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From flags to vintage planes, it was a flying Fourth in Orinda

By Sora O'Doherty

Having only missed one year since its inception in
1984, the Orinda Fourth of July Parade was back in
2021, a little bit smaller, but still replete with bands,
politicians, cars and even airplanes. With 38 entries,
the parade was announced at its starting point in
the Theatre District by Bill Cosden and on the Vil-
lage side by the “Voice of Orinda,” Steve Harwood

the conclusion of the parade, there was a special fly-
over of vintage planes by the Memorial Squadron in
honor of America’s Independence Day and in sup-
port of the “Best Home Town” parade in America.

The parade committee was co-chaired by Diane
Lautz and President Bill Waterman of the Orinda
Association. This year, for the first time ever, the
event was live-streamed by three separate cameras
filming from different angles. The live-stream was
also recorded, and is available for viewing on

and Scott Butler at the Orinda Community Center. At

Advertising

YouTube.

anthem.

The event opened with the raising of the Ameri-
can flag at 9 a.m. The Lewiston Jazz Band from
Berkeley played at 9:30 a.m., and from 10 a.m. to 1
p-m. the Friends of the Orinda Library held its an-
nual book sale on the library plaza. Before the pa-
rade began in the Theatre District, the winners of
the winter Lamorinda Idol sang the national

... continued on Page A10
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Local residents asked to reduce water usage

-

By Diane Claytor

As if more than a year of a pandemic
and staying home wasn’t enough,
Lamorinda residents now find them-
selves in the midst of a drought
brought on because, according to East
Bay Municipal Utility District Board
President Doug Linney, we just ended
“the driest year on record in the East
Bay.” As of July 1, precipitation was
51% of average and the total water
storage system is only 63% full. For
those reasons, in April, EBMUD’s
board declared a Stage-1 drought
shortage and requested that cus-
tomers voluntarily reduce water con-
sumption by 10%.

Because of previous drought dec-
larations, EBMUD customers have
grown accustomed to conserving wa-
ter. In fact, the agency happily states
that compared to water use at the be-
ginning of the last serious drought in
2013, East Bay residents are already

1 is the lowest level drought and a
voluntary 10% reduction in water
consumption should be quite easy to
achieve. Some recommendations from
EBMUD:

Landscape watering should be
done only three times or less a week
at dawn or dusk.

Check irrigation systems, faucets,
showers and toilets for leaks. (Accord-
ing to Nelsy Rodriguez, EBMUD public
information representative, during
the last drought, leaky toilets ac-
counted for thousands of wasted gal-
lons of water.)

Only run the dishwasher and
washing machine with full loads.

Turn off the water while brushing
your teeth, washing your face, sham-
pooing your hair, shaving. “If you
don’t actively need water, don’t use it,”
Rodriguez suggests.

Replace non-native plants and
lawns with native, drought-tolerant
plants. “Now’s the time to do this,” Ro-

let thirsty landscape die off and then
in the fall, when the rains hopefully
return, plant natives so mother earth
can give the organic water back to the
plants.”

In warmer climates, such as we
enjoy in Lamorinda, Rodriguez re-
minds that it’s especially important to
water either early in the morning or
later in the evening, when evapora-
tion is less. She also notes that drip ir-
rigation is more conservation-friendly
than spraying with a hose.

Rodriguez states EBMUD believes
we’ll remain in Stage 1 drought
through the summer and doesn’t an-
ticipate mandatory rationing, addi-
tional conservation requirements or
drought surcharges at this point. “We
won’t know for sure how robust our
water supply is until the end of the
next rain year, which runs from Octo-
ber through April or May,” she
reports.

EBMUD does have water and, Ro-

bigstock images using 13% less water. driguez says, noting that there are driguez says that it's in a strong posi-
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City of Lafayette:
www.lovelafayette.org

Phone: (925) 284-1968
Chamber of Commerce:
www.lafayettechamber.org

THANK YOU...

For honoring our Team with Diablo magazine’s
“Best of the East Bay” award for best real
estate agency. We are so grateful!

925.339.1918 | DanaGreenTeam.com
@DanaGreenTeam | DRE 01482454

#1 Real Estate Team
in Lafayette Since 2008

*Source for Lafayette Stat: Top Producer - Market Share Report (7.2.2021)
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Lafayette Volunteer

Opportunities

There are currently openings on the following
City Lafayette Commissions/Committees

« Capital Projects Assessment (CPAC)

o Community Center Foundation

« Citizen Advisory Committee to CCTA

o Creeks Committee

« DSIMPIC

« Environmental Task Force

o  Parks, Trails & Recreation Commission

« Transportation and Circulation Commission
«  Youth Commission

For additional information on these volunteer positions visit
the city’s website: www.lovelafayette.org
Hot Topics
Or e-mail City Clerk Joanne Robbins, jrobbins@lovelafayette.org
Application deadline August 6, 2021.
Positions open until filled.

mvel [

Paci
Chamber
Orchestra’s

blockbuster return to the concert hall with conductor
Lawrence Kohl’s enthralling interpretations of
Beethoven’s powerful Fifth & Sixth Symphonies.

mpolindo Performing Arts Center
300 Moraga Way, Moraga 94556
~ SATURD-A 17 7:30 PM

TICKET
www.paciific

COMING SOON

An Iconic Happy Valley Treasure

www.3740HappyValleyRoad.com

Ashley & Patricia Battersby :

Brokers/Partners
(925) 323-9955
DRE# 01407784
ashley@ashleybattersby.com
@ashleybattersbyhome
www.ashleybattersby.com

It's Village. Of Course.

ALLGETATEN

Council Member Burks resigns position

By Lou Fancher

At the July 12 city council
meeting there will be an
empty seat on the virtual
dais. At the June 28 council
meeting Council Member
Cameron Burks announced
his immediate resignation
from the council, effective at
9 a.m. June 29.

“There is no place like
our town,” Burks said. “I urge
everyone to get involved and
to volunteer. It’s our organic
community-based leadership
that has really brought us to
where we are. It’s vital for it
to continue.” He cited a deci-
sion to spend more time with
his family as the primary
reason for his departure.

Elected to the council in
2016, Burks during his terms
has served as Mayor, Vice
Mayor, Council Member,
Chair of the City Council Pub-
lic Safety and Legislative
Committees, and primary
Council liaison to the city’s
Crime Prevention Commis-
sion & Emergency Prepared-
ness Commission.

Mayor Susan Candell said
in the meeting she wished
she could convince him to
“take [his resignation] back.”
In an email sent in response
to a request for comments
about how the city will fill the
vacancy, Candell wrote, “We
have policies and state laws
that govern how to replace
City Councilmembers, and we
will be reviewing and dis-
cussing them at our next
meeting.”

About Burks’ contribu-
tions to the city, Candell said
feedback she has received
from the public since the an-
nouncement indicate the
community respects and ap-
preciates his dedication to the
city and understands the de-
cision was difficult. “We will
miss his powerful presence
and great leadership that has
benefited Lafayette in so
many ways during his time

Photo provided

Council Member Cam Burks announces resignation at virtual

council meeting.

on Council,” said Candell.
“We all wish him the best,
and hope he can return to
City Council someday!”
Burks, in an email after
the meeting, wrote, “The de-
cision wasn't sudden. I gave it
a lot of thought. This was the
hardest decision that I've
made in public service, and I
served for over a decade as
an American diplomat. I
made a commitment to this
community when I was
elected and I don't take this
lightly; these are my neigh-
bors and my friends that I
was working for. After seri-
ous thought, I came to the
conclusion that I needed to
focus on my family, and that I
needed to calibrate in a sub-
stantive way. This drove me
to step down. This is an im-
portant positive in my life
and I believe that everyone
should always be able, and
feel confident, to pivot when
it comes to taking care of
your spouse and kids.”
Invited to share one
highlight from his terms of
service, Burks’ said: “Being
with the people of Lafayette.
Spending time, in person, on-
line, one-on-one or in a
group, with the residents and
business people of our
city. There is nothing I en-
joyed more than just having a
cup of coffee and talking. I
learned so much from so

many people every single day
of my time in office. It helped
me govern better and it
helped me stay grounded and
balanced in my long-term vi-
sion and strategies for the fu-
ture of our community. I will
really miss doing this.”

Burks said he will spend
the time that otherwise
would have been consumed
by his duties on the council
by attending high school
football and lacrosse games,
cooking dinners (and doing
the dishes), caring for his
spouse and children, and
traveling on college tours. In
promising continued support
and activism within the com-
munity, he said, “I won't be
disappearing, I'll be
around. Just look for that
green ‘Love Lafayette’ base-
ball cap and me having coffee
and reading the paper early
on Saturday and Sunday
mornings at Papillon. Please
say hil!”

Vice Mayor Teresa Ger-
ringer, council members Carl
Anduri and Gina Dawson,
and city manager Niroop Sri-
vatsa, at the June 28 meeting,
expressed their respect for
Burks’ courageous choice and
their continued reliance on
Burks for advice, which will
likely mean you will not often
find him sitting alone while
perusing the daily headlines
of the local paper.

City of Lafayette to move forward
with RHNA appeal

By Jennifer Wake

In a continued effort to un-
derstand the methodology
behind the housing unit
amounts assigned to the city
of Lafayette as part of the re-
gional housing needs alloca-
tion of 441,176 units in Cali-
fornia, established by the
State Department of Housing
and Community Develop-
ment, Mayor Susan Candell
and Council Member Gina
Dawson met on June 16 with
Dave Vautin and Aksel Olsen
of the Association of Bay Area
Governments/Metropolitan
Transportation Commission.
According to a staff re-
port presented by Planning
and Building Director Greg
Wolff and Housing Consul-
tant Diana Elrod at the June
28 city council meeting, the
meeting with ABAG/MTC on
June 16 “confirmed that the
Lafayette BART station’s
parking lots — nearly 11 acres
in total size and considered
‘public lands’ targeted in one
of the strategies — resulted in,
at least in part, the increase
of 463 units from Lafayette’s
‘illustrative’ RHNA allocation
of 1,651 to 2,114 units.”
Candell, Dawson and
staff believe including
Lafayette’s BART station in

calculating RHNA numbers
was done in error since the
parking lots are 100% within
the Very High Fire Hazard
Severity Zones as published
by Cal Fire. The draft RHNA
Plan notes that the Final
Blueprint strategies focus fu-
ture growth away from the
highest fire risk zones.

Wolff and Elrod noted
that the BART parking lots, if
developed according to AB
2923, could result in at least
822 units of housing, which
could be problematic since
the state attorney general has
recently filed law suits
against proposed develop-
ments in very high fire sever-

ity zones in several parts of
the state.

The city, as part of its ap-
peal that must be submitted
to ABAG prior to July 9, will
request the current draft al-
location of 2,114 units be re-
duced by 822 units, resulting
in an allocation of 1,292
units. This allocation would
come closer to RHNA alloca-
tions currently assigned to
Moraga (1,118 units) and
Orinda (1,359 units). The
council voted unanimously to
authorize the subcommittee
to make any final edits prior
to submitting the final
appeal.

When | say “good,”

you say “neighbor.”

-
Mike Rosa
Agent
925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: OF45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga

P097314.1

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

o StateFarm’

State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL
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City Council approves
budget proposal,
discusses ARPA funds

By Lou Fancher

Having heard a June 14 pre-
sentation of the city’s fiscal
year 2020-21 proposed budget
and workplan, the council ap-
proved the budget proposal at
its June 28 council meeting.
Presented at the earlier meet-
ing by City Manager Niroop
Srivatsa and Administrative
Services Director Tracy Robin-
son, newly hired Economic
Development Manager
Thomas Myers joined Srivatsa
and Robinson at the June 28
council meeting at which the
budget was approved unani-
mously. Myers outlined in a
PowerPoint presentation the
terms and possible applica-
tions related to the $6.37 mil-
lion American Rescue Plan Act
funding the city of Lafayette
will receive in two install-
ments during 2021 and 2022.

Srivatsa, in the earlier re-
port on the budget proposal,
said the city faced exceptional
challenges during the pan-
demic. She credited the city’s
“conservative fiscal policies
and swift action to cut almost
$1 million from the budget”
with allowing the city to
“weather it well.”

Four priorities set by the
council in the face of revenue
loss and the economic down-
turn during the COVID-19
public health crisis are upheld
in the proposed budget. Work
to maintain pedestrian safety
and safety around schools has
the traffic and street mainte-
nance budget increased by
$140,000 for striping walkway
and pathway projects and
other measures. Wifi protec-
tion and utility safety mea-
sures received $250,000
through a grant that was de-
posited into the emergency
preparedness budget and will
fund the purchase of radios
and other emergency related
equipment. Srivatsa said the
city engineer is working with
the capital projects assessment
committee to incorporate a
utility safety overview in the
goals and future recommen-
dations established.

A third priority, to reduce
traffic congestion and promote
multimodal mobility injects
$93,000 into the fund going to
the Capital Improvement Pro-
gram (CIP) for traffic calming
projects. Staff recommended
that because the CIP sinking
fund is depleted, the council
should make additions to the
Traffic Calming and Public
Safety Sinking Fund. Srivatsa
said such preventative action
could prove essential, should

an emergency situation or
event cause a need for capital
to respond immediately.

The fourth goal set by the
council, to create a vibrant
downtown and support the
business community, touched
on the ARPA funding aimed at
restoring and revitalizing the
local economy. Robinson said
the reserve at the end of fiscal
year June 2021 is estimated to
be $13.4 million, or 88% of re-
serve. With an anticipated ex-
penditures increase in FY2021-
22 of $2.5 million, the pro-
jected reserve at the end of the
fiscal year June 2022 is $11.7
million, or 68% of reserve.
(The city’s targeted reserve
historically has been 60%; a
target met many times over
the past several years prior to
the pandemic.)

In his presentation, Myers
emphasized the eligible appli-
cations and distribution terms
established for ARPA funds.
The payments arrive in two
tranches, one in July 2021, the
other other July 2022, and
must be used by Dec. 31, 2024.
Cities receiving the funds may
use the payments for govern-
ment services to the extent of
the reduction in revenue they
experienced due to the COVID-
19 health emergency.

Myers said the approved
application of funds included
allocations related to direct
response to COVID-19’s nega-
tive impact on households,
small businesses, nonprofits
and others; premium pay for
essential workers employed
during the pandemic; govern-
ment services related to the
loss of revenue collected in the
most recent full fiscal year
(which for Lafayette is the
year ending June 30, 2019);
and investments in water,
sewer or broadband
infrastructure.

With total revenue losses
between December 2020 and
December 2023 projected to be
$8,113,674 and exceeding the
amount received from the
ARPA fund, Myers said the
council will need to determine
the best use of those funds.
Options include placing the
entire amount into the General
Fund, directing it into the
business community overall or
specifically targeted to indi-
vidual businesses -- and
broader considerations, such
as whether to provide imme-
diate relief or take steps to
preserve the city’s long-term
economic viability by applying
the funds to provide basic city
services.

... continued on Page A9

Music fills the air in

Lafayette

Photo J. Wake
Music and sounds of merriment filled the air at Plaza Park
June 22, courtesy of local '60s, '70s and '80s cover band The
Tuneriders (Duane Campbell, Rick Abbott and Ken Cooper),
which kicked off the return of the Lafayette Chamber of
Commerce's sold-out Taste of Lafayette event.

Lafayette
Public

LARANETTE Meetings

City Council

Regular Meeting

Monday, July 12, 7 p.m.
Teleconference via City of Lafayette's

You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Planning Commission
Meeting

Monday, July 19, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Design Review

Wednesday, July 14, 7 p.m. Zoom
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube
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8 Julianna Court, Moraga T
6691 sgft | 5Br | 5.5 Ba | 4 Car garage | 4.3 ac lot

Remarkable custom estate property on 4.3 acre lot (3 parcels). Built in 2009 with highest °
level finishes. Wonderful detached guest house. $4.495,000

8JuliannaCt.com

2172 Sky View Court, Moraga
3428 sqgft | 4 Br| 3.5 Ba | 3 Car garage . .

Delightful home close to Rancho Laguna
Park. Striking floorplan, lovely backyard.

2172SkyViewCt.com
$2,450,000

Man
ELENAHOOD

REAL ESTATE GROUP

50 Merrill Circle N., Moraga
4219 sqft | 4 Br | 3.5 Ba | 3 Car garage ° 0t

Elegant estate property on 1.02 acre lot . .
with views. Nice flow for entertaining.

50MerrillCir.com
$2,750,000

925 254-3030

www.Orinda.com

Lafayette ‘ Moraga ‘ Orinda
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Cal BRE 1221247

e Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources
deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition,sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square
footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.

PRICE GALLEGOS GROUP

7
EXCLUSIVE PROPERTIES

Price Gallegos

1230 Juanita Drive, Walnut Creek
Multiple offers over list price of $1,395,000

3983 Rancho Road, Lafayette
Pending over list price of $2,795,000

@a) 4Beds | w 4Baths | + studio and detached office

@m 4 Beds |‘ 2 Baths | il 1945Sq.Ft. | o .25 Acres il 29625q.F. | & 69 Acres

3203 Palomares Ave, Lafayette
Sold for $2,000,000 (18% over list price)

1144 Camino Vallecito, Lafayette
Sold for $2,500,000 (19% over list price)

@ 4Beds | wp 3Baths | il 2253SaFt | o 39Acres | @@y 4Beds | wg 3Baths | W 3271SqFt | o 65 Acres
Considering selling your home? To maximize your home's value, we offer a program to cover the
costs of home preparation to get your house ready to sell, at 0% interest rate and no fees.

' Ranked in Top 1% of Realtors in Contra Costa County

Amy S. Price-Boaman | Christine Gallegos
Price Gallegos Group

925.997.6808 | 925.878.2883

DRE#01433269 | DRE#01896511
pricegallegos@compass.com
pricegallegos.com

COMPASS

[ &
d real estate broker (01991628) in the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable
ns, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by
itect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.

CALL US FOR A PERSONAL VALUATION OF YOUR HOME

925.878.2883
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Town agrees to reformatted Wedgewood Weddings
lease agreement

By Vera Kochan

Issues concerning some as-
pects of the lease agreement
with Wedgewood Weddings,
previously discussed during
the June 9 town council meet-
ing, sent staff back to the
proverbial drawing board to
make adjustments that were
more beneficial to Moraga and
its residents. Major concerns
involved the term length of
the agreement, lack of ad-
vanced warning to nearby
neighbors, assignment provi-

Moraga Garden Center
is saying Goodbye

Moraga Garden Center will be closing on
October 31, 2021. | would like to thank all of our
customers for their patronage over the years. | have
enjoyed the people as much as the plants, and many of
my customers have become my friends.

It's a shame that | am retiring now, because
after 40+ years in the industry, I'm finally getting the
hang of it! | am 68 years old, and my wife has been
struggling with a degenerative disease for years and
needs more and more assistance. Even with my wife's
limitations, there are still things we can do together
and enjoy, but these moments are becoming fewer and
have become increasingly precious. | am not willing to
sacrifice these moments to stay in business.

The nursery was originally built, believe it or
not, as a temporary nursery with a more permanent
suite to be determined later. This was well before the
passage of the Americans with disabilities act. We
were recently hit with an ADA compliance lawsuit by a
serial plaintiff. To comply we would have to rebuild the
nursery from the ground up, which would be impractical
at this time. This has made it difficult if not impossible
to sell the nursery. Therefore, we will be liquidating and

shutting the nursery down.

Moraga Garden Center has never been about
merely selling plants; it has always been about making
people better and smarter gardeners and by extension
better stewards of the earth. And we have always
striven to expose people to the wonder and diversity
of the plant world, not just the same old stuff you see
everywhere else. Hopefully, we have achieved, at least

in some small way, our goals.

Happy gardening,
Kenny

f ¥ @i ()

Hours of operation
Mon-Sat 9am -6pm
Office and Yard.

Or call for an
appointment.

adiie
RENTHSPACE

, Wiwmre M Yauraslf § Nawe

455 Moraga Rd. Ste. F
(925) 643-2026

Www. SAspace.com

sions, and noise levels.

According to Parks and
Recreation Director Breyana
Brandt’s latest presentation
during the June 23 council
meeting, “The initial term
lease was for 10 years, with
two options to extend for an
additional five years each. The
extension options have been
revised to enable the tenant to
initiate the request to extend
the lease at year eight of the
initial 10-year period.” If
Wedgewood meets all provi-
sions of the lease agreement,
such as not defaulting on pay-
ments, being good custodians
of the property called Ha-
cienda de las Flores located at
2100 Donald Drive, and being
a good neighbor, then the
town would approve either of
the five-year extension
periods.

Community outreach in-
volved sending an informa-
tional letter that was mailed to
145 residents within a 500-foot
vicinity of the Hacienda in-
forming recipients of the po-
tential lease agreement, along
with links to pertinent infor-
mation from past meetings
and town staff contact
information.

The Assignment Provision
was revised to ensure that op-
erations continue as originally
agreed, with a family-operated
business model, in the event of
any potential transfers or
sales on Wedgewood’s part.

