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Town Hall Theatre preps
for its resurgence
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Dennis Markam at work behind the scenes at Town Hall Theatre.

By Lou Fancher

People who attend and appre-
ciate live theater know that
marvelous onstage magic ar-
rives largely due to remarkable
behind-the-scenes machina-
tions — props, sets and back-
drops are repaired or finessed
into place, costumes are ad-
justed or replaced at the last
minute, sound and light checks
happen, actors pace or stand
alone in secluded cubbyholes
backstage rehearsing trouble-
some lines, dancers in a musi-
cal stretch or practice part-
nered movements.

During the drama that has
been the pandemic, the shut-
tered Town Hall Theatre has
been similarly engaged in a
bevy of backstage machina-
tions. Managing Director Den-
nis Markam says that although
the year has been difficult, sup-
port from longtime donors and
subscribers has helped the the-
ater to remain afloat. “We also
were able to take advantage of
some government programs
which have given us the funds
to start hiring some people
back. Over the course of the
year we've had a couple of staff
people step away to pursue
other opportunities, and we
have reorganized which elimi-
nated a couple of positions, but
now we're in a hiring phase.”

With the help of the Edu-
cation Director and Patron Ser-
vices Manager, the community
theater is gearing up for a Bay
Area Celebration July 10 at
Moraga Commons that will fea-
ture local singers and spoken
word artists based in five Bay
Area counties. With themes of
hope, renewal, equity, re-
silience, home, inclusion and
celebration, the outdoor sum-
mer theater presentation
promises to speak to the times
in which we live. Education di-
rector Madison Gerringer di-
rects the eight acts that will be
accompanied by the Steve
Carter Trio, an East Bay Groove
Funk band.

The summer camp outdoor,

in-person education classes and
productions for youth returned
in June, along with plans for an
improvisation course for adults
with a schedule TBA. Informa-
tion about fall education pro-
grams, ongoing fundraising
virtual presentations and the
Winter Season mainstage pro-
ductions are available on the
website.

During the last 15 months,
work behind the closed doors
of the historic Town Hall that
was built with community
funds on land donated by
Frank and Rosa Ghiglione and
completed in 1914 has been
similar to a teardown and re-
construction related to inclu-
sion and equity issues. No tim-
ber was moved or seating re-
placed, but an examination of
the organization’s practices and

principles received a thorough
overhaul.

Asked in what changes are
in store, Markam says, “The
biggest change to our program-
ming is having more diversity
not only on the stage but in our
production selection process.
Our first performance back is
going to be in October with the
launch of our New Voices pro-
gram. Twice a year, as part of
our regular season, we'll be
producing two smaller-scale
productions by local play-
wrights that give audiences a
taste of what local talent has to
offer and give those play-
wrights structured feedback as
they develop their work.”

Markam says “getting the
word out” to Bay Area play-
wrights and others about the
refocused initiative is a priority.
“It’'s a new thing for us so we're
not on a lot of folks' radars.
Also, in doing that, we want to
make sure that the selection
process is equitable and inclu-
sive so that we can feature as
many voices and experiences
as possible.”

Markam is so excited about
the July 10 Bay Area Celebra-
tion because it's a way to “kick
off our new programming that
features more local artists.”

“These Bay Area artists, a
lot of whom haven't worked
with Town Hall before, are pre-
senting pieces that mean some-
thing to them rather than us
deciding what we want them to
present,” he says. “That's not
really something a lot of com-
panies made space for pre-
pandemic, especially on this
side of the tunnel. It's also a
great chance for audiences to
re-familiarize themselves with
Town Hall and get a taste of
what kind of passion and
artistry we have locally.”

While energized by the
sight of young theater camp
participants at last “interacting
outside of a Zoom box,” and
bolstered by community sup-
port that through the pandemic
provided crucial financing to
stay operational, Markam ad-
mits the year took its toll on
staff, performers and audiences
alike.

“Getting through this last
year has had obvious down-
sides,” he says, “but I think it
should be noted that we've used
this year for self reflection and
to reimagine what Town Hall
could be. We're in a better po-
sition now to be a more diverse,
equitable, inclusive, and just a
company which can serve our
community and beyond in
more ways. My primary objec-
tive is to make sure that these
changes stick. There have been
companies that made bold dec-
larations this time last year and
are releasing seasons that don't
look substantively different
than what they offered before.
It's important to me and to all
of our staff and board that we
don't backslide.”
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I'M SELLING LAMORINDA!

Moraga resident since 1966.
Sucessfully selling real estate
for over 35 years.

925.376.7T7T7
keith.katzman@compass.com
DRE # 00875484
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Your Strategic Partner

When you're preparing your home for market, it makes sense to assess what
improvements can be made so that youre not leaving money on the table at
closing. But what are those improvements? Let’s work together well before a sale
so that you can benifit from my expertise as a strategic partner!

As always, | am here to help ... | listen and | care

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented herein
is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be
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made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

Lafayette
Public

LARANETTE Meetings

City Council

Regular Meeting

Monday, June 28, 7 p.m.
Teleconference via City of Lafayette's

You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Planning Commission
Meeting

Monday, July 6, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Design Review

Wednesday, June 30, 7 p.m. Zoom
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

BRYDON & IVES TEAM

WSJ REAL TRENDS AMERICA'S BEST
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS LIST
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HONORED TO BE AMONGST THE TOP
1:5% OF SMALL TEAMS IN THE U.S.

1723 Spyglass Lane, Moraga
Sold for $1,560,000
Represented Buyer

562 Silverado Drive, Lafayette
Sold Off Market for $1,126 / Sq. Ft.
Represented Seller

WORK WITH US!

Lisa Brydon & Kristi lves
925.285.8336
brydonivesteam.com

bi@brydonivesteam.com
DRE 01408025 | 01367466
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