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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

Water matters

... continued from Page D1

3. Check for leaks in your sprinkler system. If
you find a spike in your water bill, you
probably have a broken pipe somewhere.

4. Water deeply and infrequently. Once or
twice a week will suffice. Most plants need
about one inch of water weekly. Check your soil
to make sure that the water is penetrating the
soil. Dry soil sheds water as run-off. If this
happens, water twice, five minutes apart until
the soil is saturated. Deep watering encourages
a healthy root system while frequent short
showers are wasteful and not beneficial to
plant growth.

5. Water early in the morning or early
evening when moisture will be retained.

6. Refrain from fertilizing in the summer
months as feeding promotes thirsty
hyper-growth.

7. Mow your lawns without using the bag.

Grass clippings supply nutrients to the lawn
with less water usage.

8. Don’t worry about keeping your lawn
super-green. Just keep it alive and it will
re-green when the weather is wetter.

9. Use soaker hoses around plants to
eliminate evaporation. Trees can be especially
vulnerable during a drought. Use a deep
soaker wand to supply water to the roots.

10. Don’t put your irrigation on a schedule.
Instead, check your soil moisture and monitor
your plants. Turn your system on when it is
necessary but do make sure to run it to keep
the system free of invading insects, roots, and
stagnant water.

For both firewise and waterwise gardening,
permeable surfaces in your hardscape such as
decomposed granite, gravel, stones, and mulch
are advisable. They provide a fire-safe zone
and allow rainwater to percolate into the soil
without runoff. ... continued on Page D10

TREMENDOUS VIEWS

Chris & Tracy have your new home!

COMING SOON: 8 Kings Crown Court, Moraga

5BD | 2.5 BA | 2600+ SF | .43 £ AC | Offered at $2,275,000

Enjoy spectacular sunrise and sunset views from your own personal
oasis. This single level home is filled with natural light and boasts a
custom gourmet kitchen. Schedule a tour today! 8kingscrown.com

Contact Chris & Tracy today for more information

925-377-0977

Wednesday, August 4, 2021

Chris Swim & Tracy Keaton
Lic. 00943989 | 01051349
925.166.1447
chris@chrisswim.com
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