Once again, noise levels
were addressed by staff.
“Given the additional research
and results of the noise simu-
lation exercise, the maximum
decibel level has been reduced
from 80 dB to 75 dB.” Brandt’s
report continues, “Staff main-
tains that the presence of an
on-site event operator will en-
sure consistent management
of the music and noise on the
property. Currently, the town
has limited ability to control
noise as there is no staff on
site. Current operations rely
upon the event host’s adher-
ence to the noise restrictions
and neighbor complaints.”

Those complaints were
once again vocalized during
the Public Comment portion of
the meeting. Neighbors to the
Hacienda expressed their
anger at the consistently loud
music during evening events,
which some felt has gotten

The Hacienda prepares for a wedding

progressively worse over the
last five years. One resident
mentioned having emailed
Wedgewood twice with ques-
tions and received no re-
sponse to date.

With regards to address-
ing all of the worries concern-
ing the continuation of exces-
sive noise under a Wedgewood
managed venue, Council
Member David Stromberg re-
sponded, “The facility that the
town owns is intended to be
used in the manner that it has
been and will continue to be
under Wedgewood - holding
affairs, weddings, other kinds
of affairs. We are not going to
stop having affairs at the Ha-
cienda. 'm sorry that you
have had your personal lives
interfered with by DJs who
were irresponsible in the
past.”

Stromberg went on to say
that the town council is re-
sponsible for looking for ways
to generate revenue for Mor-
aga and that this new
arrangement with Wedge-
wood will help do that.

Speaking in general
Stromberg continued, “When
you bought your home and
you knew that it was located
in close proximity to the Ha-
cienda, you bought your home
with the knowledge that it was
used for weddings, and wed-
dings have music. If you buy a
house near the Soda Aquatic
Center, do you have the right

Photo provided

to say that they shouldn’t have
swim meets there? If you buy
a home near the Campo foot-
ball field, do you have a right
to say you’re not allowed to
have football games Friday
night there?

“The best you can expect
and ask for is that someone
take reasonable charge to
keep within a realm of toler-
ance the interference that you
will be subjected to during the
term of ownership of your
houses.”

A new provision to the
lease requires an initial capi-
tal investment in the property
from Wedgewood in the
amount of $253,000. Addition-
ally, the town will be able to
reallocate Parks and Rec staff
to develop new revenue gen-
erating programs and work on
special projects, rather than
spend their time on event
planning, when the lease takes
effect on Nov. 1.

With the established base
rent per month of $20,000 and
Wedgewood’s contribution of
$48,000 annually toward the
capital investment fund for
the property commencing
2024, the town council voted
unanimously to adopt a reso-
lution authorizing the town
manager to enter into an ini-
tial 10-year lease agreement
with Wedgewood Weddings
for exclusive event and wed-
ding management of the
Hacienda.

ALERTWildfire cameras
give Lamorinda first
responders the edge
during fire season

View from Moraga's Alta Mesa camera

By Vera Kochan

The concept of cameras
located on mountain peaks,
taking real-time videos of local
topography in order to alert
fire crews to a potential
disaster, sounds like an idea
that should have been
invented ages ago. In fact, the
ALERTWildfire cameras have
only been around since 2013,
but better late than never as
each new fire season
approaches with ever
increasing drought conditions.
Graham Kent,
ALERTWildfire system
co-creator and director of the
Nevada Seismological
Laboratory at the University of
Nevada, Reno, explained the

Town Council

Wednesday, July 14, 6:30 p.m.

Planning Commission:

Tuesday, July 20, 6:30 p.m.

Park and Recreation Commission:
Monday, July 19, 7 p.m.

Moraga School District Board Meetings :
Special Board Meeting

Photo provided

key advantages to the cameras.
“They help to reduce response
time to wildfires; agencies can
scale their resources up or
down within seconds of
confirmation or discovery;
agencies are able to follow fire
behavior in real-time; the
cameras provide critical info
to first responders and public
during explosive phases,
where timely evacuations can
save lives; and the cameras
provide a watchful eye to
reduce the likelihood of
re-ignition after containment.”

The camera's pilot
program began with
ALERTTahoe and the
deployment of the first
Pan-Tilt-Zoom cameras and
microwave networks.

... continued on Page A8

Tuesday, Aug. 10, 6 p.m. www.moraga.k12.ca.us.
See also AUHSD meeting page A2
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Family Camp Out
August 14-15

Registration Now Open

PARKS & RECREATION

By Vera Kochan

The Mulberry Tree Preschool,
founded by Robert and Victo-
ria Felton, has been operating
since 1972 on land leased from
the state of California that was
originally intended as part of
the Highway 77 right-of-way.
With the incorporation of
Moraga in 1974, the property
along with Moraga Commons
Park was acquired by the
town. When the original lease
of five years expired, a series
of year-to-year leases were is-
sued until 1981, when a 10-
year lease came into effect. In
1983, the town transferred the
lease to new owners William
and Maryann McLeod. The
town entered into its First
Amendment of the Ground
Lease in 1989, which extended
the lease indefinitely unless
terminated by written notice
of at least 30 months.

In 2010, the McLeods had
the lease transferred to Susan

Photo p;m_'deti
Mulberry Tree Preschool located next to Moraga Commons
Park on St. Mary's Road

E. Allison who was Mulberry
Tree’s director since 2001 and
later a part owner since 2003.
A Second Amendment of the
Ground Lease came into effect
in March 2011, changing the
lease term of “indefinite” to
provide an expiration date of
Dec. 31, 2020.

On Jan. 13 of this year, a
Third Amendment of the
Ground Lease was created for
a six-month term that included
a $1,000 per month rent re-
duction, whereby the school’s
parking lot could be used by
the public during evenings,
weekends and holidays. This
provision was made in an ef-
fort to help Mulberry Tree
navigate through the COVID-19
mandates of remaining closed
for nearly 8.5 months. Allison
was able to reopen the school
in December to limited capac-
ity, but had to teach classes
alone as she was unable to
meet payroll.

By February, enrollment
grew enabling her to hire an

additional teacher. The town
also offered to extend the term
of Allison’s lease for six
months. The new amendment
provided that the town would
become owners of the im-
provements on the property
due to Allison expressing the
possibility of retiring. After
many pleas from parents, she
decided to hold off on that
plan.

With the lease set to ex-
pire on June 30, Allison ap-
peared before the June 23
town council meeting hoping
for a Fourth Amendment to
the Ground Lease that would
extend the proposed three-
year lease to a five-year lease
with a five-year option; a rea-
sonable limitation on assign-
ment should she decide to re-
tire and pass the school over to
a like-minded successor with a
similar business model; and
have the ability to either re-
move the modular building or
have the option to leave it in
exchange for its fair market
value, given the fact that she
has invested thousands of dol-
lars for improvements.

Council Member David
Stromberg began to question
Allison in a manner that pub-
lic commenters later described
as a form of cross-
examination. “I'm aware that
you sent an email out to Mul-
berry Tree Friends, and you
did it to notify them about the
status of negotiations with the
Town of Moraga regarding
lease extensions, correct?”

“Yes,” replied Allison. “I
had done that after I asked for
an option to renew and was
told that there would not be
one.”

Stromberg wanted to
know if Allison composed the
email herself in which she re-
quested the Mulberry Tree
Friends to either forward or
make personal additions to,
before they forwarded them to
the town council. Allison said
that her attorney helped her,
but clarified that she herself
wrote a letter to Mulberry Tree
Friends asking for their sup-
port in the email campaign to
the council.

Stromberg said that he’d
read her letter many times and
“I noticed you didn’t inform
the Mulberry Tree Friends, the
recipients of your email, that
you had notified town staff in
April of this year, just a couple
of months ago, that you in-
tended to retire. You didn’t
mention that did you?”

“That is not true,” stated
Allison. “I notified them much,

much earlier than that.”

Stromberg was concerned
that Allison was negotiating
with a potentially new entity —
a corporation that planned on
running Mulberry Tree in a
Montessori style, rather than
the Mulberry Tree method that
parents have come to expect
and assumed would continue,
and that she did not inform
the parents of the possibility.

Allison assured Stromberg
that she informed the Mul-
berry Tree Friends that she
wanted to be able to choose a
successor who would continue
the Mulberry Tree style and
put it in the hands of someone
who would continue to run a
preschool.

During the Public Com-
ment portion, participants
were emotionally vocal about
Stromberg’s line of question-
ing. Many had stated that with
all of the young families in
Moraga, the town shouldn’t
lose a preschool.

... continued on Page A10
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“lam SO excited to be
finally digging in.”

-Lon shapiro, New viamonte resident

DYNAMIC SENIOR LIVING

925-856-5985 -

* until supplies last

A lifelong gardener and professional landscape designer, Lon is
busily cultivating a new garden and a bounty of new friendships in

the Walnut Creek residence of his dreams.

After five years of envisioning their best possible future, our first
residents are delighted to now be experiencing the rare and special
beauty of our setting, the peerless design of our residences and
campus, and the exceptional people who live and work at Viamonte.

See what they can’t stop talking about.

Make an appointment to visit us securely in person or online today.

SCQUBIA

LIVING™
VIAMONTE | WALNUT CREEK

RCFE #079201006

9 gallon daylilies 50% OFF

Trees & Shrubs - Flowers & Vegetables
Soil Products & Fertilizers
Organic Products & Seeds

located at the Moraga Shopping Center
925-376-1810

MORAGA GARDEN CENTER

L

VIAMONTELIVING.ORG
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Orinda gets new chipper, funded by Measure R,
into service for fire season

By Sora O'Doherty

When Orinda residents voted
to tax themselves with Mea-
sure R, they were expressing
their huge concerns with fire
safety. In response to that
concern, the Orinda City
Council has adopted a num-
ber of actions aimed directly
at reducing the risk of dam-

age from wildfires in Orinda.
Among those was the pur-
chase of a chipper machine
and a truck to transport it for
use by Orinda residents only.
The program supplements
the Moraga-Orinda Fire Dis-
trict chipper program, but
does not replace MOFD ser-
vices for Orinda. Although
the MOFD chipper program is

currently on hiatus until the
fall, the Orinda program will
run year-round.

In addition to availing of
the city-provided chipper,
some Orinda residents are
employing private companies
to help them get their prop-
erties fire-season ready.
While the city program will
not take down trees or clear

brush, and is limited in the
size of the branches or trunks
that can be disposed of, pro-
fessional tree companies can
perform both the work of the
actually clearing and trim-
ming of trees and can handle
larger pieces of wood. Pri-
vate services can also be seen
around Orinda clearing
brush and trees.

Appointments for the new Orinda dedicated chipper operating throughout the year can be scheduled with the Moraga-Orinda
Fire District by using the link below:
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/b0071155/kMamvpm3EKOibUk{fH_ziXg?u=https://www.mofd.org/our-district/
fuels-mitigation-fire-prevention/hazardous-wildfire-fuels-reduction-program/wood-chipper-program

Orinda Public Meetings
City Council

Regular Meeting:

Tuesday, July 20, 7 p.m.

By Teleconference Only
Planning Commission
Tuesday, July 13, 7 p.m.

By Teleconference Only
Supplemental Sales Tax
Oversight Commiission
Wednesday, July 14, 6:30 p.m.
By Teleconference Only

* HARDWOODS
¢ CARPETS

* RUGS

* | INOLEUM

* TILE

* | AMINATE

FAMILY -OWNED
30 YEARS !

3344 Mt Diablo Bivd

in Lafayette
925-284-4440

lamorindafloors.com
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Friends succeed in raising more than $500K;
purchase of Moraga Adobe assured

$1.000,000
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By Sora O’Doherty According to the Friends,

The Friends of the Moraga
Adobe have raised more than
enough funds to meet the
$500,000 price to purchase the
adobe. The Friends will take
title to the building, restored
by developer J&] Ranch in
September and will continue
fundraising with a goal of
funding a half-million-dollar
annuity to provide for run-
ning the adobe as a public
museum and learning center.

this is a huge milestone that
means the Adobe will be
saved for future generations
to enjoy. The developers are
currently rehabilitating the
Adobe to its 1848 configura-
tion which includes the origi-
nal two rooms plus three ad-
ditional bedrooms. After the
building's rehabilitation is
complete FJMA will own the
Adobe and surrounding 2-plus
acres and will work on open-
ing it to the public.

President of the FJMA
Kent Long said that the an-
nouncement was “welcome
news that we have been wait-
ing a decade to see.” In its
newsletter to the community,
the Friends noted that they
could not have done it without
strong community support. In
particular, the Moraga Histor-
ical Society was one of the
first organizations to come
forward, pledging to raise
$100,000 toward the purchase,
an ambitious goal which they
recently met. Other commu-
nity groups including the
Orinda Community Founda-
tion, Orinda Historical Society,
Orinda Parks & Recreation
Foundation, Orinda Woman's
Club, and the Miramonte
Latin Club have all donated to
help make this possible.

The Friends are currently
finalizing categories in which
to honor donors. Bricks that
will be used to construct
walkways around the facility
can be purchased and will
bear the name and message of
the donor.

In other FJMA news, the

group elected a new slate of
officers, with Kent Long re-
maining as president, Tania
DeGroot as vice president and
Jeff Boreo as secretary. For-
mer treasurer Bob Thompson
has moved to Tennessee, but
will continue to back up new
treasurer, Margaret Beck.
Beck first joined FJMA as a
volunteer in 2019, inspired by
her love of history, architec-
ture and her own family
legacy of adobe preservation.
Her mother grew up in the
Customs House in Yuma, the
oldest adobe building in Ari-
zona — and thanks to her
grandmother and the local
ladies’ Assistance League, that
building was restored and
turned into a museum. The
group also adopted a procla-
mation honoring architect
James Wright, who retired
from the board. The FJMA
recognized his work on gath-
ering the history of the adobe,
offering his home for a
fundraising fandango before
the COVID-19 pandemic, and
creating a 3D model of the
building.

25A Orinda Way about to break ground and,
unfortunately, a newly repaved street

By Sora O'Doherty

Just as the Orinda City Council
was about to approve a con-
tract for the repaving of the
entire length of Orinda Way,
the developer of 25A Orinda
Way announced that they are
about to break ground on the
project. Developer Paul
Ugenti won approval from the
council in June of 2020 for The
Station, a mixed-use develop-

Hauling & Cleanup
Call Tony at (925) 497-3741

=

o TR T

Orinda’s
Lowest
Gas Prices

e =
=

T=1T =
e il

=

o |
* Py i
e ]

¢ e e WL

22 Bryant Way - Next to Casa Orinda
Visit our Snack Shop & play Lotto & Lottery

Mon-Sat5am-12am;Sun6am-11 pm

ment combining office space
with retail and restaurants, as
well as some community
amenities; it will be the first
major development in down-
town Orinda since Theatre
Square in 1989.

Public Works Director
Larry Theis pulled the
repaving contract from the
city’s consent calendar be-
cause he wanted to avoid the
surprise to the council or the
public that might occur if they
observed the street being
repaved, and them quickly cut
into by the developer. “It’s not
ideal,” Theis agreed, but he
explained to the council how
the repaving project was be-
ing largely funded through
federal grants, and how the
contract offered an excellent
price that the city might not
be able to match if the
repaving were delayed. How-
ever, he explained to the
council that after repaving,
the street would be subject to
a moratorium that requires
much more extensive restora-
tion when a street is cut into
within five years of repaving.

Council Member Inga
Miller wondered if the federal
funds could be redirected to
another shovel-ready project,
but Theis said the funds were
not easily transferable. He
advised against delaying the

repaving of Orinda Way be-
cause it is unknown how long
the construction at 25A will
take and also because it will
only affect a small portion of
the repaved roadway.

Other considerations in-
clude that the developer will
need to place a crane on the
street, and there will be dump
trucks removing earth that
will be excavated from the site
traveling on the newly paved
road as well. It is possible that
instead of totally closing one
traffic lane, it could be
rerouted through the parking
lot in front of the Orinda
Community Center. Vice
Mayor Dennis Fay suggested
that they might be able to lo-
cate the crane in the parking
lot behind 25A, but Theis said
that there were other issues,
including the placement of a

Lamo archive

construction trailer. The work
could take as long as one year
and, he added, the developer
has been trying to work with
the neighbors, but it hasn’t
gone well.

Mayor Amy Worth ex-
pressed concern about the
damage to the newly repaved
road caused by the crane and
the trucks. Theis said that in
terms of possible reimburse-
ment for damage to the road,
it will be easier to point to the
damage if the road has just
been repaved. The repaving is
scheduled to start in early Au-
gust.

New city manager David
Biggs said that the good news
is that there are two good
news stories, the repaving of
Orinda Way and the long-
anticipated development ar-
riving in downtown Orinda.

Host your next event
at Orinda Masonic Center

Perfect for receptions, meetings, classes, and

all types of gatherings. We offer discounted rates for
local and civic organizations.

Call us today at 925-254-5211
Or go to rentorindalodge.com to inquire.
See you soon!
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Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get
rid of rats, mice and other rodents.

GUARANTEED

4BR | 2BA | 1880sqft | 0.5ac
Orinda Oaks, Classic Original

FREE In-Home Inspection,
Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount
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Callh925 :-33 3ﬁ988 mﬂn“ﬂﬂ
www.honestrodentproofing.com  padent ['m'ﬂn“.ﬂ

Frank Woodward
Realtor®, Luxury Property Specialist
T. 925.788.4963
E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com

Servicing the Bay Area to Sacramento ENPERIENCE Y0 CAN TEOST

Coming Soon in Orinda

Sleepy Hollow, Contractor Special

Integrity ¢ Knowledge ¢ Results

©2021 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing
Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor
sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

COLDWELL BANKER
REALTY

Orinda sets aside over $100K to improve Brookwood Road after

fuels mitigation

The Orinda City Council moved
quickly to reassure residents that
their concerns would be addressed
by the city.

In the Capital Improvement Pro-
jects plan, $10,000 had been allocated
for the study of the problem. In
adopting the plan and the biennial
budget at a special meeting on June
29, the city council also set aside an
additional $100,000 towards the
work, after a plan has been agreed
upon. The additional funds were
bookmarked for Brookwood Road at
the suggestion of Vice Mayor Dennis
Fay, with the approval of the rest of
the city council, with the exception of
Council Member Nick Kosla who was
not present owing to an excused
absence.

Mayor Amy Worth expressed her
appreciation to staff for not only
dealing quickly with complaints from
the residents of the area, but for also
considering the aesthetic effects in
addition to the safety concerns.

Director of Public Works Larry
Theis presented the council with a
number of possible alternatives that
could improve the area. The section
of land that borders Brookwood on
one side and Highway 24 on the
other side varies both in width and
elevation. Starting near the curve of

Image provided

way 24 left local residents feeling ex-
posed to the danger of cars acciden-
tally exiting the freeway, increased
noise, and having their homes ex-
posed to lights and views from which
they had previously been protected.

By Sora O’Doherty

The unintended consequences of re-
moving dead trees and brush from
between Brookwood Road and High-

Brookwood to Spring Road there is
very little separation between the
road and the freeway, and the land is
very flat there. However, as Brook-
wood approaches downtown Orinda,
the distance between the road and
the freeway increases up to 40 feet,
and the elevation of Brookwood over
Highway 24 rises from flat to 8 to 10
feet, or about a two-to-one ratio.

There are several pieces of pro-
tection currently in place alongside
the highway and maintained by Cal-
trans. Theis said that staff has been
meeting with Caltrans and the Contra
Costa Transportation Authority to
consider alternatives. He included in
the staff report photographs and ex-
planations of a number of different
types of barriers that could be con-
sidered, ranging from chain link
fencing, perhaps with artificial fo-
liage on it, to dark tinted polycarbon-
ate sheets that would function as a
sort of sound wall as well as a
barrier.

Theis said that the next steps will
include involving a landscape archi-
tect, approaching the neighborhood
to get feedback about preferred al-
ternatives, and cooperating with
other agencies.

ORINDA | $3,199,000

Resort-like 5br/5.5ba masterpiece w/pool, spa, outdoor kitchen & much more. Enjoy being located in a prestigious neighborhood. 1020akRd.com.

Vlatka Bathgate 925.597.1573
vlatka.bathgate@cbnorcal.com | CalRE #01390784

LAFAYETTE | $1,639,000

Tom Stack 925.878.9964
tom.stack@cbnorcal.com | CalRE #01501769

RICHMOND | $675,000
Sun drenched 3br/2ba home w/patio, fruit trees & gardening space. Enjoy being close to everything with great commute access.

Vlatka Bathgate 925.597.1573
vlatka.bathgate@cbnorcal.com | CalRE #01390784

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

Pending - Beautiful 4br/3ba w/an updated kitchen & a soaring ceilings. Enjoy the views of lush greenery visible through the arched windows that provide abundant natural light.

GUIDING YOU HOME SINCE 1906

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. Real
estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Realty are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2021 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned
offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. E&
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Exercises In Moraga train area firefighters and reduce flammable fuels

By Sora O’Doherty

In late June a controlled burn
at the John Muir Land Trust’s
Painted Rock property in
Moraga served the dual pur-
pose of reducing fuels that
might feed a wildfire and
providing an opportunity to
train firefighters from around
the Bay Area. Moraga-Orinda
Fire District Battalion Chief
Steve Gehling was the inci-
dent commander.

