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Using Mother Nature against Mother Nature

A living retaining wall sprouts green on the hillside.

By Jon Kingdon

After 33 years living in Lafayette in the same house,
Gint Federas and his wife, Geni, took on a major land-
scaping project to halt the erosion of their property.
“We originally had a retaining wall which directed the
water, but it led to extensive erosion of the land be-
low,” Federas said. “We had a lot of ivy which we re-
moved at the direction of the fire marshal which ex-
posed how serious the erosion problem was.”

This was no small project on a property that mea-
sures two-thirds of an acre. Federas, who grew up in
an urban environment and now considers himself a
“gentleman farmer,” weighed his options as to the best
way to stabilize the hill. “I considered building re-
taining walls with wood or blocks, but I felt it was un-
sightly and extremely expensive,” Federas said. “So, I
did a lot of research on retaining walls and I found
someone who was doing creek and river remediation
with the heavy-duty polypropylene tubular mesh net-
ting (Grosoxx).” The Grosoxx is designed to stabilize

Grosoxx was filled with seed and compost.

banks and prevent erosion on waterways and shore-
line banks. Besides the ecological benefit of using the
Grosoxx, when costed out, it was about 80% cheaper
than putting in retaining walls.

The first thing Federas did was to remove the non-
native trees. “We cut out all of the pine, palm and
other non-native trees. Our plan was to make a “per-
maculture” where native plants, bushes and trees
would not need added water or chemicals to be able to
grow anything.”

Federas purchased 16,000 feet (over 3 miles) of the
Grosoxx, cutting it into two-to-three-foot lengths, tying
off one end and filling it with seed and compost. After
mixing 300 pounds of seed and 300 tons of compost, it
took Federas and three assistants three months to fill
up enough Grosoxx to fill in one half of the hill. For-
tunately for Federas, “I discovered a Min-FX machine
which is custom made by Filtrexx. It filled up the
Grosoxx like a sausage machine, far faster than we
could manually.”

... continued on Page D4

Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian ... read on Page D16




Orinda ~ 513 Miner Road ~ Pending!

5BD | 5.5BA | 1.1AC | Guest House | 4CAR | $4,598,000
Stunning remodel by our very own Kellie Beaubelle! A few
features of this stunning contemporary estate include:
new chef's kit with show stopping marble and stainless steel
backsplash; elegant master retreat with glass walls and
water feature; fabulous new front garden entry with
hanging lantern; new metal roof; reimagined resort-style
backyard where one will enjoy the birds singing while sitting
by the sparkling new pool and spa. The home celebrates
natural light and inspires indoor/outdoor living in Orinda’s
coveted Country Club neighborhood.
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Glenn & Kellie Beaubelle

925.254.1212
For more information:
TheBeaubelleGroup.com
Email:

Glenn@TheBeaubelleGroup.com
CABRE# 00678426, 01165322
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

City Last reported Lowest amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE BS $1,100,000 $3,100,000
MORAGA 10 $468,000 $2,510,000
ORINDA 19 $1,220,000 $5,609,500

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

976 1st Street, $1,320,000, 3 Bdrms, 1531 SqFt, 1932 YrBlIt, 04-30-21,
Previous Sale: $750,000, 06-13-06

1197 Bacon Way, $1,775,000, 3 Bdrms, 2039 SqFt, 1977 YrBlt, 04-27-21,
Previous Sale: $755,000, 10-02-13

3318 Beechwood Drive, $1,635,000, 4 Bdrms, 1499 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt, 04-23-21,
Previous Sale: $1,349,000, 04-23-18

3026 Bradbury Drive, $1,937,500, 3 Bdrms, 1927 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 04-20-21

25 Camino Court, $1,795,000, 3 Bdrms, 3102 SqFt, 1987 YrBlt, 04-23-21,
Previous Sale: $811,818, 06-09-99

4008 Canyon Road, $2,950,000, 4 Bdrms, 3490 SqFt, 1947 YrBlt, 04-23-21,
Previous Sale: $2,315,000, 04-13-07

426 Castello Road, $1,950,000, 5 Bdrms, 3069 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 04-22-21,
Previous Sale: $1,140,000, 11-10-16

15 Del Rio Court, $1,300,000, 4 Bdrms, 1863 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 04-23-21,
Previous Sale: $600,000, 08-06-03

181 El Dorado Road, $1,707,000, 3 Bdrms, 1518 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 04-20-21,
Previous Sale: $610,000, 08-28-12

688 Francis Drive, $1,430,000, 3 Bdrms, 2025 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 04-30-21,
Previous Sale: $475,000, 11-10-09

3527 Hamlin Road, $2,200,000, 4 Bdrms, 2630 SqFt, 1947 YrBlt, 04-20-21,
Previous Sale: $1,276,000, 11-05-09

669 Jennie Court, $1,265,000, 3 Bdrms, 1150 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 04-22-21

620 Lucas Drive, $2,050,000, 3 Bdrms, 2323 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 04-23-21,
Previous Sale: $530,000, 08-01-89

3320 South Lucille Lane, $1,500,000, 3 Bdrms, 1651 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 04-19-21,
Previous Sale: $625,000, 05-10-12

3235 Mt Diablo Court #103, $1,635,000, 2 Bdrms, 1921 SqFt, 2019 YrBlt, 04-28-21

3235 Mt Diablo Court #207, $1,825,000, 2 Bdrms, 2103 SqFt, 2019 YrBlt, 04-28-21

2776 West Newell Avenue, $1,612,000, 6 Bdrms, 2419 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 04-19-21,
Previous Sale: $599,000, 07-18-01

