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THANK YOU...

For honoring our Team with Diablo magazine’s
“Best of the East Bay” award for best real
estate agency. We are so grateful!

925.339.1918 | DanaGreenTeam.com
@DanaGreenTeam | DRE 01482454

#1 Real Estate Team
in Lafayette Since 2008

*Source for Lafayette Stat: Top Producer - Market Share Report (7.2.2021)

diablo

COMPASS

Lafayette Volunteer

Opportunities

There are currently openings on the following
City Lafayette Commissions/Committees

« Capital Projects Assessment (CPAC)

o Community Center Foundation

« Citizen Advisory Committee to CCTA

o Creeks Committee

« DSIMPIC

« Environmental Task Force

o  Parks, Trails & Recreation Commission

« Transportation and Circulation Commission
«  Youth Commission

For additional information on these volunteer positions visit
the city’s website: www.lovelafayette.org
Hot Topics
Or e-mail City Clerk Joanne Robbins, jrobbins@lovelafayette.org
Application deadline August 6, 2021.
Positions open until filled.
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Paci
Chamber
Orchestra’s

blockbuster return to the concert hall with conductor
Lawrence Kohl’s enthralling interpretations of
Beethoven’s powerful Fifth & Sixth Symphonies.

mpolindo Performing Arts Center
300 Moraga Way, Moraga 94556
~ SATURD-A 17 7:30 PM

TICKET
www.paciific

COMING SOON

An Iconic Happy Valley Treasure

www.3740HappyValleyRoad.com

Ashley & Patricia Battersby :

Brokers/Partners
(925) 323-9955
DRE# 01407784
ashley@ashleybattersby.com
@ashleybattersbyhome
www.ashleybattersby.com

It's Village. Of Course.

ALLGETATEN

Council Member Burks resigns position

By Lou Fancher

At the July 12 city council
meeting there will be an
empty seat on the virtual
dais. At the June 28 council
meeting Council Member
Cameron Burks announced
his immediate resignation
from the council, effective at
9 a.m. June 29.

“There is no place like
our town,” Burks said. “I urge
everyone to get involved and
to volunteer. It’s our organic
community-based leadership
that has really brought us to
where we are. It’s vital for it
to continue.” He cited a deci-
sion to spend more time with
his family as the primary
reason for his departure.

Elected to the council in
2016, Burks during his terms
has served as Mayor, Vice
Mayor, Council Member,
Chair of the City Council Pub-
lic Safety and Legislative
Committees, and primary
Council liaison to the city’s
Crime Prevention Commis-
sion & Emergency Prepared-
ness Commission.

Mayor Susan Candell said
in the meeting she wished
she could convince him to
“take [his resignation] back.”
In an email sent in response
to a request for comments
about how the city will fill the
vacancy, Candell wrote, “We
have policies and state laws
that govern how to replace
City Councilmembers, and we
will be reviewing and dis-
cussing them at our next
meeting.”

About Burks’ contribu-
tions to the city, Candell said
feedback she has received
from the public since the an-
nouncement indicate the
community respects and ap-
preciates his dedication to the
city and understands the de-
cision was difficult. “We will
miss his powerful presence
and great leadership that has
benefited Lafayette in so
many ways during his time

Photo provided

Council Member Cam Burks announces resignation at virtual

council meeting.

on Council,” said Candell.
“We all wish him the best,
and hope he can return to
City Council someday!”
Burks, in an email after
the meeting, wrote, “The de-
cision wasn't sudden. I gave it
a lot of thought. This was the
hardest decision that I've
made in public service, and I
served for over a decade as
an American diplomat. I
made a commitment to this
community when I was
elected and I don't take this
lightly; these are my neigh-
bors and my friends that I
was working for. After seri-
ous thought, I came to the
conclusion that I needed to
focus on my family, and that I
needed to calibrate in a sub-
stantive way. This drove me
to step down. This is an im-
portant positive in my life
and I believe that everyone
should always be able, and
feel confident, to pivot when
it comes to taking care of
your spouse and kids.”
Invited to share one
highlight from his terms of
service, Burks’ said: “Being
with the people of Lafayette.
Spending time, in person, on-
line, one-on-one or in a
group, with the residents and
business people of our
city. There is nothing I en-
joyed more than just having a
cup of coffee and talking. I
learned so much from so

many people every single day
of my time in office. It helped
me govern better and it
helped me stay grounded and
balanced in my long-term vi-
sion and strategies for the fu-
ture of our community. I will
really miss doing this.”

Burks said he will spend
the time that otherwise
would have been consumed
by his duties on the council
by attending high school
football and lacrosse games,
cooking dinners (and doing
the dishes), caring for his
spouse and children, and
traveling on college tours. In
promising continued support
and activism within the com-
munity, he said, “I won't be
disappearing, I'll be
around. Just look for that
green ‘Love Lafayette’ base-
ball cap and me having coffee
and reading the paper early
on Saturday and Sunday
mornings at Papillon. Please
say hil!”

Vice Mayor Teresa Ger-
ringer, council members Carl
Anduri and Gina Dawson,
and city manager Niroop Sri-
vatsa, at the June 28 meeting,
expressed their respect for
Burks’ courageous choice and
their continued reliance on
Burks for advice, which will
likely mean you will not often
find him sitting alone while
perusing the daily headlines
of the local paper.

City of Lafayette to move forward
with RHNA appeal

By Jennifer Wake

In a continued effort to un-
derstand the methodology
behind the housing unit
amounts assigned to the city
of Lafayette as part of the re-
gional housing needs alloca-
tion of 441,176 units in Cali-
fornia, established by the
State Department of Housing
and Community Develop-
ment, Mayor Susan Candell
and Council Member Gina
Dawson met on June 16 with
Dave Vautin and Aksel Olsen
of the Association of Bay Area
Governments/Metropolitan
Transportation Commission.
According to a staff re-
port presented by Planning
and Building Director Greg
Wolff and Housing Consul-
tant Diana Elrod at the June
28 city council meeting, the
meeting with ABAG/MTC on
June 16 “confirmed that the
Lafayette BART station’s
parking lots — nearly 11 acres
in total size and considered
‘public lands’ targeted in one
of the strategies — resulted in,
at least in part, the increase
of 463 units from Lafayette’s
‘illustrative’ RHNA allocation
of 1,651 to 2,114 units.”
Candell, Dawson and
staff believe including
Lafayette’s BART station in

calculating RHNA numbers
was done in error since the
parking lots are 100% within
the Very High Fire Hazard
Severity Zones as published
by Cal Fire. The draft RHNA
Plan notes that the Final
Blueprint strategies focus fu-
ture growth away from the
highest fire risk zones.

Wolff and Elrod noted
that the BART parking lots, if
developed according to AB
2923, could result in at least
822 units of housing, which
could be problematic since
the state attorney general has
recently filed law suits
against proposed develop-
ments in very high fire sever-

ity zones in several parts of
the state.

The city, as part of its ap-
peal that must be submitted
to ABAG prior to July 9, will
request the current draft al-
location of 2,114 units be re-
duced by 822 units, resulting
in an allocation of 1,292
units. This allocation would
come closer to RHNA alloca-
tions currently assigned to
Moraga (1,118 units) and
Orinda (1,359 units). The
council voted unanimously to
authorize the subcommittee
to make any final edits prior
to submitting the final
appeal.

When | say “good,”

you say “neighbor.”

-
Mike Rosa
Agent
925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: OF45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga

P097314.1

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

o StateFarm’

State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL






