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Dude w1th the American Flag

.. continued from Page A1

Getting Dude shipped to
the West Coast presented a
challenge. First finding a
transport that could cross the
Canadian border, then, due to
a huge horse sale in Kentucky,
spots on trucks were thin.
Dude traveled from New York
to Pennsylvania, to Lexington,
Kentucky, to Southern Califor-
nia then on to Pleasanton.

Wilbur hopes to train
Dude as a flag-bearing parade
horse. “One of the most cru-
cial things for success is for
both horse and rider to bond
and totally trust each other.
He has to trust that I won’t put
him in danger, and I have to
trust that he won’t kill me.”

Wilbur has led parades as
part of the Shriners contin-
gent. He proudly carried the
American flag at many pa-
rades throughout the Bay

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Area, including Castro Valley,
Dublin, Danville, and the
Fourth of July parade in
Orinda a number of times.
“The horse has to be able to
carry a flag, deal with crowds
and noises, and be friendly
and controlled.” Wilbur said.

With his two horses be-
fore Dude, one of Wilbur’s fa-
vorite activities was partici-
pating in cattle roundups lo-
cally and in central California.
“I have high hopes to do
branding and roping with
Dude, but it’s something he’s
never done before.”

Wilbur, who has been
president of the Aahems
Shrine Mounted Patrol since
2011, says, “I'm most excited
about taking him to the
Shriners Hospital in Sacra-
mento to entertain the
children.”

Currently, Wilbur works a
full shift as Construction

Wednesday, August 4, 2021

Manager at Lawrence Liver-
more Lab, then stops at the
stables and routinely works
with Dude for an hour or two
every weekday, and some-
where between five to eight
hours on weekends.

When asked what was
special about this horse,
Wilbur replied, “He’s big and
strong, and really wants to
please. So far he can carry a
flag, and can lie down and
bow with simple hand
commands.”

About his previous horse,
officially named Miss Ameri-
can Tie, nicknamed Xena,
Wilbur said, “She was the
epitome of a perfect parade
horse and performed well in
front of crowds.” Xena was an
Arabian Saddlebred cross that
developed an inoperable in-
testine issue and had to be put
down in April of 2020, leading
to the pursuit of his current
horse.

After Dude’s arrival, they
spent the first few months
bonding, riding around in the
stable and local hills. One
challenge was trying to figure
out how to trailer his horse.
He learned that Canadian
horses were trained to trailer
backward, as opposed to the
traditional American way of
facing forward. Once into the
trailer and off to their first ex-
cursion, Wilbur found himself
with almost more than he
could handle. “My first trip
out was going wonderfully
until the shadow of a turkey
vulture crossed straight across
Dude’s head,” he relates. “It
startled him and caused an
open field bucking horse
rodeo. I had to hang on for my
life!”

Despite the high purchase
price and the challenges of
training his high-spirited
horse, Wilbur considers Dude
a bargain and a delight. “He’s
only 8 years old, so I plan on
having him a while.”

For a look at what the Cavalia horses and performers can do, check out the video at
https://cavalia.com/?cavalia_video=cavalia-odysseo-three-minute-glimpse-cavalia
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925.708.5630
DRE# 01917597

129 DRAEGER DRIVE, MORAGA
OFFERED AT $1,399,000
RUTH EDDY | 925.788.5449

CAROLYN WAY

JUST LISTED

925.890.4115

DRE# 00947460

CHRISTINA LINEZO
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415.425.3085
DRE# 01964989

12 DOS POSOS, ORINDA
OFFERED AT $1,899,000
K. BRICKMAN/S. RUHMAN | 9253515049

PENDING

JANE SMITH

1417 QUAIL VIEW CIRCLE, WALNUT CREEK
OFFERED AT $1,150,000
S.HUTCHENS/A.HAMALIAN | 925.708.5630

SOLD - REPRESENTED BUYER
925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500
DRE# 01290985

LAUREN DEAL
HURLBUT TEAM

178 UPPER HAPPY VALLEY, LAFAYETTE
SOLD FOR $2,845,000
MATT MCLEOD | 925.464.6500

LISATICHENOR LORI LEGLER
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925.285.1093 925.286.1244
DRE# 01478540 DRE# 00805732

925.876.4671
DRE#02060294

MATT MCLEOD

925.464.6500
DRE# 01310057

JUST LISTED

2470 CABALLO RANCHERO, DIABLO

OFFERED AT $3,895,000

B.HURLBUT/J. DEL SANTO | 925.818.5500

123 BRIA COURT, WALNUT CREEK
OFFERED AT $1,995,000
SMITH HOMES TEAM | 925.998.1914

SOLD

9 MOUNTAIN VIEW PLACE, LAFAYETTE

SOLD FOR $1,917,703
JOY WIEHN | 415.377.1884

59 VISTA ENCINOS, MORAGA
SOLD FOR $2,325,000
L. LEGLER/ C. HATA 510.912.5882

PAMELA & DON
COLOMBANA

925.878.8047
DRE# 01979180/01979181

RUTH EDDY

925.788.5449
DRE# 01313819

JUST LISTED

3456 SHANGRI LA ROAD, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $2,375,000
CHRISTINA LINEZO | 415.425.3085

PENDING

1MIDDLE ROAD, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $3,095,000
TINA FRECHMAN | 925.915.0851 -

SOLD

2 ORIOLE ROAD, ORINDA

SOLD FOR $1,825,000

TINA FRECHMAN | 925.915.0851

62 MIRAMONTE DRIVE, MORAGA

SOLD FOR $750,000

DON & PAMELA COLOMBANA 925.878.8047

SHERRY HUTCHENS

925.212.7617
DRE# 01320608

TINA FRECHMAN

925.915.0851
DRE# 01970768

BRYAN HURLBUT

925.383.5500
DRE# 01347508

CHERYL HATA

510.912.5882

DRE# 013859346

DAVE SMITH
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415.298.785]1
DRE# 02105225

JOY WIEHN

415.377.1884

DRE# 02047712

KAAREN BRICKMAN

i1
925.351.5049

DRE# 01932119

VALERIE DURANTINI

415.999.6116
DRE# 01376796




