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Orinda agrees to accept Wilder Road as public road

By Sora O'Doherty

In accordance with the devel-
opment agreement for Wilder,
the city of Orinda agreed to
accept Wilder Road as a public
road upon being requested to
do so by the developer, OGLLC.
The matter was removed from
the city’s consent calendar at
its June 15 meeting in order to
allow public comment and
discussion of the matter. A
dozen Orinda residents sub-
mitted written comments on
the Wilder Road acceptance.

Since the early days of
planning the development of
Wilder, it has been envisioned
that Wilder Road would be a
public road. Originally it was
to lead to the Art & Garden
Center, but that was later
moved closer to the front of
the valley, near the Wilder
play fields. However, it will
still be used by the public to
access the Red-Tailed Hawk
Staging area, a public facility
for accessing trails. Some
Wilder residents expressed
concern during the city coun-
cil meeting on June 15 that
making the road public would
increase security disruptions.
Bob Finch wrote that the ac-
ceptance would afford 24/7
public access, even though
neither the staging area nor
the trails are yet in existence.
Finch urged the city council to
delay acceptance of the road.

Dave Korpi, who lives in
the house closest to the staging
area, both wrote and spoke at
the meeting. He reviewed the
types of unwanted activities he
has experienced near his
home, including bonfires, van-
dalism, drug use, and unau-
thorized camping. “I can’t
think of a single good reason
anyone should be up there, out
of sight, outside of the dawn to
dusk hours,” he said.

Council Member Darlene
Gee asked if there were any
up-to-the-minute reports on

Wilder Road marked in green

recent incidents. Orinda Po-
lice Chief David Cook said that
in the past six months, exclud-
ing the play fields, there were
two thefts from porches and
no calls about the staging area.
Bruce Yamamoto, a represen-
tative of OGLLC, explained that
one reason for the turnover to
the city is to allow the OPD to
patrol. He added that the
turnover has financial signifi-
cance for the developer, who
must maintain a sewer bond.

Eric Egan asked if the
chain could be left up during
constructions. Long term, he
said, he wanted to remind the
council that Director of Public
Works Larry Theis and city
staff had presented an option
to gate the staging area, with
the gate locked from sunset to
sunrise.

Kori agreed that the chain
has worked magic. “Cars come
in at 2 or 3 in the morning,” he

said. “They see the chain and
turn right around.” City Man-
ager David Biggs said that it is
the plan to maintain the chain,
and to also add signage.
Deputy city attorney Fran Lay-
ton said that the design does
include a gate, and that the
East Bay Regional Park District
has been involved in the deci-
sion. Theis said that the city
can restrict parking during
certain hours. Mayor Amy
Worth added that the city will
implement a gate to prevent
entry to the emergency vehicle
access and that the Moraga-
Orinda Fire District will have
access to the lock on the gate.
Council Member Nick
Kosla suggested that it is time
to revive the Wilder subcom-
mittee, which has been dor-
mant during the COVID-19
pandemic. The council voted
unanimously to accept Wilder
Road and directed the city
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clerk to work on scheduling a
meeting of the Wilder sub-
committee to work on an en-
forcement plan for Wilder
Road.

At the same meeting, the
city council also received the
annual review of the Wilder
project. Worth said she was so
sad about the passing of Scott
Goldie. She noted that Goldie
had been instrumental in de-
veloping Wilder and recently
was killed in a traffic accident.
“This is a particularly tough
time for all of you,” she said.
“Our hearts go out to you and
his family and the whole com-
munity.” In comments after
the meeting, Yamamoto said
that he had worked with
Goldie since 1996 and that he
will miss him greatly as both a
mentor and a friend.
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Orinda city council talks budget,
capital improvements, though
changes are expected

By Sora O'Doherty

Orinda will soon be receiving
additional federal funding
under the America Rescue
Plan Act as well as new rev-
enues from Measure R. Even
though things will change,
Administrative Services Di-
rector Paul Rankin opened
preliminary biennial budget
discussions for fiscal years
2021-22 and 2022-23 with the
city council on June 15.

At the same meeting, City
Manager David Biggs, Direc-
tor of Public Works Larry
Theis and Senior Engineer
Scott Christie presented a
capital improvements docu-
ment detailing the current
status of FY 2020-21 projects
and providing information
and funding for proposed
projects in FY 2021-22, and
future planning through FY
2024-25. Although the CIP is a
five-year plan, the biennial
budget authorizes CIP project
spending only for the next
two years.

Mayor Amy Worth
thanked staff, including the
recently retired City Manager
Steve Salomon, for exercising
fiscal prudence to keep the
city on track during the

COVID-19 pandemic without
a deficit. Both the budget and
the CIP will come back to the
council for adoption on June
29.

Rankin noted the signifi-
cant accomplishments of the
city in fiscal 2020-21, which
included adaptation to the
COVID-19 pandemic by
switching to teleconference
remote meetings and estab-
lishing a virtual planning
counter to schedule Zoom
meetings with applicants and
the public. The city council
placed Measure R on the bal-
lot which was approved at
the general election in No-
vember 2020, and staff began
working on new services, in-
cluding the new chipper pro-
gram dedicated to Orinda.
The Orinda police depart-
ment implemented a body-
worn camera system, and the
city approved an updated fire
code and adopted a Wildland
Urban Designation
Ordinance.

Although total expendi-
tures for FY 2021-22 of $30.2
million are higher than rev-
enue due, it is because some
funds collected in prior years
will be used; the budget is
balanced, said Rankin. Rev-
enue for FY 2022-23 is pro-

jected to be higher, but ex-
penses lower. The major
components of the budget’s
operating expenses include
staff salaries and benefits at
32% and contract services at
48%; the largest component
of contract services is the
budget for police services
which at $4.9 million, repre-
sents 59% of the category.

Although city staffing will
increase, it will remain below
the number prior to FY 2017-
18. A new, full-time employee
is being added, and the posi-
tion is being funded 80% with
Measure R revenue and 20%
from the general fund. This
will bring city staff total to
34.5 full-time equivalent
positions.

Following the adoption of
Measure R, the city estab-
lished the Supplemental Sales
Tax Oversight Committee,
which replaced the Citizen’s
Infrastructure Oversight
Commission that for 20 years
had overseen expenditures of
the previously approved sales
tax. The SSTOC is currently in
the process of establishing
separate committees, one for
fire prevention and one for
emergency preparedness.
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