1128 Perales Street, $1,915,500, 4 Bdrms, 2447 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt, 04-27-21,
Previous Sale: $655,000, 05-23-11

1556 Rancho View Road, $3,400,000, 5 Bdrms, 3246 SqFt, 1971 YrBIt, 04-23-21,
Previous Sale: $2,399,000, 02-28-17

3260 Rohrer Drive, $1,905,000, 3 Bdrms, 2416 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 04-21-21

855 Santa Maria Way, $2,400,000, 3 Bdrms, 1904 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 04-27-21

1247 Scenic Drive, $1,625,000, 3 Bdrms, 1780 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 04-30-21

4 Shreve Lane, $1,100,000, 4 Bdrms, 2031 SqFt, 2013 YrBlt, 04-26-21,
Previous Sale: $769,000, 08-26-14

1097 Sierra Vista Way, $1,851,500, 5 Bdrms, 2013 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 04-22-21,
Previous Sale: $980,000, 09-23-14

508 Silverado Drive, $1,750,000, 4 Bdrms, 2009 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 04-26-21,
Previous Sale: $175,000, 12-01-79

624 North Silverado Drive, $1,750,000, 3 Bdrms, 2195 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 04-20-21

3547 Springhill Road, $3,100,000, 4 Bdrms, 3398 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 04-29-21,
Previous Sale: $2,000,000, 05-19-14

41 Sunrise Lane, $1,325,000, 5 Bdrms, 2424 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 04-23-21

3411 Sweet Drive, $1,605,000, 3 Bdrms, 2197 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 04-20-21

3094 Sweethrier Circle, $2,395,000, 4 Bdrms, 2371 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 04-23-21,
Previous Sale: $2,210,000, 04-15-19

17 Timber Lane, $1,550,000, 3 Bdrms, 1340 SqFt, 1965 YrBIt, 04-19-21,
Previous Sale: $640,000, 01-20-05

1208 Vacation Drive, $1,515,000, 3 Bdrms, 1450 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 04-23-21,
Previous Sale: $920,000, 07-15-14

... continued on Page D13



PUT THE STELLA AND STEPHANIE ADVANTAGE TO WORK FOR YOU.
CALL STELLA AND STEPHANIE TODAY'

1220WOODBOROUGH.COM | 1220 Woodborough Rd, Lafayette
4 Bedrooms | 3. 5 Bathrooms | 4630 Sq Ft. | 1.06 Acres | Offered at $2,875,000

JUST SOLD!
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N5BATES.COM | 115 Bates Ct, Orinda T1090MARGUERITE.COM 11090 Marguerite Ct, Lafayette
Sold With Multiple Offers At $3,158,000! Sold Off Market At $4,125,000!

STELLA TSAKONAS - DRE #01363574
925.878.6603
STELLA@STELLAANDSTEPHANIE.COM

Ll 8 STEPHANIE MULL - DRE #01955633
TOP 1% OF REALTORS IN CONTRA COSTA COUNTY 925.878.1896
STEPHANIE@STELLAANDSTEPHANIE.COM
COMPASS @

STELLAANDSTEPHANIE.COM
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... continued from Page D1

In the end, it only took three weeks to
prepare the Grosoxx for the other half of
the hill.

Federas and his crew started at the
bottom of the hill and laid each of the
Grosoxx side-by-side and row-by-row
up the hill. “We held the Grosoxx in
place using geogrid fabric (geosynthetic
material used to reinforce soils), partic-

ularly in the steeper area,” Federas said.

“This would keep the Grosoxx from
rolling down the hill and was particu-
larly effective on areas that were steep-
est. We flattened the Grosoxx to key
them into the hillside and would lay an-
other layer on them, going up the hill
continuously. It’s called Mechanically
Stabilized Earth (MSE),” he said. “In soil
engineering terms, the goal is to con-
tain, reinforce, and vegetate. Cosmeti-

The planting includes vegetables like sweet peas

cally, the ‘living retaining wall’ adds
tens of thousands of flowers and at-
tracts natural pollinators like bees, but-
terflies and hummingbirds.”

Once the grass seed roots, it ties the
Grosoxx bags together to form a “living
retaining wall” of tubes interlocked
above, below and between with root
fibers. Deep-rooted, native flowers will
replace grass after they start from seed.
With over 10,000 planned plantings,
buying flats from nurseries would be
cost prohibitive.

“We’re ramping up about 1,000 seed
plantings each weekend,” said Federas.
“All plantings will be deep-rooted and
native. Once they get established, their
roots will grow deeper through the bag
and root several feet into the ground.”

... continued on Page D12

Photo Gint Federas

RENTALS

THE RENTAL CONCIERGE
FOR BAY AREA OWNERS AND RENTERS

510.545.3461 | info@andrearentals.com

It's so hard to
find a place
to rent in the
Bay Area!
Andrea, can
you and your

Andrea and Team, I'm a real estate
agent who doesn't handle rentals and
my clients just closed on a fantastic
property they'd like to rent out.
Can you take it from here?

team find me
a new home
and handle all
the frustrating
details so I
can rest easy?

AndreaRentals,

A— i
I have a great rental property, but |

my tenants just gave notice and the
thought of dealing with it makes
me want to scream. Save me!

Yes! Let’s connect.