Moraga residents were
warned that they might smell
or see smoke during the exer-
cises June 21-24. Bystanders

came from as far as Walnut
Creek, from where they could
see the smoke.

The exercises started at
10 a.m. and concluded no
later than 5 p.m. each day.
According to Gehling, 10
MOFD firefighters were
joined by 20 firefighters from
East Bay Regional Parks, three
from the Berkeley Fire De-
partment, and four each from
the Oakland Fire Department,
the Military Ocean Terminal
Concord Federal firefighters,
and Cal Fire Santa Clara Unit.

The Fire District coordi-
nated the training with the

Bay Area Air Quality Man-
agement District and the Fire
Weather Forecasters at the
National Weather Service to
ensure the size and timing of
the training burns would
minimize smoke impacts on
homes and smoke-sensitive
sites in the area. As it hap-
pened, the conditions did not
require rescheduling any of
the training days.

Signs were posted cau-
tioning motorists and bicycles
of the additional fire equip-
ment traffic and potential for
reduced visibility along Mor-
aga Road and Rheem Boule-

vard. As the firefighters set
fire to the hillside starting at
the top of the hill and coming
down toward Moraga Road,

Photos Sora O'Doherty

one traffic lane was closed.
Moraga Police Department
cars were present to monitor
the situation.

Board of Directors
Wednesday, July 21, 6 p.m.

ConFire
Board of Directors

Fire District Public Meetings

Moraga-Orinda Fire District

For meeting times and agendas, visit www.mofd.org

Regular Meeting: Tuesday, July 13 1 p.m.

For meeting times and agendas, visit www.cccfpd.org

Local residents asked to reduce water usage

... continued from Page Al

In fact, EBMUD’s voluntary
water consumption reduction
is far more flexible than some
neighboring districts which
have adopted mandatory limi-
tations. The San Jose Water
Company, which serves a mil-
lion South Bay residents, has
implemented mandatory wa-
ter conservation rules: Land-
scape watering may be done

no more than twice a week
before 10 a.m. or after 8 p.m.
for only 15 minutes per day
and washing cars at home is
banned.

Marin Water’s board re-
cently adopted mandatory wa-
ter consumption restrictions
with the goal of a 40% reduc-
tion in water use. Spray irriga-
tion is limited to no more than
twice a week and is prohibited
between 9 a.m. and 7 p.m.

EBMUD has been working
for decades to build up sup-
plemental supplies, develop
partnerships to purchase wa-
ter in times of need and shore
up systems to make the district
more resistant to drought. This
year EBMUD is purchasing
water through a cooperative
effort enabling it to use water
from the Sacramento River.
“We’ll be taking 33,000 acre
feet of water from this agree-

ment,” Rodriguez explains,
“and we’ll be able to use this to
help fill our reservoirs.” One
acre-foot equals about 326,000
gallons, or enough water to
cover an acre of land. An av-
erage California household
uses between one-half and
one-acre-foot of water per
year.

The District has also de-
veloped a new Super Rebate
program which offers rebates

of $1.50 (up to $2,000) per
square foot of lawn converted
to a more water-wise land-
scape. For more information,
go to ebmud.com/rebates.

“EBMUD customers are
excellent at conserving water
when necessary,” Rodriguez
proclaims. “We consider that
part of our arsenal when
fighting these long periods of
drought. We should all enjoy
our water responsibly.”

ALERTWildfire cameras

... continued from Page A4

The success of the program
grew eastward into northern
Nevada. As word spread of the
successful summers between
2014-16, new contracts came in
from Oregon, Washington,
Idaho, Utah and California
where 300 new cameras were
installed in the year following
the 2018 Camp Fire. An
additional 300 cameras were
installed in the Western United
States during the disastrous

2020 fire season.
ALERTWildfire projects over
175 more cameras for
installation across five states
this year. Between 2016-2020,
the cameras have provided
critical information for over
1,500 fires. ALERTWildfire
hopes to install 1,000 cameras
in California alone by 2022.

First responders aren’t the
only agencies taking advantage
of the extra pair of eyes on the
horizon. Utility companies,
such as Pacific Gas & Electric
Co., have installed the

high-definition fire-watching
cameras in locations where
extreme fire risks pose a
threat. By doing so, according
to its website, PG&E is hoping
to reduce the size and number
of Public Safety Power Shutoffs.
At the end of this year, they will
have installed 340 cameras
throughout Northern and
Central California, with a
projection of 600 total camera
installations by the end of 2022.
Some of the camera
locations covering the
Lamorinda area include:

Briones Tabletop; Highway 24
and Lucas Drive both in
Lafayette; Alta Mesa and
Mulholland Ridge both in
Moraga; and the areas near
Vollmer Peak by Orinda. The
cameras are capable of
zooming in between 10 to 40
miles in order to verify
directions given from a 911
call. This feature helps to either
pinpoint a fire or redirect
firefighters to a corrected

public, and the company boasts
that people have begun having
watch parties where a group of
volunteers come together to try
and detect early fires in their
area. When told about this
activity, Moraga-Orinda Fire
District Captain Jacob Airola
stated before the holiday
weekend, “We’re [MOFD] going
to have an 'in-person' watch
party during the Fourth of July
on Mulholland Ridge!”

location.

ALERTWildfire also is

available for viewing by the

For more information
visit www.alertwildfire.org.

Public Safety

Emergency response:

Emergency: 24 Hours

Police Dispatch: 24 Hours
925-284-5010

911

Nixle: Text your zip code to 888777

or go to www.nixle.com
Lafayette Police Department:

3471 Mt. Diablo Blvd. 925-283-3680

Chief of Police, Ben Alldritt
925-299-3221
Police Department Tip Line
94549Tip@gmail.com
Police Department Traffic Issues
94549Traffic@gmail.com
Moraga Police Department:
329 Rheem Blvd., 925-888-7055
Chief of Police, Jon King ext. 7049
Orinda Police Department:
22 Orinda Way ~ 925-254-6820
Chief of Police, David M. Cook
925-254-6820

Orindatip@cityoforinda.org
Lafayette Police
Department

Incident

Summary

Report

June 13 - June 26

Alarms 61
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 16
Traffic 62
Suspicious Circumstances 8
Suspicious Subject 17
Suspicious Vehicle 15
Service to Citizen 38

Patrol Req./Security Check 32
Pubic/School Assembly Check 1

Supplemental Report 11
Vacation House Check 28
Welfare Check 20
Ordinance Violation 6
Vehicle violations
Auto Burglary

Deer Hill Rd./1St St.

Reckless Driving
Deer Hill Rd./Happy Valley Rd.
3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Mt. Diablo Blvd./Happy Valley Rd.

500 Block St. Mary's Rd.

Mt. Diablo Blvd./Risa Rd.

St Marys Rd./Glenside Dr.

Moraga Blvd./Carol Ln.

St Marys Rd./Moraga Rd.
Tc - Property Damage

Mt. Diablo Blvd./Happy Valley Rd.

Deer Hill Rd./1St St.

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Pleasant Hill Rd./Springhill Rd.

500 Block St. Mary's Rd.

Police Department

Deer Hill Rd./Oak Hill Rd.

Moraga Rd./Wilkinson Ln.
Vehicle Theft

Hough Ave./Lafayette Cir.
Other criminal activity
Fraud False Pretenses

600 Block Glorietta Blvd.

1100 Block Bacon Way

1000 Block Woodbury Rd.
Grand Theft Veh Parts

3300 Block Woodland Way
Identity Theft

Police Department

30 Block Hidden Valley Rd.
Shoplift

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Warrant Service

200 Block Florence Ave., Oakland
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-domestic

3300 Block N Lucille Ln.

3200 Block Sweet Dr.
Disturbance-fight

El Curtola Blvd./Eb Sr 24
Loud Music

3100 Block Kingsley P1.

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3400 Block Orchard Hill Ct. (2)

20 Block Monticello Ct.
Loud Party

3100 Block Andreasen Dr.

Andreasen Dr./Reliez Station Rd.

3100 Block Bradena Ln.

3400 Block School St.
Public Nuisance

3500 Block Terrace Way

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3100 Block Sandalwood Ct.

3500 Block Silver Springs Rd.

Timothy Ln./Pine Ln.

3600 Block Nordstrom Ln.

1100 Block Upper Happy Valley Rd.

4000 Block Block Happy Valley Rd.

3900 Block Los Arabis Dr.

4000 Block Tilden Ln.

1100 Block Sierra Vista Way
Vandalism

3700 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3100 Block Old Tunnel Rd.

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Other
Fireworks

St Marys Rd./Rohrer Dr.

Sweet Dr./Woodview Dr.
Intoxicated Subject

50 Block Lafayette Cr
K9 Outside Assist Request

30 Block Sanford Ave., Nri
Prowler Heard

1800 Block Reliez Valley Rd.
Trespass

Happy Valley School

3400 Block School St.

3300 Block Springhill Rd.

3300 Block Johnson Rd.
Unwanted Guest

3700 Block Meadow Ln.
Violation Restraining Order

3100 Block Camino Diablo.
Moraga Police
Department
Incident
Summary
Report

June 15 - June 28
Alarms
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 9

Traffic 58
Suspicious Circumstances 10
Suspicious Subject 4
Suspicious Vehicle 3
Service to Citizen 41
Patrol Req./Security Check 19
Supplemental Report 5
Vacation House Check 6
Welfare Check 9
Pubic/School Assembly Check 4
Ordinance Violation 1
Vehicle violations

Accident Injury
Fernwood Dr./Willow Spring Ln.
Accident Property
20 Block Sanders Ranch Rd.
1100 Block Alta Mesa Dr.
Not Available
Dui Misd
Moraga Rd./St Marys Rd.
Excessive Speed
Moraga Rd./Lucas Dr.
Moraga Rd./Moraga Way (3)
Rheem Blvd./Chalda Way
Moraga Rd./Lucas Dr.
Moraga Way/Camino Ricardo
Moraga Way/Ivy Dr.
Moraga Way/Hall Dr., Ori
Corliss/Moraga Rd.
Moraga Way/St. Andrews Dr.
Moraga Way/Coral Dr., Ori
Exhibition Of Speed
Moraga Country Club
Reckless Driving
40 Block York Pl.
Corliss Dr./Crossbrook Ct.
Canyon Rd./Country Club Dr.
Tc - Property Damage
Moraga Way/Canyon Rd.
Other criminal activity
Fraud Credit Card
Police Department
Fraud False Pretenses
Police Department
Grand Theft
400 Block Center St.
Grand Theft Veh Parts

200 Block N Sandringham
Petty Theft

Moraga Commons Park

T ] Maxx
Petty Theft From Veh

700 Block Crossbrook Dr.
Petty Theft Veh Parts

1000 Block Larch Ave.
Shoplift

OSH

1500 Block Canyon Rd.

Nuisance to the Community

Disturbing The Peace
Moraga Rd./St Marys Rd.
Loud Music
Canyon Club Brewery
1300 Block Camino Peral
Hacienda (2)
Loud Noise
1600 Block Canyon Rd.
Donald Dr./Moraga Rd.
200 Block Fayhill Rd.
Loud Party
Rheem Bumoraga Rd.
600 Block Rheem Blvd.
Public Nuisance
100 Block Donald Dr.
3800 Block Via Granada
60 Block Sullivan Dr.
1000 Block Sanders Dr.
100 Block Devin Dr.
Vandalism
200 Block Rheem Blvd.
Other
Battery Sexual
400 Block Center St.
Fireworks

Joaquin Moraga Int School

Mentally I11 Commit
1000 Block Alta Mesa Dr.

400 Block Woodminster Dr.

ORINDA

Orinda Police Department

Incident Summary
Report
June 13 - June 26

Alarms 47
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 9
Traffic 31
Suspicious Circumstances 2
Suspicious Subject 7
Suspicious Vehicle 4
Service to Citizen 76
Patrol Req./Security Check 70
Supplemental Report 10
Vacation House Check 0
Welfare Check 12

Pubic/School Assembly Check 5
Ordinance Violation 1
Vehicle violations
Accident Injury

10 Block Valley View Dr.
Accident Property

20 Block Irwin Way
Auto Burglary

Bear Creek /Camino Pablo
Dui Misd

Moraga Way/Coral Dr.
Grand Theft Veh Parts

10 Block Estabueno Dr.

100 Block Moraga Way

300 Block Camino Pablo
Petty Theft From Veh

30 Block Overhill Rd.

40 Block Martha Rd.
Reckless Driving

Moraga Way

Camino Pablo/Wb Sr 24

Camino Pablo/Camino Encinas

Moraga Way/Altamount Dr.
Tc - Property Damage

Camino Sobrante/Orinda Way
Vehicle Theft

10 Block Risa Ct.
Other criminal activity
Identity Theft

10 Block Risa Ct.
Petty Theft

10 Block Altarinda Cir.

Moraga Way

500 Block Moraga Way
Possession Of Stolen Prop

Moraga Way
Residential Burglary

100 Block Ardith Dr.

30 Block Martha Rd.

500 Block The Glade
Shoplift

Orinda Way

10 Bloc Kmoraga Way

Moraga Way
Nuisance to the Community
Loud Music

60 Block Brookwood Rd.

10 Block Charles Hill Rd.
Loud Noise

90 Block El Gavilan Rd.
Public Nuisance

Theatre Square

10 Block Nelson Ln.

10 Block Albo Ct.

Kellie Ann Ct./Meadow View Rd.

90 Block Rheem Blvd.

200 Block Courtney Ln.

10 Block Orchard Rd.
Other
Failure To Obey

Camino Pablo
Fireworks

700 Block Moraga Way
Warrant Arrest

Camino Pablo
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Lafayette School District governing board appoints new member

By Jennifer Wake

The Lafayette School District
announced the appointment
of David Smith to the district’s
governing board following
the sudden resignation on
May 12 of Kenny Tuckerman,
who had served on the board
since 2018. Smith was one of
five candidates who were in-
terviewed at a June 23 special
governing board meeting be-
fore the final selection was
made in a 3-0 vote, with Jean
Follmer abstaining.
According to a LafSD
press release, Smith is a “col-
laborative problem solver

whose professional experi-
ence revolves around bring-
ing together diverse stake-
holders and finding ways to
meet their needs while focus-
ing on the broader mission of
the organization.” He has two
children who attend
Springhill Elementary School.
Smith was an integral
part of the leadership team
for the Measure L parcel tax,
and has served on the board
of Lafayette Partners in Edu-
cation, the education founda-
tion that supports Lafayette
public schools, according to
the district. “Dave spent the
past year working for the

state of California to help lead
the volunteer response to
COVID-19 and the vaccination
campaign. He has also
worked professionally on de-
creasing mental health stigma
and increasing mental health
resources in communities

ing. “How can we equip them
as they come back to the
classroom?” he asked.

“Dave has an impressive
track record as a creative
thinker and industrious doer,
and I enthusiastically look
forward to Dave’s onboarding

and active involvement in the
hard work ahead,” said cur-
rent board president Rob
Sturm. “Dave is a fantastic
addition who’s well-suited to
hit the ground running -
we’re thrilled to have him
aboard,” Sturm added.

and on school campuses.”
When asked during his
interview what he believed
were the most critical issues
the board will face, Smith
said that aside from reopen-
ing in the fall, he believes the
board needs to assess learn-
ing loss and support of stu-
dents as well as mental health
and social/emotional learn-

SMILE IS

A Professional

Orinda Books summer reading
challenge s underway

Photo Sora O'Doherty

Readers can download a scorecard from the shop, that contains the full list of suggested books:
www.orindabooks.com/sites/orindabooks.com/files/Summer%20Reading%20for%20Kids%20Scorecard.pdf

By Sora O'Doherty

Orinda Books, an indepen-
dent bookstore in Orinda Vil-
lage, is challenging readers
from kids to young adults to
read five books and claim a
prize from Loard's Ice Cream

or Orinda Theatre by Sept. 10.

To qualify for the prize, a
reader needs to read three
books from the list suggested
by the shop, and another two
books of the reader’s choice.
Selections range from
first readers books like “Fox

the Tiger” by Corey R. Tabor,
to non-fiction like “Symphony
for the City of the Dead:
Dmitri Shostakovich and the
Siege of Leningrad” by M.T.
Anderson. Included in the list
are 28 books with something
for everyone from young to
not quite so young. All of the
books on the list are available
at the book shop, but no pur-
chase is needed to participate.
Readers who complete
the challenge will also be en-
tered into a raffle for a $50
Orinda Books gift certificate.

Letters to the editor

Be responsible residents

MOFD board members Baitx,
Donner, and Danziger were crit-
icized in a recent letter for fail-
ure to spend taxpayer funds for
a chipper and its operation from
the MOFD budget. I would sug-
gest that the brush and tree re-
moval that the writer seeks is a
personal responsibility of prop-
erty owners. When my own
pine trees became old and a po-
tential hazard, I paid to have
them removed along with the
debris. I also work to maintain
brush and other material on my
property in a safe condition.
There are numerous private
tree and brush removal con-
tractors who are capable, al-
ready equipped and make their

living with this work. I think it
would be wasteful to buy a
“community chipper” and pay
professional fire personnel to
operate it, probably on an over-
time basis with the attendant
wages, benefits, and pension
liabilities.

We should take personal
responsibility for our proper-
ties. We should look to our
MOED personnel for their pro-
fessional guidance on fire pre-
vention and skills at fire sup-
pression, when necessary.
When landscape and tree re-

Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and not necessarily those of the
Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will include the writer's name and city/town of residence --
we will only accept letters from those who live in, or own a business in, the communities comprising
Lamorinda (please give us your phone number for verification purposes only). Letters must be
factually accurate and be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500 words will be accepted on a
space-available basis. Visit www.lamorindaweekly.com for submission guidelines. Email:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com; Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

moval is indicated we should
hire commercial contractors for
our individual properties at the
owner’s expense.

If board members are re-
sisting on the basis outlined
above, then I support them
fully. I, for one, am a taxpayer
who does not want to chip in for
property maintenance that is
the responsibility of the indi-
vidual property owner.

Gary Fryer
Orinda

summer
specials...

* Outdoor kitchens

* New gas lines for cooktops
and dryers

* Fire pits & patio heaters

* Pool heaters & hot tubs

* Natural gas barbecues

City Council approves budget
proposal, discusses ARPA funds

... continued from Page A3

Under terms set forth by law,
Coronavirus Local Fiscal Re-
covery fund deposits into
pension or rainy day funds
are prohibited.

Next steps following the
council’s approval of the pro-
posed budget include gather-
ing public input though com-
ments made at city council
meetings, public community
forums, meetings with busi-
ness owners, and through
emails and telephone in-
quiries collected throughout
the public comment period.
Myers’ report included sug-
gested ideas aimed at trans-
parency such as public fo-
rums, an online survey, and
possibly establishing a Q&A
post on the city’s website.

Recommendations to
council highlighted policy de-
cisions related to flexibility
within the budget plan to ad-
dress changes as unexpected
conditions occur, the choice

between large or small scale
first steps, and determining
whether to apply the funds
over the years to making lad-
dered physical improvements
within the city versus fund-
ing selected business with
immediate potential to re-
store sizable, rapid economic

We're poly-pipe certified, (better than
Approved vendors of PG&E

viability to the business
community.

The council will consider
the actions during meetings
this fall, collect essentials re-
ports and input from city

staff and committees, and re- s -
lease the final budget in == 9 2 5 3 7 7
December. CA Lic

929641

Memorial service
planned for Larry
Swindell on July 16

Submitted by Julie Swindell
Bookman

The family of Larry Swindell
has set a memorial service to
honor his life at 2 p.m., Friday,
July 16, at Moraga Valley
Presbyterian Church. A
courtyard reception will
follow. The author and film
historian died of heart failure
on June 22, 2020, in Moraga. He
was 91. Due to the pandemic,
this service was delayed.

learn and speak up.

Planning Together!

The General Plan is the guiding document behind Lafayette’s built
environment, open space, and infrastructure. After 20 years, the General
Plan is getting an update - let’s make it a plan for the people by the people!

Join the General Plan Advisory Committee (GPAC) -
volunteers advising the Planning Commission and City Council on the
important decisions that will shape the community over the next twenty years
at the first in-person event for the General Plan.

The GPAC wants your input to draft a plan that represents the community’s
vision. Visit PlanLafayette.org to get up to speed on everything that has
happened to date and see what’s coming next. Now is the perfect time to

In-Person Housing Workshop

Wednesday, June 30 4-8PM
Don Tatzin Community Hall
Lafayette Library and Learning Center

Drop in to the first in-person General Plan update
event where you and your neighbors will learn about
the Housing Element and get to say your piece.

Participate in activities to share your opinion on
where new housing should be planned in the context
of existing housing, wildfire risk, traffic congestion,

a group of community

school capacity, and more!

Mary H. Smith D.D.S.

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Mo’s sizzling

Use your smart

. phone camera ﬁ .,

scan this QR code

LLETTTF
www.PlanLafayette.org
GeneralPlan@Lovelafayette.org
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Corporation

Proudly serving
the Lamorinda
community for over
26 years.

We always welcome
new patients.

Our office delivers
the highest quality

and service.

Consults are always
complementary.

