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We’re here for you

Grace Gebhardt
By Jon Kingdon

With the majority of the high
school sports teams playing si-
multaneously this past spring,
many of the Lamorinda
student-athletes were forced or
voluntarily chose to focus on
one sport. For Grace Gebhardt,
it was all or nothing. She was
going to play for the varsity
lacrosse and basketball teams
for the fourth consecutive year
with the blessings of her
coaches.

Both teams found a way to
make it work. Assistant bas-
ketball coach Scott Espinosa-
Brown said it was just a matter
of cooperation between the
coaches: “On days when Grace
had a lacrosse game, she would
practice basketball for a while
and then leave for her game.
We had a great relationship
with Bill Fraser, the head
lacrosse coach, and we all
worked well together, just try-
ing to do the best we could for
the kids.”

“It was non-stop transi-
tioning,” Gebhardt said. “I was
really glad to play for both
teams. I only had a couple of
situations where we had a
game for each sport on the
same day. There were days
that seemed endless where I
would have basketball practice
at 3:30 and later that day I
would head over to the field for
a lacrosse practice or game.”

Playing two sports in high
school is one thing. As a four-
year starter for Acalanes in
lacrosse and basketball, Geb-
hardt had the option to play ei-
ther sport at the next level, but
has opted to only play lacrosse
when she begins her college
career at UC Davis.
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After playing basketball for
three years under Michelle
Sasaski, who “really pushed us
to be the best basketball play-
ers that we could be,” a new
staff came in for Gebhardt’s se-
nior season.

Margaret Gartner, in her
first year as the head basket-
ball coach at Campolindo, com-
pared Gebhardt favorably with
Jayne Appel, (who she coached
at Carondolet and went on to
play for Stanford and in the
WNBA) in the way that she
could dominate a game.

“Watching Grace, it was
effortless with everything she
did. She just played level-
headed, never getting too ex-
cited or upset. She saw the
floor, read the defense, and
made incredible passes. Just
her presence said we’re going
to win the game. I really be-
lieve that Grace could have
been a Division I player in
basketball.”

Gebhardt averaged 28
points this year, 11 more than
she averaged as a junior. “She
was a center, but she could
easily come outside and hit the
three,” Espinosa-Brown said.
“She was a key part in our
ability to break the press. She
was fearless, being able to
dribble through guards and
find the open person.”

As only one of two seniors
(Gabby Schneider) on the
Acalanes roster with four
freshmen and four sopho-
mores, leadership from the se-
niors was essential. “With so
many young players on the
team, we were just trying to
make it run in our first year
with the team,” said Espinosa-
Brown. “Grace would put her
arm around the younger play-

ers encouraging them. She was
so hard on herself because she
had such high expectations but
never on others. No question,
she could have played in col-
lege in the PAC 12.”

It was a case of mutual ad-
miration for Gebhardt and the
coaches: “This year was an eye-
opening experience and I wel-
comed so many new faces to
the basketball program,” Geb-
hardt said. “Our new coaching
staff brought a drive and a new
upbeat environment. They
were so welcoming which in-
spired the players to do their
best and just enjoy what we
had.”

All that being said, it was
lacrosse that was her favorite
sport. “I really like how it’s
different from every sport with
the stick, the layout of the field
and the rules,” Gebhardt said.
“Just the speed of the game and
working together with 12 peo-
ple on the field and seeing
what you can do was mesmer-
izing to me.”

With Acalanes having a 44-
24 record in Gebhardt’s four
years on the team and scoring
93 goals with 32 assists this
year along with being named
Acalanes MVP Female Senior
Athlete of the year, there is still
one highlight that stands out
above the rest: “In my sopho-
more year, we beat Miramonte
in the DAL championship 10-9,
and I ended up scoring the
winning goal in overtime.”

Gebhardt’s first lacrosse
coach at Acalanes was Court-
ney Neff, followed by Mary
Doyle and then Bill Fraser her
last two years. Mark Rurka has
been an assistant coach for the
Dons for the last five years and
has been witness to Gebhardt’s
growth since in the sixth grade
when she began playing for the
Tenacity club team. “Grace is
the most fluid player I've ever
seen with her ambidextrous
stick skills," Rurka said. "She is
naturally gifted and has put in
the time for years. This off-
season, Grace did a lot of speed
and strength work, and her
first step was noticeably faster,
showing moves that broke an-
Kkles."

Besides her ability on the
field, her work as co-captain
this year with Coco Fellner also
stood out to Rurka: “They really
led the team this year and they
were the best pair of captains
we've had in my time at
Acalanes. The girls really re-
spected them and they handled

any situations that came up
and were very communicative.
Grace is a wonderful kid from
a wonderful family. She’s been
a delight to have on the team
for four years and someone I
could always count on as a
person and as a player.”

UC Davis was very much
represented on the Acalanes
staff, with Neff, Doyle and
Rurka all having played
lacrosse for the Aggies, so de-
spite having played for three
different head coaches, there
were little transition issues for
Gebhardt: “All of the coaches
were similar, but it was our
players that were the ones that
held it together with each staff.
Still, I think it was a positive
experience and I learned a lot

from each one of them.”

It didn’t take more than
one visit to UC Davis for Geb-
hardt to make the commitment
to the Aggies. “I really just felt
at home at Davis,” Gebhardt
said. “When I stepped on the
campus as a junior, I was over-
whelmed with joy and taken in
by the experience and I felt at
home. All the players were ex-
tremely welcoming along with
the coaching staff. I couldn’t
ask for anything more along
with the academics. It was just
a no-brainer for me. I plan on
majoring in graphic design. It’s
a broad major and we’ll see
where it takes me.”

... continued on Page C2

For more details
and to register visit:

lamorinda-lightning-lacrosse.leaguemanagement.uslacrosse.org
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INSTRUCTOR: KEVIN MACY, HEAD FOOTBALL COACH
AT CAMPOLINDD HIGH SCHOOL

GRADES 5 — 8, SEPARATED BY GRADE
DATES: July 12-16 & July 19-23 TIMES: 1:30 — 5:00 P.M.

FULL GEAR YOUTH FOOTBALL CAMP
IR COUGAR FOOTBALL gt
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FEES: $500 (T-shirt included)

FOR REGISTRATION GO TO: cougarcamps.com
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Nice for rent in Moraga.
Clean spacious room with
large backyard. Female pre-
ferred, non-smoker.

$1050. Call: 917-749-9273

| House Cleaning

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

$10 per 1/2” classified ad

height. Email to: classified@
lamorindaweekly.com

PUBLIC NOTICE OF PROVISIONAL

APPOINTMENT

LAFAYETTE SCHOOL DISTRICT
GOVERNING BOARD MEMBER
The public is hereby notified

that the Lafayette School District
Governing Board approved the
provisional appointment of David
B. Smith as Board Member on June
23,2021, to fill a vacant position
created by a Board Member’s

resignation on May 13, 2021. Unless

a petition calling for a special
election, containing a sufficient
number of signatures, is filed in the
office of the county superintendent
of schools within 30 days of the
provisional appointment, it shall
become an effective appointment.

=-.  Ken’s Rototilling
ﬁ'— + 4 W/D Tractors
. « Hillside Weed Cutting
« Mowing - Discing « Rototilling
» Brush Removal Abatement
To Fire Dept Regulations
Free estimates! 925-938-9836

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

Tile Setting

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair - Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Quetzal Handyman

NO JOBTOO SMALL
Electrical, plumbing,
j concrete, driveways & more...
Please call Carlos Toledo
510-689-7490

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters
Cliff 510-697-1125

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

WE HOP TOIT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com






