $1,655,000, 04-17-15

1744 Saint Andrews Drive, $925,000, 2 Bdrms, 1464 SqFt, 1974 YrBIt, 04-13-21,
Previous Sale: $120,000, 09-01-77

1818 School Street, $1,735,000, 4 Bdrms, 2417 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 04-06-21

115 Wallace Circle, $1,213,000, 4 Bdrms, 2309 SqFt, 2019 YrBIt, 04-09-21

118 Wallace Circle, $1,213,500, 4 Bdrms, 2309 SqFt, 2019 YrBIt, 04-08-21

ORINDA

55 Berkeley Avenue, $1,975,000, 4 Bdrms, 2995 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 04-15-21,
Previous Sale: $885,000, 08-05-19

73 Brookwood Road #35, $581,000, 2 Bdrms, 882 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 04-07-21

21 Camino Del Diablo, $1,765,000, 4 Bdrms, 3457 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt, 04-05-21,
Previous Sale: $1,250,000, 06-07-13

146 Camino Sobrante, $2,750,000, 3 Bdrms, 2535 SqFt, 1936 YrBIt, 04-06-21,
Previous Sale: $2,095,100, 12-15-16

32 Claremont Avenue, $1,100,000, 3 Bdrms, 1095 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 04-06-21,
Previous Sale: $759,000, 06-24-13

5 Dale Court, $1,375,000, 3 Bdrms, 1928 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 04-13-21

33 Dias Dorados, $4,250,000, 6 Bdrms, 6244 SqFt, 1937 YrBlt, 04-06-21,
Previous Sale: $3,500,000, 08-21-13

56 Dolores Way, $1,750,000, 3 Bdrms, 2105 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 04-12-21,
Previous Sale: $1,080,000, 07-29-14

17 Donald Drive, $1,815,000, 4 Bdrms, 2433 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 04-06-21

34 Donna Maria Way, $1,757,000, 3 Bdrms, 1969 SqFt, 1951 YrBIt, 04-08-21

47 Estabueno Drive, $1,779,500, 4 Bdrms, 2147 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 04-08-21

52 Evergreen Drive, $2,200,000, 3 Bdrms, 2744 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 04-09-21

9 Fleetwood Court, $2,100,000, 5 Bdrms, 3075 SqFt, 1962 YrBIt, 04-05-21,
Previous Sale: $1,327,500, 08-05-16

22 Greenwood Court, $2,655,000, 5 Bdrms, 3319 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 04-15-21,
Previous Sale: $750,000, 07-21-99

31 Honey Hill Road, $2,200,000, 4 Bdrms, 2330 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 04-14-21,
Previous Sale: $140,000, 06-15-05

129 Lombardy Lane, $2,750,000, 4 Bdrms, 2550 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 04-15-21,
Previous Sale: $2,045,000, 06-03-15

519 Miner Road, $8,000,000, 5 Bdrms, 6400 SqFt, 2015 YrBIt, 04-05-21,
Previous Sale: $3,000,000, 05-03-13

177 Moraga Way, $1,925,000, 3 Bdrms, 2514 SqFt, 1940 YrBlt, 04-07-21,
Previous Sale: $945,000, 07-07-14

116 Ravenhill Road, $1,454,000, 2 Bdrms, 2141 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 04-15-21,
Previous Sale: $970,000, 09-18-18

28 Tara Road, $1,330,000, 3 Bdrms, 2112 SqFt, 1965 YrBIt, 04-12-21,
Previous Sale: $925,000, 04-11-07

32 Via Farallon, $1,555,000, 4 Bdrms, 1757 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 04-09-21

328 Village View Court, $1,900,000, 3 Bdrms, 2080 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 04-09-21,
Previous Sale: $1,800,000, 04-20-19

24 Watchwood Court, $1,715,000, 3 Bdrms, 2541 SqFt, 1986 YrBlt, 04-09-21,
Previous Sale: $1,275,000, 04-15-04



YOUR CB ORINDA
REALTORS:
LAURA ABRAMS
BEVERLY ARNOLD
EMILY BAHN
MARAM BATA
VLATKA BATHGATE
ALBERT BERNARDO
NANCY BOOTH
ROBERT BROWN
ROBERTA CALDERON
TONY CONTE

KELLY CRAWFORD
COLIN ELBASANI
JOANNE FISHMAN
LANA FITZPATRICK
SUZANNE GEOFFRION
JEFFREY GILLETT
SORAYA GOLESORKHI
HANK HAGMAN
ANDREA HARRIS
MARGARET HARTWELL
PETER HATTERSLEY
YAN HEIM