Got gas? Many people
think plumbers deal only
with water and sewage.
Not true! We install and
repair all types of gas lines
and fixtures too.

eapFrog Loot |

$25 off
-X. lumbing job’

LeapFrog Loot
$100 off

Gas line installation |
over $600° I

1 LeapFrog Loot ;
oy, $100 off !
1 Tankless water heater 1
1 installation”

*1.COUPON per service, exp. 53721

We Hop o It!

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993

6600 =

|-|

www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

to learn more!

Planning
& Building Department
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DESIGN ¢ REFINISHING * INSTALL TIGN

1 925.376-1118

Lix § 97464 o,

CALL TOM
FOR A FREE
ESTIMATE

Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

Building
Foundations
Lifting

e Leveling
e Stabilizing

e
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RENERLL CEONTRAETER LIE. BEPIIE

707 310-0602

WENERQL CENTRACTER

www.bayareaunderpinning.org -
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TREE SCULPT URE

COMPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!
Certified Arborists < License #655977
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com

Fully Insured <«

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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April Matthews

925.200.0773

Now

is the Best Time to Prepare and Sell

Call me for my

*23+ years of Experience and Market Expertise
*Winning Strategies and Guidance
*No Obligation Estimate of Value

1.april. matthews@gmail.com

pl o }/a«wvo»wv\,o@w Ko le/ f/gtate/

The Real Estate Market is Hotter Than Ever!

*Low Interest Rates *Low Inventory *Abundant Buyers

ELUXURY

I|'|I|I || '-_II;-:_';I-'_I
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DRE# 01221153

From flags to vintage planes, it was a
flying Fourth in Orinda

.. continued from Page Al

Following Sen. Steve
Glazer, the parade ended
with the Orinda Volunteer
Pick-Up Marching Band,
playing the national anthem
and five songs honoring the
United States Marines, Army,
Air Force, Navy, and Coast
Guard. The band is orga-
nized by Colleen McCor-
mack, owner of Lamorinda
Music. Other bands included
the Silicon Valley Bagpipe
Band, St. Gabriel’s Band, and
the East Bay Banjo Band.
Other entertainment in-
cluded stilt walkers, the
brass boppers and the Spirit

of’29, a Dixieland Jazz Band.
Many public service
groups, such as Orinda Ro-
tary, Moms Demand Action,
Friends of the Moraga
Adobe, Friends of Wagner
Ranch, Friends of Orinda
Creeks, the Peter Pan Foun-
dation, Orinda Masonic, the
Lamorinda Order of DeMo-
lay the Lamorinda 4H and
the California Rescue Dog
Association also marched in
the parade. The Friends of
the Orinda Library also par-
ticipated, in addition to li-
brary staff. Local businesses
were also represented, in-
cluding Orinda Motors,
Blodgetts, The Forge Pizza
Truck, Mechanic’s Bank, Ex-

pert Tree Service, Uncle
Sams Go Karts.

The arts were repre-
sented by The Orinda
Starlight Village Players and
Lamorinda Idol. First re-
sponders included the
Orinda Police Department
and Rescue One from MOFD,
while local government was
represented by Orinda
mayor Amy Worth and vice
mayor Dennis Fay. Assem-
blywoman Rebecca Bauer-
Kahan rode with the Moms
Demand Action. Miramonte
High School was in evidence
with the football team and
cheerleaders, as well as the
track team.

Mulberry Tree Preschool

.. continued from Page A5

Parents testified that they trust
Allison to choose a good suc-
cessor when the time comes.
After hearing all of the
public comments, Stromberg
asked Mayor Mike McCluer if
he could make a statement.
“Ms. Allison, 'm going to apol-
ogize to you, and I'm going to
apologize to all of the people
who have spoken. I completely
misinterpreted their emails.
“What they are saying is

more about you as the director

rather than the kind of pro-
gram that Mulberry Tree is,”
continued Stromberg. “I now
can hear, from all of the com-
ments we’ve received, that the
focus is more about how you
have conducted the preschool
and of the necessity for Mor-
aga to have a preschool, irre-
spective of the kind of ap-
proach that is being under-
taken by the school. I'm a big
enough man to admit when
I'm wrong. ...

Please accept my

apology.”

With the air cleared, the
council voted unanimously to
adopt a resolution authorizing
a Fourth Amendment to the
Ground Lease with Mulberry
Tree Preschool. It provides for
Allison to continue leasing the
site for an initial five years,
with an option to extend for
an additional five years. In
addition, a provision for a
temporary rent reduction was
included along with a provi-
sion for lease assignment.
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ADAM HAMALIAN

JUST LISTED

925.708.5630
DRE# 01917597

JUST LISTED

PENDING

BRYAN HURLBUT

925.383.5500
DRE# 01347508

24 ALTA HILL WAY, WALNUT CREEK
OFFERED AT $1,295,000
DON & PAMELA COLOMBANA 925.878.8047

9 IDLEWOOD COURT, MORAGA
OFFERED AT $1,650,000
RUTH EDDY | 925.788.5449

9 MOUNTAIN VIEW PLACE, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $1,895,000
JOY WIEHN | 415.377.1884

CAROLYN WAY CHERYL HATA

925.890.4115

DRE# 00947460

510.912.5882

DRE# 013859346

CHRISTINA LINEZO DAVE SMITH

3826 PALO ALTO DRIVE, LAFAYETTE
SOLD FOR $4,700,000
TINA FRECHMAN | 925.915.0851

'|'|4 STARLYN DRIVE PLEASANT HILL
OFFERED AT $1,198,000
SMITH HOMES TEAM | 925.998.1914

1190 UPPER HAPPY VALLEY, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $1,450,000
K. BRICKMAN /S. RUHMAN | 925.351.5049

415.425.3085
DRE# 01964989

415.298.785]1
DRE# 02105225

JANE SMITH JOY WIEHN

1032 LINDSEY COURT, LAFAYETTE
SOLD FOR $2,600,000
L. LEGLER/ C. HATA 510.912.5882

789 SOLANA DRIVE, LAFAYETTE
SOLD FOR $3,115,000
TINA FRECHMAN | 925.915.0851

9 LAS PIEDRAS, ORINDA
SOLD FOR $2,339,000
B. HURLBUT /L. DEAL | 925.383.5500

SOLD - REPRESENTED BUYER
925.998.1914 " . . i ¥

DRE# 01476506

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

415.377.1884

DRE# 02047712

KAAREN BRICKMAN

1733 SPRINGBROOK ROAD, LAFAYETTE
SOLD FOR $2.150,000
DON & PAMELA COLOMBANA 925.878.8047

106 READY ROAD, WALNUT CREEK
SOLD FOR $1,905,000
LISATICHENOR | 925.285.1093

2081 STRATTON ROAD, WALNUT CREEK
SOLD FOR $1,850,000
S.HUTCHENS/A.HAMALIAN | 925.708.5630

925.351.5049

DRE# 01932119

925.818.5500
DRE# 01290985

PAMELA & DON
COLOMBANA

LAUREN DEAL

HURLBUT TEAM LISA TICHENOR

LORI LEGLER

3 ‘!!""' L7
: &
¢

‘:.f‘i
| ol

MATT MCLEOD RUTH EDDY SHERRY HUTCHENS  TINA FRECHMAN  VALERIE DURANTINI

N

925.285.1093
DRE# 01478540

925.876.4671

DRE#02060294

925.464.6500
DRE# 01310057

925.878.8047
DRE# 01979180/01979181

925.286.1244
DRE# 00805732

925.788.5449
DRE# 01313819

925.212.7617
DRE# 01320608

925.915.0851
DRE# 01970768

415.999.6116
DRE# 01376796
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Campo grad publishes children’s book
to honor his late mother

Alex Tandy with his mom, ]udy Ohlrogge

By Kara Navolio

In 2019 Alex Tandy, a 2005
Campolindo graduate and
Moraga resident, learned that
his mother not only had can-
cer but had also passed away
from the disease. Judy
Ohlrogge, his mom, who was
remarried and living in
Ecuador, had kept her disease
a secret from him and his
brother.

As Tandy made his way to
Ecuador to seek closure he re-
discovered a manuscript for a
children’s alphabet book that
his mom had always meant to
publish. As a tribute to her
and her love of teaching chil-
dren English, he decided to
publish it himself. Enlisting
the help of his cousin, Ryan
Scott Tandy, who is a Mira-
monte grad, as creative direc-
tor, they set off to establish
their own publishing com-
pany and raise funds for the
venture through IndieGoGo.

Tandy, who now works
for a Brazilian high tech firm
developing a mobile app, has
past experience in writing,
having worked for Diablo
Magazine, Huffington Post
and a New York ad agency be-
fore moving into the technol-
ogy field. It was a natural fit to
take on the job as co-author

Photo provided

and editor, even though he
had never written for chil-
dren. The Tandys found an il-
lustrator from Uruguay and a
printer in the U.S., and 18
months later, their dream be-
came a reality with the pub-
lishing of “Journey from A to Z
with Teacher Judy — An alpha-
betical and Animal-filled ad-
venture” (Tandy Books 2020).

“My mom was a true ani-
mal lover,” said Tandy. “She
adopted lots of cats and dogs,
and I remember on one visit
to Venezuela with her, we led
an injured horse home; she
could not leave him. She also
loved teaching and had de-
cided to write her own alpha-
bet book to help her students
learn English.” The cat named
Chanel for the letter C is based
on his mom’s pet.

The rhyming book is a fun
adventure through the alpha-
bet with animals that are both
common and unusual, like a
vulture that makes sculpture
and a quail that delivers the
mail. The illustrations by Al-
fonso Lourido are fun and
lively with each one set in a
unique environment with
bold and joyful colors. The fi-
nal spread with Zelda the Ze-
bra is a satisfying ending to
the traveling adventure.

“It was a work of multiple

Free SMC Museum of Art
exhibition through July 11

Detail left, Milton Komisar (b. 1935) Tectonic Plates, 2003,
Acrylic and concrete on canvas, Gift of the artist [4.2006.2]
Detail right, William Keith (1838-1911) High Sierra Canyon

people,” added Tandy. “It was
started by my mom. We [his
cousin and him], took it to the
finish line. Our objective was
to make sure her work was
finished in the best way possi-
ble. I wasn’t going to cut cor-
ners on my mom’s work. Fin-
ishing the book lets me share
the best parts of my mother.”
He is grateful to the 180-plus
people who supported the
project financially, which
made that goal possible.

The book sells for $20 on
TeacherJudy.com. A discount
code for our readers can be
used for 20% off:
LAMORINDAZ20.
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E E MOVE COORDINATORS

Winer &

All-Women Company Serving

East Bay Residents for Over 20 Years

COMPLETE MOVE &
COORDINATION SPECIALISTS

* CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION *

FULL PACKING & UNPACKING SERVICES
PACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

plan, sort, pack, label and help with what to keep, toss, donate, consign

UNPACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

plazing furnifurs, seiing up Kichen, erjaniziag clesals

cepbodrds and drawers

Insured, Bonded, and Green

Nominated by SCORE
far Quistanding

925.330.1988

hellp@carefreamoves. net

Woman-Cwnad Small Businass v carefreemaves. net
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jgefurniture.com
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(c. 1900-1905) Oil on canvas, Gift of Benjamin H. Lehman # l L T-—IL
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The current Saint Mary’s Mu-
seum of Art exhibit, “Aesthetic
Forces: Nature in the Modern
California Landscape,
1915-2015” explores how 20th
and 21st-century art practice
assimilated and reconsidered
ideas of the “sublime” and
“picturesque” in dialogue with
Modernism and the shifting
relationship amongst culture,
land, and the environment.
From 1915, the year of San
Francisco’s Panama Pacific In-
ternational Exposition, to
2015, the year of California’s
landmark drought—this exhi-
bition presents paintings,

um of Art permanent collec-
tion. These selected works fold
the cultural and environmen-
tal influence of world fairs,
wars, urbanization, political
shifts, lifestyle perceptions,
and natural disasters into the
formation of how land and
nature generate mood and
sensation through aesthetic
forces.

“Aesthetic Forces” is on
view through July 11, Wednes-
day through Saturday, 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. Admission is free. All vis-
itors will need to complete and
share the college’s health screen
check before entrance at the
campus gate at www.stmarys-
ca.edu/covid-19-news-resources

Submit stories and
story ideas to
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com

SAVE 20%
USE CODE LW20

Organic, local, seasonal nourishing prepared foods

Bone Broth, Soups & Stews, Vegan & Vegetarian Dishes,

Sauerkraut & Kimchi,

Kombucha & Kefir, Raw Milk &

Cheese, Snacks & Desserts, Household Staples, Body Care

Order online for delivery to Orinda,
Moraga, Lafayette and Walnut Creek

or shop in our store, Wednesday - Saturday

Learn more about Ancestral Foods
at threestonehearth.com

1581 University Ave in Berkeley

Free parking
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A fun twist to the lemon bar tradition

Lenion-Lime Bars on Shortbread Crust

By Susie Iventosch

These lemon-lime bars are a
fun twist on traditional lemon
bars with the combination of
freshly-squeezed lime and
lemon juice. We actually like
them better than straight
lemon bars, which are hard to
beat. We love the tangy sweet
filling and crispy shortbread
crust. They are the perfect
summer dessert, so light and
delicious. The combination of

Photo Susie Iventosch

citrus flavors is mouthwater-
ing and will have you and
your guests coming back for
more. If you’re anything like
us, you won’t be able to leave
them alone till they’re all
gone!

These bars store well in
the refrigerator for several
days, so you can keep coming
back for more, or at least
make them ahead of time for
your next party.

Lemon-Lime Bars

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Wednesday, July 7, 2021

Prep Time: 20 Minutes | Bake Time: 1 hour total | Makes about 24 two-inch bars

INGREDIENTS
Crust:

1 cup unsalted butter (8 oz. or 2 sticks), softened

to room temperature

1/2 cup granulated sugar
1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract
1/4 teaspoon salt

2 cups all-purpose flour
Lemon-Lime filling:

6 large eggs

2 cups granulated sugar
1/3 cup all-purpose flour

1/2 cup fresh squeezed lemon juice

1/2 cup fresh squeezed lime juice

website:

www.lamorindaweekly.com If you
would like to share your favorite
recipe with Susie please contact
her by email or call our office at
(925) 377-0977. Or visit
https://treksandbites.com

Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com. This
recipe can be found on our

Garnishes: 1/4 cup powdered sugar, candied lemon, and lime slices, or thin slices

of lemon and lime peel.
DIRECTIONS
Crust:

Preheat oven to 350 F. Grease or spray a 9x13 inch baking dish. (We prefer to simply spray or grease
the baking dish because when we’ve used parchment paper instead, we had the unfortunate result of the
filling undermining the crust and we ended up with lemon-lime upside-down bhars!)

In a mixing bowl, cream together butter, sugar, and vanilla. Stir in flour and salt and mix until well

integrated.

Press the crust mixture into the bottom of the prepared baking dish. The crust will be 1/4 to 1/3-inch

thick.

Bake at 350 F for 20-25 minutes. You want the crust to be a nice golden brown, but not too dark since
it will be baking again with the filling.
Remove from oven and reduce oven temperature to 300 F.

Lemon-Lime Filling:

Meanwhile, while the crust is baking, whisk eggs until beaten. In a separate bowl, mix together
sugar and flour and then whisk into eggs. Finally, whisk in lemon and lime juice until well blended.
Pour filling mixture over the warm crust and bake for 40-45 minutes, or until lemon-lime custard is

set.

Remove from oven and cool completely. Refrigerate until firm and then cut into 2-inch squares. Dust
everything with powdered sugar and serve with a dollop of whipped cream or plain.
Garnish with lemon and lime peel shavings, or candied lemon and lime slices.

The illusion

By Elizabeth LaScala,
Ph.D.

With the COVID-19 pandemic
and the onset of nearly uni-
versal distance learning for all
high school students, both
parents and students have
been relieved to hear that
many college admission pro-
cedures are going “test op-
tional” this year. While “test
optional” does mean that
standardized tests like the
ACT and the SAT are not re-
quired, these tests remain op-
tional which means the stu-
dent can elect to submit them
as part of their application.
Despite going “test op-
tional” nearly all test optional
colleges will carefully con-
sider standardized test scores
when they are made available
by applicants. Test optional
does not mean test blind. In
general, most students with
profiles strong enough to
think they have some chance
of admission to more compet-
itive test optional colleges

should try to prep for and at-
tain strong test scores to en-
hance their applications. Also,
since many test optional col-
leges may nevertheless re-
quire standardized test scores
for some applicants, it is best
to check with each college you
plan to send an application, in
order to know what is ex-
pected. Examples of reasons
why some applicants may be
required to submit scores to
some colleges include those
seeking to be admitted to cer-
tain majors (e.g., engineering,
computer science), recruitable
athletes, students applying to
the school’s honors college,
and those seeking need-based
or merit awards, among
others.

In past years, admissions
staff in test optional colleges
were able to do their jobs and
evaluate applicants who do
not send scores by focusing on
the high school transcript to
give insight into the appli-
cant’s academic preparedness.
However, with the onset of the
coronavirus came distance

of ‘test optional’ colleges

learning, and with distance
learning came some pretty
rampant grade inflation.
Many teachers could not teach
all relevant material remotely
and often teachers had no
truly effective way to test their
students’ knowledge. Lacking
valid assessments, some
teachers dropped final exams,
some may have discouraged
AP testing and sometimes,
maybe even often, gave stu-
dents better grades than they
might have otherwise, so as
not to punish students for
conditions that were beyond
their control.

Many students and par-
ents have breathed a sigh of
relief that many colleges are
going test optional for appli-
cations submitted this fall.
While this stance is under-
standable given that so many
students were unable to take
standardized tests in the
spring and summer due to site
closings and other obstacles,
this decision has put admis-
sions staff in a difficult spot.
Due to the reasons mentioned

above, admissions staff may
find it much more difficult to
interpret and rely upon high
school grades as one of the
few, often the only, objective
measure of student achieve-
ment. Rigor of coursework
(honors, AP classes), extracur-
ricular involvement, honors
and awards, letters of recom-
mendation and the quality of
college essays will be
weighted more heavily than
before. If one or more of these
areas are nonexistent or
mediocre, it will be harder for
a student to gain admission.
This means that admissions
staff will be thankful when an
applicant sends standardized
test scores because it will help
them evaluate the student’s
application and make a
stronger case for admission. If
you are a rising high school
senior, pay attention to these
well intended words of advice
and invest some of your avail-
able resources in good test
preparation this summer.

Elizabeth LaScala, PhD
personally guides each student
through each step of selecting
and applying to well-matched
schools for undergraduate and
graduate school study. Over the
past two decades, Elizabeth has
placed hundreds of students in
some of the most prestigious
colleges and universities in the
U.S. The number of clients
taken is limited to ensure each
applicant has personalized
attention. Contact Elizabeth
early in the process to make a
difference in your outcomes.
Write
elizabeth@doingcollege.com;
Visit www.doingcollege.com; or
Call: 925.385.0562.

The beat goes on! How to get back on track with your
post-pandemic financial planning

By Lynn Ballou CFP®

It’s perhaps premature and
too optimistic to say we are in
a true post-pandemic phase
now, however, it appears that
there is light at the end of the
dark tunnel. Which means it
is absolutely time to shake out
the dust and brush off the
cobwebs to clearly review
and perhaps even reset our
financial goals. Some of us
find that our attitudes about
life have changed. Others
have had circumstances
change unexpectedly. How-
ever you arrived where you
find yourselves today, here
are five areas for your con-
sideration as you emerge
from the darkness to the light
of regaining control over your
daily life.

1) Where does your money
go? Whether you use some-
thing formal such as an ex-
pense tracking program or
sheer intuition, take a look at
where your money went the
past 15 months. If you find
that you made shifts that in-
volved living on less, is that
sustainable? Will spending
less going forward allow you
to be financially independent
sooner by investing more
now and keeping your living
costs lower? Or perhaps
staying lean on your base
spending could allow you to
deploy discretionary spend-
ing on what you previously

considered indulgences. This
is your opportunity to make
lasting purposeful change in
your planning.

2) Areyou on your right
professional path? Resetting
might involve a career
change. There’s a massive la-
bor shift underway as dor-
mant parts of the economy
restart. More employers are
open to having team mem-
bers work from home. And
we’ve seen the importance
that technology plays in our
lives as it continues to evolve.
If you are dissatisfied with
your current path, consider a
new one and determine what
skills you need that would
enable you to shift. Investing
in yourself could be the most
rewarding investment you
could possibly make. You
have a rare opportunity to hit
the reset button. Research
your areas of interest, set up
informational interviews to
learn what’s required to suc-
ceed, review the costs/re-
wards timeline. If feasible,
set your professional course
in a new direction.