Full details and fee

—\

We're moving out of Lamorinda, but we don't want to
selll AndreaRentals, can you find us some great renters
who will love and care for the house while we're gone?

information for Owner
and Renter Services at
andrearentals.com

BRE #02003472




19 El Gavilan Road, Orinda

5 bd |5 ba|4541 sqft|.48 ac| $2,300,000

Enjoy family living at its best on one of Drinda’s favorite
oo streets. This custom home with masterful craftsmanship has
spectacular views from all vantage points wh le providing
unmatched indoor/outdoor living and entertaining. An
added bonus is the separate, lower level 1bd/ 1bath apartment.

—=(CLARKTHOMPSON=—

REAL ESTATE BROKER
VILLAGE ASSOCIATES

CALBRE# 00903367

Office: 925-998-7898 | ct@clarkthompson.com

www.clarkthompson.com AR A




YOUR CB ORINDA
REALTORS:
LAURA ABRAMS
BEVERLY ARNOLD
EMILY BAHN
MARAM BATA
VLATKA BATHGATE
ALBERT BERNARDO
NANCY BOOTH
ROBERT BROWN
ROBERTA CALDERON
TONY CONTE

KELLY CRAWFORD
COLIN ELBASANI
JOANNE FISHMAN
LANA FITZPATRICK
SUZANNE GEOFFRION
JEFFREY GILLETT
SORAYA GOLESORKHI
HANK HAGMAN
ANDREA HARRIS
MARGARET HARTWELL
PETER HATTERSLEY
YAN HEIM

MICHELLE HOLCENBERG
WENDY HOLCENBERG
DICK HOLT

COOKIE JAVINSKY
SHELLIE KIRBY

SHERYL KORTRIGHT
MEREDITH LINAMEN
MARY BETH MACLENNAN
LARA MARKEL
CHRISTINA MCCORMICK
MARSHA MCCRAE
MICHELE MCKAY

CHAD MORRISON
PEYMAN MOSHREF
AUDREY NEALE

BRUCE NEWMAN

DIANE PETEK
MARGARET PRICE
SUSAN SCHLICHER
CATHY SCHULTHEIS
AUBREY SHAW

JOEL SHEIMAN
MELANIE SNOW

TOM STACK

TED STREETER

BO SULLIVAN

NORLA TORRES-TURNEY
LINDA VAN DRENT
THERESA WANG

GREG WATKINS

JERRY WENDT

FRANK WOODWARD
JUNE YOUNG

ANA ZIMMANK

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

x
(53 COLDWELL BANKER REALTY

Ori_nda Orinda

10 La Madrnal

83 Tiger Tail Court $3,595,000
5 BD / 4 BA. Beautiful Mark Becker Spanish Haci-
enda style charm yet modern vibe.
Melanie Snow 925-360-0344
83tigertail.com Lic #0878893

$1,699,000
4 BD /3 BA. Stunning home in premium location with VIEWS! 4BD/3.5 BA plus versatile room. Stunning Views,

urt  $1,775,000

925-324-6246 outdoor kitchen, fireplace and firepit.

925-708-1396 Vlatka Bathgate 925-597-1573
Lic#01480008 / 00959101 www.10LaMadronal.com Lic#01390784

Lafayette

Mary Beth MacLennan

Tony Conte
3totterdellct.com

971 Hawthorne Drive  $1,185,000

3 BDs/ 3 BA in coveted Lafayette Oaks neighborhood.

acre sparkling pool and stately oaks. Updates throughout. Close to Trails and downtown.
925-878-9964 Tom Stack
Lic#01501769 Tomstack.com

3776 Mosswood Drive  $1,395,000

185 Holly Lane  $1,495,000
2 BD/ 2.5BA - 2,046 sq ft. Lovely wood accents & beamed 4 BD /2 BA/ +- 1961 sq. ft. Single level on roughly .25

vaulted ceilings. Artistic garden, 3-car garage.
Laura Abrams 510-697-3225 Tom Stack
185Hollylane.com Lic#01272382 Tomstack.com

925-878-9964
Lic#01501769

Lafayette

1061 Orchard Rd.  $1,075,000
Carmel Cottage walk to town and Bart, plus a

detached studio.
Kelly Crawford 925-998-5599

Bev Arnold

$899,000 76 Ashbrook Place  $2,410,000

921 Dewing Avenue
2 BD /2.5 BA/+1,300 sq. ft. Sun-filled beautiful 2nd story, lovely Represented Buyer
views, vaulted ceilings, prime location.

925-788-8516 Laura Abrams
Lic#01327015 / 01154860 921Dewing.com

925-324-0405
Lic #01373412

510-697-3225 Michelle Holcenberg
Lic#01272382

Concord

1816 Camino Estrada  $789,000
Represented Buyer

1100 Leisure Lane #4  $330,000
1BR, 1 Bath, Level in, no steps. New carpet. Dual pane

windows.
Hank Hagman 925-963-9969
Lic#00771832

Coldwell Banker Orinda
5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925-253-4600

5 Newberry Place
Represented Buyer

Laura Abrams 510-697-3225 Tom Stack

Lic#01272382 Tomstack.com

925-878-9964
Lic#01501769

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. Real
estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Realty are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2020 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned
offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. B&x
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653 Miner Aoad, Orinda

Beautifully updated on a quiet, oak-studded acre rests this fabulous home with a wonderful floor plan

and serene views. The recently renovated, gourmet eat-in kitchen is truly the heart of the home. Incred-

ibly spacious, with stainless steel appliances, new countertops & backsplash, high ceilings and tons of
light - it has it all! The kitchen opens to a light-filled family room with bath. The adjacent dining room
and living room are perfect for everyday living and entertaining. See website for more details!