MICHELLE HOLCENBERG
WENDY HOLCENBERG
DICK HOLT

COOKIE JAVINSKY
SHELLIE KIRBY

SHERYL KORTRIGHT
MEREDITH LINAMEN
MARSHA MCCRAE
MARY BETH MACLENNAN
LARA MARKEL
CHRISTINA MCCORMICK
MICHELE MCKAY

CHAD MORRISON
PEYMAN MOSHREF
AUDREY NEALE

BRUCE NEWMAN

DIANE PETEK
MARGARET PRICE
SUSAN SCHLICHER
CATHY SCHULTHEIS
AUBREY SHAW

JOEL SHEIMAN
MELANIE SNOW

TOM STACK

TED STREETER

BO SULLIVAN

NORLA TORRES-TURNEY
LINDA VAN DRENT
THERESA WANG

GREG WATKINS

JERRY WENDT

FRANK WOODWARD
JUNE YOUNG

ANA ZIMMANK

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

G3 COLDWELL BANKER | REALTY

Orinda
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69 Windy Creek Way $2,595,000 10 La Madrnal $1,899,000

_ 4 BD /4.5 BA. Stylish and pristine w/views! Enjoy the 4BD/3.5 BA plus versatile room. Stunning Views,
enda style charm yet modern vibe. Wilder amenities. pool, clubhouse, gym and more! outdoor kitchen, fireplace and firepit.

Melanie Snow 925-360-0344  Soraya Golesorkhi 925-808-8390  \/|atka Bathgate 925-597-1573
83tigertail.com Lic #0878893 69windycreek.com Lic #01771736  \yww.10LaMadronal.com Lic#01390784

83 Tiger Tail Court $3,595,000
5 BD / 4 BA. Beautiful Mark Becker Spanish Haci-

Orinda
-
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40 Camino Del Diablo  $1,730,000

85 Orchard Road
3BD/2.5BA

Sun filled single story Glorietta home
510-697-3225 Laura Abrams

Lic#01272382 850rchard.com

3 Totterdell Court  $1,775,000

$1,705,000
4 BD /3 BA. Stunning home in premium location with VIEWS! First time on the market! Move right in. Fabulous Views.
Mary Beth MacLennan
Tony Conte

3totterdellct.com

925-324-6246

925-708-1396 Laura Abrams
Lic#01480008 / 00959101 40caminodeldiabo.com

510-697-3225
Lic#01272382

Lafayette

Sy 8

i - 1061 Orchard Rd. 1,075,000
3776 Mosswood Drive  $1,395,000 921 Dewing Avenue  $1,075,000 Cormel Cottage?v';k?g oun and$Bart s

4BD/2BA/+- 1961 sq. ft. Single level on roughly .25 ~ 2BD/2.5BA/+1,300 sq. ft. Sun-filled beautiful 2nd story, lovely qetached studio.
acre sparkling pool and stately oaks. Updates throughout. views, vaulted ceilings, prime location. Kelly Crawford 925-998-5599
925-788-8516

Tom Stack 925-878-9964 Laura Abrams 510-697-3225 Bey Arnold
Tomstack.com Lic#01501769 921Dewing.com Lic#01272382 Lic#01327015 / 01154860

Concord

K 5

3266 Ptarmigan Dr., #4A

= i
-

$1,055,000
2BD/2BA /1,521 sq. ft. Stunning level-in condo in

$1,249,000 1816 Camino Estrada

1009 Larch Ave

$789,000

3BD/2BA Represented Buyer Rossmoor with Mt. Diablo view!

Represented Buyers Mary Beth MacLennan 925-324-6246
Tom Stack 925-878-9964 Tom Stack 925-878-9964  Tony Conte 925-708-1396
Tomstack.com Lic#01501769  Tomstack.com Lic#01501769 Lic#01480008 / 00959101

Coldwell Banker Orinda
5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925-253-4600

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. Real
estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Realty are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2020 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned
offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. B&x
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VANGUARD PROPERTIES

IN LAMORINDA

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT

Regional Director Ron Mintz

925.872.0968
ron@vanguardproperties.com
DRE# 01095341

VANGUARDPROPERTIES.COM

DRE#01486075 L CEVERASE
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian
Wildfire protection through
landscaping

LINRAE

Photo Cynt-fiia Brian

Agave is drought tolerant. All
Add gravel near a wooden porch parts are toxic, except the
to reduce flammability. flowers.

... continued from Page D1

Characteristics of highly flammable flora

0 Dry and dead leaves, twigs, branches

0 Abundant, dense foliage

0 Needles

0 Low moisture foliage

0 Peeling, loose bark

0 Gummy sap

0 Leathery, dry, or aromatic leaves

o Content of terpene, oils, or resin

o Dryuncut grasses

Characteristics of reasonably fire-resistant plants?

0 Hardy, slow-growing plants that don’t produce litter or thatch.

o Drought tolerant natives with internal high-water content.
Generally, but not always, California natives are more tolerant of

fire and deer.

0 Trees with thick bark that restrict the growth of invasive shrub

species and hardwood trees such as walnut, cherry, maple, and

poplar are less flammable. Deciduous trees and shrubs are more

fire-resistant because they have higher moisture content when in

leaf, lower fuel volume when dormant, and usually do not contain

flammable oils.

0 Supple, moist leaves with little to no sap or resin residue.

0 Low growing ground covers.

0 Bulbs with dried leaves cut to the ground.

... continued on Page D14



Miller & Schroeder | millerandschroeder.com

Traci Miller Erin Schroeder Thinking about selling your home?
DRE 01038042 DRE 02025712 H

9252554370 . 9252829993 Give us a call.
traci.miller@compass.com erin.schroeder@compass.com

114 Meadow Lane, Orinda 887 Amberwood Lane, Walnut Creek

SOLD OFF MARKET

5BD | 3.5 BA | $2,500,000 4 BD | 3.5 BA | $2,100,000
Comj e broker licensed by the State of Cal If d abides by Equal Hou: Opp y laws. Lic N imber 01527365 / 01997075. All material pr nted herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes @ M PA
in pri | o withcrawal ay be ma d ithout notice. No statement Is made a5 to 0 y f any des p All measurements and square footages are approxlmcte, C S S

ﬂ“‘{.".‘r i

3776 M9§swood=Dr, Lafayett
' Offered at $1,395;&

UL T o Ll Bk e

A R e S i1} ot 50 Ps‘ ._ -.nw- T"'.i.

e
1009 Larch Ave, Moraga
Represented Buyers

("B 925.878.9964

corower, 1OoMStack.com

BANKER 826 Skywood Rd, Lafayette

REALTY Tom.Stack@cbnorcal.com Offered at $2,495,000
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

Wildfire protection throu

Photos Cynthia Brian

Angel Face Roses surrounded by flagstone and gravel for fire-resistance.

... continued from Page D12

What can you do now to create a more fire-resistant landscape?

0 Include pavers, bricks, pavement, gravel, rocks, dry creek beds,
fountains, ponds, pools, and lawns.

0 Select high moisture plants that grow close to the ground with a low
sap and resin content.

0 Plant the right plant in the correct location. Leave space between
plants.

0 Minimize the inclusion of evergreen trees within 30 feet of
structures. Clear the understory. Keep trees 20 feet away from chimneys.
0 Remove invasive species or swaths of flammable plants including ivy,
rosemary, broom, coyote brush, chamise and juniper.

0 Keep mulch moist. Create zones of rock, brick or gravel. Bark and
leaves are not mulches recommended near structures.

0 Prune trees 6-10 feet above the ground to hinder fire laddering.

0o Keep appropriate clearance to reduce the threat of burning embers
from decorative features such as gazebos, fences, sheds, porches and
junk areas.

o Irrigate and maintain all flora, lawns and hillsides. Clover,
groundcovers, and grasses that are kept low and green are excellent
alternatives.

0 Due to soil erosion, bare ground is not recommended.

gh landscaping

Ry 4 A I
Strawberries planted as a low ground cover would reduce ignition.
Prone to Ignite Plants

If you have these specimens in your garden, prune and maintain
appropriately or eliminate them.

Acacia Ivy Palm

Arborvitae or Thuya  Cypress Pine

Bamboo Eucalyptus Rosemary
Greasewood or Juniper Cedar

Chamise Burning Bush or Douglas Fir
French, Spanish, Gas plant Coyote Bush

and Scotch Broom Pampas Grass Pride of Madeira

General Rules of Fire Safety
Heed the checklist from our local fire departments to create a defensible
space around your home. Follow fire district recommendations:

0 Prevent embers from igniting your home by clearing leaves, needles,
and debris from gutters, eaves, porches and decks.

0 Mow grasses and weeds.

o Keep your garden watered.

0 Prune tree limbs to keep the lowest branches 6-10 feet from the
ground.

0 Reduce “fire fuel laddering” by not allowing bushes or trees to touch
one another.

0 Keep combustible materials 15-30 feet away from structures.

0 Maintain your property and be alert for any fire danger.

Weed abatement must be completed by June 1. Get out there and get
your landscape more fire-resistant. We all have a responsibility to one
another to help keep our community from experiencing a wildfire.

Happy Gardening. Happy Growing. Be fire safe.