3) Insurance: Itreally
does matter! I'm justas
fabulous at procrastinating as
everyone else and like so
many readers, I do struggle
with annually reviewing my
property, casualty and um-
brella insurance policies and
keeping up with what I have
and why. What keeps me
sane and confident are my

trusted insurance agents.
Every year we set up a live
review. Not only are we ex-
amining deductibles and pos-
sible gaps, but we are also
discussing changes and
trends in insurance. It helps
me stay prepared and re-
minds me that insurance is a
partnership. And I always
ask my agents the same ques-
tions each year: What would
you do differently if you were
me? What coverages should I
have that I don’t? Isuggest
you expand the same review
format and ideas to your
other insurance coverages
such as disability, life, health
and long-term care insurance.
Some reviews you have set
through work where an an-
nual review format is in
place. The rest require you to
take the initiative to review
but better before a claims
event than after. This is
where the adage about the
barn door and the horse and
the road comes into play!

4) Congress: What are
they up to now and what
should you do? Financial
planning is challenging when
the backdrop is a never end-
ing merry-go-round of chang-
ing income and estate tax
laws. Because no matter how
carefully you plan, the gov-
ernment can insert a trip
wire into the laws that might
impact our plans at any time.
The latest excitement re-
volves around possible in-

creases to income and capital
gain taxes and more surpris-
ing, increasing estate taxes by
undoing long-standing rules
of how we can pass our assets
to future generations. Iwill
focus future columns on
specifics as they become
clear. Your job today? Stay
informed - but don’t panic! -
and reach out to your trusted
advisors now so you have
plans in place to make revi-
sions if appropriate as
changes occur.
5) Disaster proof your
plan: It seems obvious that
one of the most important as-
pects of planning should in-
volve testing our plans for the
unexpected. We have just ex-
perienced the most dramatic
real life global enactment of
surviving the unexpected in
generations. Now is a great
time to look back at your plan
before the pandemic, and
then overlay your former sit-
uation with the reality of
where you are financially to-
day. Based on your findings,
you and your financial advi-
sor may note areas that need
work. This might include re-
building emergency reserves,
changing your living situa-
tion, reconstructing your
budget for post pandemic life,
rebalancing your investment
portfolio, and many other
possibilities. Make a timeline
and then plan to implement
those changes thoughtfully.
The final take away?

Planning should always be
done with a critical “what can
go wrong and if it does will I
still be okay” point of view.
We just survived a real life
lab on crisis survival. Let’s
not waste this opportunity to
learn, review our finances,
revise our planning appro-
priately, and move forward
with care. Please reach out if
I can be of help!

Lynn Ballou CFP® is a Senior
Vice President and Partner with
EP Wealth Advisors. Information
used in the writing of this
column is believed to be factual
and up-to-date, but we do not
guarantee its accuracy and it
should not be regarded as a
complete analysis of the
subject(s) discussed. All
information is derived from
sources deemed to be reliable.
All expressions of opinion reflect
the judgment of the author as of
the date of publication and are
subject to change.
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“Renewal” Photo polymer etching, Danguole Rita Kuolas

Submitted by George
Ehrenhaft

The Moraga Art Gallery pre-
sents a new summertime
show, "Midsummer Syner-
gies," open from July 14

to Sept. 19, featuring the vi-
brant creations of two
Lafayette artists: ceramicist
Donna Arganbright and Dan-

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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guole Rita Kuolas, a print-
maker and etching specialist.
Along with a diverse ar-
ray of appealing mugs,
trays, bowls and plates, the
Arganbright collection in-
cludes unique “attitude fig-
ures” — vases, each one differ-
ent and each one rendered as
a posturing human figure
with hands on hips and
clothed in a fresh, bright-hued

925-377-0977

‘Midsummer Synergies’ comes to Moraga July 14

Rita Kuolas

glaze. All of these are meant to
be taken home, used and
loved.

Kuolas attributes her
etching expertise to a lifelong
fascination with the drawn
line that has evolved into en-
vironmental concerns, as
evinced not only by render-
ings of plant life, but also re-
placing the usual solvents and
acids in her work with water-

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Donna Arganbright’s ceramics

soluble inks, non-toxic etching
processes and by recycling
scraps of etching paper into
new sheets. The images in the
exhibit show the artist
branching out from her usual
abstracted imagery into more
naturalistic representations.
Kuolas will demystify print-
making by doing a free public
demonstration on Sun-
day, Aug. 8 from 1 to 4 p.m. at
the gallery.

The show also
includes arresting papier-
maché sculptures by guest
artist Francine Garcia and
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scores of works by the
gallery's roster of sculptors,
painters, jewelers, photogra-
phers, ceramicists, wood-
workers, printmakers, and
more.

The gallery is located in
the Rheem Shopping Center at
432 Center Street, Moraga, and
is open Wednesday to Sun-
day from noon to 5 p.m. For
more information, vis-
it www.moragaart-
gallery.com or call (925)
376-5407.

‘The Silent Revolution’ (‘Das schweigende Klassenzimmer?’):

By Sophie Braccini

Films based on true stories have
a special way to grip you.
“Silent Revolution” is one of
these. Set in East Germany in
1956 during the Cold War, it fol-
lows a class of graduating high
school students confronted with
decisions that will define who
they are and change their lives
in ways they could not have
foreseen.

The scene: 1956, in East-
Berlin, before the Berlin Wall
was erected. Thanks to a clan-
destine western radio station, a
high school student, Kurt
Wachter, discovers that the
Hungarian anti-Soviet uprising

coming of age during the

in Budapest has been repressed
in bloodshed by Soviet tanks.
With his best friends Theo
Lemke and Lena, he convinces
his classmates to observe a
minute's silence at the begin-
ning of their history class to pay
tribute to the insurgents. This
small but strong act infuriates
their teacher who alerts the
Communist party’s chain of
command. A relentless and ef-
ficient emissary from the min-
ister of education arrives to find
out who did what and apply
punishment with resounding
consequences, if necessary.

The movie shows how
pressure is exerted on the stu-
dents to pit one against the
other and drive them to betray

Cold War

their classmates. In post-war
Germany, communists that
have vanquished the Nazis are
in power, but their methods are
that of any type of dictatorship.
The power system is built on
fear, absolute obedience, con-
formity to the dogma of the day,
and any deviancy, may it be
minuscule, needs to be
crushed.

The youths are caught in
the net of their idealism, their
friendships, but they also have
family ties and histories that
mark their individual destinies,
whether they want it or not.
Will one betray their friends to
be able to survive? What does it
mean to be brave? Can one risk
their whole future to preserve
their dignity? These young
adults are confronted with
these difficult questions when
they have just grown beyond
the innocence of childhood, and
still retain some of its naivety. It
is a difficult moment that tests
and makes the adults they will
become.

Kurt and Theo (Tom Gra-
menz, Leonard Scheicher,
charming and excellent young
actors) are the leaders of this

silent revolution. They have
been able to go from time to
time to West Berlin and have
experienced a freer society,
which has probably given them
the courage to take more risks.
There is also Lena (Lena
Klenke), who is their smart,
idealist and brave friend who
pushes for an uncompromising
defense strategy. The whole
class is galvanized by the three,
though the threats and the risks
start to divide the students be-
tween the unbending ones and
those who would rather cave to
avoid punishment. They
nonetheless continue to fight
for each other, and do it with
the ardor of youth. The movie is
led by director Lars Kraume
with that same dynamism. It is
riveting and dramatic, as well
as very emotional.

Kraume adapted the book
written by one of the former
high schoolers that was pub-
lished in 2006, 50 years after
the fact. The fast rhythm is effi-
cient, and the direction is solid
though not terribly creative.
The scenario however illus-
trates brilliantly themes such as
sacrifice, treason, redemption,

The number of tickets is limited. For reservations, go to:
https://www.orindamovies.com/location/1207/Orinda-Theater/2021-07-16
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and the power of a unified
group.

As it is often the case for
movies written after real life
events, it is interesting to stay
after the credits to see pictures
of the real-life heroes and dis-
cover what has become of
them.

The German film is brought
to Orinda by the Lamorinda-
based nonprofit the Interna-
tional Film Showcase. It will
open at the Orinda Theatre July
16 for three days and nine
screenings.

Looking Good in Lamorinda

Summer jewe

'

Photo Morrison's Jewelers

Lockets by Monica Rich Kosann available at Morrison's

Jewelers in Orinda

By Moya Stone

When we were on lockdown
last year, I never stopped
wearing jewelry. In fact, I dug
out some long forgotten pieces.
Every day I'd don something
different, something I hadn’t
worn in ages. Wearing jewelry
while staying home lifted my
spirits.

It seems I wasn’t the only
one getting excited about jew-
elry. I've been reading in fash-
ion magazines that since the
pandemic, interest and priori-
ties have shifted and there’s a
desire now to celebrate life and
important milestones with a
piece of jewelry. Even designer
Marc Jacobs finally bought the
Mikimoto pearl necklace he’d

been wanting for years. He
said in an interview for
Harper’s Bazaar that wearing
these pearls brings him joy.
Like Jacobs, people are no
longer waiting to make big
jewelry splurges. “People are
commemorating their occa-
sions in a different way,” says
Christine Berryhill from Mor-
rison’s Jewelers in Orinda, a
family-owned business that
specializes in custom design
jewelry pieces. Berryhill, who
works in the shop with her
husband, David, says that in-
stead of buying experiences
people are buying jewelry.
What’s popular now is both
small and larger pieces, col-
ored stones, yellow gold, and
pearls. Berryhill says, “This
season is all about layering.”

Iry splurges,

and vintage events

Necklaces are “neck messes”
and we are stacking rings and
bracelets, mixing small with
large. “Everything is in,” she
says. Including lockets. A fa-
vorite in the Victorian era, we
haven’t seen a locket trend in a
long time but jewelry designer
Monica Rich Kosann has up-
dated the sentimental pendants
with sleek designs for a mod-
ern sensibility. Morrison’s car-
ries Kosann lockets along with
other designer lines.
Lamorinda is lucky to have
an array of jewelry stores. In
addition to Morrison’s there’s
Ware Designs, CG Designs and
Solano Jewelers in Lafayette
and Moraga Jewelers in
Rheem. Berryhill says that res-
idents in Lamorinda are aware
of the importance of shopping
locally and points out that
when we support one shop
we’re also supporting the small
businesses that they work with,
such as engravers and repair.
For some local summer
fun, slip on that new jewelry
and head out to Shadelands
Ranch Museum in Walnut
Creek. The Walnut Creek His-
torical Society’s next event,
Summer Market & Barn Sale, is
set for Sunday, Aug. 15 from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. and it promises
to be a great day of outdoor
shopping and eating. Jackie
Byrd, Walnut Creek Historical
Society Office/ Events Manager
says there will be 40 or so ven-
dors selling handmade crafts,
jewelry, and antique and vin-
tage items. Additionally, as a
fundraiser, the museum will be
selling some vintage items

Photo courtesy Walnut Creek Historical Society

from their archives. There will
also be a few informational
booths. Did someone say food
trucks? At least two food ven-
dors have signed up, Golden
Gate Gyros and Cousins Maine
Lobster. Plus, the Shadelands
house will be open for tours.
Are you a vintage dealer? A
crafter? Vendor applications
are still being accepted. For
more information visit:
www.wchistory.org.
Something else happening
at Shadelands Ranch Museum
is Fashion Through the Years, a
vintage clothing exhibition on
now through Aug. 31. Dis-
played throughout the museum
are fashions from as far back
as the 19th century, many
pieces donated to the museum.
One standout ensemble is a
World War II nurse’s uniform.
The museum is open Wednes-
days and Sundays from 1 to 4

p-m., but check the website for
possible special event closures.
Masks are required.

Summertime is reading
time and I recommend the
memoir “Dressed in Dreams: A
Black Girl’s Love Letter to the
Power of Fashion” by Tanisha
C. Ford (St. Martin’s Press). In
Dreams, Ford, an associate
professor of African Studies,
discusses the important role
fashion played in her African
American community of Fort
Wayne, Indiana. From her par-
ent’s colorful Dashiki shirts to
baggy jeans to the hoodie to
knee-high boots, she shares her
childhood story and how fash-
ion influenced her life.

Stay cool out there and go
forth in style!

Moya Stone is a fashion
blogger at
www.overdressedforlife.com.
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Pacific Chamber Orchestra returns to concert stage

Photo provided

Submitted by Shelly Rose “Renewal” and will be performed at
7:30 p.m. July 17 in Moraga at the

Campolindo Performing Arts Center

Pacific Chamber Orchestra’s first pro- and at 3 p.m. July 18 in Livermore at

gram of its 2021-22 season is themed

the Bankhead Theater. Music Director The stream reaches a pool alive with a
Lawrence Kohl chose Beethoven’s Fifth  chorus of birdcall. Beethoven penned

Symphony because it embodies a this note to describe his final move-
snapshot of our current emergence ment: “The Shepherd’s Song After the
from a tempestuous journey to some Storm.”

kind of new normal. Join in the PCO’s triumphant re-

At the end of such a journey comes  turn to the concert stage and sail with
‘Renewal’ or a return to freshness and them through musical storms to a

vigor. Beethoven’s Sixth Symphony, peaceful renewal. For more informa-
also known as the Pastoral, weaves a tion and tickets go to
harmonic background into a stream. www.pacificchamberorchestra.org.
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Janet Louise Emmerich

September 16, 1932 — March 16, 2021
Resident of Lafayette and Moraga

-‘:"ﬁ. | anet “Jan” Emmerich, loving wife,
t" mother, sister, grandma (“Ma”), great
grandma and friend passed away at the
age of 88 peacefully in her home with
her family by her side. She leaves behind
her sister, Joan (Fred), and her children,
Joan (Kevin), Paula (David), Mary (Rick)
and Mike (Ora). She also leaves behind
12 grandchildren, 15 great grandchildren
and her loving caregivers, Nick, Sofia and
Esther.

Jan was born to Naval Captain
Paul and Pauline Carbiener in Vallejo,
California. After her sister Joan was born the family moved several times before
settling in San Francisco for Jan’s high school years. She was proud to be called a
Navy Junior during her growing up years as her father was a member of the Naval
Dental Corps during World War II.

Jan was accepted to UC Berkeley after graduation from Lowell High School
at the age of 16. She focused on accounting for her studies. She became a member
of Zeta Tau Alpha Sorority where many lifelong friendships were created. It was
during an exchange with the Del Rey Fraternity that she met the love of her life, Vic
Emmerich. At the exchange a bonfire was lit that gave Jan a bad case of poison oak.
Vic came to visit her in the hospital and the rest is history. She always looked back
at their college years with such happiness, even recalling how it was there that Vic
taught her how to drive. They spent a wonderful 62 years together.

Vic and Jan continued to be lifelong UC Berkeley fans (Go Bears!). They were
football and basketball season ticket holders and attended games with their fellow Cal
Bear “cronies.” The annual Big Game party at their home in Lafayette was not to be
missed.

In addition to being avid Cal Bear fans, travel was a big part of their life
together. They passed their love of travel on to their whole family, even taking each
grandchild to a different country when they graduated from eighth grade. After seeing
much of the world their love of Kauai became clear and they spent the summer
months there with friends and family.

Always one to laugh at herself, the family fondly remembers Jan’s life on a diet.
She was always aware of the next best fad diet and she tried them all. Family will also
smile and think about her honorary acceptance into the British Secret Service. This
honor was given to her by an “official member” of the service, her husband Vic, and
was often referred to when teaching the kids little tips and tricks.

Jan was a very active resident of Lafayette and served many positions in the
Suburban Women’s Club. She took her roles seriously within the community and
continued this with being baptized at St. Monica Church in Moraga at the age of 83.
Becoming Catholic was very important to her, something she was unable to do prior
to Vic’s passing as he didn’t “take it seriously enough.”

Jan made it clear that she will miss everyone a lot. She will be greatly missed
and will live on in the hearts of many.

A memorial service will be held in the fall. Donations in her memory may be
made to Hospice of the East Bay whose staff cared for her so lovingly.

Communlty Service: we are pleased to make space available when-

ever possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service organizations to
submit news and information about their activities. Submissions may be sent to sto-
rydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with the subject header In Service to the Community.

Share Your Celebrations and Remembrances

If you would like to share an announcement about a special event or achievement,
such as a wedding, engagement, scholarship or graduation of a local resident, or
about a special person from Lamorinda who has passed, send a photo along with
your text (up to 250 words) to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com, and include “Cele-
brations and Remembrances” in the subject line.

Honoring Larry Swindell, July 16

he family of Larry Swindell has
set a memorial service to honor
his life at 2 p.m., Friday, July 16, at
Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church,
10 Moraga Valley Lane, Moraga.
Larry Nolan Swindell was
born on June 10, 1929, in Quanah,
Texas. A graduate of UCLA and
a U.S. Army veteran, Larry was
a career journalist, film historian
and author who published five
. biographies of film actors (such as
Spencer Tracy and Carole Lombard).
A familiar citizen of Moraga from 1998 until his death last year, Larry died of
congestive heart failure on June 22, 2020. He was 91. Due to the pandemic, this
service was delayed.

Larry was inducted into the Classic Film Hall of Fame in 2013 and the Texas
Literary Hall of Fame in 2014. Also a passionate baseball expert known for his
uncanny memory, Larry was a longtime editor of the Moraga Historical Society’s
quarterly publication and an active member of the Kiwanis Club of Moraga Valley.
For many years he organized and hosted a popular monthly classic film series at
Moraga’s historic Rheem Theatre.

He is survived by his wife of 22 years, Patricia Volder, of Moraga; as well as
his five adult children from his 29-year marriage to Eleanor Eby Swindell (who died
in 1983), 11 grandchildren and two great-granddaughters. Due to his journalism
background and great love for ice cream, Larry was the beloved “Scoop” to his
grandkids.

A courtyard reception will take place at the church following the service.
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Diane Weidel Steuber

July 4, 1940 — June 24, 2021

he flag has been lowered for Diane
Weidel Steuber, who left us just
short of her Fourth of July birthday. After
being in declining health for two years,
Diane died peacefully at home on June 24
surrounded by her loving husband Hal and
her children.

Born to Marjorie and Ed Weidel in
Altoona, Pennsylvania, Diane was the
older sister to her beloved brother Eddy.
The Weidel Family moved to Long Beach,
California in the late 1940s and settled
into California life. Diane was an active
and popular student at Long Beach Poly
High School. Her natural grace and beauty
shone in everything she did from the start.
She enjoyed modeling, served as Miss
Lakewood USA and was not thinking of
marriage. However, she met Hal, the star
football player from the opposing high school, and the rest was history.

Diane and Hal married in December, 1960 while they were still attending
college. Diane moved to Palo Alto where Hal was playing football and rugby at
Stanford University. She finished her degree at San Jose State College and became a
fourth-grade teacher in Cupertino.

Diane and Hal were partners in everything that they did. Almost 50 years ago,
they started Associated Services, an office coffee company that now has five offices
stretching from Sacramento to Carmel. Diane was the sales manager who worked
hard behind the scenes to make her sales skills look effortless. Customers couldn’t say
no to Diane’s knowledge of coffee as well as her charming manner.

Religion centered Diane and the Golden Rule was the basis of all that she
did in life. She served in many different volunteer capacities at Lafayette-Orinda
Presbyterian Church. Her favorite positions included serving as the Elder of
Fellowship, Moderator of The Presbyterian Women of LOPC, the Noteables, and The
Explorers Social Group.

Diane will be greatly missed by all those who were fortunate enough to know
and love her. She is survived by Hal, her two children Tom (Virginia), and April
Carlson (Jon); her six grandchildren Kirk, Katherine Croshaw (Yahtzee), Justin
(Aidan) and Jared Steuber; Jack and Mike Carlson; her lovely great-granddaughter
Elizabeth; and her brothers- and sisters-in-law.

A memorial service will be held on Saturday, July 10 at 11 a.m. at Lafayette-
Orinda Presbyterian Church. A reception will follow.

The family thanks her many doctors at Kaiser Hospital and Hope Hospice
for their care in Diane’s final weeks. We especially thank Diane’s caregiver Moni
Marriott for her kindness and professionalism that was essential for Diane’s care.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations in Diane’s memory may be made to
Monument Crisis Center, www.monumentcrisiscenter.org, or any other charity of your
choice.
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Art Gallery at the Orinda
Library: 80 Inspired Artworks
Escape Local Studios. The
Lamorinda Arts Council is excited
to host a COVID-19 retrospective of
artwork from 40 local artists who
were unable to exhibit work during
the COVID-19 shutdown. This is the
first in-person exhibit at the fully
opened gallery since March 2020.
Meet 40 local artists at an outdoor
reception in their honor on July 10,
3:30 to 5:30 p.m. Light refreshments
will be served. View artwork at the
Gallery, 26 Orinda Way, Orinda,
and in the Council's online gallery
at www.lamorindaarts.org/
online-galleries through July 31.

Art Gallery at Wilder Virtual
Exhibit: "Sophie’s Lush Bouquets."
Sophie Sanders has been interested
in drawing and painting since her
childhood in Taiwan. While she has
had formal art training, she says, "I
truly play on paper - having fun is
my main goal." As you will see, she
is a talented botanical artist; each
artwork is a floral world unto itself.
View her amazing pen and ink
drawings online through July 31.
Visit www.lamorindaarts.org/
online-galleries.

