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Campo grad publishes children’s book
to honor his late mother

Alex Tandy with his mom, ]udy Ohlrogge

By Kara Navolio

In 2019 Alex Tandy, a 2005
Campolindo graduate and
Moraga resident, learned that
his mother not only had can-
cer but had also passed away
from the disease. Judy
Ohlrogge, his mom, who was
remarried and living in
Ecuador, had kept her disease
a secret from him and his
brother.

As Tandy made his way to
Ecuador to seek closure he re-
discovered a manuscript for a
children’s alphabet book that
his mom had always meant to
publish. As a tribute to her
and her love of teaching chil-
dren English, he decided to
publish it himself. Enlisting
the help of his cousin, Ryan
Scott Tandy, who is a Mira-
monte grad, as creative direc-
tor, they set off to establish
their own publishing com-
pany and raise funds for the
venture through IndieGoGo.

Tandy, who now works
for a Brazilian high tech firm
developing a mobile app, has
past experience in writing,
having worked for Diablo
Magazine, Huffington Post
and a New York ad agency be-
fore moving into the technol-
ogy field. It was a natural fit to
take on the job as co-author
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and editor, even though he
had never written for chil-
dren. The Tandys found an il-
lustrator from Uruguay and a
printer in the U.S., and 18
months later, their dream be-
came a reality with the pub-
lishing of “Journey from A to Z
with Teacher Judy — An alpha-
betical and Animal-filled ad-
venture” (Tandy Books 2020).

“My mom was a true ani-
mal lover,” said Tandy. “She
adopted lots of cats and dogs,
and I remember on one visit
to Venezuela with her, we led
an injured horse home; she
could not leave him. She also
loved teaching and had de-
cided to write her own alpha-
bet book to help her students
learn English.” The cat named
Chanel for the letter C is based
on his mom’s pet.

The rhyming book is a fun
adventure through the alpha-
bet with animals that are both
common and unusual, like a
vulture that makes sculpture
and a quail that delivers the
mail. The illustrations by Al-
fonso Lourido are fun and
lively with each one set in a
unique environment with
bold and joyful colors. The fi-
nal spread with Zelda the Ze-
bra is a satisfying ending to
the traveling adventure.

“It was a work of multiple

Free SMC Museum of Art
exhibition through July 11

Detail left, Milton Komisar (b. 1935) Tectonic Plates, 2003,
Acrylic and concrete on canvas, Gift of the artist [4.2006.2]
Detail right, William Keith (1838-1911) High Sierra Canyon

people,” added Tandy. “It was
started by my mom. We [his
cousin and him], took it to the
finish line. Our objective was
to make sure her work was
finished in the best way possi-
ble. I wasn’t going to cut cor-
ners on my mom’s work. Fin-
ishing the book lets me share
the best parts of my mother.”
He is grateful to the 180-plus
people who supported the
project financially, which
made that goal possible.

The book sells for $20 on
TeacherJudy.com. A discount
code for our readers can be
used for 20% off:
LAMORINDAZ20.
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The current Saint Mary’s Mu-
seum of Art exhibit, “Aesthetic
Forces: Nature in the Modern
California Landscape,
1915-2015” explores how 20th
and 21st-century art practice
assimilated and reconsidered
ideas of the “sublime” and
“picturesque” in dialogue with
Modernism and the shifting
relationship amongst culture,
land, and the environment.
From 1915, the year of San
Francisco’s Panama Pacific In-
ternational Exposition, to
2015, the year of California’s
landmark drought—this exhi-
bition presents paintings,

um of Art permanent collec-
tion. These selected works fold
the cultural and environmen-
tal influence of world fairs,
wars, urbanization, political
shifts, lifestyle perceptions,
and natural disasters into the
formation of how land and
nature generate mood and
sensation through aesthetic
forces.

“Aesthetic Forces” is on
view through July 11, Wednes-
day through Saturday, 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. Admission is free. All vis-
itors will need to complete and
share the college’s health screen
check before entrance at the
campus gate at www.stmarys-
ca.edu/covid-19-news-resources
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