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New Orinda Historical Society president looks
toward the future; wins Fourth of July award

By Sora O'Doherty

The title of the report pre-
sented to the Orinda City
Council, “a report from OHS
president, Alison Burns, re-
garding the 2020-21 activities
of the Orinda Historical Soci-
ety (OHS), which operates in
aroom (‘the museum') leased
to OHS as part of the Orinda
Library,” sounds vaguely like
it is from a children’s book by
C.S. Lewis, which may be as it
should be. The new presi-
dent of the OHS, who was
born in England and arrived
in Orinda via a long, long
route that took her to many
foreign places in the world, is
especially interested in chil-
dren, and hopes that the mu-
seum will be filled with
things of interest to them.
Orinda Director of Parks
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Alison Burns, Orinda Historical Society president

and Recreation Todd Trimble
told the council that Burns
had submitted “an excellent
report” and announced the
passing of the presidency
from Terry Murphy to Burns,
as well as the renewal of OHS
leases. Murphy agreed to stay
on as vice-president for a
year, which will end this Au-
gust. Other board members
are Secretary Reg Barrett and
Treasurer Bob Thompson,
who recently moved to Ten-
nessee but will serve until a
replacement can be found.
Burns identified the mem-
bers at large as “the hugely
knowledgeable Kay Norman
(I think of her as "Mrs.
Orinda"), Kathy Barrett,
Teresa Long, Laurie Smith
and Betty Karplus.”

In her report, Burns said
that her first priority as pres-
ident was to replace the old

website, set up many years
ago by OHS board member
Teresa Long. To that end the
OHS employed Birgit Rickert
of Results Marketing, who
charged her “special price for
volunteer or community or-
ganizations.” While Rickert
handled the technical side,
Burns wrote all the content
and supplied photos from the
OHS files. “We still have a
way to go,” Burns concluded.
“Plans are afoot to add video
of our docents on their
guided downtown walks —
but we have created an invit-
ing ‘shop window.”” The
OHS’s physical window has
also garnered admiration,
and the “Best Decorated
Window Display” award
from the Orinda Association
in connection with the
Orinda Fourth of July Parade.
The window can be seen at
the museum, which is located
on the plaza level under the
library, across from Café
Teatro.

In an interview with The
Lamorinda Weekly Burns
said she had heard the other
day that the Pleasant Hill
Historical Society has folded,
and the OHS had been
headed the same way. A bro-
ken pipe in the library a cou-
ple of years ago caused sub-
stantial damage. The society
lost documents and photos,
and the carpet needs to be
replaced. Burns said she
would like to start some kind
of a school program for the
fall or next spring, but she
wants to have the museum
“squeaky clean for the kids.”

The society needs more

volunteers, Burns said. She
would also like to obtain his-
toric photos of Orinda, espe-
cially from the 1950s, ’60s
and ’70s. She’d appreciate
photos of the town’s schools,
restaurants, and shops.
Mayor Amy Worth told Burns
at the Mayor’s Liaison Meet-
ing that she had just received
a photo of the construction of
the Meadow Pool.

Burns has also been
asked to write a book about
the history of Orinda. Earlier
in her career she wrote one
about another location, “Leg-
endary Locals of Encinitas,”
published in 2012. Burns
served as the president of the
Encinitas Historical Society.

Burns and her husband
Patrick moved to Orinda al-
most six years ago. Both
originally from England, they
moved to Detroit in their
early 20s. Later, Patrick’s job
in international human re-
sources took them to The
Hague, Singapore, Abu Dabi,
Hong Kong and New York,
with periods spent back in
England. Eventually they
settled in Southern California
before moving to Orinda,
where, Burns noted with a
laugh, she is living in her
23rd house. She has four
children, two boys, two girls,
including a set of twins, all
now living in the United
States. She now has a grand-
son and her daughter also
lives in Orinda.

The new Orinda Histori-
cal Society website is located
at: http://orindahistory.org
and includes back issues of
the society’s newsletters.
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Orinda Library reopens, but not on

Sundays

By Sora O'Doherty

The city council heard the
annual review of the library
oversight committee on July
6. The library has reopened
but, unfortunately, it cannot
restore Sunday opening
hours because the county li-
brary system has staffing
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problems. For many years
after the county reduced the
number of hours it funded,
the city of Orinda used its li-
brary parcel tax passed by
the voters to permit the
Orinda library to open on
Sundays. Now it seems to be
not so much of a funding is-
sue as a staffing issue.

Linda Landau of the Li-
brary Oversight Committee
presented the report to the
city council. She said that
Orinda is very fortunate to
have a parcel tax for the li-
brary. “Not many cities in
Contra Costa County do,” she
observed, adding, “Lafayette
has to raise $1 million every
year.” This year the county
will be paying for 40 hours a
week for libraries, up from
the previous 35 hours. How-
ever, the county has decided
to close all the county li-
braries on Sundays because
of the difficulty of staffing.
Landau agreed that people
like having the library open
on Sunday, and was anxious
to get the message out clearly
that thisis a
county issue,
not a local one,
and that it has
nothing to do
with the ser-
vices provided
to the library,
including jani-
torial services.

She did say,
however, that
there are com-
ments from
public from
time to time

about janitorial service,
wishing it were a little more
thorough. Paul Rankin, fi-
nance director, noted that the
janitorial contract will be go-
ing out for proposals some
time this year. Rankin also
said that he has reached out
to county librarian Alison
McKee. “They don’t have a
solution to the Sunday issue,”
he reported, “but they are
looking at it and hopefully
there may be some change in
the future.” Director of Parks
and Recreation Todd Trimble
reported that the library re-
ceives services every day it is
open and he has not contin-
ued to receive complaints.

Landau concluded that
Orinda will still need to go
out for another library parcel
tax in the next few years. The
issue of the tax was sched-
uled for 2024; but cost sav-
ings during the pandemic
might mean that the issue
can be postponed a bit, un-
less, she added, “we have a
really have a big mainte-
nance bill.”




