Wednesday, June 23, 2021

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Page: A7

at a public meeting.

= ORINDA UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT
#l Volunteers needed for
Citizens’ Bond Oversight Committee

ok 2 Commumty At-Large Member positions open ***
The Independent Citizens’ Bond Oversight Committee (CBOC) will:

* Inform the public about expenditures of bond
proceeds from recently passed Measures E & .

* Review expenditures to ensure bond proceeds are
spent for authorized purposes.

* Provide an annual report to the Board of Trustees

CBOC Member Terms and Meeting Information

Terms of service are two years, and no CBOC member may
serve more than three consecutive terms. CBOC meetings must
occur at least once per year and will not exceed quarterly.

For more information or to request an application, contact
Kathy Schwarz at kschwarz@orinda.k12.ca.us or (925) 258-6200.
Deadline to apply is ASAP.
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Sleepy Hollow -
Contractor Special
4 BR |3 BA|2700 sqft
.19 acre view lot adjoins
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Historic landmark status recommended for Orinda home,
despite nelghhors objections

View of subject property south facade, November 24, 2009.

Source: Homeowner, Nathan Ogle.

By Sora O'Doherty

The first of several steps has
been taken to designate the
private residence at 12 Charles
Hill Circle as a historic land-
mark. On June 8 the Orinda
Historical Landmarks Commit-
tee voted to recommend to the
Planning Commission that they
recommend to the city council
that the residence, owned by
applicants Jeanne Huang Li
and Nathan Ogle be designated

a historic landmark. Neighbors
on each side of the residence
and across the street spoke at
the public hearing in opposi-
tion to the application.

The city staff report was
presented to the committee by
Planning Director Drummond
Buckley. Buckley said that staff
recommended that the appli-
cants’ request be granted, and
presented a draft resolution,
which was later adopted by the
committee, with members
Tania DeGroot, Bobbie Landers,

and Lori Smith voting in favor.
Bill Waterman was only able to
join a portion of the meeting
and so abstained from voting,

In order to be designated
as a historic landmark, the ap-
plicant must meet at least three
criteria, and Buckley said that
the applicant met at least three,
and perhaps four. The appli-
cant’s presentation was given
by Hannah Simonson of Page &
Trumbull. She told the commit-
tee that the home was designed
by architect Paul Hamilton and
landscape architect Lawrence
Halprin, who, according to the
staff report, demonstrated the
importance of siting and re-
spect for nature in Modernist
residential design.

The staff report said that
the application was based on
the importance of this home as
an example of Modernist de-
sign, the work of a notable ar-
chitect, and an artifact of
Orinda history. “Designed by
an architect of local signifi-
cance, Paul Hamilton, in 1951,
the residence at 12 Charles Hill
Circle is a well-preserved ex-
ample of the Second Bay Tradi-
tion, a regional idiom of Mod-
ern architectural design. It
served as the personal resi-
dence and studio of Paul

Hamilton from 1951 - 1960.”
Staff concluded that the resi-
dence is a key reminder of a
critical time in the history of
Orinda, the post-war boom.
Many houses of this modernist
style were constructed around
the city during a time that saw
Orinda expand and transform.

The staff report also
stressed that the application
applies only to the subject
property at 12 Charles Hill Cir-
cle. and does not apply to any
other properties, including
homes in the immediate vicin-
ity of 12 Charles Hill Circle.
This reflected claims by neigh-
bors that the applicants had al-
ready used the potential his-
toric landmark designation to
attempt to prevent the neigh-
bors from dealing with their
own property, or threatened to
do so.

Neighbor Leslie Lundin
stated that the applicants are
trying to prevent neighbors
from completing restoration of
their property. In addition,
Lundin said that the applicants
have done nothing to restore
their property and have
showed “zero intent” to do so.
The Lundins withdrew an ap-
plication concerning their
property when the applicant

demanded that they pay for a
full environmental impact re-
port, and are currently in dis-
pute over the Lundins’ applica-
tion to remove a tree for fire
safety. Lundin advised the
committee, “This application
doesn’t meet any of the re-
quirements for historic land-
mark.” Pointing out that no
building designed by Paul
Hamilton has been granted
historic landmark status,
Lundin urged the committee to
reject the application, which,
according to the commenter, “is
a hoax.”

Neighbor David Twist also
objected, as did preservation
expert Mark Hulbert, and
Richard Drury. Attorney Todd
Williams, who represents Leslie
Lunden, argued that the subject
home has been extensively
changed with no restoration
efforts. Attorney Dave Trotter,
who represents the appli-
cants, also stressed that the
application does not affect
any neighboring properties.
But neighbor Dan Rath dis-
agreed, telling the committee
that the primary purpose of
the application is to interfere
with other people’s efforts to
improve their property.
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Bright Futures

From kindergarten through graduation,
the outstanding education available to
Orinda students prepares them for
success in college and beyond.

Thanks to the generosity of our donors,
the Orinda Network for Education
(ONE) provides essential funding to
sustain the signature programs and
instrumental staff that make Orinda

schools exceptional and put our

graduates on a path to success.

Orinda
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Please support ONE’s business partners who stepped up in this particularly challenging year.
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Living Lean by Sheena Lakhotia
Bay Cities Paving & Grading
Roberta Calderon — Caldwell Banker





