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LAFAYETTE
See public meetings schedule on
this pages and check online for
agendas, meeting notes and
announcements
City of Lafayette:
www.lovelafayette.org
Phone: (925) 284-1968
Chamber of Commerce:
www.lafayettechamber.org
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COMPASS

925-377-0977

3122 Indian Way, Lafayette | Burton Valley Contemporary on Cul-De-Sac
4 Bedroom + Bonus | 2.5 Bath | 2902+ Sq. Ft. | .30+ Acre Lot
Offered at $1,985,000 | 3122IndianWay.com

Lafayette’s #1 Real Estate Team Since 2008
925.339.1918 | DanaGreenTeam.com | DRE 01482454

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Wednesday, August 4, 2021

Council approves ARPA funds timeline

By Lou Fancher

Lafayette city council mem-
bers at the July 26 meeting
heard a presentation about
the American Rescue Plan Act
and how the city plans to use
the ARPA funds from Eco-
nomic Development Manager
Thomas Myers and Barry
Foster of HdL/Econ Solutions.
As previously reported by
Myers on June 28, the city will
receive a total of $6,372,376,
half of which was re-

ceived the week of July 14.
The second half will be dis-
tributed in July 2022. All
funding must be designated
by Dec. 31, 2024, and used by
Dec. 31, 2026.

The funds can be applied
as follows: in response to -
COVID-19 public health e-
mergencies and negative im-
pacts; for expenditures re-
lated to essential workers
employed during the pan-
demic; for government ser-
vices rendered due to public
health emergencies and re-

lated to change in revenues
collected during the year
prior to the emergency (My-
ers noted that meant the ap-
plicable cutoff date for
Lafayette would be the fiscal
year end in June of 2019); and
for investments in sewer, wa-
ter and broadband
infrastructure.

Foster said a “robust
community engagement
process” would solicit input
about needs and best use of
the funds from businesses
and from the broader com-
munity. A PowerPoint pre-
sentation outlining the time-
line began with three initial,
immediate steps: distribution
of a survey to local busi-
nesses; development with in-
put from a council ARPA sub-
committee of a gift card pro-
gram and a sales tax data
analysis to review the impact
of Covid-19 on city revenue.

The extended timeline
includes returning to the
council at the Sept. 13 meet-
ing to share feedback from
the business survey and sales

tax review, present gift card
updates and specifications for
launching the program, and
gather direction from the
council for conducting com-
munity surveys and work-
shops about spending the
funds from the community.
Foster said they are hoping to
do Zoom and in-person public
workshops and distribute the
community survey to resi-
dents in mid-September. Fol-
lowing staff analysis of the
results, summary presenta-
tions would be made the
week of Oct. 25.

Myers said the gift card
approach recommended by
city staff and HdL/Econ Solu-
tions would begin with a pilot
program. Endorsing the over-
all concept of a gift card that
designates use in Lafayette
and can be customized with
additional features, he said,
“Money spent in the commu-
nity stays local when our lo-
cal businesses are invested in
the community’s future.” The
e-commerce card (not a phys-
ical card) can carry a graphic

design emblematic of
Lafayette and be issued in a
range of denominations. It
can be further customized
with specific hours for use,
subsidies, BOGO offers and
other features. Foster said the
gift cards he has reviewed in
other cities had “a rippling
effect,” and added, “It’s easy
to do, but you get a lot of bang
for your buck.”

Council members during
a question period asked if
nonprofits and new busi-
nesses opened during the
pandemic were to be involved
in the survey process. Foster
said input from nonprofits
would be valuable and their
participation could easily be
integrated into both the busi-
ness and community surveys.
Vice Mayor Teresa Gerringer
asked specifically if insurance
and realty companies would
be included with other pro-
fessional businesses. Myers
said all Lafayette businesses
open at the time of the sur-
vey’s distribution in August
will be included.