SListed at $2,100,000 | Uisit 653 inerfRoad.com

Amy Rose Smith

Village Associates
925.212.3897
amy@amyrosesmith.com
www.amyrosesmith.com
CalBRE: #01855959

dche

+3,248 1 100%
Sq Office Fabulous

Expansive decks, level lawn and views

FINDING THE

AMYROSESMITH

villageassociates.com | @villageassociates \/|||ag€ 925.254.0505 | It's Village. Of Course.
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PROUD 5 TIME SPONSOR OF

Taste

of Laxcagette

Lafayette’s Favorite Dinner Party!
Friends, Food & Entertainment

June 22, 2021 - 5:00pm-8:00pm

Proceeds for the event benefit

LAFAVETTE  Sff oo

CHAMBER  m

Gj 925.878.9964

TomStack.com
BAMKER
REALTY | Tom.Stack@cbnorcal.com

DL #015%01 768

Fresh Coat Restoration LLC

Restore | Refresh | Re- DeSIgn | Rebuild 5% off
s R 925-655-7528 LU
= == , . of this ad

New Builds

Staining
"I.':_‘H-. ¥ Restoration @
‘Ir s ... and so much more!
) Tnnl

_ oy Check us out on Yelp and Google!

TERR RENIVERSRET

(925) 643- ;ﬁi
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As c E N D 925.900.5288
christine@christinemason.me

real estate christinemason.me

Your East Bay Specialist

I'm with you every step of the way

w Rk R W

Awarded International Diamond Society Award
in 2020 for being in top 10% nationally

5-stars on Google Reviews

CalBRE #02050542 5-stars on Yelp

e

gt

o o o
Christine iIs a closer!
She helped us close against other competing offers.
She is knowledgeable, diligent, and professional.

C@) CHRISTINE )
~ MASON We would gladly use her as a broker again.

J R E A L T O R° Justin K



Hacienda Real Estate & Mike Miller present Why Commute?

1550 VIADER DR, MORAGA Work Locally!
g Don't Pay Rent! Own It!

Hard to find small office building approx. 2600 s.f.

4 existing tenants, flexible zoning for wide range of uses
| Walk to Moraga Center shopping, restaurants and shops
| Well maintained building with 13 parking spaces

. Buy it with a partner or two....

Call Mike for a private showing
(925) 963-7766

Cal DRE#: 00689374

JUST LISTED - $4,295,000 JUST LISTED - $2,579,000 COMING SOON!

3826 PALO ALTO DRIVE, LAFAYETTE 789 SOLANA DRIVE, LAFAYETTE 1MIDDLE ROAD, LAFAYETTE Tl NA
6 Beds, 5.5 Baths, 5,359 sqft., 1.04 Acres 5 Beds, 3.5 Baths, 3,040 sqft., .96 Acres 5 Beds, 4 Baths, 3,725 sqft., .32 Acres
Multi-generational mid century estate. Sensational property on Solana Dr! Views, open Unparalleled architecture & craftsmanship; one of FRECH MAN
Pool, tennis court, gated driveway. concept, level lawn, sport court, and close to town. the newer homes in this desirable neighborhood. REALTOR®
T ;r - —m 925.915.0851
I ek 5
tEa r fl" tina@dudum.com
e '-qx"‘l Thlnklng of selllng’? DRE# 01970768

Wondering what your home
could be worth in today’s
active market? My skills and
expertise ensure both Buyers
and Sellers enjoy the utmost in

COMING SOON! REPRESENTED BUYER & SELLER - $1,726,200 professionalism and care.
2 ORIOLE ROAD, ORINDA 760 TANGLEWOOD DRIVE, LAFAYETTE Call me to learn more.
Views for days and love resonates throughout this Contemporary modern home completely
home. 4/2.5 baths, vaulted ceiling, great schools remodeled in 2018. Over 2,800 sqft, 4/3 baths,

and quick commute to town, Bart, and freeway. tranquil & close to downtown, Bart, and freeway. DRE 01882902
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VANGUARD PROPERTIES

IN LAMORINDA

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT

Regional Director Ron Mintz

925.872.0968

ron@vanguardproperties.com
DRE# 01095341

VANGUARDPROPERTIES.COM

DRE#01486075 L CEVERASE

85 Underhill Roqd Orlnda
Fabulous Ioco’rlon CI@se o Down’rown

4 Bedrooms / 3.5 Baths / 3367 Sg Ft** / .31 Acre*
Dramatic vaulted old growth redwood-trussed ceilings.
Hardwood floors and wood-detailed windows, beautifully
updated kitchen. Bonus room, large spaces, primary suite
has space for office or sitting room. Level lawn for play, fun
outdoor areas, views - a great entertainer!
www.85UnderhillRd.com
W

Linda Ehrich

925.698.1452
DRE #01330298
Linda@LindaEhrich.com
@Lamorindalinda
www.lindaehrich.com

Ashley Battersby

925.323.9955
DRE #01407784

ashley@ashleybattersby.com
@ashleybattersbyhome
I [i !I

jeassociates.com | @villageassociates | 925.254.0505 | It's Village. Of Course.

ANIRENETHR
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Using Mother Nature against Mother Nature
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Photos Gint Federas

Flowers will be deep rooted to conserve water and fertilizer.

... continued from Page D4

The Federases will be planting numerous
flowers for year-round and ever-changing
colors. “They are all going to be native, deep
rooted flowers like black eyed Susans,
echinacea, salvia, lupine, milkweed and
African daisies,” Federas said. “It’s important
to have them be deep rooted natives because
once they deep root, you don’t have to water
or fertilize them anymore and they are low
maintenance. They’ll seek their own water in
the hillside. The tubes shade the dirt below
and reduce evaporation, like adding six
inches of mulch on top of the soil. Plus, these
flowers will attract bees and butterflies and
aren’t liked by deer. They will bloom from
early spring through late fall. On the shady
side, we’re planting Coleus and hosta.”