The Moraga Art Gallery presents
a new summertime show,
"Midsummer Synergies," open from
July 14 to Sept. 19, featuring the
vibrant creations of two Lafayette
artists: ceramicist Donna
Arganbright and Danguole Rita
Kuolas, a printmaker and etching
specialist. Kuolas will demystify
printmaking by doing a free public

demonstration on Sunday, Aug. 8
from 1-4 p.m. at the gallery. The
show also includes arresting
papier-maché sculptures by guest
artist Francine Garcia and scores of
works by the gallery's roster of
sculptors, painters, jewelers,
photographers, ceramicists,
woodworkers, printmakers, and
more. The gallery is located in the
Rheem Shopping Center at 432
Center Street, Moraga, and is open
Wednesday to Sunday from noon to
5 p.m. For more information, visit
www.moragaartgallery.com or call
(925) 376-5407.

Saint Mary’s College Museum of
Art (MoA) reopened to the public.
On view through July 11, the
current exhibition "Aesthetic
Forces" features landscapes in the
college's permanent collection. The
exhibition folds 100 years of
cultural and environmental
changes into California land
interpretations created by artists
working in the region. The Museum
is open for limited hours from
Wednesday to Saturday, 10 a.m.to 3
p-m. All visitors will need to
complete the college’s health screen
check before entrance at the
campus gate. More information can
be found at
www.stmarys-ca.edu/museumn.

LITERATURE

Art Embraces Words - Call for
writers, visual artists and audience
members, Sunday, July 25, 2 p.m.
Zoom Webinar. Writers paint
images with words. Artists tell
stories with color. Together they
enrich our community. Participate

as a writer by reading your work,
an artist by showing your work or
an audience member in the Q&A.
This free program is hosted by the
Lamorinda Arts Council and made
possible by a grant from the
Lafayette Community Foundation.
Visit www.lamorindaarts.art/
art-embraces-words for details and
to register. Questions? Email
literary@lamorindaarts.org or call
925.359.9940.

KPFA Radio 94.1 FM presents Dan
Kovalik and Mickey Huff: “Cancel
This Book” on Tuesday, July 13,
from 7 to 8:30 p.m., at Online
webinar, 1929 Martin Luther King
Jr Way, Berkeley. Dan Kovalik
discusses his new book, “Cancel
This Book: The Progressive Case
Against Cancel Culture,” converses
with Mickey Huff and answers
questions. Cost: Suggested Donation
$5-$20. For more info see
www.eventbrite.com/e/
dan-kovalik-and-mickey-huff-
the-progressive-case-against-
cancel-culture-tickets-
154738889183.

MUSIC

Lamorinda Idol Finalists Perform
at 6 p.m. Tuesday, July 20. Enjoy
their lively vocals at Orinda
Community Park adjacent to Orinda
Community Center, 28 Orinda Way,
Orinda. Steve Harwood emcees the
event. Their Lamorinda Finals 2021
Contest is scheduled Aug. 15 at
Orinda Theatre Square. For more
information email
idol@lamorindaarts.org or visit
www.lamorindaarts.org/idol-2.

Join Lonesome Eddie and the

Saddle Sores (country band) for a
festive July 4th celebration and
street party in front of Provisions
Restaurant at the corner of Virginia
and Sacramento in Vallejo's
adorable downtown. That section of
street will be closed off. Parking lot
adjacent to the restaurant. Dance
performances by Moon Aztec Ballet
Folklorico. Tons of food, games,
drinks, and general merriment 11
a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday, July 4th.
Lonesome Eddie and the Saddle
Sores will be playing from 1-4 p.m.
Free event.
www.lonesomeeddieandthe
saddlesores.com

Pacific Chamber Orchestra
presents Beethoven's Fifth and
Sixth Symphonies. July 17, 7:30 p.m.
at Campolindo Performing Arts
Center, 300 Moraga Road, Moraga
and July 18, 3 p.m. at Bankhead
Theatre, 2400 First Street,
Livermore. For details and tickets
Vvisit
www.pacificchamberorchestra.org

THEATER

Town Hall Theatre is excited to
announce its first outdoor in-person
event July 10 at Moraga Commons
in Moraga. THT will host local
artists as they present songs and
spoken word pieces that mean
something personal to them on the
themes of Hope, Renewal, Equity,
Resilience, Home, Inclusion, and
Celebration. The event is directed
by Madison Gerringer and features
musical accompaniment by the
Steve Carter Trio. On July 20
portions of the live event will be
presented for free as part of a

Lamorinda’s Religious Services
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MAIN HALL WORSHIP SUNDAYS AT 11:00 A.M.
Staying home? Join us at OSLC.NET for our

Sunday Livestream at 9:00 am, or
view it anytime on our YouTube Channel.

1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette, CA 94549 | (925) 283-3722 | Spirit@oslc.net
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Moraga Valley Presbytedan Church

mvpe

JOIN US SUNDAYS AT 9:30
INDOORS & ON THE PATIO

OR ONLINE AT MYPCTODAY.ORG

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church

An Open, Affirming & Loving Community
Virtual service at Sun. 9:00 AM

If someone would like to be added to our Zoom invitation

Lafayette

United Methodist Church
Experiencing and Expressing God's Love

please call 925-284-7420 or email cathy.w@stanselms.ws
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, www.stanselms.ws

WILLOWSPR)NG

Practical biblical teaching, contemporary
worship, come as you are.

www.willowspringchurch.com
1689 School St. Moraga | 925-376-3550

10:45 AM Sunday Service

St Stephen’s

Worshiping, Learning, Serving
wwwststephensorinda.crg

Episcopal Church

| View On-demand Worship Services at Il
YouTube.com/LoveLUMC

Visit www.theLUMC.org
for updates on in-person services

o 955 Moraga Rd., Lafayette | 925-284-4765

N
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Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422

www.holyshepherd.org

ONLINE WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Facebook Premiere Community Worship
every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Go to
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/

Sunday Worship Services are accessible at
our website at about 10:15 a.m. each Sunday
(after they have premiered on Facebook).
Visit our website to access the current
and recent sermons.

-a

F ORINDA & MORAGA

\ Sunday Service at 10 a.m.
iy 451 Moraga Way, Orinda

ﬁ 0ST MARK’S CHURCH

www.stmarksorinda.org |
All Are Welcome

(925) 254-5965

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

All are welcome to our on-line services

Sunday Service
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm
See website and join us through Zoom
www.christianscienceorinda.org

10-11 am

Please join us!

AWELCOMING = LOVING

COMMUNITY OF FAITH
=a | EARNS, GROWS, AND S5ERVES

TOGEITHER.

LOPC.ORG
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fundraising telethon for Town Hall
Theatre. Live Event July 10 from 11
a.m. - 12:30 p.m.; online stream July
20 from 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. Tickets at
www.TownHallTheatre.com

Applications are being accepted
for Studio Retreat, a free 10-day
Masterclass in acting and
playwriting in Danville. Dates for
the summer 10-day Acting and
Playwriting Workshop are July 21 -
Aug. 1 (with a break on Monday,
July 26 and Tuesday, July 27.) We
invite high-school students from
throughout the Bay Area to Tao
House, the Eugene O’Neill National
Historic Site, one-time home of the
Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright.
Students will be coached in their
respective disciplines by highly
experienced Bay Area
professionals. We look forward to
welcoming students back in person
to Tao House this summer.
www.eugeneoneill.org/
studio-retreat/

Jackie Keliiaa’s Good Medicine
announces a Night of Live Native
Stand-Up to be held on July 17 at
California Shakespeare Theater
featuring top Native American
stand-up comedians. Doors open at
6:30 p.m. and the show begins at 8
p.m. on July 17. Audiences are
encouraged to arrive early and
enjoy dinner and drinks on the
Bruns Amphitheater grounds
before showtime. Be sure to bring
your blanket as temperatures cool
in the evening. Copies of “We Had a
Little Real Estate Problem: The
Unheralded Story of Native
Americans & Comedy” will be
raffled off throughout the evening.
Tickets start at $25. For more
information and tickets, visit:
calshakes.org/good-medicine.

GARDEN

We welcome you to visit our
meetings and to become a part of
The Walnut Creek Garden Club. We
meet the second Monday of each
month at 9:30 a.m., September
through June at The Gardens at
Heather Farm. If interested in
joining our Club or for more
information, please visit our
website at
www.walnutcreekgardenclub.org
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We’re here for you

Grace Gebhardt
By Jon Kingdon

With the majority of the high
school sports teams playing si-
multaneously this past spring,
many of the Lamorinda
student-athletes were forced or
voluntarily chose to focus on
one sport. For Grace Gebhardt,
it was all or nothing. She was
going to play for the varsity
lacrosse and basketball teams
for the fourth consecutive year
with the blessings of her
coaches.

Both teams found a way to
make it work. Assistant bas-
ketball coach Scott Espinosa-
Brown said it was just a matter
of cooperation between the
coaches: “On days when Grace
had a lacrosse game, she would
practice basketball for a while
and then leave for her game.
We had a great relationship
with Bill Fraser, the head
lacrosse coach, and we all
worked well together, just try-
ing to do the best we could for
the kids.”

“It was non-stop transi-
tioning,” Gebhardt said. “I was
really glad to play for both
teams. I only had a couple of
situations where we had a
game for each sport on the
same day. There were days
that seemed endless where I
would have basketball practice
at 3:30 and later that day I
would head over to the field for
a lacrosse practice or game.”

Playing two sports in high
school is one thing. As a four-
year starter for Acalanes in
lacrosse and basketball, Geb-
hardt had the option to play ei-
ther sport at the next level, but
has opted to only play lacrosse
when she begins her college
career at UC Davis.

Photo Shirley DeFrancisci, DeF-Stop Photography

After playing basketball for
three years under Michelle
Sasaski, who “really pushed us
to be the best basketball play-
ers that we could be,” a new
staff came in for Gebhardt’s se-
nior season.

Margaret Gartner, in her
first year as the head basket-
ball coach at Campolindo, com-
pared Gebhardt favorably with
Jayne Appel, (who she coached
at Carondolet and went on to
play for Stanford and in the
WNBA) in the way that she
could dominate a game.

“Watching Grace, it was
effortless with everything she
did. She just played level-
headed, never getting too ex-
cited or upset. She saw the
floor, read the defense, and
made incredible passes. Just
her presence said we’re going
to win the game. I really be-
lieve that Grace could have
been a Division I player in
basketball.”

Gebhardt averaged 28
points this year, 11 more than
she averaged as a junior. “She
was a center, but she could
easily come outside and hit the
three,” Espinosa-Brown said.
“She was a key part in our
ability to break the press. She
was fearless, being able to
dribble through guards and
find the open person.”

As only one of two seniors
(Gabby Schneider) on the
Acalanes roster with four
freshmen and four sopho-
mores, leadership from the se-
niors was essential. “With so
many young players on the
team, we were just trying to
make it run in our first year
with the team,” said Espinosa-
Brown. “Grace would put her
arm around the younger play-

ers encouraging them. She was
so hard on herself because she
had such high expectations but
never on others. No question,
she could have played in col-
lege in the PAC 12.”

It was a case of mutual ad-
miration for Gebhardt and the
coaches: “This year was an eye-
opening experience and I wel-
comed so many new faces to
the basketball program,” Geb-
hardt said. “Our new coaching
staff brought a drive and a new
upbeat environment. They
were so welcoming which in-
spired the players to do their
best and just enjoy what we
had.”

All that being said, it was
lacrosse that was her favorite
sport. “I really like how it’s
different from every sport with
the stick, the layout of the field
and the rules,” Gebhardt said.
“Just the speed of the game and
working together with 12 peo-
ple on the field and seeing
what you can do was mesmer-
izing to me.”

With Acalanes having a 44-
24 record in Gebhardt’s four
years on the team and scoring
93 goals with 32 assists this
year along with being named
Acalanes MVP Female Senior
Athlete of the year, there is still
one highlight that stands out
above the rest: “In my sopho-
more year, we beat Miramonte
in the DAL championship 10-9,
and I ended up scoring the
winning goal in overtime.”

Gebhardt’s first lacrosse
coach at Acalanes was Court-
ney Neff, followed by Mary
Doyle and then Bill Fraser her
last two years. Mark Rurka has
been an assistant coach for the
Dons for the last five years and
has been witness to Gebhardt’s
growth since in the sixth grade
when she began playing for the
Tenacity club team. “Grace is
the most fluid player I've ever
seen with her ambidextrous
stick skills," Rurka said. "She is
naturally gifted and has put in
the time for years. This off-
season, Grace did a lot of speed
and strength work, and her
first step was noticeably faster,
showing moves that broke an-
Kkles."

Besides her ability on the
field, her work as co-captain
this year with Coco Fellner also
stood out to Rurka: “They really
led the team this year and they
were the best pair of captains
we've had in my time at
Acalanes. The girls really re-
spected them and they handled

any situations that came up
and were very communicative.
Grace is a wonderful kid from
a wonderful family. She’s been
a delight to have on the team
for four years and someone I
could always count on as a
person and as a player.”

UC Davis was very much
represented on the Acalanes
staff, with Neff, Doyle and
Rurka all having played
lacrosse for the Aggies, so de-
spite having played for three
different head coaches, there
were little transition issues for
Gebhardt: “All of the coaches
were similar, but it was our
players that were the ones that
held it together with each staff.
Still, I think it was a positive
experience and I learned a lot

from each one of them.”

It didn’t take more than
one visit to UC Davis for Geb-
hardt to make the commitment
to the Aggies. “I really just felt
at home at Davis,” Gebhardt
said. “When I stepped on the
campus as a junior, I was over-
whelmed with joy and taken in
by the experience and I felt at
home. All the players were ex-
tremely welcoming along with
the coaching staff. I couldn’t
ask for anything more along
with the academics. It was just
a no-brainer for me. I plan on
majoring in graphic design. It’s
a broad major and we’ll see
where it takes me.”

... continued on Page C2

For more details
and to register visit:

lamorinda-lightning-lacrosse.leaguemanagement.uslacrosse.org
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INSTRUCTOR: KEVIN MACY, HEAD FOOTBALL COACH
AT CAMPOLINDD HIGH SCHOOL

GRADES 5 — 8, SEPARATED BY GRADE
DATES: July 12-16 & July 19-23 TIMES: 1:30 — 5:00 P.M.

FULL GEAR YOUTH FOOTBALL CAMP
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FEES: $500 (T-shirt included)

FOR REGISTRATION GO TO: cougarcamps.com

Classified « Classified « Classified  Classified « Classified « Classified « Classified
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Nice for rent in Moraga.
Clean spacious room with
large backyard. Female pre-
ferred, non-smoker.

$1050. Call: 917-749-9273

| House Cleaning

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

$10 per 1/2” classified ad

height. Email to: classified@
lamorindaweekly.com

PUBLIC NOTICE OF PROVISIONAL

APPOINTMENT

LAFAYETTE SCHOOL DISTRICT
GOVERNING BOARD MEMBER
The public is hereby notified

that the Lafayette School District
Governing Board approved the
provisional appointment of David
B. Smith as Board Member on June
23,2021, to fill a vacant position
created by a Board Member’s

resignation on May 13, 2021. Unless

a petition calling for a special
election, containing a sufficient
number of signatures, is filed in the
office of the county superintendent
of schools within 30 days of the
provisional appointment, it shall
become an effective appointment.

=-.  Ken’s Rototilling
ﬁ'— + 4 W/D Tractors
. « Hillside Weed Cutting
« Mowing - Discing « Rototilling
» Brush Removal Abatement
To Fire Dept Regulations
Free estimates! 925-938-9836

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

Tile Setting

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair - Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Quetzal Handyman

NO JOBTOO SMALL
Electrical, plumbing,
j concrete, driveways & more...
Please call Carlos Toledo
510-689-7490

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters
Cliff 510-697-1125

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

WE HOP TOIT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com
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LMYA Volleyball teaching coaching techniques and technology

By Jon Kingdon

The Lafayette Moraga Youth
Association (LMYA) is the
largest athletic organization in
Lafayette and Moraga and was
founded in 1954, serving the
surrounding communities. It’s
stated goal is to build self-
esteem, sportsmanship, well-
rounded players, and commu-
nity by providing year-round
sports opportunities to school
age youth.

Eric Standring, the LMYA
volleyball commissioner for the
past 15 years, has supple-
mented the volleyball program

with teaching and tech pro-
grams to provide opportunities
for those who finish playing the
opportunity to continue an af-
filiation with the LMYA. There
is now an opportunity for them
to work as trainers (assistant
coaches) and in creating com-
puter programs and videos to
facilitate the learning process
for the players.

Standring played volleyball
and went to high school in
London, going on to play vol-
leyball and graduate from UC
Davis. Solidifying his love of
the sport was developing a re-
lationship with USA Volleyball
Olympian Karch Kiraly.

Overseeing up to 500 kids
and 50-60 girl’s volleyball
teams, Standring each year
hires 50-70 trainers, most of
whom are female, to assist the
coaches in teaching proper vol-
leyball techniques. “We do a
recruiting event at one of the
high schools where we run a
camp for the little kids,” Stan-
dring said. “We ask the high
school players to come and run
the clinic so we can see if
they’re suited to become a
trainer.”

They will then undergo an
interview process and testing
on a business model utilizing
three concentric circles. “The

circles represent the 500 play-
ers, 80 coaches and 50 trainers
with a core staff in the middle,”
Standring explained. “The core
staff’s responsibility is to run
the trainer business and to
learn to write code for tech ap-
plications, which is really ex-
citing because they’ve stepped
in and started to close the gen-
der gap with most of the train-
ers being young women. My
intention was to fight sexism
and give them a real opportu-
nity, first as trainers and then
paying them to learn tech and
helping them deliver value to
our community with it.”

The trainers are ques-

tioned about how they will
perceive their roles as trainers.
“We will test them during the
interview about what they
would do in certain situations
by having them run a skit,”
Standring said. “For example,
we ask them how they would
present themselves to the vol-
leyball coach, identifying
themselves and explaining
what their practice plan would
be for that evening or offering
to follow what the volunteer
parent-coach has prepared for
their teams.”

... continued on Page C3

Lamorinda Water Polo Club qualifies

21 teams for USA Water Polo’s

National Junior Olympic Competition

Local team wins big in Omaha

Photo provided

Eli Dudum, Reid Habas, Blake Robison, Tommy Tarhar, Gavin Beers, Branson
Smith, Jimmy Cusamano, Cody Michlitsch, Nico Roig, Leo McDonough

Submitted by Jane E. Smith

played in Iowa and Nebraska. The

Photo provided

LAMO 18U Boys A Team. Front row, from left: Chris Bruen, Adam Ting,
Parker Hett, Donovan Davidson, Griff Hallahan, Will Hollerbach. Back row,
from left: Coach James Lathrop (LAMO Boys Director and 18U Head Coach),
Will Coons, Owen Van Stralen, Jamie Steingraf, Cooper Tunney, Will Stryker,
Gavin Grosz, Spencer Tarkoff, Ryan McAninch, Johnny Shepherd, Hugh
Flanders, Lincoln Haley (LAMO Boys 16U Head Coach).

Submitted by Chris
McCracken

Lamorinda Water Polo Club had all of
its A teams finish in the top 4 in each
age group for both boys and girls in
the Pacific Zone’s Junior Olympic
Qualifying Tournament in June. The
qualifying tournament included 180
teams from Northern California. Over-
all, LAMO had 21 teams qualify for the

for both boys and girls and based on
the strength of its finishes within those
age groups, Lamorinda was the top
performing club in the tournament.
The results were led by the girls
16U A team finishing 1st in its division;
followed by the girls 18U, 14U, and 12U
teams, and 10U boys team finishing
2nd; the 18U, 16U and 14U boys teams,
and 10U girls finishing 3rd; and the
12U boys team finishing 4th. The Ju-
nior Olympics will take place in Or-

Lafayette Oaks beat teams from Min-
nesota, Utah, Illinois, and finally from
Nebraska to take the championship ti-
tle. The team was coached by Steve
Hammond of the Bay Area
Baseballers.

Lafayette Oaks 13U baseball team won
the Omaha SlumpBuster Tournament
in Omaha, Nebraska with over 50 13U
teams from around the country and

Acalanes Celebrates 2021
Senior Recruited Athletes

Junior Olympics. As the only club to

165, AS ange County, CA, from July 17-25.
have a top 4 finish in each age group

Lamorinda Water Polo Club’s 16U
Girls Team goes 9-0 in back-to-back
first place finishes in National and
Regional Competitions

Photos provided

LAMO 16U Girls A Team. Front row, from left: Mira Haldar, Grace Clark, Kaia
Levenfeld, Tali Stryker, Lucy Berkman, Dania Innis, Kim Everist (LAMO Girls
Director and 16U Head Coach). Back row, from left: Clara Grenning, Ana
Pieper, Lauren Lacour, Ally Lurie, Lindsey Lucas, Meghan McAninch.

Submitted by Chris
McCracken

Gold Medal in the Futures Super Fi-
nals, a national tournament held in
Salt Lake City, Utah, June 18-20. The
following weekend, the team finished
first place in the Pacific Zone’s Junior
Olympic Qualification Tournament,
beating SHAQ B, Norcal, 680, and
Diablo.

Lamorinda Water Polo Club’s 16U
Girls A Team finished first place in two
major tournaments over consecutive
weekends. The team took home the

Tae i URESVE

LAMO Center, Dania ey LAMO Center Defender,

Innis, was honored as Lucas, was honored as Ainsley Hogan, was

16U MVP. Top 16U Goalie. honored as Top 14U
Defender.

