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City Council approves
budget proposal,
discusses ARPA funds

By Lou Fancher

Having heard a June 14 pre-
sentation of the city’s fiscal
year 2020-21 proposed budget
and workplan, the council ap-
proved the budget proposal at
its June 28 council meeting.
Presented at the earlier meet-
ing by City Manager Niroop
Srivatsa and Administrative
Services Director Tracy Robin-
son, newly hired Economic
Development Manager
Thomas Myers joined Srivatsa
and Robinson at the June 28
council meeting at which the
budget was approved unani-
mously. Myers outlined in a
PowerPoint presentation the
terms and possible applica-
tions related to the $6.37 mil-
lion American Rescue Plan Act
funding the city of Lafayette
will receive in two install-
ments during 2021 and 2022.

Srivatsa, in the earlier re-
port on the budget proposal,
said the city faced exceptional
challenges during the pan-
demic. She credited the city’s
“conservative fiscal policies
and swift action to cut almost
$1 million from the budget”
with allowing the city to
“weather it well.”

Four priorities set by the
council in the face of revenue
loss and the economic down-
turn during the COVID-19
public health crisis are upheld
in the proposed budget. Work
to maintain pedestrian safety
and safety around schools has
the traffic and street mainte-
nance budget increased by
$140,000 for striping walkway
and pathway projects and
other measures. Wifi protec-
tion and utility safety mea-
sures received $250,000
through a grant that was de-
posited into the emergency
preparedness budget and will
fund the purchase of radios
and other emergency related
equipment. Srivatsa said the
city engineer is working with
the capital projects assessment
committee to incorporate a
utility safety overview in the
goals and future recommen-
dations established.

A third priority, to reduce
traffic congestion and promote
multimodal mobility injects
$93,000 into the fund going to
the Capital Improvement Pro-
gram (CIP) for traffic calming
projects. Staff recommended
that because the CIP sinking
fund is depleted, the council
should make additions to the
Traffic Calming and Public
Safety Sinking Fund. Srivatsa
said such preventative action
could prove essential, should

an emergency situation or
event cause a need for capital
to respond immediately.

The fourth goal set by the
council, to create a vibrant
downtown and support the
business community, touched
on the ARPA funding aimed at
restoring and revitalizing the
local economy. Robinson said
the reserve at the end of fiscal
year June 2021 is estimated to
be $13.4 million, or 88% of re-
serve. With an anticipated ex-
penditures increase in FY2021-
22 of $2.5 million, the pro-
jected reserve at the end of the
fiscal year June 2022 is $11.7
million, or 68% of reserve.
(The city’s targeted reserve
historically has been 60%; a
target met many times over
the past several years prior to
the pandemic.)

In his presentation, Myers
emphasized the eligible appli-
cations and distribution terms
established for ARPA funds.
The payments arrive in two
tranches, one in July 2021, the
other other July 2022, and
must be used by Dec. 31, 2024.
Cities receiving the funds may
use the payments for govern-
ment services to the extent of
the reduction in revenue they
experienced due to the COVID-
19 health emergency.

Myers said the approved
application of funds included
allocations related to direct
response to COVID-19’s nega-
tive impact on households,
small businesses, nonprofits
and others; premium pay for
essential workers employed
during the pandemic; govern-
ment services related to the
loss of revenue collected in the
most recent full fiscal year
(which for Lafayette is the
year ending June 30, 2019);
and investments in water,
sewer or broadband
infrastructure.

With total revenue losses
between December 2020 and
December 2023 projected to be
$8,113,674 and exceeding the
amount received from the
ARPA fund, Myers said the
council will need to determine
the best use of those funds.
Options include placing the
entire amount into the General
Fund, directing it into the
business community overall or
specifically targeted to indi-
vidual businesses -- and
broader considerations, such
as whether to provide imme-
diate relief or take steps to
preserve the city’s long-term
economic viability by applying
the funds to provide basic city
services.
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Music fills the air in

Lafayette

Photo J. Wake
Music and sounds of merriment filled the air at Plaza Park
June 22, courtesy of local '60s, '70s and '80s cover band The
Tuneriders (Duane Campbell, Rick Abbott and Ken Cooper),
which kicked off the return of the Lafayette Chamber of
Commerce's sold-out Taste of Lafayette event.

Lafayette
Public

LARANETTE Meetings

City Council

Regular Meeting

Monday, July 12, 7 p.m.
Teleconference via City of Lafayette's

You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Planning Commission
Meeting

Monday, July 19, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Design Review

Wednesday, July 14, 7 p.m. Zoom
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube
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8 Julianna Court, Moraga T
6691 sgft | 5Br | 5.5 Ba | 4 Car garage | 4.3 ac lot

Remarkable custom estate property on 4.3 acre lot (3 parcels). Built in 2009 with highest °
level finishes. Wonderful detached guest house. $4.495,000

8JuliannaCt.com

2172 Sky View Court, Moraga
3428 sqgft | 4 Br| 3.5 Ba | 3 Car garage . .

Delightful home close to Rancho Laguna
Park. Striking floorplan, lovely backyard.

2172SkyViewCt.com
$2,450,000

Man
ELENAHOOD

REAL ESTATE GROUP

50 Merrill Circle N., Moraga
4219 sqft | 4 Br | 3.5 Ba | 3 Car garage ° 0t

Elegant estate property on 1.02 acre lot . .
with views. Nice flow for entertaining.

50MerrillCir.com
$2,750,000

925 254-3030
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e Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources
deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition,sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square
footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.

PRICE GALLEGOS GROUP

7
EXCLUSIVE PROPERTIES

Price Gallegos

1230 Juanita Drive, Walnut Creek
Multiple offers over list price of $1,395,000

3983 Rancho Road, Lafayette
Pending over list price of $2,795,000

@a) 4Beds | w 4Baths | + studio and detached office

@m 4 Beds |‘ 2 Baths | il 1945Sq.Ft. | o .25 Acres il 29625q.F. | & 69 Acres

3203 Palomares Ave, Lafayette
Sold for $2,000,000 (18% over list price)

1144 Camino Vallecito, Lafayette
Sold for $2,500,000 (19% over list price)

@ 4Beds | wp 3Baths | il 2253SaFt | o 39Acres | @@y 4Beds | wg 3Baths | W 3271SqFt | o 65 Acres
Considering selling your home? To maximize your home's value, we offer a program to cover the
costs of home preparation to get your house ready to sell, at 0% interest rate and no fees.

' Ranked in Top 1% of Realtors in Contra Costa County

Amy S. Price-Boaman | Christine Gallegos
Price Gallegos Group

925.997.6808 | 925.878.2883

DRE#01433269 | DRE#01896511
pricegallegos@compass.com
pricegallegos.com

COMPASS

[ &
d real estate broker (01991628) in the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable
ns, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by
itect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.

CALL US FOR A PERSONAL VALUATION OF YOUR HOME

925.878.2883