How many flowers overall will be planted
on the property? Thousands and thousands,
and then some.

It was on
Greenhorizonsenvironmental.com where
Federas originally learned about Grosoxx
which was invented by Rod Taylor. What
must be most satisfying for Federas and his
wife is that same website which lists the
successful projects using their Grosoxx, the
Federas Residence is prominently listed as a
case study to emulate.

Federas has been sharing his work on
Facebook and welcomes any questions that
anyone might have if they are faced with a
similar project.

Federas’ next project? “Sleep.”

Correction: In the May 26 article, “The shocking truth about
GFCI outlets,” the terms “line” and “load” were swapped; the
correct explanation should have read as follows: The outlet

has two sets of screws for connecting wires, one is marked

Flowers like this Lupine are growing in pots. Line, where the power comes in, and the other is Load,
where the wire and power continue to the next outlet.
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

. continued from Page D2

LAFAYETTE ... continued

1064 Viela Court, $1,930,000, 3 Bdrms, 2078 SqFt, 1950 YrBIt, 04-20-21,
Previous Sale: $235,000, 07-01-85

3344 Walnut Lane, $2,230,000, 4 Bdrms, 2265 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 04-20-21

1006 Woodbury Road #102, $1,520,000, 2 Bdrms, 1495 SqFt, 2015 YrBIt, 04-30-21

MORAGA

2026 Ascot Drive, $736,000, 3 Bdrms, 1687 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 04-20-21,
Previous Sale: $455,000, 07-03-14

2129 Ascot Drive #11, $650,000, 2 Bdrms, 1314 SqFt, 1970 YrBIt, 04-28-21,
Previous Sale: $350,000, 12-11-03

2121 Donald Drive #18, $468,000, 2 Bdrms, 896 SqFt, 1963 YrBIt, 04-19-21,
Previous Sale: $209,000, 02-06-20

255 Donald Drive, $1,632,000, 3 Bdrms, 2486 SqFt, 1986 YrBlt, 04-20-21

264 Draeger Drive, $1,950,000, 5 Bdrms, 2790 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 04-20-21,
Previous Sale: $1,564,000, 06-29-17

1133 Larch Avenue, $1,580,000, 3 Bdrms, 1560 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 04-26-21,
Previous Sale: $965,000, 07-12-06

219 Paseo Del Rio, $1,689,000, 4 Bdrms, 2340 SqFt, 1969 YrBIt, 04-23-21,
Previous Sale: $1,375,000, 10-12-18

73 Sanders Ranch Road, $2,510,000, 4 Bdrms, 3929 SqFt, 1988 YrBlt, 04-27-21

11 Sparrow Court, $1,862,000, 3 Bdrms, 2573 SqFt, 1969 YrBlt, 04-30-21

15 Williams Drive, $1,975,000, 4 Bdrms, 2664 SqFt, 1985 YrBlt, 04-20-21,
Previous Sale: $1,290,000, 07-27-07

ORINDA

1 Aghalee Road, $2,000,000, 4 Bdrms, 2010 SqFt, 1966 YrBIt, 04-27-21,
Previous Sale: $1,960,000, 05-26-20

20 Alice Place, $3,225,000, 4 Bdrms, 4471 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 04-19-21,
Previous Sale: $1,305,000, 04-23-98

40 Camino Del Diablo, $1,730,000, 3 Bdrms, 2146 SqFt, 1986 YrBlt, 04-20-21

42 Camino Lenada, $1,350,000, 2 Bdrms, 1601 SqFt, 1955 YrBIt, 04-30-21,
Previous Sale: $869,000, 08-16-07

135 Camino Pablo, $1,286,000, 4 Bdrms, 2511 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt, 04-20-21

27 Ivy Drive, $1,220,000, 3 Bdrms, 1520 SqFt, 1954 YrBIt, 04-26-21,
Previous Sale: $1,150,000, 09-11-18

63 Ivy Drive, $2,020,000, 6 Bdrms, 2965 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 04-26-21,
Previous Sale: $1,255,000, 06-30-08

23 Martha Road, $1,945,000, 4 Bdrms, 2285 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 04-19-21

63 Moraga Viax, $1,885,000, 4 Bdrms, 2662 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 04-23-21,
Previous Sale: $1,410,000, 04-29-14

38 Muth Drive, $1,715,000, 4 Bdrms, 2320 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 04-20-21,
Previous Sale: $739,000, 12-03-03

37 La Cintilla, $1,780,000, 3 Bdrms, 2685 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 04-30-21

63 La Cuesta Road, $2,900,000, 3 Bdrms, 3637 SqFt, 1931 YrBlt, 04-29-21,
Previous Sale: $2,200,000, 04-08-15

10 La Punta, $5,609,500, 4 Bdrms, 5508 SqFt, 1940 YrBlt, 04-30-21,
Previous Sale: $238,000, 06-01-78

28 Lost Valley Drive, $1,900,000, 4 Bdrms, 2338 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 04-30-21,
Previous Sale: $945,000, 08-13-10

53 Tappan Lane, $3,100,000, 5 Bdrms, 3346 SqFt, 1975 YrBIt, 04-20-21,
Previous Sale: $1,405,000, 11-14-17

58 Tomcat Way, $3,125,000, 4 Bdrms, 4239 SqFt, 2018 YrBIt, 04-22-21,
Previous Sale: $2,620,000, 06-25-19

14 Vista Del Mar, $2,380,000, 4 Bdrms, 2994 SqFt, 1969 YrBlt, 04-21-21,
Previous Sale: $815,000, 05-01-92

57 Van Ripper Lane, $1,615,000, 3 Bdrms, 1966 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 04-27-21,
Previous Sale: $1,530,000, 11-02-20

3 Woodland Road, $1,820,000, 3 Bdrms, 1546 SqFt, 1920 YrBlt, 04-23-21
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NEW LISTING
69 WINDY CREEK WAY, ORINDA | $2,595,000

Everything you want! Elegant two-year old home in the
coveted Orinda Wilder development. Feel like you're away
from it all! Enjoy the lovely setting, the clubhouse amenities,
pool, gym, sporting fields and nature hikes. Feel how lucky
you are when you enter the front door of this stylish home
with an outdoor fireplace, an extra-large Primary bedroom
suite with relaxing views of the Wilder hills and open space. It
boasts a luxurious bathroom with oversized tub and enormous
closet! All bedrooms have ensuite baths. As an extra bonus,
the separate third garage can be used as a “She-shed”, “Man
cave”, office or gym. It is conveniently hard-wired for gig speed,
insulated and well-lit. Easy access to freeway, Orinda BART
and top rated schools.

Call me with your real estate questions.
I’'m happy to help!

925.808.8390
sg@sorayadhomes.com

sorayadhomes.com
DRE #01771736

'-.>;e'"
\ COLDWELL BANKER
5 Moraga Way, Orinda

DDLTATELL
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

Fire-retardant and fire-resistant

Photos Cynthia Brian

After weeding, this hillside is blooming with statice, gaura, geranium, calendula, and ice plant.

By Cynthia Brian

Normally the sound of weed-whackers dis-
rupts the tranquility of living the soulful
country life, but this year, I am grateful to
hear their constant buzzing. With a summer
of historical dryness in front of us bringing a
looming fire danger, cutting the grasses on
hillsides, paths, and in backyards is impera-
tive. ’'ve been working on my property since
early February weeding, cutting, pruning,
mulching, repairing, and planting in prepa-

ration for a hot, dangerous year. You are en-
couraged to walk through your landscape
and make sure you are also ready for what-
ever may transpire. We want to keep our
community picturesque as well as safe. We
all play a part in protecting our precious land
and lives.

My articles on creating an Emergency
Go-Bag and Wildfire Protection through
Landscaping elicited numerous emails and
comments (see story links on Page D14). The
No. 1 request was to supply a list of plants

planting

Wednesday, June 9, 2021

S

that would be fire-retardant and
fire-resistant.

When planning a new garden or adding
plants to an existing landscape, it is essential
to be reminded that no plant is fire-proof.
Everything can and will burn if the tempera-
ture is hot enough. Also, even if a plant tag
indicates that it is fire-resistant, it must be
properly maintained, pruned, irrigated,
spaced, and positioned in the correct loca-
tions to thrive. Plants that have been infested
with pests, are too old, or are stressed will be
more flammable. Plants that are not nur-
tured could create a problem for other vege-
tation. Inspect your botanicals carefully.

... continued on Page D16

Asiatic lilies and Santa Barbara Daisies are
both fire-retardant and fire-resistant.



READY TO MAKE A MOVE?

Chris & Tracy have your new home!
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Coming Soon in
Orindawoods
3 BD |2 BA | 2230+ SF
Single level estate home,

flat yard on all sides
$2,200,000

Coming Soon in
Lafayette
3BD|2BA| 1700t SF
Mt Diablo views, media
area, dramatic rooms
$1,495,000

Coming Soon in
Saranap
3 BD |2 BA | 1700+ SF
Level lot on a cul-de-
sac, big yard, spa
$1195,000

Have your agent contact Chris & Tracy today for more

information about these opportunities.
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Coming Soon in
Orindawoods
3 BD | 2.5 BA | 2700+ SF
All updated, wonderful

floor plan, big yard
$1995,000

Chris Swim & Tracy Keaton
Lic. 00943989 | 01051349
925.166.1447
chris@chrisswim.com
chrisswim.com

C@MPASS

STUNNING ORINDA HOME
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Fabulous 5 bedroom home on pres-
tigious close in cul-de-sac. Beautfully
renovated throughout. Sparkling kitch-
en, spacious family/media room, gor-
geous primary suite. Enchanting 2/3
acre private knoll close to BART, swim
club, downtown shops & restaurants.
& $1,895,000 Village

_Assoch'r}:s

THE LINDA FRIEDMAN TEAM

Leading Lamorinda Broker Since 1990

LINDA FRIEDMAN,
BROKER, JD

Direct: 925.899.2336
linda@lindafriedman.com
DRE# 00521002

Assisted By
PEGGY HARMATZ,
REALTOR, MBA

Direct: 925.899.6321
peggy@lindafriedman.com

DRE# 01200791
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GARDEN ZONES
ZONE 1: DEFENSIBLE ZONE

Plants within 30 feet of a structure need to be considered for fire-retardance. This is
Zonme 1, the defensible space of your garden which will be able to withstand extreme
heat and flying embers. Plants need to be watered thoroughly, trees are preferably de-

OUR HOMES

ciduous, and the leaves of plants will be moist, fleshy, and broad.