From left: Sam Roth (Cal Poly SLO Track and Cross Country), Joey Carrillo
(UC Davis Foothall), Scott Ruegg (Colorado College Baskethall), Brady
Huchingson (Oregon State Foothall), Davis Diaz (Vanderbilt University
Baseball), Michael Castelli (Saint Mary’s College Baseball), Grace Gebhardt
(UC Davis Women’s Lacrosse), Eliza Bates (Cal Poly SLO Women’s Tennis),
Claire Rowell (UC Berkeley Women’s Water Polo), Alex Mould (UC Irvine
Women’s Water Polo), Shelby Suppiger (UC Berkeley Women’s Swimming)

Submitted by Julia Overs
Bates

In a year like no other, Acalanes
Athletics Boosters were thrilled to
celebrate 11 graduating seniors who
are continuing their student athlete
journey at the NCAA college level.
The pandemic made this a
particularly daunting recruiting year
as NCAA regulators restricted
competitions, campus visits, and
in-person contact with college
coaches for over a year. These
recruits met with coaches and
future teammates over Zoom, many
simply skipped visits to see the

campus or workouts in person.
Perseverance and determination,
along with demonstrated strong work
ethic, enabled these athletes to get
their names added to the rosters of
highly respected college programs for
next year.

Acalanes Athletics Boosters is
proud to have supported their efforts
over the years and wish them all the
best in their college endeavors. Many
of these athletes have enjoyed
friendships together since grade
school. We will always welcome them
as Dons and couldn't be prouder of
this accomplishment.

Congratulations and good luck.

A tale of two sports with Grace

Gebhardt

... continued from Page C1

With a father (Jim) who played golf
in college and a mother (Beth) who
loved all the sports, it’s no surprise that
Gebhardt is not the only athlete in the
family. Her older sister Emily swims for
San Diego State, her younger brother
Jack will be a freshman at Acalanes and
plays soccer and Grant will be starting
seventh grade and is a good golfer.

Needless to say, there was a lot of
competition among the siblings. “Emily
and I were glad that we didn’t end up in
the same sport because it would have
been way too competitive. Still, we
would find ways to compete whether it
was just around the house or running
together and even our brothers will get
in on it.”

As difficult as her senior year was,
Gebhardt came away with an apprecia-
tion of how the Acalanes administration
attacked the problem: “It was a struggle
to get used to it when it all went down in
the spring of 2020. Acalanes really
nailed it when we returned in the fall.
They had the schedule down and all the
teachers and students did the best that
they could, and we figured it out, but it
was definitely an adjustment. The envi-
ronment and the community of
Acalanes was something special and all
the faculty and staff were so inclusive,
and they would spread that throughout
the campus and every student, and I re-
ally loved that. Playing all of the sports,
Ilearned how to develop my skills and
how to communicate and work with a
team, so it’s been a really enjoyable ex-
perience graduating from there.”
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LMYA Volleyball teachmg coaching techniques and technology

Eric Standring and Megan Go

... continued from Page C2

The primary responsibility
for the trainers is to help the
coaches with their practices.
The ability of the coaches runs
the gamut, and most welcome
the assistance provided by the
trainers, though there are some
that have played in college that
pass on utilizing a trainer. Un-
derstandably, there are more
trainers utilized on the third- to
fifth-grade teams, as they are
learning the basic skills of the
game.

At the coaching clinic which
Standring runs for the trainers,
he uses a methodology for
coaching the players — IDEA
which stands for Introduce,
Demonstrate (technique), Ex-
plain and Attend (to individual
differences). The trainers have

Photo provided

begun as early as eighth grade
and there are also some stu-
dents from Saint Mary’s College.
The core staff is comprised
of 10 members (marketing, tech,
and crew lead roles). Most have
had several years of experience
playing LMYA Volleyball and
will typically have good grades
and play for their high school
teams. It is from the trainers
that have excelled that the crew
leads are eventually selected
from. Each year, the two crew
leads are each responsible for
25 of the trainers in overseeing
their training and overseeing
their training, punctuality, and
performance during the season.
Standring is a great sup-
porter of STEM (Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering and Math)
and is hoping to get more fe-
males involved in these fields.
“I realized that we could offer

early opportunities for boys and
particularly the girls because
the volleyball program is pri-
marily made of girls,” Standring
said. “It’s a great way to get
them an early opportunity to
develop in the tech area.”

The first person to get in-
volved with the tech program
for Standring was Joshua
Harlev, who was an eighth-
grader in Standring's wife Deb-
bie’s robotics class at Joaquin
Moraga Intermediate School.
Harvlev, who is now attending
Chapman College, became the
lead programmer and tech
teacher, initially training Hana
Benko and Megan Go.

The tech people created a
program to oversee and grade
the performances of the train-
ers. Arriving at practices on
time and being prepared is the
one metric that is most cared
about. “We have a program
called The Slacker Tracker,”
Standring said. “It’s shows us
which trainer hasn’t given us
enough notice to get a sub. We
measure that and graph it in
Google. Since our crew leads
are overseeing this, they are
best suited to know who to pro-
mote when they move on from
being a crew lead.”

They have also written the
payroll software and other pro-
grams for an iPhone app, which
will be re-launched next year.
“These are the two things that
I'm most proud about,” Stan-
dring said. “Developing the
trainer’s program, getting these
young people in early on pro-

fessional development opportu-
nities and in seeing how the
kids in tech have done creating
programs and in putting to-
gether the video content on the
iPhone app so that kids were
able to view the drills at home
during the pandemic. I'm just
amazed at what they were able
to accomplish.”

The LMYA has taken the
technical and training aspect of
the program into the video
realm. During the pandemic,
Standring’s tech crew created
training videos that are accessi-
ble on the LMYA app.

Though overseeing his tech
students, Standring felt it im-
portant to let them create the
programs and videos them-
selves. “I wanted to give them a
ton of room to do this on their
own and to learn from their
mistakes,” Standring said. “I
just let them go and get some-
thing out that we could get
feedback on and do that learn-
ing cycle repeatedly. If the
videos are not very good, we’ll
work on it. Ilearned the scien-
tific method from my parents
who were both science teachers:
‘Test and learn. Test and learn.
Test and learn. Fail fast and
learn faster.” That’s our
mantra.”

The videos are available for
volleyball and basketball with
the potential to have training
videos for all the LMYA sports in
future. It’s not just creating and
uploading the 30 videos they’'ve
made so far. The techs provide
written directions for the

videos. “It’s also the key words
that go with the videos,” Stan-
dring said. “If we’re doing a
serving video, the key words at-
tached to it should be Toss, Step
and Hit. The first week, we
worked on serving, the second
week passing, and the third
week setting. That curriculum
is considered content for the 10-
week season.”

Megan Go, who will be at-
tending UCLA this fall to study
computer science, set a stan-
dard of excellence that Stan-
dring is hoping his trainers will
follow. “I'm establishing ‘The
Megan Go Award.” She has been
my top crew lead out of the 30
we’ve had since we started the
program. She has hired people
without me and has done a
great job. Inever had anyone
else that could do that.”

At this point, there is space
only available for the two cur-
rent students, (Miles Garcia and
Megan Mitchell) though Stan-
dring’s team will be running a
camp for kids in the fall that
want to explore the tech field.

It’s the respect that Stan-
dring receives from so many
that have gone through the pro-
gram which gives him his
greatest satisfaction: “I think the
success stories are the number
of requests that I have received
for recommendations for col-
lege and for applying for jobs
which I am always happy to do.
A couple of our trainers have
gone into computer science and
have come back and helped us
with our programs.”

Love Latayette

Lafayette Glass Co. Inc.

MARK BELLINGHAM
PAINTING

HIRE A LOCAL NAME YOU
CAN TRUST

925-247-0092

MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Interior & Exterior Painting Deck & Fence Restoration
Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinet Painting Dry Rot Repair
Light Carpentry Drywall Repair

For a Quick Preliminary Estimate
Email Photos of Project to:
Office@MarkBellinghamPainting.com

See our Reviews on NextDoor, Houzz & YELP

Local Business Owner - Since 1985 - Licensed & Insured

Shower & Window Glass Specialist
« Frameless Shower Glass @

« Shower Enclosures
+ Custom Mirrors > SHoP~
« New Windows/Patio Doors “LOCAL™

» Replacement & Installation

P

3375 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette
next to Premier Kitchens, USE DYER STREET TO ENTER

925-284-9510

www.lafayetteglasscompany.com | CSLB # 489426, CSLB # 795837

CAnthony'a
Custome S cture Framera

After 28 years of service, we are
proud to reintroduce ourselves
as Anthony's Custom Picture
Framers. Family owned and
operated since 1991. Anthony
and Tony look forward to seeing
you soon and assisting you with
all your framing needs.

Mon: 10am-5pm

Tues-Sat: 10am-6pm
anthonysCPF.com

1020 Brown Ave, Suite A
Lafayette, CA 94549
92592837620

$30 off your next order with this ad!

Lafayette Auto Body Inc.

www.lafayetteautobody.com

3291 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette (925) 283-3421

Piano Studio
Keys to success
Piano Lessons in Lafayette with

professional instructor MTAC member:
Competition, CM exam Preparation.

Rita Yegiazaryan
925-323-8969

ryegiazaryan@yahoo.com

1060 Sierra Vista Way, Lafayette

—_ —

”a""ls Bay Area Hom
Beautiful Sin¢®

B lodgett’s '
FLOOR COVERING

“Quality and Service Since 1946”  Abbey Carpet.

|946

arr); Blodgett

Owner

www.blodgetts.com

Lic. # 177588

3291 Mt. Diablo Ct., Lafayette 925.284.4807

Watch for Shop Orinda
July 21
Call for Advertising
925.377.0977

The UPS Store s

Hours: Our location:
Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00 3527 Mt Diablo Bivd
Sat 9-5, Sun closed Lafayette, CA 94549
v/ Shipping v Notary Services

v Postal Services

v Business Services
store0202@theupsstore.com

www.theUpsStoreLocal.com/0202

v" Copying, Finishing
v/ Printing Services

‘LA FAYETTE
4 PHYSICAL THERAPY 2

Orthopedics e Sports Rehab e Geriatrics
Mention the Lamorinda Weekly for a

Comf]/imenfm:y Consultation

3468 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Ste B110, Lafayette, CA
925-284-6150 www.LafayettePT.com
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

Bee careful
By Cynthia Brian

“The keeping of bees is like the direction of sunbeams.” ~ Henry David
Thoreau

Barefoot and wearing our bathing suits, my daughter was teaching me
Bar Method exercises out on our lawn on a beautiful summer afternoon.
Partway through the practice I was stung on my foot by a honeybee dining
on the clover. Clover is a wonderful addition to lawns as it adds natural
nitrogen to the soil, however, when playing on the grass we must
remember to be cautious as both red and white clover provide favorite
nectar to our honey friends.

We all want to attract pollinators to our gardens. The more flowers you
grow equals the more food for the habitat of the pollinators. Bees,
butterflies, beetles, hummingbirds, bats, and birds are responsible for 35%
of our food crop and 75% of the world’s flowering plants. Every three bites
of food eaten can be directly thanks to the pollination from these garden
friends. By helping plants reproduce, pollinators sustain our ecosystem
and produce our natural resources. Sadly, the pollinator population is in
jeopardy on a global level.

In 2006, the honeybee population substantially declined in a
phenomenon that became known as Colony Collapse Disorder or CCD.
When the worker bees disappeared, they would leave behind a queen and
a few nurse bees to care for the queen and the remaining immature bees.
There were rarely dead bees around the hives. Hives cannot sustain
themselves without worker bees which resulted in the loss of the colony.
There were many theories advanced on why the problem arose including
new diseases, parasites, mites, pesticide poisoning, habitat changes, poor
nutrition, and stress. Although an actual cause has never been determined,
most scientists believe that CCD is related to this combination of causes.

Honey bees reflect the health of the environment. Our agriculture
depends on the pollination of honey bees. If bees continue to die,
consumers can expect increased food prices and more scarcity. As
gardeners, we can do our part to provide habitat and food for all
pollinators and beneficial insects, including bees.

Here are some ways individual gardeners can make a difference while
creating harmony in the landscape:

- Support the pollinator population all season by including plants that
bloom spring until the beginning of winter. Bumblebees need early-season
Bottlebrush attracts bumblebees. Photo Cynthia Brian nectar and pollen while bees need late-season blooms for winter
hibernation. .... continued on Page D12




9 Oak Arbor, Orinda | $5,500,000

We're busy at work preparing this gorgeous North Orinda
estate for sale... here’s a sneak peek of the well-appointed
dining room with two glass enclosed wine cellars flanking the
bay window that overlooks one of two water features. The
vaulted beamed ceiling adorned with a Julie Neill two tier
chandelier is bound to catch the eye of passersby.

This is only a glimpse of what this gorgeous 4 bedroom, 4 full
and 2 half bathroom, office, game room, property has to offer.
There is separate guest house on the one acre site.

We can’t wait to share with you the finished product.
It will be a showstopper!

L

Glenn & Kellie Beaubelle

925.254.1212
For more information:
TheBeaubelleGroup.com
Email:

Glenn@TheBeaubelleGroup.com
CABRE# 00678426, 01165322
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

City Last reported Lowest amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE 8 $1,070,000 $4,318,000
MORAGA 5 $760,000 $1,725,000
ORINDA 13 $1,375,000 $4,800,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us

by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

510 Bavarian Court, $2,051,000, 3 Bdrms, 2424 SqFt, 1974 YrBIt, 05-18-21

10 Burnt Oak Circle, $2,301,000, 4 Bdrms, 2301 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 05-17-21,
Previous Sale: $1,400,000, 04-10-15

1225 Cambridge Drive, $4,318,000, 4 Bdrms, 3136 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 05-17-21,
Previous Sale: $2,650,000, 05-14-15

5 West Creek Court, $1,070,000, 3 Bdrms, 1448 SqFt, 1975 YrBlt, 05-17-21,
Previous Sale: $770,000, 08-23-16

921 Dewing Avenue, $1,075,000, 2 Bdrms, 1311 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 05-21-21,
Previous Sale: $579,000, 11-13-13

1122 El Curtola Boulevard, $1,600,000, 4 Bdrms, 1619 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 05-21-21,

Previous Sale: $765,000, 08-14-12

22 Northridge Lane, $2,450,000, 4 Bdrms, 4549 SqFt, 1999 YrBlt, 05-17-21,
Previous Sale: $2,200,000, 06-03-05

3554 Oconner Drive, $2,500,000, 4 Bdrms, 2417 SqFt, 1952 YrBIt, 05-17-21,
Previous Sale: $1,187,500, 05-29-13

MORAGA

1962 Ascot Drive, $760,000, 3 Bdrms, 1410 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 05-21-21,
Previous Sale: $158,000, 05-01-89

155 Fairfield Place, $1,725,000, 5 Bdrms, 2795 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 05-21-21

1009 Larch Avenue, $1,339,000, 3 Bdrms, 1418 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 05-18-21,
Previous Sale: $1,035,000, 04-12-17

241 Rheem Boulevard, $1,610,000, 3 Bdrms, 1373 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 05-17-21,
Previous Sale: $800,000, 06-22-11

121 Westchester Street, $1,370,000, 3 Bdrms, 2036 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 05-17-21,
Previous Sale: $1,050,000, 09-15-17

ORINDA

111 Bear Ridge Trail, $2,250,000, 5 Bdrms, 3952 SqFt, 1986 YrBlt, 05-20-21,
Previous Sale: $1,676,500, 07-12-16

21 Calvin Court, $1,375,000, 3 Bdrms, 2149 SqFt, 1979 YrBIt, 05-19-21,
Previous Sale: $998,000, 01-26-20

154 Camino Sobrante, $2,300,000, 4 Bdrms, 3311 SqFt, 1938 YrBlt, 05-21-21,
Previous Sale: $785,000, 05-14-09

484 Dalewood Drive, $3,405,000, 5 Bdrms, 4124 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 05-19-21,
Previous Sale: $2,205,000, 05-23-14

136 Fiesta Circle, $1,701,000, 3 Bdrms, 1738 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 05-18-21,
Previous Sale: $297,000, 01-01-88

58 Ivy Drive, $1,458,000, 3 Bdrms, 1245 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 05-21-21,
Previous Sale: $1,040,000, 09-06-18

171 Las Vegas Road #1, $1,800,000, 3 Bdrms, 2115 SqFt, 1939 YrBlt, 05-21-21

126 Meadow Lane, $2,050,000, 3 Bdrms, 3003 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 05-21-21

550 Orindawoods Drive, $2,950,000, 5 Bdrms, 5424 SqFt, 1997 YrBlt, 05-17-21,
Previous Sale: $1,875,000, 04-21-14

2 Rita Way, $1,950,000, 3 Bdrms, 2328 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 05-17-21

8 Robert Road, $2,450,000, 4 Bdrms, 2331 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 05-19-21,
Previous Sale: $1,000,000, 03-27-01

618 Tahos Road, $2,300,000, 4 Bdrms, 3567 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 05-19-21,
Previous Sale: $1,804,000, 07-02-14

111 Tappan Lane, $4,800,000, 5 Bdrms, 6353 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 05-17-21,
Previous Sale: $3,800,000, 03-22-18



PUT THE STELLA AND STEPHANIE ADVANTAGE TO WORK FOR YOU.

LISTED!

80lverson.com | 80 Iverson Dr, Lafayette
4 Bed | 3.5 Bath | 2332 SF | .45 AC

Offered at $1,995,000
“"_.!'-:-";_; PENDING WITH
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S8 MULTPLE OFFERS!
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3256Sweet.com | 3256 Sweet Dr, Lafayette

3 Bed |2 Bath 11420 SF | .22 AC
Offered at $1,380,000

CALL STELLA AND STEPHANIE TODAY!
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1220Woodborough.com | 1220 Woodborough Rd, Lafayette
4 Bed | 3.5 Bath | 4630 SF | 1.06 AC
Offered at $2,875,000

PENDING WITH
MULTPLE OFFERS!

-

3421EchoSprings.com | 3421 Echo Springs Rd, Lafayette
4 Bed | 3.5 Bath | 3518 SF | 1.42 AC
Offered at $2,495,000

925.878.6603

STELLA TSAKONAS - DRE #01363574

STELLA@STELLAANDSTEPHANIE.COM

L8 8 8 & 4

TOP 1% OF REALTORS IN CONTRA COSTA COUNTY 925.878.1896

COMPASS

STEPHANIE MULL : DRE #01955633

STEPHANIE@STELLAANDSTEPHANIE.COM

STELLAANDSTEPHANIE.COM
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Reimagine your garage and give your family the space they need

Epoxy type flooring is a paint-like durable coating that looks
amazing!

By Jennifer Raftis, CPO®

This past year is one we will likely never forget. Many of my clients
found themselves scrambling for more space in their homes. They
were having to share not only the Wifi, but the actual rooms they
needed to work in. Once we realized that the pandemic was not going
away in a couple of weeks, we knew that we had to figure out how to
live, work, and go to school together — at home! This presented a huge
challenge for families. I started getting calls last summer from clients
that needed help creating more space.

My solution for many of these families was to design a multi-use
garage space. The average size 2 car garage is 24 X 24 (576 sq ft.).
Compare this to an average size bedroom of 12 X 10 (120 sq ft.). By
making some simple changes, we were able to create space for several
needs--home office, school-work area, exercise space, teen hang out,
and storage too!--for a fraction of the cost and time of adding on a new
room. Converting garages to create extra living space is a trend that is
here to stay.

What are you currently using your garage for? Let's face it, many of
us do not use our garages well. They can easily become a cluttered
catch-all for items, much of which we are not using, can’t access, or
have even forgotten about. Do you know what “stuff” you have buried
away in your garage? Most garages are filled to the brim with a variety
of items we seldom look at or use including household products,
memorabilia, old papers, used toys, furniture, items we are saving for
our kids, unfinished craft projects, broken items we plan to repair
someday, outdated electronics, cords (to what?) and of course “mystery
boxes”.

Your garage can be so much more than an overstuffed storage
space! It’s time to reimagine your garage. If you are like most of my

clients, you probably do not know where to start. I recommend that you
start with your ideal vision for the space.

Create a simple sketch of the garage and rough out each zone — be
sure to allot enough space for its use. For example, maybe you want
one fourth for exercise equipment, one fourth for home office and the
rest for a car and storage.

Here are some ideas for how you can use your space:

Work from Home Office: Post-COVID, more people are working
from home than ever before. Create an area for your home office (or
kid’s study space)

Exercise Area: Create a space for workouts, yoga, meditation and
more. Cover the floor area in rubber tiles which are easy to install and
easy on your joints.

Craft Space or Workshop: Keep all of your tools (or craft supplies)
within easy reach and have space to work in.

Kid’s Hangout: Kid’s of all ages (yes, adults too) can use more space
to hangout and relax in. I have had many TVs installed in garages this
last year.

Storage: We all need extra storage space. Slatwall systems, overhead
storage racks, freestanding and wall shelving, and garage attics are
some of my space-saving solutions. Vertical and ceiling storage is often
overlooked and underused.