Mayor Susan Candell
asked about nonprofits lo-
cated outside of the city but
whose services benefit
Lafayette residents and
whether they would be in-
cluded in the surveys. City
Manager Niroop Srivatsa said
the council could choose to
extend parameters that cur-
rently restrict inclusion to
Lafayette-based organizations
if they discussed and voted to
authorize extending the
parameters.

Receiving no public com-
ments, the council unani-
mously accepted the ARPA
timeline, authorized staff to
proceed with the business
survey (with the addition of
nonprofits and new busi-
nesses), and approved gift
card plans to proceed with
development by staff and the
ARPA subcommittee aimed at
delivering a final report/up-
date at the Aug. 23 or Sept. 13
meeting, at which council will
determine changes and vote
on approval for funding the
gift card program launch.
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Lafayette Historical Society is open for business to offer
insight into the community’s past.

‘Our light is on’ - Visitors welcome to the

By Grace Gonsalves

Walking down Mt. Diablo
Boulevard, there were people
on the sidewalk, a heartening
sign that the library was
open. Past the library, down
some stairs, under soaring
books and left on Golden Gate
Way, the sidewalk was empty
except for a sign shouting,
“The History Room is OPEN.”

Three individuals sat at a
few seats in a clean, small
room with cabinets and ta-
bles along its perimeter. The
Tuesday morning crew. They
greeted me warmly.

At first glance, the room
looked a bit small and empty.
Volunteer Patrick Kikkert of-

fered me a tour of their offer-
ings. In drawers, artifacts
spanning from parasols to
pistols were revealed.

Unlike a museum, the
clean, organized space does
not seem sterile. The hand-
writing on the binders is per-
sonal, the stories handed
from the mouth of the donor
to the mouth of the
volunteer.

We circled the room,
right to left, and the immedi-
ate nature of history was
available at the fingertips. As
Kikkert spoke, an old brown
barrel became a young boy’s
guilty mistake. The scars on
an anvil started out as ugly
breakages in the metal and
transformed into a bit too

Lafayette Historical Society

much ammunition one
Fourth of July night.

“The story goes that dur-
ing Fourth of July celebra-
tions or whenever a particu-
larly celebratory event went
on, he would turn his anvil
into an impromptu cannon,
fill it with gunpowder and set
it off. Supposedly, in 1865
when news came of Lee’s
surrender at Appomattox, he
[the blacksmith] got carried
away and put a particularly
large charge in it and it broke
the anvil in two.”

The society has occupied
this room on the ground floor
of the library for 10 years, ac-
cording to volunteer and
recording secretary Nancy
Flood. ... continued on Page A9
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Exquisite Secluded Happ

NEW LISTING
3 Wellesley Court, Lafayette | $3,875,000

This elegant contemporary designed estate has panoramic views of the Lafayette reservoir across the valley. This private and serene location is at
the top of the Happy Valley Neighborhood above the Orinda Downs. Level entry with plenty of parking this residence features many flat areas for play,
some fenced for dogs! A detached full in law unit adjacent to the garage complete with electric car charging outlets. The home flows to three levels of

satin finished Ipe decks to enjoy the beauty of the surroundings. The primary suite includes a huge walk- in closet and doors to fold open to the view
and deck. There are two family rooms, a double office and a chef’s arts and crafts kitchen perfect for entertaining.The home is one block from an
unmapped entrance to the Briones trail network. The property features solar and two air conditioning systems.

Please view the virtual tour to appreciate this magnificent home and setting. www.3wellesley.com

 LAURA ABRAMS

laura@lauraabrams.com
www.lauraabrams.com

510.697.3225

CalBRE # 01272382

Recognition as one of America’s Best Real Estate Professionals

by Real Trends and Tom Ferry. Ranked among the top 1%
of 1.4 million real estate professionals in the United States!

y Valley Estate on 4 Acres
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Celebrating 22 years

with Coldwell Banker, Orinda.

A Trusted Partnership Local
Expertise with Global Connections.
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Brokers/Partners
(925) 323-9955
DRE# 01407784
ashley@ashleybattersby.com
@ashleybattersbyhome
www.ashleybattersby.com

It's Village. Of Course.
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