Groundcovers for  Dusty Miller
this area include: Shasta Daisy
Lawn grasses Chrysanthemum
Ajuga Coreopsis
Isotoma Foxglove
Gazania Ferns

Alyssum Geranium

Moss Daylilies
Nasturtium Impatiens

Vinca Hosta

Dwarf Plumbago Heuchera
Chamomile Penstemon
Zone 1 Perenni- Pelargonium

als include: New Zealand Flax
Acanthus Lamb’s Ear
Agapanthus Calla lilies
Artemisia Bird of Paradise
Bergenia Zone 1 Shrubs
Canna include:

ZONE 2: FUEL BREAK

From 31 feet to 70 feet from a structure, and even further up on slopes, is the green-
belt area which is designed to halt the fire. Plants in this area are the most fire-
retardant with low fuels and high moisture content. These plantings can withstand
neglect, freezes, droughts, and even insect infestations and still be fire-retardant.
Ground covers don’t grow over 18 inches. Trees and shrubs have space between them.
In general, although succulents and cactus may not survive a fire, they are the best at

retarding one.

Zone 2 Groundcov-
ers include:
Succulents

Ice plant

Yarrow

Artemisia

Morning glory
Coreopsis

Santa Barbara Daisy
Wild strawberry
Gazania

Primrose
Osteospermum
Clover

Verbena

Zone 2 Perennials
include:

Yarrow

Dusty Miller
California Poppy
Iris

Gaura
Euphorbia
Chrysanthemum
Coreopsis

Statice
Candytuft
Lupine

Red-Hot Poker
Sage

Rose

Privet
Boxwood
Camellia
Photinia
Mock Orange
Gardenia
Hibiscus
Pittosporum
Azalea
Rhododendron
Lilac
Viburnum
Oleander
Zone 1 Vines
include:
Clematis
Trumpet Vine
Grape

Yucca

Zone 2 Shrubs
include:
Succulents
Cactus

Oleander
Pomegranate
Rockrose

Zone 2 Vines
include:
Virginia Creeper
Lady Banks Rose
Honeysuckle
Nightshade
Senecio Confusus

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977

Jasmine

Bower Vine
Wisteria

Zone 1 Trees
include:

Fruit trees
Magnolia

Maple

Redbud

Birch

Pineapple Guava
Dogwood

Crape Myrtle
Liquid Amber
Ornamental Pear
Pepper Tree

Zone 2 Trees
include:

Carob
Strawberry Tree
Redbud

Honey Locust
Chinese Pistache
California Black Oak
Sumac

Yucca

Joshua Tree

Wednesday, June 9, 2021

Black mustard plant becomes invasive, dries in
summer as kindling for fires, and sprouts after
fires. Pull it!

Photos Cynthia Brian
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Grapes and roses along
with love-in-the-mist
nigella are fire-safe.

Photos Cynthia Brian
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GENERAL FIRE-RESISTANT PLANTS
Although no plant is 100% fire-proof, these plants are less likely to burn. Several are
already listed for Zones 1 and 2.
Bulbs (tulips, daffodils, iris, hyacinth, freesia, etc. Cut stalks to the ground when leaves

are dry)

California redbud Yellow or Purple Evening primrose Locust

Sage Ice Plant Daphne Fruit Trees (vari-
Penstemon Creeping Phlox Boxwood eties of cherry,
Heather Lamium Rhododendron plum, pear, peach,
Fuchsia Sedum Spirea apricot, pome-
Columbine Succulents Dogwood granate, fig)
Thyme Veronica Mock orange Black Oak

Poppy Armeria Azalea Hawthorne

Wild strawberry Agapanthus Currant Birch

Common yarrow Trumpet Vine Viburnum Aspen

French lavender Daylily Aloe Poplar

Lantana Heuchera Primrose Maple

Lilac Hosta Candytuft Manzanita (prune
Coreopsis Red-Hot Poker African Daisy without

Ajuga Lupine Calendula deadwood)
California lilac Delphinium TREES: Walnut

Society garlic Echinacea Horse Chestnut California Bay
Jasmine Lamb’s ear Liquid Amber Laurel
Periwinkle Yucca Honey Locust California Pepper
Alliums Rose Crabapple

Dianthus Salvia Purple Robe

Remember that deciduous plants are less flammable than evergreen. Gray and silver plants
have a high mineral and ash content which makes them more fire-resistant. Vegetation with
needles or fine, thin leaves is flammable. The more stored moisture a plant has, the more it can
withstand a fire. Use less-flammable types of mulch, such as gravel or decorative rock, or a
combination of wood bark mulch and decorative rock to dress your garden, retain moisture,
and deter weed growth.

To burn, fires need fuel. By removing debris, planting and maintaining a fire-retardant and
fire-resistant landscape, cutting down dead trees, thinning dried branches, spacing, pruning,
watering, and keeping trees away from roofs, you will dimmish the chance of ignition, lower
fire intensity, and reduce the spread of a blaze. Your home will have a better chance of surviv-
ing a wildfire.

Best of all, you can still create a gorgeous oasis where you can entertain, relax, and
socialize.

Firewise volunteers are available to offer advice in neighborhoods. The Orinda Firewise
Council supports and educates the public about wildfire resilience. They are seeking landscap-
ers and nurseries to assist with communicating ways in which homeowners can become more
wildfire safe by making their property more fire-resistant. To work together with them to em-
power and beautify the community, go to https://www.orindafirewisecouncil.org/contact-us
Website: https://www.orindafirewisecouncil.org

You don’t want fires to crawl fueled by unkempt low-lying vegetation, high grasses, or
mounds of leaves. Get out the weed whackers and go to work. Be fire safe and enjoy a won-
derful summer.