Cars: Yes, some people actually park their car in the garage. You can
mix and match by having a car parked on one side and your home gym
on the other side. ... continued on Page D10

Laundry Area Storage
Warer storage above freestanding shehing
Heater
Epoxy Floor Coating: Color/Slate i
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rubber tile flooring

Garage Door

Reimagine your garage - create a simple layout of your wants and
needs.

Photos and image provided
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3 Butler Drive, Lafayette $2,495,000

83 Tiger Tail Court, Orinda $3,500,000

melanie@melaniesnow.com
melaniesnow.com

Melanie | | 925.360.0344 cell
S Nnow CAL BRE #00878893




- 319 Calle La Mesa

. Represented the seller

| Michelle Holcenberg

Represented the seller

g Represented the buyer

g 6 Patrick Lane
Orinda

i View lotin Glorietta

i Sold for $949,000
Represented the buyer

www.holcenberg.com

|

SORAYA GOLESORKHI
REALTOR’

Moraga ARE WE IN A REAL ESTATE BUBBLE?
4 4bed/3 bath in Campolindo THEANSWERIS... NO
Sold for $1,975,000 Per NAR Chief Economist, Dr. Lawrence Yun, we are not

in a real estate bubble because:

1) The home price increases are due to a shortage of
inventory. It is a basic supply and demand issue.

264 Dr r Driv
6 aege € 2) There are no “shady or risky mortgages” as in the past.
Moraga

. 3) Buyers are putting more down-payment than ever before.
5 bed/3 bath in Rheem Valley Manor ) Buy puting pay
Sold for $1,950,000 4) Interest rates are currently low and fixed vs. the adjustable

and zero rates of the past.

76 Ashbrook Place WILL PRICES GO DOWN SOON?
Moraga THE ANSWER IS... MOST LIKELY, NO
5 bed/3 bath + ADU in Corliss There has been a 20% price appreciation since the beginning
Sold for $2,410,000 of the year. In the near future appreciation may decline, but it

will not be a persistent decline because people that were not
able to get into the market will be ready to jump back in.
Keep in mind that real estate is the best hedge against
inflation since payments are fixed year after year. Conversely,
rent prices increase year after year.

Call me with any real estate questions or
if you'd like a market analysis to see how
much equity you currently have!

DRE #01771736

| CBTop 20 East/North Bay Region 925.808.8390 ﬁ
Frs 7 N, = sg@soraya4homes.com

i miehe olcenberg.com sorayadhomes.com Baren
-H-Jn- . Rkl TW

COLDWELL BANKER

5 Moraga Way, Orinda s

E=
©2021 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. *Ew ell Banker® System is
comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage G LC and franchised offices whick indep: itly owned and operated. The
Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. CalRE #01908304% o=




YOUR CB ORINDA
REALTORS:
LAURA ABRAMS
BEVERLY ARNOLD
EMILY BAHN
MARAM BATA
VLATKA BATHGATE
ALBERT BERNARDO
NANCY BOOTH
ROBERT BROWN
ROBERTA CALDERON
TONY CONTE

KELLY CRAWFORD
COLIN ELBASANI
JOANNE FISHMAN
LANA FITZPATRICK
SUZANNE GEOFFRION
JEFFREY GILLETT
SORAYA GOLESORKHI
HANK HAGMAN
ANDREA HARRIS
MARGARET HARTWELL
PETER HATTERSLEY
YAN HEIM

MICHELLE HOLCENBERG
WENDY HOLCENBERG
DICK HOLT

COOKIE JAVINSKY
SHELLIE KIRBY

SHERYL KORTRIGHT
MEREDITH LINAMEN
MARY BETH MACLENNAN
LARA MARKEL
CHRISTINA MCCORMICK
MARSHA MCCRAE
MICHELE MCKAY

CHAD MORRISON
PEYMAN MOSHREF
AUDREY NEALE

BRUCE NEWMAN

DIANE PETEK
MARGARET PRICE
SUSAN SCHLICHER
CATHY SCHULTHEIS
AUBREY SHAW

JOEL SHEIMAN
MELANIE SNOW

TOM STACK

TED STREETER

BO SULLIVAN

NORLA TORRES-TURNEY
LINDA VAN DRENT
GREG WATKINS

JERRY WENDT

FRANK WOODWARD
JUNE YOUNG

ANA ZIMMANK

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

K
(53 COLDWELL BANKER REALTY

Orinda Orinda

Orinda

2 Bien Venida, $1,895,000 185 Holly Lane  $1,495,000
3+ BR/2BA Timeless Country Club Contemporary 2 BD/ 2BA - 2,046 sq ft. Lovely wood accents & beamed
Tony Conte 925-708-1396 Vvaulted ceilings. Meticulous artistic garden.

925-640-6008 Mary Beth MacLennan 925-324-6246 Laura Abrams 510-697-3225
Lic#00469962 2BienVenida.com Lic#01480008 / 00959101 185Hollylane.com Lic#01272382

192 Crestview Drive  $2,175,000
3 BD /3 BA. Newly renovated, adobe elements, spec-
tacular views, 1.53 lot and olive groves!
Ana Zimmank

Orinda Orinda ~ Lafayette

= = &I‘,

6 Patrick Lane  $949,000
Gorgeous 1.2-acre lot in sought-after Glorietta. Backs to
the Rim trail with gorgeous views.

Michelle Holcenberg
www.holcenberg.com

Vacant Lot 221 El Toyonal - Call Agent for Price $1,849,000
Shovel ready Permits in hand! 4 BD /3 BA. Backs to Rim trail, great views. Privacy &
Build on 1/3-acre parcel, Briones view amphitheater backyard!
Laura Abrams 510-697-3225 Bev Arnold
Lic#01272382 https://bit.ly/3jE3mZZ

925-788-8516
Lic#01154860

925-324-0405
Lic #01373412

Lafayette

o™

157 Hidden Valley Rd  $1 ,63,000 319 Calle La Mesa
4 BD / 3 BA, Beautiful contemporary with soaring
high ceilings built in 1998.
Tom Stack

Tomstack.com

$1,975,000
Two-story in Campolindo with incredible 0.4-acre
flat yard.
925-878-9964 Michelle Holcenberg
Lic#01501769 www.holcenberg.com

971 Hawthorne Drive  $1,185,000
3 BDs/ 2 BA in coveted Lafayette Oaks neighborhood.
Close to Trails and downtown.
Tom Stack
Tomstack.com

925-878-9964
Lic#01501769

925-324-0405
Lic #01373412

2914 Adeline Street  $1,195,000
3 BD + loft area/ 2.5 BA. Updated Townhome in Moraga 4 Unit - Residential Income Property
Country Club with all club amenities, private courtyard. Close to BART and Berkeley Bowl.
June Young 925-775-8819 John Caronna

Lic #01923454 Multi-Family Unit Specialist

R
$1,155,000

3736 Bon Homme Way  $995,000
3BD/2BA, 0.48 Acre. Hugh lot, on cul-de-sac in desirable
St. Francis Park neighborhood.
415-531-5225 Cathy Schultheis
Lic #01898437 https://bit.ly/2Tf6EZ7

510-915-2277
Lic #01005765

Coldwell Banker Orinda
5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925-253-4600

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. Real
estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Realty are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2020 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned
offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. B&



9 Nephi Court, Lafayette
4 Beds | 3 Baths | 2192 SqFt | .58 Acres | Offered at $ 1,395,000
www.9Nephi.com

i !

L ON SELECT UNITS

9X10 OR SMALLER (UPSTAIRS) ¥
GOOD FOR IMONTHS OFFER ENDS 7/31/21 ST : _ ]
LIMITED AVAILABILITY  Beds +102ff(i)cZ| gjg)‘gﬁz ||-I3a5£‘;)6psZFY|a1l,Lﬁ¥;cﬁg'| (Ig'f?:,aedyaetgtfe%,ooo

www.1207UpperHappyValley.com

(925) 765-8700 (925) 683-2600
Jeff@JeffSnell.com Lynda@LyndaSnell.com
DRE#01333422 DRE#00700106

(p» @find) @)

MHours of operaion

Ifon=5ad Sam -Epm

Clifice and Yard A5 5 hloraggs Mo, See F

O call for an appoinfment (925) 643-2026
e, L DT

ssssssssss

& Occasionally the time comes
i when you have the perfect listing

-
§

1099 Oak Hill Road, Lafayette |
Accepted at $2,710,000 |
Represented Sellers & Buyers |

1925.878.9964
TomStack.com

cah be made before going to
market. What | like to call a
WIN-WIN

BAMKER
Tom.Stack@cbnorcal.com | reaLty

DEE #01 501769




Hacienda Real Estate & Mike Miller present Why Commute?

1550 VIADER DR, MORAGA Work Locally!
2 o Don't Pay Rent! Own |t!

i Hard to find small office building approx. 2600 s.f.

..‘

s 4 existing tenants, flexible zoning for wide range of uses

S 5

o~ ¥ ' | Walk to Moraga Center shopping, restaurants and shops

-
Well maintained building with 13 parking spaces

o -1 Buy it with a partner or two....

—

g( Call Mike for a private showing
' (925) 963-7766

Cal DRE#: 00689374
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.
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FOR SALE $849,000.

What a g/ea r!
Interested in buying or
253 lvy Place, Orinda selling? Let’s talk.

14 Donna Maria Way, Orinda
I =

4290 El Nido Ranch Rd., Orinda
117 Via Joaquin, Moraga

466 Woodminster Dr, Moraga
14 Candlelight Ln, Lafayette
1045 Los Arabis Ln, Lafayette
5325 Stonehurst Dr, Martinez
10 Bud Ct, Pleasant Hill

1767 Ruth Dr, Pleasant Hill

55 Spar Ct, Pleasant Hill

1302 Walden Rd. #228, Walnut Creek 925-330-9474 | john@johnbnash.com

1160 Lindell Dr, Walnut C k www.johnbnash.com | DRE # 01995244
TRANSACTIONS e

2827 Fernside Blvd, Alameda
John Nash
realtor

630 Thomas L Berkley #401, Oakland
home is where you make it

villageassociates.com | @villageassociates \/|||age 925.254.0505 | It's Village. Of Course.
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Reimagine your garage and give your
family the space they need

Kid’s of all ages (yes, adults too) can use more space to hang out and relax in.

925-377-0977 Wednesday, July 7, 2021

... continued from Page D4

Don’t forget about flooring and lighting. Say
goodbye to the drab gray slab. Covering the
surface with a durable yet good looking flooring
can transform your garage into a more usable
space. Epoxy coating, rubber tile, and even
carpet and tiles made for garages are an option.
Change up your lighting. Think outside the box
and kick those old-school fluorescent lights to
the curb and replace them with energy-efficient
LED lighting.

Now that you have the vision, the real work
begins. Here is where the rubber hits the road,
you have to remove everything from the garage
to sort and purge so you can start with a clean
slate. If you are feeling daunted by the task,
consider hiring a professional organizer to help
design and streamline the project. You’ll save
time, money and stress. It’s worth the
investment for livability!

Jennifer Raftis, CPO® founded Efficiency Matters, LLC to
help you with all of your organizing needs for your home
and business. She is a Certified Professional Organizer and
an active board member with NAPO, National Association
of Productivity and Organizing Professionals.

She is also an independent representative for The Con-
tainer Store and has expertise in designing closets,
garages, pantries, playrooms and more. In addition, she is
a Corporate Organizing and Productivity Consultant and
has worked with Fortune 500 companies across the U.S.
Another large part of her business is move management
especially working with seniors who are downsizing. She
and her husband have lived in Moraga for 30 years, rais-
ing 3 kids and working countless volunteer hours with
many local non-profit organizations and schools.
Jennifer@efficiencymattersllc.com

925-698-3756 www.efficiencymattersllc.com



DISCOVER ORINDAWOODS

Chris & Tracy have your new home!

Chris Swim & Tracy Keaton
Lic. 00943989 | 01051349

429 Ridge Gate Road, Orinda ! z 925.7166.1447
3 BD | 2.5 BA | 2684+ SF | 429ridgegate.com | Offered at $1,995,000 chris@chrisswim.com

The exceptional layout features an open floor plan, walls of glass, 3 e EE

outstanding outdoor patios and gardens, and breathtaking outlooks to
C @ M PA SS

the hills and scenic open space. Ask us about Orindawoods!

Contact Chris & Tracy today for more 1nformat10n

Rossmoor Greens, Rare Galloway Model On, and Overlooking Golf Course

. Upgrades galore in this highly desirable 2 BR 2 BA + formal
5581 Terra Granada Drive #3b' Rossmoor, Walnut Creek dining room with large terrace. This end model has the privacy and easy

_"'ﬂ-\_""'-_._____‘__‘_h"‘:..__ - flowing floor plan for entertaining family and friends.

High ceilings and walls of windows capture the natural light that
streams beautifully throughout. Premium upgrades. Gas fireplace, hand-
somely updated bathrooms and eat-in kitchen with 5 burner gas stove
and pantry. Large master bedroom/bath with spacious walk-in closet.
Garage right at the unit with storage loft.

Don't miss the chance to make this coveted model your new

@@ home. Move-in ready. A MUST SEE! Offered at $885,000

By appointment: Paul and Sheila 925-935-5258 sheila@bethelinstitute.com

MLS # 40956887
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

Bee careful

... continued from Page D1

- Add easy-to-grow natives and
native hybrids to your garden.

- Replace barren areas with
wildflowers and perennials.

- Include clover in your lawn.

- Avoid using any pesticides or
herbicides.

- Provide a source of water by
including a fountain or even a
shallow birdbath with a landing pad

Anise Delphinium
Aster Echinacea
Bachelor Button Fennel

Bee Balm Four O’Clock
Black-Eyed Susan Foxglove
Blazing Star Gladiola
Bottlebrush Hollyhock
Calendula Iris
Chamomile Lupine
Clover Lavender
Cleome Magnolia
Cosmos Marigold
Daisy Milkweed

Another great addition to any
pollinator garden is the bearded
iris. Irises spread as they mature,
with old rhizomes producing new
ones to form rhizome clumps.
These clumps need to be divided
every 3-5 years to avoid
overcrowding and reduce the
likelihood of soft rot. You may want
to designate an area specifically for
an iris plot. Divide and replant the
rhizomes to grow your garden. To
divide irises do the following:

1. About four weeks after the
flowers fade, cut down the foliage
by about two-thirds.

2. Carefully dig up the clumps and
gently separate individual
rhizomes by hand or with garden
shears.

3. Discard damaged or discolored
rhizomes. Also, toss out any with

of stones or pebbles.

- Pollinators need a sheltered
habitat of rocks, trees, shrubs, and
ornamental grasses.

In general, bees tend to enjoy
plants that have flat flower clusters,
short tubular shapes, and single
flowers which allow them to access
the nectar and pollen easily. Attract
and Feed Pollinators, especially
bees and Bumblebees by planting a
selection of these specimens:

Morning glory
Nasturtium
Nigella
Oregano

Poppy
Rosemary

Salvia
Sedum
Sunflower
Sweet Pea
Yarrow
Zinnia

soft spots.

4. Freshen soil with compost and
replant the newly separated
rhizomes 15-24 inches apart.

5. If you have too many, share
with friends and family.

Bees are critical to the
well-being of the planet. My
daughter and her husband have
become home beekeepers and are
enjoying the delicious honey that
their bees create from the many
flowers growing in their garden.
The bees are sunbeams of beauty
and productivity. It’s up to humans
to “bee” careful with how we
manage our biologicals to promote
the health and longevity of all
pollinators.

Just don’t exercise barefoot on
the clover!

Happy Gardening. Happy
Growing.

Wednesday, July 7, 2021

A bee gathers pollen from a Blackeyed Susan
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A field of calendulas brings in the pollinators,

Fresh Coat Restoration LLC

Restore | Refresh | Re-Design | Rebuild 5% off
i R 995.455-7528 LLLURIHIT]
Wi X : of this ad

New Builds
Staining
Restoration @
&
... and so much more! ‘m_"

Check us out on Yelp and Google!

Bay A
C\(D Green?ff:uggsﬂ, Inc.

Synthetic Grass - Instollation - Landscaping

1801 Saint Mary’s Rd. Moraga, CA 94556

Phone (925) 819-2100

* Design & Consulting
* New Landscape Installation * Re-Landscape & Remodel
* Residential & Commercial * Green Landscape Options
* Maintenance & Clean Ups * Synthetic Lawn Installation

CA Lic# 938445
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McDonnell QQ) Nursery

———(  family owned since 1933 }———

Summer Rose Care Workshop
Saturday, July 24, 10 AM

To reserve a seat please call: (925) 254-3713
or info@mcdonnellnursery,com

Flowers » Trees ¢ Succulents ¢ Pottery & Fountains
Benches ¢ Garden Decor * House Plants ¢ Gifts
Jewelry ¢ Garden Consultation

www.mcdonnellnursery.com

196 Moraga W.';a}r » Orinda « (925) 254-3713 «» Open Daily

Cynthia Brian dressed for the bees.

Cynthia Brian, The Goddess Gardener, is available for hire
to help you prepare for your spring garden. Raised in the
vineyards of Napa County, Cynthia is a New York Times
best-selling au-thor, actor, radio personality, speaker, media
and writing coach as well as the Founder and Ex-ecutive
Director of Be the Star You Are!® 501 c3. Tune into
Cynthia’s StarStyle® Radio Broad-cast at
www.StarStyleRadio.com.

Buy copies of her books, including, Chicken Soup for the
Gardener’s Soul, Growing with the Goddess Gardener, and
Be the Star You Are! www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store.
Receive a FREE inspirational music DVD and special

savings. Enlarge your living area with an outdoor kitchen or entertainment space complete with a built in

Hire Cynthia for writing projects, garden consults, and barbecue and the warm glow of a stone or masonry fireplace.

inspir.ational lectures. Garden Lights Landscape Development, Inc. is a full service landscape & pool design build firm.

Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com We design & install with just one call 925-254-4797 + www.gardenlightslandscape.com

www.GoddessGardener.com

Celebrating over 20 years of service in Lamorinda. Bonded — Licensed & Insured License# 702845 (27 & (53
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ORINDA
e,

1 Hartford Road

Orinda beauty! Custom 5031 sqft 6
bed/ 4.5 bath home w/ 3 car
garage situated on a secluded,

level 1.06 acre lot.
$3,495,000

ORINDA

S | —p——

New Listing!

102 Meadow View Road

4 bed + office + possible 5th bed/
au pair/ 3.5 bath home. Approx.
3000 sqft on .4 flat acres in prime
Glorietta location.

Call for Price

LAFAYETTE

e
k. i

X plk s
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1207 Upper Happy Valley Road
Contemporary 5 bed/ 3.5 bath
home on park-like setting w/ views

from every room. Minutes to
downtown, Hwy 24, & schools.

$2,695,000

0 facebook.com/VillageAssociates
O twitter.com/villageassoc

instagram.com/VillageAssociates

ORINDA

Ry

72 El Gavilan Road

Completely updated 5 bed/ 3.5 bath
contemporary tucked into Country
Club area of Orinda just minutes to

Highway 24.
$2,595,000

ORINDA

23 Kittiwake Road

Private residential .43 acre lot in
one of Bay Area’s most sought after
neighborhoods. Close to Highway

24 & downtown.
$725,000

LAFAYETTE

9 Nephi Court

Charming updated 4 bed/ 3 bath
Ranch style home located on
private .58 acre lot close to vibrant

downtown.

$1,395,000

ORINDA

48 Oak Road

Custom 3+ bed/ 3 bath 3594 sqft
home on .82 acre lot. Master suite
includes fireplace, reading area, &

private deck.
$2,395,000

LAFAYETTE

4090 Happy Valley Road

Luxurious 4 bed/ 5.5 bath home on
2.64 acre estate w/ adjoining lovely
guest house, a huge lawn & bocce

ball court.

$14,995,000

LAFAYETTE

3434 Woodview Drive

Totally solar 5 bed/ 3.5 bath home
on 3.08 acres at end of Woodview
Dr. in private setting w/ panoramic

views.

$8,950/ Monthly

36 Heather Lane

Remodeled & updated 5 bed/ 4.5
bath home of approx. 3750 sqft w/
bonus room, home office/ workout
room & panoramic views!

$2,288,000

LAFAYETTE

9 Mountain View Lane
Custom 4 bed/ 3.5 bath home on
9.93 private acres w/ views of the
Lafayette Reservoir, pool, &

surrounding hills.

$7,990,000

LIVERMORE

10 Storybook Lane

Perfect opportunity to build in
amazing setting near Mt. Diablo on
8 acre gated parcel w/ room for

horses & stable.

$895,000

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 « Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505

Visit www.villageassociates.com Click on (@VsE RNl

The Village
Associates:

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore
Linda Ehrich
Joan Evans
Linda Friedman
Claudia Gohler
Dexter Honens |l
April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy
John Nash
Altie Schmitt
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf
Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Steve Stahle
Clark Thompson

Angie Evans Traxinger

Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward

Margaret Zucker

Village

ASSOCIATES

It's Village. Of Course.

DRE#01301392