Wednesday, May 26, 2021 925-377-0977 www.lamorindaweekly.com

Rose cuttlngs from February are now sproutlng and ready to
be planted.
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MAKE ROOM FOR
THE WARM WEATHER
BY STORING YOUR
WINTER STUFF!
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Cynthia
Brian in the

spring
garden with
yellow
freesias and
blue
s woodland
ol i ' hyacinths.
Cynthia Brian, The Goddess Gardener, is available for hire
to help you prepare for your spring garden. Raised in the
vineyards of Napa County, Cynthia is a New York Times
best-selling author, actor, radio personality, speaker, media
and writing coach as well as the Founder and Executive
Director of Be the Star You Are!® 501 c3. Tune into
Cynthia’s StarStyle® Radio Broadcast at
www.StarStyleRadio.com.
Buy copies of her best-selling books, including, Chicken
Soup for the Gardener’s Soul, Growing with the Goddess
Gardener, and Be the Star You Are! Millennials to Boomers
at www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store. Receive a FREE
inspirational music DVD.
Hire Cynthia for writing projects, garden consults, and
inspirational lectures.
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com

Flowers * Trees * Succulents * Pottery & Fountains
Benches * Garden Decor * House Plants ¢ Gifts ¢ Jewelry

196 Moraga Way -« (925) 254-3713 < Open Wednesday - Sunday

family owned since 1933

Garden Consultation

www.mcdonnellnursery.com




LAMORINDA'S LEADING INDEPENDENT REAL ESTATE FIRM +

New Listing!

16 Fallen Leaf Terrace
Traditional 5 bed/ 4.5 bath home
w/ on .55 acres in Orinda Downs,
one of Orinda’s favorite

neighborhoods. $2 795 000
ORINDA

S |

¥ 1o
23 Kittiwake Road
Private residential .43 acre lot in one
of Bay Area's most sought after
neighborhoods. Close to Highway

24 & downtown. $725,000

LAFAYETTE
T Y -

3175 Cordova Way

Expanded 4 bed/ 3.5 bath home
offers a generous 3234 sqft & is set
on a quiet street of mature trees &

white picket fences. ¢ 1 ,899,000

WALNUT CREEK

Frad

:-" o

26 Alder Avenue
Single level 5 bed/ 2 bath 2157 sqft
home on stunning .46 acre parcel
w/ majestic redwoods & oversized

front yard. $1,495,000

o facebook.com/VillageAssociates
0 twitter.com/villageassoc
instagram.com/VillageAssociates

ORINDA

48 Oak Road

Custom 3+ bed/ 3 bath 3594 sqft
home on .82 acre lot. Master suite
includes fireplace, reading area, &

private deck. $2,395’000
ORINDA

67 Brookwood Road # 3

Rarely available 2 bed/ 1 bath first
floor condo in charming Orinda
Oaks, close to BART, shops, theater

& restaurants. $525,000

LAFAYETTE

1039 Buchan Drive

Single level updated 4 bed + office/
2 bath Ranch home w/ spacious,
flowing floor plan & plenty of

natural light. $1 595.000

OAKLAND
. - "-l""'

3576 Brunell Drive

Renovated 4 bed/ 3.5 bath home in
Oakland's popular Woodminister w/
views of the Bay & Downtown

Oakland. $1,349,000

ORINDA

—

43 Camino Don Miguel

Luxuriously developed 4 bed +
office/ 3 bath home w/ spectacular
views across the Orinda Country

Club valley. $1,975,000

LAFAYETTE

9 Mountain View Lane
Custom 4 bed/ 3.5 bath home on

9.93 private acres w/ views of the
Lafayette Reservoir, pool, &

surrounding hills. $7,990,000

LAFAYETTE

LB i

g W't
851 Avalon Court
Adorable 3 bed/ 2 bath home
w/ bonus room, putting green &
large bbq patio. Steps from award-

winning schools! $1,395,000

ALAMO

10 Serenity Lane

Majestic gated 12 bed/ 13 bath/

3 half bath chateau w/ vineyard,
20 showcase car barn, & trophy
club room.

$19,500,000

ORINDA

ke New Listing!
1 Crane Court
Charming 4 bed/ 3 bath mostly-
single-level traditional home

nestled in the heart of desirable
Sleepy Hollow.

$1,950,000

1207 Upper Happy Valley Road
Contemporary 5 bed/ 3.5 bath home
on park-like setting w/ views from
every room. Minutes to downtown,

Hwy 24, & schools. $2,849,000

LAFAYETTE

New Listing!

3364 Mildred Lane

Single level 3 bed/ 2 bath Rancher
w/ detached bonus room in
desirable Lafayette Valley Estates

neighborhood. ¢4 595 0

LIVERMORE

10 Storybook Lane

Perfect opportunity to build in
amazing setting near Mt. Diablo on
8 acre gated parcel w/ room for

horses & stable.

$895,000

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 « Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505
Visit www.villageassociates.com

Sunday Open Homes

The Village
Associates:

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore
Linda Ehrich
Joan Evans
Linda Friedman
Claudia Gohler
Dexter Honens I
April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy
John Nash
Altie Schmitt
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf
Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Steve Stahle
Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger
Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward

Margaret Zucker

Village

ASSOCIATES

It's Village. Of Course.
DRE#01301392