Happy Gardening. Happy Growing. Congratulations to the graduates and Happy Father’s
Day to all the great dads.

Links to Lamorinda Weekly “Go Bag” and “Firewise Landscaping” stories:
www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue1507/Packing-an-emergency-Go-Bag.html

Pl A

A beautiful arbor of wisteria, roses, and scarlet
trumpet vine, all fire-resistant botanicals.

www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue1507/Digging-Deep-with-Goddess-Gardener-Cynthia-Brian-Wildfire-protection-through-landscaping.html



Wednesday, June 9, 2021 925-377-0977 www.lamorindaweekly.com OUR HOMES LAMORINDA WEEKLY Page: D19

McDonnell \Q) Nursery

- ,fﬁ.?

Watered lawn grasses provide a defensive zone.

family owned since 1933

Flowers * Trees * Succulents ¢ Pottery & Fountains
Benches * Garden Decor * House Plants * Gifts ¢ Jewelry
Garden Consultation

www.mcdonnellnursery.com

196 Moraga Way < (925) 254-3713 < Open Wednesday - Sunday

Cynthia Brian working to make the garden
fire-safe.

Cynthia Brian, The Goddess Gardener, is available for hire
to help you prepare for your garden. Raised in the
vineyards of Napa County, Cynthia is a New York Times
best-selling author, actor, radio personality, speaker, media
and writing coach as well as the Founder and Executive
Director of Be the Star You Are!® 501 c3. Tune into
Cynthia’s StarStyle® Radio Broadcast at
www.StarStyleRadio.com.

Buy copies of her books, including, Chicken Soup for the
Gardener’s Soul, Growing with the Goddess Gardener, and
Be the Star You Are! www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store.
Receive a FREE inspirational music DVD and special
savings.

Hire Cynthia for writing projects, garden consults, and
inspirational lectures.

Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com

www.GoddessGardener.com Celebrating over 20 years of service in Lamorinda. Bonded — Licensed & Insured License# 702845 (27 & (53

Enlarge your living area with an outdoor kitchen or entertainment space complete with a built in
barbecue and the warm glow of a stone or masonry fireplace.
Garden Lights Landscape Development, Inc. is a full service landscape & pool design build firm.
We design & install with just one call 925-254-4797 + www.gardenlightslandscape.com




LAMORINDA'S LEADING INDEPENDENT REAL ESTATE FIRM +

ORINDA
T———

New Listing!

120 Crane Terrace

Large 5 bed/ 4 bath/ 2 half bath
home on exceptional 2 acres parcel
in prime Sleepy Hollow enclave of

ial homes.
special homes $2,8S0,000

ORINDA

95 Loma Vista Drive
Mid-century modern 3 bed/ 2 bath
home w/ additional solarium of
approximately 14 ft. x 22 ft. First
time ever on the market!

$1,200,000

LAFAYETTE

1207 Upper Happy Valley Road
Contemporary 5 bed/ 3.5 bath
home on park-like setting w/ views
from every room. Minutes to
downtown, Hwy 24, & schools.

$2,695,000

0 facebook.com/VillageAssociates
Q twitter.com/villageassoc
instagram.com/VillageAssociates

ORINDA

48 Oak Road

Custom 3+ bed/ 3 bath 3594 sqgft
home on .82 acre lot. Master suite
includes fireplace, reading area, &

private deck.
$2,395,000

ORINDA

23 Kittiwake Road

Private residential .43 acre lot in one
of Bay Area's most sought after
neighborhoods. Close to Highway

24 & downtown.
$725,000

OAKLAND

3576 Brunell Drive

Renovated 4 bed/ 3.5 bath home in
Oakland’s popular Woodminister
w/ views of the Bay & Downtown

Oakland.
$1,995,000

ORINDA

ila.._,.‘.g‘ '
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New Listing!

653 Miner Road

Beautifully updated 5 bed/ 4.5 bath
home including 1 bed/ 1 bath au
pair suite. Set on a beautifully
landscaped private lot.

$2,100,000

ORINDA

67 Brookwood Road # 3

Rarely available 2 bed/ 1 bath first
floor condo in charming Orinda
Oaks, close to BART, shops, theater

& restaurants.
$525,000

SAN RAMON

New Listing!

460 Bollinger Cayon Ln 187
Updated 2 bed/ 2 bath end unit in
Siena Hills w/ mountain views.
Newly painted and carpeted.
Washer and dryer included.

$589,500

ORINDA

New Listingﬂ!u

21 Candlestick Road
Charming 4 bed/ 3 bath mostly-
single-level traditional home
nestled in the heart of desirable

Sleepy Hollow.
$1,895,000

LAFAYETTE

9 Mountain View Lane
Custom 4 bed/ 3.5 bath home on
9.93 private acres w/ views of the
Lafayette Reservoir, pool, &
surrounding hills.

$7,990,000

LIVERMORE

10 Storybook Lane

Perfect opportunity to build in
amazing setting near Mt. Diablo on
8 acre gated parcel w/ room for

horses & stable.

$895,000

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 « Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505

Visit www.villageassociates.com Click on (Ve RelEhRalslkS

The Village
Associates:

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore
Linda Ehrich
Joan Evans
Linda Friedman
Claudia Gohler
Dexter Honens Il
April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy
John Nash
Altie Schmitt
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf
Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Steve Stahle
Clark Thompson

Angie Evans Traxinger

Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward

Margaret Zucker

Village

ASSOCIATES

It's Village. Of Course.

DRE#01301392





